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Mr. E C H A R DV 

PREFACE 

H Aving relolv’d not to concern ray 

felf further in the Roman Hzftory, 
I am defir’d to write a Line or two 
in Relation to this Third Volume , which 
is written by One whofe Perfon is un¬ 
known to me. I dare not prefume to 
fet up for a Judge in Matters of this Na¬ 
ture ; but according to my Opinion, I 
believe it to be a very well digefted, ufe~ 
ful and entertaining Hiftory ,• efpecially 
to all luch as have thought fit to read 
over the two fir ft Volumes upon this 
Subje< 5 t. The Author’s Method feems 
to be clear and natural, his Tranfitions 
neat and iliuftrating, and his Reflections 
and Oblervations judicious and inftru- 
Cfive ; particularly in Page 170, 171, 
and the Conclufion. His Stile in the 
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main, I take to be Grave, Manly, and 
proper for the Greatnefs of the Subject $ 
in which there is Perfpicuity without 
Meannefs, Strength without StifFnefs, and 
Politenefs without AfFe&ation. This is 
what it appears to me, after a careful 
Perufal of this Work ,• But, as I wanted 
Opportunity of examining it with the 
Ancient and Original Authors, from 
whence it was taken ,* fo all that I can 
fay as to that Matter is. That I have no 
Reaibn to think it unfaithful or defe¬ 
ctive : And I am glad to find my own 
Defign fo well incourag’d, and fo ad- 

vantageoufly purfu’d. 


%okth It) T.mt*JtjJbrre f 
JXpvemb. 6 , 1703, 
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the ancient Romans from the reft of their 
Cotemporaries, and introduc’d a Poornefs 
of Spirit, that made 'em carelefs and irt- 
fenjible of their ancient Glory. 

1 

This was not only glanc'd at by the 
Heathen Writers of thofe Times, but is 
too frequently inffted upon, in common 
Difcourfe by fome Men of this Age, 
who think themfelves wifer than the reft 
of Mankind, and afj'ume a Privilege of 
condemning the Serife of all thofe whofe 
Reafon won't fujfer 'em to concur with 
them in their airy Fancies, and ill- 
grounded Imaginations. The Reader, 
upon a Perufal of the following Sheets, 
will find the Fallacy of thofe lnfinua- 
tions, and that the Downfal of the Ro¬ 
man F.mpire was owing to other Caufes 
than what has been fuggefted by thefe 
Men • and that both Principles and 
Practices, very oppofite to thofe enjoyn'd 
by the Gojpeloccafion'd its Ruin. 






The Author’s Preface. 

Englifh Reader he mufi not think himfelf 
comerfmg with a Modern Writer in the 
following Sheets, hut with A mmianus 
Marcellinus himfelf, with Zozimas, 
Aurelius Vidor, Eutropius, Cafliodo- 
rus, and the refit the Subfiance of whofe 
Hifiories , as far as they related to my 
prefern bejtgn, 1 endeavour'd faithfully 
to recite, divefied of that Partiality y 
which, upon an nnbiafs'd Enquiry, ap¬ 
pear’d too notorious in fome of the hefi 
among 'em, and are a manifefi Infiance 
to us of Human Frailty. Nor mufi I 
omit the great Helps I receiv'd from 
Monfieur Le Setir, and DoBor Howell, 
who at leafi direBed me in my Enquiries, 
and often help'd me out in my Method 
and Obfervations. 
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/ have endeavour'd to avoid ,' becaufe I 
knew I was to be anfwerable for Faults 
enow of my own . I have Interfered fo 
much of the Church Affairs, as I thought 
would appear to be of a Piece with the 
Body of the Hijlory . . If the Reader finds 
my Time not ill /pent, my Defign is an- 
fiver*d, nor will I be concern'd at the 0- 
pimon of fome Men, with whom Learn¬ 
ing is of fo fmall a V%lue, that a bare 
Pretention to, or Acquaintance with it, 
is an manfwerable QbjeHion with them, 
as if that Man was unfit to thrive in the 
World, who entertain'd Thoughts that 
far’d above the Dregs of it. 
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4 

From the Removal of the Imperial Seat by 
Conftantine the Great , to the Admijfion of 
the Goths into Thrace. 

Containing about 4? Tears. 

I T X OW prevalent foever the Reafons that A.D. 
r~ I induc’d Conftantine to fettle the Imperial 330. 
A Seat at Byzantium appear’d then to him, 
Experience has fincefhcwnthey were weak and im- 
politick j for undoubtedly by that th t Roman Great- 

B nefs 
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ncfs receiv’d a fatal Stroke : And the Reader will 
find, in the Profecution of this Hiftory, which 
we inrend, God willing, to continue down to the 
total Failure of the Wcftern Empire in rfuguflulus, 
that it never after appear’d in its natural Vigour j 
brut like Flowers tranfplanted into a Foreign Clime, 
languilh’d by degrees, and ftifunk at length into 
nothing. 

However, as he defign’d to fix his own Court 
there for the future, fo he defir’d it might be ho¬ 
nour’d with the ordinary Refidence of the fucceed- 
ing Emperors * for which Purpofe he omitted no 
Colt or Labour, that might render it either beau¬ 
tiful or convenient , and by that Means invite ’em 
thither. He divided it into fourteen Regions, built 
a Capitol, made a Circus Maximus , an Amphithea¬ 
tre, feveral Forums , Porticus's , and other publick 
Works} which, together with the many Churches 
built upon a Religious Account, added much to the 
Lufiie of the City. The Magnificence of which 
when he found it anfwerable to the Qreatnefe of his 
Defign, in a very folemn Dedication he confecrated 
it Fo the God of the Martyrs } encourag’d the Inha¬ 
bitants by many A< 3 :s. of Grace, fecur’d them by 
many wholfom Laws, and Royal Immunities} for 
finding himfelf for two or three Years paft difen- 
gag’d from War, he had more leilure to purfue his 
A. D. other Defigns; but theYear following he was drawn 
3 3 i - by t he Sanr.atians into their Quarrel wich th eGothS) 

who finding Conflantine had evacuated all the Gar- 
ijfons along the Danube , made new Irruptions into 
Mtefia and Fhrace , where they committed unheard- 
of Cruelties, and ravag’d the Country} but the Em¬ 
peror, by his Son Gonftantwc, obtain’d a memorable 
Vi&oiy over ’em, and finifh’d the War with that Sue- 
erfi, that near a hundred thoufand of the Enemy were 
ddlroy’d by Hunger and Cold, befidcs thofe that fe! 
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by the Sword ; upon which they were conftrain’d 
to fue for Peace, and deliver up Hoftages to the 
Emperor, among whom was their King’s Son. 

The Sarmatts thus deliver’d from the Inroads of 
the Goths, were, two Years after, more cruelly op- 
prefs’d by their own Slaves, whom in their Extremi¬ 
ties they had been forc’d to arm againft their Ene¬ 
mies, and who by that means grown fenfible of their 
Strength, threw off the Yoke, and turn’d their Arms 
againlt their Mailers, for whofe Defence they had 
been entrufted in their Hands j and herein theyfuc- 
ceeded fo well, that they forc’d’em, to the Number 
of three hundred thoufand of both Sexes, all Ages 
and Conditions, to fly for Refuge to the Emperor , by A. D. 
whom they were difpos’d in feveral Parts of Thrace , 335. 

Scythia, Macedonia , and Italy , but fuch among ’em 
as were fit for Service he incorporated in his Legions. 

This Example being follow’d by feveral of the fuc- 
ceeding Emperors, prov’d very pernicious to the Em¬ 
pire j for thefe Barbarians growing too ftrong for 
the natural Inhabitants, among whom they were fet¬ 
tled, by degrees difpoflefs’d their Landlords, and 
became Matters of the.Country. This Year Syria and 
Cilicia were grievoufly affli&ed with aPeftilence and 
Famine, which fwept off an infinite Number of 
People, as lilcewife a great many were deftroy’d by 
an Earthquake in Cyprus. 

And as thefe Parts of the Body Politick labour’d 
under thofe civil Calamities, fo was the Church no 
lefs afflicted with inteftine Diftra£lions for about 
this time we find Athanajius , Bilhop of Alexandria , 
cruelly pcrfccuted by the prevailing Arians , and 
formally condemn’d in the Council of "tyre, for fe¬ 
veral pretended Crimes objected againft him : From 
whence we may learn, how fatal theProlperiry the 
Church then enjoy’d prov’d to her, how it open’d 
the Gates of the San&uary it felf to Corruption, 
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and infatuated fo many of her Teachers with Envy, 
Malice, and Ambition. 

Thefe things happen’d in the thirtieth Year of 
the Emperor’s Reign, at which time Calocerus, a 
Man of great Authority in the ifland of Cyprus, pro¬ 
cur’d himfelf to be declar’d Emperor : But Dalma- 
tius being fent with an Army ngainft him, defeated 
him, and took him Prifoner and having fettled all 
things in that Ifland, he carry’d him to Tarfus in 
Cilicia, where he was burnt alive. 

For this Service he was created Crefar, together 
with Conjlans the Emperor’s third Son, in the fame 
Year, being the thirtieth of Conjlantine' s Reign, 
which he celebrated at Conjlantinople, with great 
^ j) Magnificence: And the Year following, Conflantius^ 

his fecond, was marry’d to Eujebia, a Lady of an 
5 illuflrious Birth, and extraordinary Knowledge for 

one of her Sex. The Nuptials were folemniz’d with 
all imaginable Splendor, the Men and Women feafted 
apart, and the Emperor, in Honour thereof, beftow’d 
Gifts upon all Nations and Cities. Thefe Feaftings 
were prolong’d by the Arrival of fome Ambafladors 
from the Eajl-Indies, who brought him Prefents of 
great Value, but greater Rarity *, not only precious 
Stones, but fevcral Animals unknown before to the 
Wcilern Parts of the World j inrimating, as my 
Author has it, that his Empire extended to the ut- 
moft Bounds of the Ocean, and that as Britain, the 
Limits of the Weft, fubmitted to him at his firfl 
Promotion, fo now at laft the Indians in the Eall 
acknowledg’d his Sovereign Authority. 

Having receiv’d this Homage from the Indian 
Ambafladors, he divided the Government of the 
Empire in this manner Conjlantine the cldeft com¬ 
manded in Gaul, and fome Weftern Provinces; Con- 
ft ant ms govern’d /Ifrick and Illyricum ; and Conjlans 
rul’d it \ Italy. Dalmatim was fent to defend thol’c 

Parti 
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Parts that border’d upon the Goths ; and Annibalia- 
nus had the Charge of Cappadocia , and Armenia the 
lefs. This Divifion was not made by Confiantine , as 
if he intended by that to divert himfelf of his So¬ 
vereignty, but for the better Government of the 
Empire, and Education of his Sons, tho’ it feem’d 
indeed an ominous Introduction to that Partition, 
which was made in little more than a Year after. 

He was now near fixty Years of Age, and yet was 
fo healthy and vigorous as to endure Exercil'e, Ri¬ 
ding, and Travel of fo perfect an Underftanding 
as to be able ftiil to compofe Prayers and Orations, 
and aflift with much Dexterity at the framing his 
Laws both Civil and Military. 

Noc long before his Death he made a Funeral O- 
ration, in which he dilcours’d much of the Im¬ 
mortality of the Soul, and the Rewards and Punifh- 
ments of another Life j by thefe, and fuch like Me¬ 
thods, preparing for himfelf an eafie Difmiffion out 
of this ■, ’till his Meditations were interrupted by the 
Difturbancethe Perfians madein theEaft, of which 
as foon as he receiv’d an Account, he rais’d a pow¬ 
erful Army, intending, as he faid, to make this his 
laft ViCtory * but the Enemy being advertis’d of 
his fudden Expedition, and fearing to be engag’d in 
a War with him, .difpacch’d away their Ambafla- 
dors, who, upon an humble Defire of his Friend- 
fhip, and a Promife to make good whatever Satif- 
faCiion fhould be requir’d, obtain’d a Peace. Alter A. D. 
this, finding himfelf feaverilh and diltempcr’d, he 337. 
made ule of the warm Baths of the City, but re¬ 
ceiving no Benefit from thence, he remov’d for 
change of Air to Jlclenopolis (a City built by him 
in Memory of his Mother) and from thence to 
Nicomedia * in the Suburbs of which Place, call’d 
Achyrona , he was baptiz’d, declaring he defign’d to 
have receiv’d that Seal of his Salvation in the Wa- 

B 3 ten. 



6 


Co n flan- 
tine dies. 


Bis Chet- 
racier. 


The Roman Hifiory. Vol. III. 

ters of Jordan, but God in his infinite Wifdom 
had otherwife difpos’d of him. Then having par¬ 
taken of the Holv Eucharift, he departed this Life 
on the two and twentieth Day of May , in the 6rd 
Year of his Age, and ;zd of his Reign (tho’ the 
punctual rime as to both is not fully agreed upon) 
the firft Year of the 279th Olympiad , the 1090th 
Year of Rome, An.Dom. 357. Fab. Tatianas and Fe- 
licianus being Confuls, and about feven Years after 
the Removal of the Imperial Seat to Confiantinople. 
Thus dy’d Conftantine the Great, to the unexprefli- 
ble Grief of the whole Empire, efpecially of the 
Church, which he had freed from Tyranny, and a 
mod horrible Perfecurion. 

The Character of this Emperor is varioufly de- 
ferib’d, according to the various Paffions and Affedti- 
ons of thofe Authors who have writ concerning him j 
the Heathen Writers wounding his Memory with 
all the Virulence imaginable, and the Chrifiians 
beautifying it with accumulated Honours and En¬ 
comium'} however they all agree in this, that he was 
a Prince of innumerable Excellencies both of Body 
and Mind, ambitious of Military Glory, fortunate 
in War, but not more Fortunate than Induftrious; 
a great Promoter of Learning, and of himfclf much 
addifted to Read, Write, and Meditate } if he 
■was fometimes over credulous, as in the Cafe of his 
Wife Faufia , and the Eufebiens, by whofe artificial 
Irsfinustions he was induced to difcountenance 
St. Jthanafius , and the Orthodox Chriftians, it 
proceeded more from the Eafinefs than Malignity 
of his Nature, and was a Fault in others rather 
than in himfclf. His irnprovidcntRemoval to Con- 
fiantincple, and fatal Divifion of the Empire at his 
Death, arc indeed Errors too apparent to be vindi¬ 
cated : But then his Zeal for the Gofpel, and the 
Protection lie gave it throughout his Dominions, 

made 
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made his Subjects and Pofterity a Compenfation 
more than equivalent, by opening to ’em the Gates 
of Everlafting Life, and giving ’em a Tide to a 
better Kingdom, of an Eternal Duration. 

The Soldiers, fo foon as they heard of the Em* 
peror’s Death, tore their Cloaths, fell proftrate on 
the Ground, knock'dtheir Heads againft the Walls, 
and gave other publick Teftimonies of their Sorrow, 
as were agreeable to fo general a Calamity ; whilft 
their Officers in mournful and paffionate Expreffi- 
ons call’d him their Prcferver , Deliverer , and Com¬ 
mon Parent ; and the Townfmen joining with the 
reft in the Solemnity of Woe, ran like Mad-men 
about the Streets, or fate at home bewailing their 
Lofs, dejedted and opprefs’d with Sorrow. When 
Grief would give ’em leave, the Soldiers took up 
the Body, and, covering it with Purple, carry’d it 
in a folemn manner to Conjlantinople , where it was 
expos’d in the Palace, with Lights burning round 
it, and Attendants watching it. Here Court was 
kept as if he had been ftill living j the great Offi¬ 
cers that were wont to adore or lalute, doing their 
Duty to him now as formerly ; the Senate and all 
the Magiftrates paid him the fame Rcfpeft, and 
the Citizens were not wanting to teftsfie their deep 
Senfe of his Lofs, who had been fo Noble a 
Founder and Benefa&or to the City. Nor did Old 
Rome forget to fympathize with the New; for as 
foon as they heard of his Death all their Shops and 
Publick Baths were fluit up, their Sports and Re¬ 
creations which were us’d in nines of Profpcrity were 
intermitted. So publick was the Lofs of one Prince, 
who in his Life had been fo general a Bieffi ig. 

II. Confiantius (while his Brethren were ab- 
fent) arriv’d at Nicomcdia foon after his Fa¬ 
ther’s Deeeufe, and his full A 31 of Authority wa; 

U 4 hi; 
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his putting to Death his Uncle Conflantius Dalma- 
tius , and his Sons Conflantius Ctefar, and Anaballia- 
nus : Tho’ fome think he no more than barely per¬ 
mitted, rather than order’d thefe Executions , yet 
they who plead, by way of Excufe, his Father’s 
Command in his laft Will, becaufe they attempted 
to poifon him, as fome have improbably reported, 
and the danger of Competition (for three Brothers 
were thought fufTicient for the Government of the 
Empire) leave no room to doubt of the large (hare 
he had in ’em. However it were, this A6t no way 
deterr’d the Soldiers from declaring him and his 
Brethren Augufii , or Emperors, which they did on 
the fifth of the Ides of September and iome time 
after the Divifion of the Empire was confirm’d be¬ 
tween ’em at Sirmium in Pamonia. In which Divi¬ 
fion Gaul, Spain , Britain , and part of Africa, Pro - 
confularn fell to Conflantine the elded j ro Conftans 
the youngeft, Italy, with the red of Africk , llly- 
ricum , Macedonia and Greece , and thofe > arts that 
border'd upon the Euxine Sea j and to Conflantius , 
Mcefla, Thrace, with Conflantimple , Afia , Egypt , 
and the Eadern Empire, as far as from Illyricum ro 
NiCibis. This Partition, tho’ founded upon their 
Father’s Teftament, was not made without fome 
Heat and Diflatisfadtion > which, tho’compos’d for 
fome time by Conflantius , prov’d in the End fatal to 
the elded, who thinking his Shire too little for an 
elder Brother, demanded of Conftans no lefs than 
the red of Africk, and all Italy j and to make good 
his Claim invaded his Brother’s Territories with a 
powerful Army, and was {lain near Aquilcia , in the 
third Year of his Reign. 

A. D. In the mean tide Conflantius remov’d into Syria 
338- ngaind Sapor King of Perfla j who prefuming upon 

Conjlantine's Death, and the mean Opinion he had 
of his Children, had ravag’d Mrfopatumia , and was 

fate 
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Hands before his Arrival-, for Sapor defpairing of 
Succefs had rais’d the Siege, and was retiring back. 

This was attributed to the Sandtity of James the 
Bifhop, during whofe Life and Refidence there all 
his Defigns againft that City were ineffectual. 

After this Conftantius , that he might have leifure 
to attend other Affairs, incited the Arabians to in¬ 
vade King Sapor, and divert him elfewhere> whilft 
he, intent upon fuch Regulations in that Country 
as he found neceffary, i fill'd out feveral Edidfcs to 
that Purpofe, by one efpecially inhibiting all in- 
ceftuous Marriages, under no lefs a Penalty than 
that of Death. Here we fhall leave him, ’till the 
Affairs in Italy call upon him to revenge the Mur¬ 
der of his Brother Conflans , who was now become 
foie Emperor of the Weft by the Death of Conflan- 
tine , and in the Year 3 j.i gain’d a Battle againft the A. D. 
Franks in Gaul, and the Year following overthrew 34.1. 
and quieted them : from thence he came over into Conflans 
Britain to punifh the Scots and Pills, who had ftar-^," ^ r:! m 
ted out into Rebellion. The Particulars of this GatJ ‘ 
Expedition, which were recorded in the former Parc 
of Ammianus Marcellinus his Hiftorv. are with 


that Piece loft to Poiterity. 


Hiftory 
\fter this he return’d 


into Gaul , and having obtain’d to himfelf a quiet 
Pofteflion of his Brother’s Provinces he grewremifs, 
and through his Intemperance concradted an ill Ha¬ 
bit of Health, which render’d him very unfit for 
Bufinefs, and regardlefs of the State-, nor did he 
take care to fupply it with honeft and able Mini¬ 
fies,but preferr’d thofe to the mod profitable Em¬ 
ployments, who were able to lay down the mod: 
Mony for ’em, and who for that reafon oppreiVd 
the People by an irregular Adminiftration * the O- 
ditrn of which, as it is cuftomary in fuch Cafes, 

flew 
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A D. flew back upon himfelf. This, together with hi 
349. Inactivity, which had render’d him difagreeable i< 

the Army, and the Abfence of Conjiantius , who wa 
Magnenti-employ’d in the Perfian War, encourag’d Magnen- 
us rebels, tius, who had the Command of two Legions, to fei 

up for himfelf, in which he was aflifted by Mar- 
collims PraefeCt of the Treafury. Marcellinus , ir 
Honour of his Son’s Birth-Day, had invited Mag 
■nentius , and feveral among the chief of the Army 
to a Supper j and about Midnight, whilft they wen 
in the height of their Jollity, Magnentius upon a pre 
tenceoffome neceflary Occafion withdrew, but i 
fhort time after return’d in the Imperial Robes at 
tended by a Guard. Thofe of the Company wh< 
were privy to the Defign immediately laluted hin 
with the Title of Emperor, and the reft, who a 
firft look’d on it as no other than a Play or a Jeft 
(and as fuch it’s probable, had the Plot mifearry’d 
they intended it mould pafs) furpriz’d with the thing 
at laft follow’d their Example. Several of the chie 
Citizens of Autun, where this Scene was aCfced 
were then in Company, who concurring with th< 
reft induc’d the Inhabitants to falute and own hin 
as Augujlusj by which means he feiz’d on th< 
Palace, and diftributed Mony among the Multi 
tude, they who continu’d Loyal to their Princi 
being too weak to oppofe him. Having proceedee 
■procures thus far, he fent Gaifo , a principal Commander ir 
Conftans the Army, with a Party of Men to difpatch Con- 

'ler'l m * r ~ fi ans » w h° advis’d of what had pals’d, threw 

eri ' off the Imperial Robe, thinking to make his Efcape 

but was murder’d by Gaifo himfelf in a Place call’c 
Helena , a little Village at the Foot of the Pyrenees 
Thus fell Conflans in the tenth Year after the 
Death of Conftantine his Brother, in the Confullhij: 
A. D. of Sergius and Nigrinianus , An. Dom. 5fo. JHi; 
3 f°- violent End may leem a juft Return of Providence 
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upon him for the Murther of his Brother, and his 
! loofe intemperate Lite. At his firft Entrance upon 
the Government his Adminiftration was both juft 
and vigorous j and it may be (aid of him through¬ 
out his whole Reign, that all the Provinces under 
his Jurifdi&ion enjoy’d a continu’d Serenity for 
he kept the Neighbouring Nations in Peace about 
him, which was attributed rather to his Art in pro¬ 
curing of Hoftages, than the Terror of his Arms: 

But his tyrannical Deportment after his Brother’s 
Death, his Licentious Life, and the little Care he 
had to fee the Difcipline of the Army ftri&ly ob- 
ferv’d, encourag’d Magnentius to rife up againft 
him, and Crown his Rebellion with his Death. A. D. 
But the People quickly found themfelves the Lofers jyo. 
in this unhappy Change, for Magnentius was of a 
cruel barbarous Nature, and being elevated with 
his Succefs caus’d all the Magiftrates in the Coun¬ 
try, whom he had lent for in Conjians his Name, M?gnemi- 
before his Death was known, to be murder’d upon“ s/; " CrH - 
the Road j nor could he reftrain his Hands from e '^‘ 
the Blood of fome of thofe who were Confpirators 
with him. Notwithftanding all thefe his Cruelties, 
and tho’ he had declar’d his two Brothers, Decentius 
and Defiderius , Cafars , and at the fame time difpatch’d 
’em to make fure of Gaul and Spain , yet was his 
Sovereignty frail and precarious 5 for no fooncr had 


Nepotianus , the Nephew of Conftantine the Gr 


Nepotia- 


heard of the Death of Confians, bur. he went with nus ! ,ts u f 
a Company of Gladiators, and fevcral others of • or ■ 

broken and defperate Fortunes, who had efpoufed 
his Caufe, to feize on Row, which fome of A lag - 
nentius his Party had fccur’d before, wherefore lie 
Ltc down before the City and Bciicg'd it ■, hut cn- 
gaging with Marccllinus, whom Magnentius had N ‘T m - 
lent with an Army againft him, he was defeated, 
and loft his Head,after he had pleas’d himfelf with* 
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the Title of Emperor twenty feven Days. But 
Heav’n which thought fit to punifh Magnentius 
for his perfidious Ingratitude to his Matter, rais’d 
Veteranio.him up another Competitor in the Perfon of Fete- 

ranio , General of the Foot in Pannonia. He fear¬ 
ing leaft Magneniius , who was now become Matter 
of Italy , fhould break into Pannonia , and poflefs 
himfelf of that Country too, aflum’d the Imperial 
Robe,and was faluted Emperoi by the Legions un¬ 
der his Command, by whofe Affiilance he fecur’d 
that Province, and fix’d his Head Quarters at Mur fa, 
a Town belonging to it. Some lay he advertis’d 
Conftantius of his Proceedings, promifing to aflift 
him againft Magnentius , which will not feem im¬ 
probable if we confidcr the kmd Ufage he after¬ 
wards met with from that Emperor, who receiv’d 
the News of his Brother’s Death, and Magnentius 
his Ufurpation, with a Refentment that became 
him,and was fully refolv’d to chaftife the Treafon; 
but was at prefent deeply engag’d in the Perftan 
War. For Sapor , taking an Advantage from the 
Difturbance in the Weft, had miferably ravag’d 
Sapor He-Mefopotamia, and was fat down before Nifibis ; 
fuges Niii- an( j finding the Bcfieged refolute to defend it, he 
ls ’ drew the River off from the Town, thinking by 

that means they would be conftrain’d to furrender; 
which when he found ineffedtual, for the Defen¬ 
dants digged very deep Wells, and had Fountains 
within fufficient to fupply that want, he turn’d the 
River againft the Town, and made a Breach in 
the Wall, which however was by an extraordinary 
Induftry repair’d; defpainng therefore of Succefs, 
and hearing the Maffagetes were making Inroadsin- 
a nil return to his own Country, he return’d home after he had 
withlofs. loft a confidcrablc part of his Army. 

A. D. 
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was met by Meflengers from Magnentius with Of¬ 
fers of Accommodation. ’Tis faid that whilft Con- 
fiantius was deliberating on the Anfwer he fhould 
return, his Father appear’d to him in a Dream the 
Night following, \\o\dingConftam in his Hand, bid¬ 
ding him revenge the Death of a Prince defcended 
from fo many Emperors, upon a Tyrant and Mur¬ 
derer, and therein vindicate the Imperial Throne 
from fo foulanAbufe: Whereupon committing the 
Meflengers toCullody, he went with all Expedition 
to Sardica^ Town in Dacia, fcteranio, furpriz'd at 
his Diligence, and having before entertain’d an In¬ 
clination for his Service, went out to meet theEm- 
peror, and receive himarhis approach; who. glad 
of the Advantage, and pleas’d that he ihould not 
have two Enemies to deal with at once, embrac’d 
him, call'd him Father, carry’d him with him to 
Sirmium, fet him at his Table, and confulted with 
him how to prolecate the War. 

But fome time after, when both afcended the Tri¬ 
bunal to harangue the Army, and Conflantius , from 
the Dignity of his Birth, had the Precedency of 
Speech given him} he reminded the Soldiers, in a 
very eloquent Addrefs, how much they were obli¬ 
ged to his Father, whofe Liberality had beenfoex- 
traordinary towards them, and before whom they 
had taken fo many Oaths of Duty and Allegiance to 
his Sons: That therefore they were bound to revenge 
upon Magnentius his Brother’s violent Death, and 
vindicate the Off-fpring of their Patron and Bcne- 
faftor from Trealon and Aflaflination. Upon this 
the Soldiers, fenfibly touch’d by fo pathetical a Re- 
prcfentation,difdaining anUflirper fiiould fit on the 
Throne of Conjlantine the Great, pull’d VetcranioVc tennio 
down from the Tribunal, and depriv’d him of the devoid by 
Imperial Robes, who thereupon threw himlelf at tloe Soi ^ ,tru 
Cor/Jlanttus his Feet, and obtain’d an cafle Pardon 

from 
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from the Emperor; who, in Companion to his ex 
tream Age, allow’d him a Revenue fuitable to hi 
Quality, confining him to Pruftas, a City in Bit by 
7iia^ where he fpent the Refidue of his Days with 
out ever intcrmedling in the Affairs of the Em 
pire. After this, Conftantius , finding the Admini 
ftration of Power and Authority in Countries at ft 
great a diftance a Burden too unequal for one Man 
and defpairir.g now of any Male-Iffue, marry’d Gal 
lus , his Uncle Conftantius' s Son, to his own Sifte 
® ft- Conftar.tina, and conferr’d on him the Title of Cte 
~ Xl * x 'far-, who in his Abfence was to have an Eye upoi 
the Perftans , and take care of the Eaftern Proviir 
ces, while he was intent upon the Ufurpation o 
Magnentius, and fettling the Affairs of the Empin 
in the Weft. But Magnentius, apprehenfive of th< 
Emperor’s Intentions, chofe rather to meet him a- 
broad, than cxpeCt him in thofe he call’d his owr 
Dominions, and thereupon advanc’d with his Arm) 
to Noricum, and thence into Pannonia, where he tool 
Scifcia by Aflault, and. laid it even with the Ground 
After this he wafted the Country lying upon the 
Save, and fate down before Sirmium, but being re¬ 
puls’d from thence by the couragious Defence of 
the Inhabitants, he remov’d, and laid clofe Siege to 
Murfa , which Conftantius svas refolv’d to relieve; 
of whofe Approach when Magnentius was advis’d, 
he difpos’d an Ambufcade of four thoufimd Gauls 
in a Wood adjoining, with Orders to fall upon the 
Enemy’s Rear, when they found both Armies en¬ 
gag’d: Of this the Beflcg’d found Means to ac¬ 
quaint the Emperor, who thereupon fent away two 
Tribunes with a ftrong Detachment to flop up all 
the Avenues to the Place, by which Means the 
whole Party was cut off. 

P), Magnentius feeing his Stratagem ineffectual, gave 
,, Conftantine Battel in the Plains of Murfa ; and both 

Armies 
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\rmics fought with that Resolution, that the Em¬ 
peror, tho’ he gain’d an abfolute and entire Vifto- Magnenti- 
■y, was deeply concern’d to fee how much the 
Strength of the Empire was thereby impair’d and , ^‘ ,1I ”' 
broken. Magnentius is faid to have loft thirty thoufand 
Men in this Fight, but for himfelf,when he found his 
Men begin to give Ground, and fearful of falling into 
the Emperor’s Hands, he turn’d his Horfe loofe, 
adorn’d as it was with the Imperial Ornaments, that 
the Enemy might imagine theRider was {lain,and fled 
with a few of his Party into Italy, there to recruit Flits into 
his broken Troops, and try the Fortune of another My. 
Battel. Conjlantm , as foon as it was Day (for the 
Battel continu’d all Night, with fuch Animofity 
did they engage) beheld from an adjoining Emi¬ 
nence the Plain cover’d with dead Bodies, and the 
River it felf, that ranby,choak’d up with them; at 
which melancholy Sight he could not refrain from 
Tears, exclaiming againft Magnentius, who had been 
deaf to all his Meffages of Peace, tho’ he had made 
him an Offer of Gaul, upon condition he would dif¬ 
arm : He order’d all that were {Iain to be bury’d 
without Diftin£bion, and fuch as were wounded to 
be attended with Care; after which he retir’d to 
Sirmhim , where he refided the reft of this Year, 
and the greateft part of the next, ordering in the mean 
time fome of his Troops to purfu c Magnentius, who 
was retiring in the beft Order he could to Pavia, 
where he defeated Conftantius his Commanders, and 
remov’d from thence with an intent of getting into 
Rome, but at his Approach he found the Gates {hut 
againft him; upon this he palled over into Gaul, From thence 
and by the Affiltance of his two Brothers he rais’d'"*® Gaul - 
a very confiderable Army in thefe Provinces, which 
he knew were firm to his Service, and fo he was 


enabled once more to try his Fortune with the Em- a. D 


peror; who hoping by his Prefence to redeem the 

Lofies 
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LofTes he had fuftain’dby his Generals, after havins 
publifh’d an A£t of Oblivion, whereby he granted 
free Pardon to all fuch as would return to their Du 
ty, excepting thofe who were guilty of the man) 
Murders committed during the Rebellion, andano- 
thcr touching the Auxiliary and Provincial Troops, 
The Emfe- , went in Perfon into Gaul, refolving vigoroufly to 
ror Marche^ e arry on the War againft Magnentius who made fc 
againfihim. r efolute an Qppofition, that feveral Encounters hap 

pen’d between ’em with various Succefs. At length 
Magnentius being defeated near Lyons retreated into 
the Mountains, where after he had endeavour’d in a 
fet Speech to encourage his Men, whofe Spirits be 
gan to fink under their ill Fortune, they anfwer’d 
the Conclufion of it,as the Cuftom was, by an Ac¬ 
clamation i but through an unlucky Miftake, inftead 
of Magnentius Auguftus, faluted him by the Name 
©f Conftantius Augustus. This unlook’d-for Omer 
fo exceedingly difhearten’d him, that he immediate¬ 
ly difpatch’d a Perfon of Senatorial! Rank, and afcei 
him fome Bifhops, to treat of a Peace with the Em¬ 
peror, who would not fo much as admit ’em to his 
Prefence, thereby teaching Magnentius what he was 
to expert from him} who perceiving there was no 
room left for Pardon, recruited his Army in the 
beft manner he could, and a fent a Villain to murder 
Gallus at Antioch , hoping the Emperor would be 
thereby oblig’d to go himfelf in Perfon againft the 
King of Perfia , and withdraw his Army from him, 
But the Perfon he employ’d unadvifedly difeover’d 
the Secret of hisCommiffion before he could put it 
in Execution, and was thereupon executed as aTrai- 
tor. Some time after thij happen’d another Engage¬ 
ment, near a Place call’d at this time Montluel , in 
M ntj _ which Magnentius was entirely routed, and with 
■s again much Hazard made his Efcape into Lyons. Where 
defeated, when heobferv’d thatthechiefofhisFollowecs,-, de- 

fpa ring 
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fpairing now of any farther Succels, 
their Peace with the Emperor, by throwing him up 
into his Hands, and for that purpofe watch’d the 
Houfe wherein he was lodg’d * he fent for thofe 
Friends and Relations that were near, whom in the 
Extravagance of Defpair he flew with his own Hands, 
wounded mortally, as he thought, his Brother De- 
fiderius, and at lafi: difpatch’d himfelf, to prevent 
tailing alive into Conftantius's Power, and to avoid 
ilingring Death } after he had reign’d three Years 
md an half. This was the deferv’d End of a Ty¬ 
rant and Ufurper ; the full Rebel that brought a 
Scandal upon Chriftianity, fof which he made an 
)utward Profcflion) by the Murder of his lawful So¬ 
vereign. He was a Man of a prodigious Stature, and 
noil outragiousMorals j for hemade both Law and 
leligionfubfervienttohis Ambition, and inthePur- 
uitof his afpiring Defigns, trampled under Foot all 
he Obligations of Nature and Humanity. His Bro- 
her Deccntius heard of his Death, whilft he was pre¬ 
wing to relieve him j and judging it impoflible to ch¬ 
ain his Pardon from the Emperor, hang’d himfelf on 
he 18th of Augufl, at Senon<e in Gaul: Tho’ Defiderius 
vas no fooner cur’d of his Wounds, but upon a fub- 
niflive Application he met with an eafie Pardon from 
lonftantius ; who however punilh’d, with great Seve¬ 
nty, the Chief of thofe who had join’d with Mag- 
again ft him. Thus the Roman Empire, which 
onftantme the Great had divided among his Three 
ons, became united in thePerfonof Conftantius the 
econd, inthe 17th Yearof hisReign, and the $f 3d 
her the Birth of our Saviour, he himfelf being in 
is fixth, and Gallus in his fecond Confulatc. 

Ilf. At Arles the Emperor celebrated the Circen - 
'm Games, upon the account of this important Vi- 
oryj the News of which, when it was brought to 

C Rome, 
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Rome, was receiv’d with great Demonftrations of 
Joy and Satisfadion by the Senate and People j 
Cerealis , Prsefed of the City, ereded a Statue to 
Confiantius , with an Infcription declaring him the 
Reftorer of the City and the Empire, and the Abo- 
lifher of the late raoft peftilent Tyranny* whilft the 
Emperor in the mean time was bufic at Lyons, in 
fettling the Peace of thofe Parts, and reftoring them 
to their former Obedience. He firft publifh’d a ge¬ 
neral Pardon, and Ad of Oblivion, to all who were 
not guilty of any capital Crimes, fuch as Murder and 
the like , and then made void all the publick Ads of 
the Cfurper, in feveral of which he had grievoufly 
opprefs’d thofe, who during his Ufurpation had flood 
firm to their Faith and Integrity. And to prevent 
fuch Robberies as would otherwife enfue upon dis¬ 
banding the Army, he by an Ed id commanded all 
thofe who were to bedifmifs’d, to apply themfelves 
either to Tillage or Merchandize j threatning to 
punifh theDifobedient with Death. 

The reft of this Year, and the former part of that 
which follow’d, he continu’d either at Lyons or dries ; 

A. D. but towards the Spring he remov'd to Valentia , 
3 P 4 - where he waited for the Provifions of his Army to 

be fent thither out of dquitain, and prepar’d for at 
Expedition againft Gundomadus and Vadomarius. 
two Brothers, and Kings of the Germans j who b) 
their frequent Incurfions wafted the Borders o 
Gaul , and the adjoining Provinces. Here he firl 
receiv’d the unwelcome News of Gallus Ctffar's ex- 
The extra- travagant Deportment in the Eaft, who behav’d him 

TJvioffof ^ more ^ke a Tyrant and Madman, thanaPrinci 
<Saliu^ ° 10 g overn the Provinces committed to his Care 

’ His unexpeded Advancement, and fome flight Ad 
vantages obtain’d over the Jews and Perftans at hi 
Entrance upon the Government, had inflill’d inn 
him fo much Pride and Arrogance, that he brolo 

ou 
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out into all the Afts of Violence imaginable j Much 
wou’d have ended in the Deftruftion of him that 
rais’d him, had his Power been equal to his Ambb 
tion. And left at any time his Palfions fhould grow 
cool, they were kept in a continual Flame, by the 
reftlefs and turbulent Spirit of his Wife, that Mega- Con * 
ra of her Sex, whofe Thirft after Blood was as great ftantina - 
as that of her Husband. Some were murder’d upon 
bare Sufpicion, others depriv’d of their Eftates, and 
turn’d ouc a begging, without the Appearance of 
any Accufer, or lb much as a Slave, to put theleaft: 
colour of Jullice upon their Proceedings. Mens 
Lives were bought and fold, without any other Con- 
fideration, than the Pleafure or Advantage of thofe 
that drove the Bargain. Thus Clematius , a Noble¬ 
man of Alexandria, was murder’d by the Procure¬ 
ment of his Wife’s Mother. She burning in Luft 
towards him;, and not able to obtain her unnatural 
Defites, turn’d her Love into Hatred, and refolv’d 
to ruin, what file could not enjoy. To which Pur- 
pofe the apply’d her felf to Con/lantina , and prefent- 
ing her with a Bracelet of great Value, obtain’d a 
Warrant to Honor at us. Comes of the Eaft, to put 
him to Death, which was executed accordingly. 

Thefc Proceedings made Gallus his Government 
infupportablc, and occafion’d vaft Mifchiefsj which 
however ‘thalajjius, the PrafeRus Prdtorio, might Thalatfius 

in fome meafure have prevented, had he afted jtnt’iiehti- 
prudently j but being himfelf of an haughty, ar- ww> 
rogant Temper, he oppos’d him with too much 
Heat and Licence, fending the Emperor Informa¬ 
tion of all his Aftions, not privately, but in pub- 
lick, and with a Defign Gallus fhould know he had 
done it} which, inltead of reclaiming him, made 
him aft with more Fury and Defperation. Thus 
V/cre the Eaftern Provinces opprefs’d by their own 
Prince at home, and at the lame time inl'uked by 

C z their 
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their Enemies abroad. For the Ifaurt^ a People 
accuftom’d to a ravenous pilfering Life, made fre¬ 
quent Inroads into the neighbouring Parts, where 
they committed all manner of Violence, to revenge, 
as they pretended, an injurious Affront offer’d their 
Nation at Iconium , a Town in Piftdia , where fome 
of their Countrymen were expos’d to wild Beafts 
upon theTheatre, contrary to the Precepts of Chri- 
ftianity, and thcCuftom of Chriftians. After they 
had rifled all the Merchant Ships they could find 
riding on theCoaft, and from thence proceeded in¬ 
to the Inland Countries, dealing and killing what¬ 
ever came in their way, they fate down before Se- 
leucia , and laid clofe Siege to it. Of thi> frequent 
Complaints being made to Gallus , he fer.t Nebndius 
to relieve the Place, who haften’d with what For¬ 
ces he could draw together to raife the Siege 5 of 
whofe Approach, when the Rovers were advertis’d, 
they fav’d him the Labour, for they retir’d into the 
neighbouring Mountains with Precipitation, and 
difpers’d themfelves. 

Nor had the King of Perfia any better Succcfs at 
this time in his Attempts upon the Empire j he had 
order’d Nohodares, his General, to fall upon Me- 
fopotamia , who found the Coalts too well fecur’d 
by ftrong Forts and Garrifons to attempt any thing 
upon them, and therefore dire&ed his whole De- 
fign againft Battle , a Town famous for a Mart 
held there every Year about the beginning of Sep¬ 
tember, whither the choiceft Indian Commodities 
were at that time Imported from other Parts for 
Sale 5 this Town he hop’d to furprize by means of 
a Wildernefs that was near it, but his Intentions 
were difeover’d, and he forc’d to retreat with Lofs 
and Difgrace. The Saracens in the mean time were 
more fuccefsful in their Irruptions, roving up and 

down, and deftroying all they met j and tnen on a 

fudden 
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fudden retiring, without giving the Enemy time to 
think upon a Recovery, or Revenge. 

During thefe Tranfa&ions Gallus fo far proceeded 
in his Outrages at Antioch , that he grew a Burden 
and Plague to all good Men, exercifing his Cruel¬ 
ties upon all alike, without regard to Qudity, Sex 
or Age. He had murder’d the Principal among 
the Senators, had not Hom*atus , Cones of the 
Eaft, oppos’d it with an inflexible Refolution j and 
he was fo highly delighted with the bloody Shows, 
which he exhibited daily upon the Theatre, that 
he had no regard to the publick Edicts of the Em¬ 
pire, by which they were exprefly forbidden. Of 
all thefe his Outrages Conjlantius was inform’d by 
‘thahjjius and others, and therefore refolv’d to de¬ 
prive him of his Dignity, but endeavour’d firft by 
fair Means and fober Remonttrances to recal him to 
his Duty, and commanded Dr/nitian the Praefe£t, 
upon his Arrival in Syria, to try by all gentle Ap¬ 
plications to reclaim him But he, inftead of fol¬ 
lowing the Emperor’s Inftru&ions, behav’d himfelf 
with too much Arrogance and Indifcretion, and pro¬ 
vok’d Ccefar to that degree, who did not ufually 
meet with fuch rough CJfage, that he procur’d him 
and Montius the Quaeftor in a cruel manner to be 
murder’d, as he did likewilc Epigonitis, Eufebius , 
Apollinaris the Father, and the Son, and feveral 
others. 

Thus groan’d the Eaftern Provinces under the 
tyrannical Government of Gallus , of which tho’ 
Conftantius was but too fenfible, he was not yet at 
leifure to reprefs him ; for whilfl he refided at Va - 
Imtia, the better to profecute his German Expediti¬ 
on, his Army, which lay then at Cabillon, was ready The Army 
to mutiny for want of Provifion, which had like to ^ tamu - 
have prov’d fatal to Ruffinus , Prafe blits Pretoria of^ 
thefe Parts} for he being Uncle to Gallus by th Cwmofpn 

C j Mother’s vi/mi. 
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Mother’s fide, was for his fake grown obnoxious 
to the Soldiers before, and was now requir’d to 
give them an Account how their Neceflaries came 
to be detain’d fo long from them •, and if the for¬ 
warded: among them, and thofe who were capable 
of doing the tnoft Mifchief, had not been appeas’d 
by fome Prefents of Gold fent for that Purpofe to 
Cabillon , by thofe who were chiefly concern’d, 
the Severity of their Inquifition had undoubtedly 
extended to his Life; but their Fierccnefs and Ani- 
mofity being by this means quieted, and Provifions 
arriving in abundance not long after, t.ie Prtefeft 
fav’d his Life, and the Army was in a readinefs to 
march. They met with a vigorous Refinance at 
Rauracum , on the Banks of the Rhine, where when 
the Emperor had order’d a Bridge to be laid over, 
the Enemy from the other fide ply’d the Work¬ 
men fo warmly with their Darts and Arrows, that 
it was impoffible for them to appear upon the Wa¬ 
ter } this reduc’d the Emperor to great Straits, for 
he knew not what Courfe to take, ’till one unex¬ 
pectedly offer’d himfelf fora Guide, and undertook, 
for a good Reward, to conduft ’em over at a Place 
where it was fordable j which, in the Obfcurityof 
the Nighr, he had certainly effe&ed, had not the 
Dt fign been difeover’d by fome of their own Coun¬ 
try-men, who had principal Ports of Command in 
the Army Notwithstanding which, the Germans 
fome time after,doubtful of the Succel's of their Arms, 
if they perfifled to the Extremity, fent fcvcral a- 
mong the chief of their Nobility to fue for Par¬ 
don and a Peace •, to which the Emperor, by the 
Advice of his Council, and Approbation of his Ar¬ 
my, readily confented, and fo was now at leifureto 
confult what effcftual Methods were to be taken ro 
fupptefs and ruin hisCoufin: The better to accor,v 
plirti which he writ feveral obliging Letters to Con- 

Ji ant hut) 
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Jlantina , exprefling a mighty Defire to fee her, and Conftanti- 
invited her by ali the tender Infinuation* imagina- 
ble to come to Court, thinking that the readicft ° 

way to draw Gallus thither after her. She was too 
fenfible of what fhe had done not to apprehend the 
word from the Emperor j however fhe hop’d by 
her artful Infinuations, and the Privilege of a Sitter, 
to difarm his Rage, and without any farther Deli¬ 
beration fet out to attend him, but was overtaken 
by a Feaver, which put an end to her Journey, and Conftanti- 
her Life, at Cant Galliciani in Bithynia. This threw na d,e> • 
Gallus into a great Perplexity, for he had now loll: 
his only Advocate with the Emperor, whom he 
had too much provok’d, and who he knew was too 
inclinable to deftroy his Kindred, to liften to any 
Plea he could make, and was ready to lay hold 
on any Opportunity to deftroy him. So that had 
he met with any Encouragement, or could have 
trufted thofe about him, who now began to de- 
fert him in diftruft of his inconftant Temper, and 
Apprchenfion of Canjlantius his Power, he had cer¬ 
tainly aflum’d the Title of Emperor} but growing 
every Day more perplex’d in Mind, and being by 
feveral repeated Mefiages importun’d from the Em¬ 
peror to come with all fpeed into his Prefence, but 
above all perfuaded to it by Scudito the Tribune, a 
crafty insinuating Man, who gave him all imagina¬ 
ble Aflurances on the Emperor’s Part} he lefc s.Inti- 
vchf and fet out for Conjlantinople , where like a Man 
in themidft of Security he exhibited publick Shows 
to the People, and through his confident Behaviour 
made Conjlantius more follicitous to provide for his 
Deftru&ion j he therefore remov’d all the Garrifons 
out of the Towns through which he was to pafs, 
left his Dcfiperation might m ike him work any 
thing upon the Soldiers, and kept fuch a ttrio: 

Watch upon him, that when he arriv’d at Adriam- 

4 . pie. 
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pie , and the Ithebean Legions quarter’d in thofe 
Parrs offer’d him their utmoft Affiftance, the Mef- 
fengers were fo narrowly obferv’d, that they could 
by no means gain an Opportunity of fpeaking with 
him. 

Here he receiv’d frefh Letters requiring him to 
haflen away, and ten publick Carriages were pro¬ 
vided for the Conveniency of his Equipage, but 
all the Officers of his Court were left behind, ex¬ 
cept fome few that attended in his Chamber, and 
waited on him at his Table. In this melancholy 
Condition he was hurried away to Petow , or Peto- 
vio in Noricum , curfing his own Eafinefs that had 
thus betray’d him into the Hands of his Enemies, 
and flung with Remorfe for his many Murders and 
caufelefs Cruelties > in this Agony of his Confid¬ 
ence, that he might no longer doubt of theDefigns 
laid againfl him, Barbatio and Jpodemius appear’d 
attended by a Company of Soldiers, whom Gallus 
knew the Emperor had oblig’d fo well that they 
would decline executing nothing he would com¬ 
mand; and Barbatio the next Day enter’d his Cham¬ 
ber before it was hardly Light, depriv’d him of 
the Imperial Robe, and cloath’d him in a common 
Habit, affuring him in the mean time by repeated 
Oaths, that nothing worfethan what he had already 
feen and felt was intended by the Emperor againu 
him ; but ordering him to rife with all fpeed he im¬ 
mediately clapp’d him into a clofe Litter, and con¬ 
vey’d him to a Place near Pola in Ijlria , whither 
Conjlantius had fent Commiffioners to examine him 
about thofe he had put to Death at s.Intioch . He, 
with Looks full of Fearand Confufion, endeavour’d 
the beft he could to clear himfelf, alledging that 
what had been done proceeded chiefly from the In- 
lfigation of his Wife Conjlantina. Conjlantius grew 
the more enrag’d at this Anfwcr, which reflc&ed 

1 i 

in 
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in fo high a meafure upon his Sifter, and confe- 
quently upon himfelfi for which Reafon, placing 
his whole Security in the Deftru&ion of Gullits, he 
rcfolv’d to put an end to his own Fears, and the 
ether’s Life together ;-and accordingly fign’d the Or¬ 
ders for his Death, which was executed upon him a s Gallus ?“' 
if he had been a common Thief. Thus fell Gallus ts D,Mh ° 
Cxfar in the 19th Year of his Age, and the beginning 
of the fourth after his Promotion j he was the Son 
of Conftantius , Brother to Conftantine the Great, and 
of Galla, Sifter of Rujftnus and Cerealis ; his Death 
was chiefly owing to his own Tyrannical Deport¬ 
ment, but in a great meafure to the Procurement of 
Eufebius the Eunuch, his inveterate Enemy, and to 
Scudilo and Barbatio , who accus’d him of more 
Crimes than he really was guilty of, for which Vil- 
lany they met with a juft Reward, as we {hall fee 
hereafter. He was a comely well-pioportion’d Man, 
of yellow Hair, and a thin Beard, but fo deprav’d 
in his Morals, that Ammianus will have him as much 
beneath his Brother Julian in every thing that was 
Good and Virtuous, as Domitian came fhort of Ti¬ 
tus. Callus was kill’d in the 1106 th Year of the Ci¬ 
ty, the 3f4th from our Saviour’s Nativity, the fe- 
cond of the z8 -d Olympiad , Conftantius the feventh, 
and Gallus Cafar the third time Confuls. 

IV. The Emperor lay at Milan when he receiv’d 
the News of Ccsfar 's Death, and what with the 
late Treafons of Magnentius , and Gallus his info- 
lent Behaviour, he was grown fo jealous and di-Conthnti- 
ftruftful, that his Ears were open to all the Ac- 
cufations, by which his F.unuchs and other infi- 7 ™^ 1 ^ 
nuating Courtiers procur’d the Ruin of many brave 
Men. He had by ’'is Severity, and the Death of 
fcveral Perfons, render’d his Victory, obtain’d over 
Magnentius , lefs acceptable to the People, who 

found 
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found the A& of Indemnity of no Advantage t, 
whomfoever the Emperor had the leaf! Reaion ti 
ijiiftruft. Some upon little more than the bare Sha 
clow of Guilt- were firft fetter’d like the Wild Beafb 
and then were put to Death, depriv’d of their E 
Hates, or banifh’d, and that without the Appearanci 
of any Accufer againft them. Thefe Proceeding 
caft a great Blot upon the Reign of Conjluntm 
efpecially in the Opinion of our Writers} for thi 
EfFe£b of his Jealoufie extended as far as this 1 
Paul, * fland, whither one Paul , a Notary, born in Spain 
Spanifh was fent to reduce fuch of the Army as had rc 
yM ^^v 0 lted to Magnentius. They that were guilty pur 

7 aTn Bn ~ chas’d their Safety with their Mony, by whicl 

way of Traffick, having once rafted the Sweetnef 
His Be- of Riches, like a ravenous Wolf, he ran headlong 
Uviour into all villanous Prattices, making the moft inno- 
there. cent guilty, if they had but Eltates, in whicl 

he intended to have a Share. One Martin was at 
this time Vicar of thefe Provinces, who being much 
offended at Paul's Oppreffions, endeavour’d at firft 
by his Interceflions to Hoop the Career of his Vil- 
Jany, but finding that ineffeftual, he was then forc'd 
more openly to oppofe him} and the Conteft grew 
fo high between them, that he refolv’d at length 
to quit this Place, rather than be a Witnefs of 'the 
daily Outrages that were committed. Paul, fore- 
fieeing this would put an end to his Trade, refolv’d 
to put him down among thofe that were to be ac¬ 
cus’d, and us’d all his Intereft at Court, that he 
might be fent for with the reft} of which when 
Martin was inform’d he attempted to kill the Vil* 
lain, but failing therein he turn’d his Sword againll 
himfelf, and by that means eafed Paul of his Ap- 
prehenfions, who purfu’d his Purpofe, and carry’d 
his Prifoners up in Chains to Court, where foffle 
fuffer’d a long uncomfortable Imprifonmcnr, others 

were 



z 7 


Chap. I- XLII. Conftantius. 

ieverc put to Torture fome were profcrib’d and 
jjanifb’d, and others put to Death. This was the 
ufe the Emperor made of his Succefs againft Mag- 
nentius , for after he found himfelf free from Gal- 
Jus, he grew exceedingly elevated, and gave himfelf 
up to the Hyperbolical Encomiums of his AmbitF 
ous Flatterers, by whom he was fo far poifon’d as 
to arrogate to himfelf the Title of Lord of the 'whole 
World-, yet whilft he afpir’d to tranfeend the Dig¬ 
nity of the greateft, he outwardly pretended to 
equal the Morality of the very beft of Princes. 
But ftill his Ears continu’d fo open to whatever 
Accusations were offer’d to him, that Multitudes 
of People were brought out of the Eaft in Chains 
to Aquileia , where one Arbora and Eifebius fate 
upon ’em as Judges, and without making any Di- 
ftin&ion between the Guilty and Innocent pafs’d 
Judgment equally upon all, fentercing fome to the 
Rack, and after that to Banifhment* others to Ser¬ 
vile Offices in the Army, and the reft to Death it 
felfj for ’tis obferveablc throughout this Emperor’s 
Reign, that few or none efcaped Condemnation 
in qne of thefe kinds upon the fmalleft Prefumpti- 
on of their Guilt. Thefe venerable Judges having 
difpatch’d the Bufinefs for which they were fenu 
return’d back in Triumph to Conjlantius , who 
whilfl he was employ’d in making Laws at Milan, 
relating to the Corporations and feveral Officers of 
State, and in too ftrirft an Inquifttion after Offen¬ 
ders, receiv’d Advice that the Lcntienfes , a People 
dwelling upon the Borders of Germany, made fre¬ 
quent Incurfions into the Roman Territories, upon 
which War was declar’d againft them. The Em¬ 
peror fet out in Perfon againft them, and having 
march’d his Army into Rhcetia, he there call’d a 
Council of War, wherein it was refolv’d that Ar- 
bstio , Mafter of the Horfc, fhould be fciu before 


Conftanti- 

us his Va¬ 
nity. 
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with a fele£fc Body, and fall upon ’em on a fudde 
near the Lake of Conftance. Arbetio follow’d h 
Orders, but the Enemy, being inform’d of h 
coming, fet upon him at fo great an Advantagi 
that his Men were routed, and by the Favour ( 
the Night ranil of ’em efcap’d back to the Camj 
The Germans were fo elevated with this Succe 
that they renew’d their Exairflons, and before i 
was Light fallied out almoft as far as the Roma 
Camp; but were fo warmly receiv’d, firft by th 
Scutarii provok’d by their Infolence, and by degree 
by the reft of the /Army, that the greatert part o 
them were deftroy’d, the reft flying as faft as the' 
could from the Purfuers, leaving the Fields cover’< 
with the Slain. After the Emperor had obtain’i 
this fignal Victory he return’d in Triumph to Mi 
Ian , and there took up his Winter-Quarters. 

There he had not long ftaid before his groundlef 
Jealoufies expos’d him to new Troubles, whicl 
were like to have ended in his Ruin. Sylvanus al 
that time commanded in Gaul, whither he was feni 
by the Procurement and Authority of Arbetio , whe 
^ P was Conful this Year together with Lollianus. Syl- 
' ' vanus ow’d this Advancement to the jealous Arti- 
flees of Rival Courtiers, who are apt to fend thofe 
who are able to difpute their Mafter’s Favour with 
them, far from his Prefence upon fome dangerous 
Employment. Gaul had of late been very much 
diftrefs’d by the Inroads of the barbarous Nations 
their Neighbours, who laid all waftc before them 
with Fire and Sword. Arbetio thought this the moft 
convenient Expedition to remove Sylvanus , if not 
out of the World, at leaft out of the Emperor’s Sight, 
who as yet highly efteem’d him for his Merit. He 
was a brave experienc’d Commander, and proceeded 
with that Conduft againft the Enemy, that by his 
Means Gaul was deliver’d from their Incurlions. In 

the 
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e mean time Dynamius , a chief Commander in the 
my, forg’d a Letter, directed fiom Sylvanus to 
s Friends at C< art, exhorting them to affift him 
his Defigo, which was no leis than the Ufurpa- 
m of the Empire. This Letter was produc’d, 
d Dynamius appointed to enquire into the Matter; 
io immediately apprehended all thofe nam’d in 
s Paper who were near at hand, and fent to fecure 
s reft, who were abroad in the fcveral Colonies, 
he Matter made fo great a Noife, and was of fuch 
igh Confequence, that Sylvanus could not but 
now the dangerous Condition of his Affairs: And 
ho’, upon a ttritter Enquiry, Florentius^ great Matter 
f the Houttiold, difcover’d the whole Intrigue, 
et Sylvanus , who was well acquainted with the 
Imperor’s credulous Temper, and knew how indu- 
rinus Arbetio was to deftroy him, concluded he 
lould be condemn’d abfent and unheard, and there- 
>re at firft refolv’d to throw himfelfinto the Arms 
f the Barbarians; but being diffuaded from that 
y his Friends, he at length afliim’d the Imperial^** 013 * 
labit; encourag’d to it by his Principal Officers,^ 
nd forc’d upon it for his own Prefervation. The ” 
News of this Ufurpation was brought to the Em- 
eror at Milan , who in great Aftonifbment fum- 
non’d his Council in the dead of Night, to con- 
pit with them what was to be done upon fo great 
In Emergency Every one teftify’d his fenfe of the 
Danger, in the Dittra&ions of his Countenance; 
hey found it eafier to raife a Storm than to lay it; 
lor knew they whom they could chufe, able to op- 
>ole the Torrent they faw rolling down upon ’em. 

^t length they pitch’d upon Urficims , an old Sol -Againjl 
her, pri fc£bly acquainted in Military Affairs, ha ” iom Ur ' 
ing ferv’d under and with Conjlantine the Great in^ nus “ 
11 his Wars. He find of late been in Difgrace, but 
now lent for, and receiv’d with all the Honour 

they 
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they thought due to a Deliverer. In employir 
him the Courtiers propos’d to themfelvcs a doub! 
Advantage i for if he mifcarry’d in the Atterftp 
then fhould they be deliver’d from one, whole At 
ger they fear’d would, fome time or other, brea 
out in a juft Revenge upon ’em* for the Injuries h 
had receiv’d ■, but if he prevail'd upon Sy/varn, 
then they fhould be deliver’d from the Dangt 
which at prefent hung over their Heads. 

It was refolv’d in Council, that Conftantius , as i 
he knew nothing of Syivanus his affuming the Im 
perial Title, fhould fend him a Letter by Urficinu. 
enjoining him to accept of him for his SucccfTot 
and return, and enjoy thofe Places he held before a 
Court. Hereupon Urficinus receiv’d his Difpatches 
and taking with him ten Afliftants, among whoo 
was Ammianus Marcellinus the Hiftorian, he madi 
all the Hafte he could, the better to conceal his Ex 
pedition from Syivanus j but notwithftanding all hi 
Diligence, the News of it was got before him t< 
Cologn , where at his Arrival he found a great Bod] 
of Forces drawn together in Defence of Sylvanui 
tJpon this Urficinus took other Meafures, and en 
deavour’d to mafter his Defigns by an outward fhov 
qf ■Submiflion and Obedience. This procur’d him 
a kind Reception from Sylvanu r, who admitted him 
to kifs the Purple, as the Cuftom was of falutinjj 
Emperors, and freely open’d all his Thoughts to 
him, confulting with him what was to be done foi 
their mutual Security} and complaining with great 
Indignation, how vile, unworthy Perfons were pre- 
ferr’d to the Confulate, from which they had been 
hitherto moft unjuftly excluded, and treated with 
all Inhumanity,the one being ftain’d with falfe Ac- 
cufations of Treafon, and the other hurry’d out o( 
the Eaft, and expos’d to the fubtle Praftices of hi) 
Enemies, This Security in Syivanus was of great 

Ad- 
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dvantage to Urftcintts , and his Afiociates; for by 

[ agrees they wrought fo effe&ually withfomeot the 
uards, that early one Morning they let uponthofe 
ho had the Charge of the Palace, and having kill’d Sylvanus 
m, dragg’d Sylvanus out of a Chappel, whither hc mmtler J - 
ad fled, and cut him Pieces. Thus fell a brave de¬ 
fying Captain, whom the crafty Malice of his Ene- 
lies, join’d with the Emperor’s Credulity, had forc’d 
i his own Defence to ulurp the Imperial Title: For 
ho’ there was fcarce a Man in the Empire deferv’d 

! lore of Conjlantius than himfelf,both for his Father’s 
ervices and his own, yet he knew all would be too 
ttle to oppofe the natural Jealoufie and Credulity 
f that Prince. Ammianus reports, that before he was 
lain in Gaul, the People at Roma cry’d out in the Cir- 
us Maximus, without any known Motive, or certain 
Grounds, that Sylvanus was overthrown. 

I 

V. Conjlantius exprefs’d an extraordinary Joy at 
his happy Deliverance, but made a very ill ufe of 
It, for he grew more infolent and proud from his 
Security; and, like Domitian, whoquarrell’d with all 
that were better than himfelf, inftead of rewarding 
Urficinus for his extraordinary Service, he call’d him 
to a ftridt Account for fome Mony which he falfly 


pretended he had intercepted in Gaul-, and proceed¬ 
ed with fuch Rage againft Sylvanus his Friends, thac 
tho’ Proculus , a lean infirm Man, endur’d the Rack 
with a wonderful Conftancy, without accufing or 
mentioning the name of any one Perfon whatfoever, 
affirming on the contrary, that what Sylvanus did 
was purely out ofNeccflity, not Ambition j inftan- 
cing that when he paid the Army, five Days before 
he aflum’d the Imperial Title, he then us’d the Name 
and Authority of Conjlantius , exhorting them all to 
be conllam in their Loyalty to him * which he would 
not have done, had he defign’d to let up for himfelf, 

but 


l 



3 z The Roman Hijlory. Vol. Ill, 

but have perverted the Treafure to hisown Advan¬ 
tage: And tho’ many more were ready to atteft 
this as real matter of Fadfc, yet was Proculus and fe- 
veral others condemn’d and executed. 

Thefe his cruel Proceedings againft his own Sub¬ 
jects at home, were in fome meafure reveng’d upon 
him by his Enemies abroad; for the barbarous Na¬ 
tions, in Contempt of the Peace lately fign’d, broke 
in upon Gaul, and laid wafte all before ’em This 
exceedingly perplex’d the Emperor, who continu’d 
itill at Milan, and was at that time unwilling to Hit 
out of Italy himfelf, and therefore he was of Ne- 
ceffity to reprefs the Barbarians by fome other Hand. 
Upon this he thought of promoting Julian, the Bro¬ 
ther of Gallus , to the Dignity of Cafar, tho’ he was 
therein oppos’d by his Sycophants that were about 
him ; who, when he proteiled that he was unable to 
fuftain the great Burden of the Empire alone, affirm’d 
nothing was fo difficult but muft of neceffity give way 
to his extraordinary Courage and Conduit: And 
had certainly diverted him from his Defign, had not 
theEmprcfs interpos’d; who whether averfc to long 
and dangerous Expeditions, or obferving new Trou¬ 
bles arifing in Pannonia, and that the King of Perfta 
was preparing to make good his Claim upon Armenia 
and Me/opotamia, concluded it impoffible for the Em¬ 
peror to oppofe fo many Enemies at once, and pre¬ 
vail’d with Conflantitts to purfue his Intentions. 

Julian had been lately fent for out of Jchaia, 
and hitherto devoted himfelf wholly to Study: 
But now the Emperor, having call’d the Army 
together at Milan , mounted a Tribunal made for 
that purpofe more confpicuous than ordinary, and 
plac’d Julian on his Right Hand; then he addrefs’d 
himfelf to the Soldiers, telling ’em under what Nc- 
cefflties the Empire lay at prefent, and how much 
he flood in need of an JJiftant ; that therefore he 

wets 
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was inclinable , with their Approbation^ to dignifie his 
Coup* Julian with the Title and Authority of Cas¬ 
par, who was a young Man of approv'd Modefly and 
extraordinary good Hopes. As he was proceeding 
:he Army interrupted him, telling him it was the 
Will of God , and it pmtld be fo : Upon which Julian 
Han was cloath’d in the: Purple Robe, and declared ud 




'afar. Then the Emperor, with a grave and fet 
led Countenance, faluted him with the Title of 


Mojl Loving Brother 3 
[ o his Glory , that he , 
n a manner Hereditary , 
'ation 3 that he look'd 

n the Empire , 


telling him, it added much 


fo 


if 


A 


Affo 


\ni Labours that attended it \ that he committed 
Saul to bis Protections and plat'd him at the Head 


f a ft 


* 

that being a Valiant 


ill 


and 


himfelf he made m doubt but he would ap¬ 
pear fuch upon Occafton at the Head of his Troops % 
\nd animate his Soldiers by his own Courage , and 
<e a Witnefs of theirs 3 that he might promife him - 
elf from him dll the Love and A fit fiance he could 
xpebl i concluding, that he made no doubt but by 
loci's Afiifiance they fhould govern the Roman World 
vith equal Piety , Prudence and Moderation. Thus 
hlian was created CcCfar at Milan , on the fixtH 
if November , 

Milams , 

In a few Days after Julian was marry’d to Hele - 
0, the Emperor’s Sifter 3 and having prepar’d all 
hings rcquifitc for his Journey, he fet out far Gaul 
vith a fmall Train on the firfl: of November , the 
ianperor himfelf attending him part of his way. At 
"aurinum (or Trent) he was firft inform’d of the 
turn of Cologne , a famous City in the fecond Ger- 
my 3 which the Barbarians had taken and levell’d 

?ith the Ground. This fecm’d an ill Omen to his' 

D tfri* 
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firft Undertaking, and made him fay, That all tht 
Advantage he was like to receive from his Promotion, 
was to perifi with more Vexation , and to make a great¬ 
er Noife at his Fall. At Vienna he was receiv’d with 
the general Applaufe of the People, who welcom’d 
him with all Expreffions of Joy, and embrac’d him 
as their Deliverer. And when a blind old Woman, 
who ask’d what Prince was then making his En- 
trance, was anfwer’d it was Julian , ftie reply'd, 
Then this is he who is to ref ore the Temples of tin 
A. D. Gods. Here he enter’d into his firft Confulate, the 

Emperor, now eight times Ccnful, being his Part- 
J" net : And before the Winter was well advanc’d he 

receiv’d Intelligence that Augufodunum (now M 
tun) a large City of great Antiquity, was befieg’d 
by the Barbarians, which he prepar’d with all fpeed 
to relieve ■, but upon bis Approach he found the 
Enemy had rais’d the Siege, and were retir’d: 
Whom with the light Part of his Army he purfu’d 
with fuch Diligence, that he overtook ’em nearTH 
caffin , in Higher Daupbine, where they engag’d him 
in great Multitudes, and fome of ’em he took, moK 
he kill’d, and the reft he put to Flight. After rhiil 
Action he remov’d to Rheims, where the mainBodjl 
of his Army waited in a Readinds for him, undeil 
the Command of Marcellus and Urficinus. Fronl 
hence, after he had held a Council of War, hi 
march’d againft the Enemy j who, taking the Adi 
vantage of a dark wet Night, and their Ignorancfio! 
the Way, fell upon his Rear, and had cut off two o| 
his Legions, had not the reft of his Army, alarm’d bl 

the fudden Noife, turn’d back to their Refcue. Till 

made him more cautious in his Marches, and all 
tempt fome of the Cities upon the Borders, whel 
when he had matter'd’em he might lyefecurely, atl 
make Excurfions from thence at his Plcafure. ifl 
eider to which he advanc’d towards Brotomagmi I 
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0r Worms^ which after a fuccefsfulFightagainft the 
Germans , who endeavour’d to hinder his Defigns, 
he took, as he did feveral others that prov’d of great 
Service to him in the Courfe of the War. From 
Worms he remov’d to Cologne , which he caus’d to 
be re-built} and flay’d here long enough to con¬ 
clude a Peace with the Kings of the Franks , who 
grew weary of the War, and deliver’d him up one 
of their ftrong Towns. After this he went to Tri- 
irs , and from thence to Senonce , where he took up 
his Winter-Quarters. Whilft he lay here, the E- 
nemy, being inform’d that a confiderable part of 
the Army were abfent, or difpers’d through the v ^ 
Country for converriency of their Quarters, came r u *>/ in s*. 
on a fudden and laid Siege to the Town. He with non'sc •. 
his Officers kept Watch Day and Night upon the 
Walls, and tho’his Numbers were too weak to make 
i a Sally, he defended the Place fo long ’till the Enemy 
defpairing to take the Town rais’d the Siege, and Ar “ l ra 'f es 
drew off. All this while Marcellas lay near at hand , ,he Siegg ’ 
and yet he never ftirr’d to relieve Ctefar , or preferve 
the Place, which he ought to have done, tho’ Ju¬ 
lian had not been in it. For his Omiffion the Em¬ 
peror, as foon as he was inform’d of it, turn’d him 
out of his Commiffion, and confin’d him to his 
Houfe. This Proceeding made Marcellus imagine 
himfelf highly injur’d by Ca/ar t on whom he was 
refolv’d to be reveng’d, by in ft filing into the Em¬ 
peror’s Ears fuch things as might raife his Jealoufie, 
and end in Julian's Ruin. Julian knowing well the Being ac- 
Malice of the one, and the fupine Credulity of the cu i eJ h 
other, fent Eutherius to anfwcr fuch Things as 
fliould be objected againft him ; which he did (o himfelf ‘ 
effe&ually, that Marcellus his Accufation fell to the 
Ground. Thus ended the War this Year in Gaul , 
doubtful in the Beginning, but in the Conclufion 

prpfperous. 
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A. D. The Year following, being the 21 ft of Conftai 
35*7. tius his Reign, he and Julian continu’d Confuls, th 

Emperor redding ftill at Milan j where he publilh’ 
an Edi<ft, reftraining the arbitrary Proceedings c 
the Provincial Officers in the Impofition and levyin 
of Taxes ■, allowing thofe call’d Extraordinary neve 
to be impos’d but by the Prtefeffius Pratorio himfel; 
and that only when there was anabfoluteunavoida 
ble Neceffity for it, enjoining him to acquaint th 
Emperor that he had impos’d fuch a Tax ; tha 
what was done might be confirm’d by thelmperia 
Authority, or receive fuch Alterations as were judg’i 
convenienr, before it was collefted. 


Conftan- 

rius takes a 
Prog refs to 

Rome. 


VI. After this theEmperor, finding he had littli 
to do, refolv’d to vifit Rome , where the Senate anc 
all the People came forth to meet him, and fo greai 
was theConfluence,that he thought the whole World 
was there aflembled together. He made his Entr) 
in a Golden Chariot, which was adorn’d with fuel 
a multitude of fparkling Gems, that it rival’d the 
Luftre of the Sun. The Dragons embroider’d up¬ 
on Purple wanton’d in the Air about him, curling 
rheir Heads from the Ends of the Staves that gli- 
fter’d with Pearl and precious Stones, and when they 
wav’d to and fro in the Winds, they feem’d alive 
by their Hillings, and 'J'ortuofity of their Tails, 
When he came to the Roflra , he was amaz’d at the 
fight of the Forum , that Demonftration of the an¬ 
cient Power of the Inhabitants, and fpalce to the No¬ 
bility in theSenate-Houfe, and made a Speech to the 
People fiom the Tribunal. He was wonderfully 
delighted with the Place, but what he molt admh 
red was the Temple of Jupiter Farpeius, thepubbek 
Baths, the Amphitheatre, the Pantheon , Fompefi 
Theatre, and other magnificent Ornaments of this 
Eternal City , as Jnimianus calls it, 'and as it is lb led 

by 
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by the Emperors in moft of their Edifls : In 9 
Word, he was fo amaz’d with what he beheld, that 
he complain’d of Fame, which either through Weak- 
nefs or Malice had given a lame i mperfe£t Account 
of what related to Rome, tho’ in other Matters fhe 
conftantly exceeds the Truth } and defiring to add 
fomething of his own to the Ornaments of the City, 
he intended to erect an Obelisk in the Circus Maxi¬ 
mus, which was done accordingly towards the lat¬ 
ter end of the Year. 

The Emprefs Eufebia had, in this Progrefs to 
Rome , brought under the fhew of Friendship Helena 
Julian's Wife along with her \ and as fhe had for¬ 
merly brib’d the Midwife to deftroy a Boy, of 
which he was juft deliver’d in Gaul, by cutting 
off too much of the Navel String, fo now fhe pra¬ 
ctis'd with fo much Skili upon her, that fhe pre¬ 
vail’d with her to take fomething which made her 
Mifcarry } for being barren her felf, fhe could not 
endure fhe fhould be a Mother} and fo careful were 
they, faith the Hiftorian, to deprive that valiant 
Man of Iffue } who notwithftanding the many In- 
conveniencies he labour’d under in Gaul, had in [ujfan’j 
many refpedts been very fuccefsful againfl the Encmy.;W.w Pm- 
Barbatio, General of the Foot, was fent out of I-s re f t in ‘« 
taly with a Supply of zyooo Men, and Julian had Gau ‘ 
drawn out his Troops garrifon’d about Senoiue, in 
order to join him, or fall in feparare Bodies upon 
the Enemy, and try if it were poffible to reftrain 
’em with double Forces, and confine ’em within 
their Bounds, for they had now pafs’d the Rhine , 
and were advancing up into the Country. Julian's 
Defign was to enclofe ’em, if he could, between 
his own Army and that commanded by Barbatio, in 
which he fuccecded according to his Defile} for the 
Germans, notwithftanding this additional Strength, 
palling between the two .Camps, in their roving 
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mariner proceeded as far as Lyons, with an Intent to 
furprize it; but they were fo warmly receiv’d by 
the Inhabitants, that judging it impoffible to take 
the City, they wafted the Country round about, and 
were returning with a great Booty } when Julian , 
who had notice of what was done, detach’d three 
ftrong Parties of Horfe to three feveral Places, by 
which he concluded the Barbarians mull return, 
who accordingly were all cut off, except fuch as 
efcap’d where Bar hallo's Poll was aftign’d him» for 
Barbatio , as well in this as everything elfe, labour’d 
all he cou’d to oppofe and ruin Cafar j and ’ti$ 
thought the Inftrucfcions he receiv’d from the Em¬ 
peror were to that purpofe, who was faid to have 
lent Julian not fo much to relieve the Province of 
Gaul, as to expofe him to fuch imminent Danger, 
under which hemuft of neceffity miican y ; lo that 
when hedemanded feven Boats of Barbatio to make 
Bridges over into fome Jflands upon the Rhine, 
where feveral of the Barbarians had fecur’d them- 
felves, he having notice of his Defign burnr them 
all, as he did fuch Corn as had been of courfe pro¬ 
vided, which came his wayj for having taken half 
tohimfelf, he conftantly burnt the reft j and after he 
had receiv’d a notable Defeat from the Enemy near 
Bap, who took the greateft part of his Baggage, 
and purfued him as far as th cRauracy, he, as if the 
Summer’s Expedition was over, fent his Men into 
■Winter-Quarters, and return’d to Court, where he 
perfuaded the Emperor that his Army had been 
Victorious. and did all the ill Offices he could to 
Ctefar ; who, notwithllanding, purfii’d his Dcfigns 
with Vigour, and having coaftcd along the Rhine, 
C a m c to the Three Taber me, now Zaburnc , a Port 
lately dunolilh’d by the Enemy, which he thought 
lit to rebuild, the better to curb ’em, and hinder 
their irruptions into Gaul. This Work he finifh'd 
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fanner than was expe£ted, and ftor’d it With Pro- 
•vifions for a whole Year, which he got with much 
difficulty'out of the Enemy’s Country. But whilft 

I he was bufily employ’d in this Work, the Barba¬ 
rians, animated with their Succefs, and concluding 
that Qafar himfelf was run away through Fear, af- 
fembled in great Numbers together, under the Con¬ 
duct of fix Kings, and encamp’d near Strasbourg. 
Tbo’ at length they found that Julian was llill in the 
Country, yet being inform’d by a Deferter that he 
had not above thirteen thoufand Men with him, they 
5 had the Arrogance to fend in a menacing, imperious 
! manner, and commanded him inftantly to quit the 
\ Country he had invaded, which was purchas’d by 
; the Valour and Condu& of their Fore-fathers, o- 
| therwife that they would denounce open War a- 
gainft him. Julian , not mov’d with the Meflage, 
but laughing at the Infolence of the Barbarians, 
detain’d the Meflengers ’till he had compleated the 
Work, and then march’d dire£liy againft ’em j when 
he had firft by a fet Speech encourag’d his Men, who 
were of their own Inclinations forward enough, and 
demanded with one Voice to be led on againft the 
Enemy ; who, inform’d of their Approach, flood in 
a readinefs to receive them. The Romans , during 
the whole Courfe of this War, had never been fo 
hardly put to it as now for befides that the Ene¬ 
my were more than double their Number, they 
were headed by Chnodomarius and Scrapio , the mofl 
valiant of their Kings, affifted by five others, and 
ten more of the Royal Families, together with a 
great Number of the Nobility. 


The Right Wing of the Romans Army confifted tinVitl y 
of their Cavalry, which the Enemy oppos’d with °J er , '/ 
the choice of their Horfe, lining their Ranks up,,^\^n- 
and down with fome Foot, who creeping and in-ioratura. 
fmuatint? themfclves here and there, as occafion rc- 


fmuating thcrafclvcs here and there, as 
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quir’d, ftabb’d their Horfes, and put ’em at firft 
into a great Confufion, and at laft to an abfolutt 
Flight *, nor could all the Rhetorick Julian was 
Mafter of perfuade ’em, for a long time, to rally 
and charge a fecond time upon the Enemy, who 
were by this time fallen with great Violence upon 
the Foot, and had cut themfelves a Pafiage through 
the Legions, ’till they had pierc’d up as far as the 
Body of thofe call’d Primani , who being the choiceft 
of the Roman Infantry, took Advantage of their 
Rafhnefs, and put ’em to a diforderly and bloody 
Flight. Many of ’em, unable to fly faft enough 
for the Heaps of the dead Bodies that choak’d up 
the Way, ventur’d to take the Rhine, wherein moll 
of’em were drown’d, kill’d and taken. Among the 
reft Chnodomarius , endeavouring to pnfs the Water, 
was putfu’d and forc’d to yield ■, they that took him 
brought him to Cafar, , of whom he begg’d Pardon 
with great Submiffion, which being granted himl 
he was lent to Rome, where he dy’d fome time after! 
of a Lethargy. Of the Enemy fix thoufand dy’dl 
upon the Place, befides vaft Numbers of thofe that! 
perilh’d in the River. Th c. Romans loft no morel 
than two hundred forty three Men. After thisfol 
uncxpe&ed a Vi&ory the Army faluted Julian by I 
the Title of Augujlus , but he abfolutely refus’d ir,I 
and reprov’d the Soldiers for it, telling’em ’twasaril 
Honour belonging to none of right but Conjlantm\ 
who upon the News of his Succefs attributed this,I 
as he did all the reft, to his own fortunate Conduct, I 

as if he had been fighting himfclf at the Head of I 
his Armies. I 

Julian , after the Battel, fent away his Prifonertl 
and all his Booty to Metz, whilft he himfelf ad -1 
vnne’d to Mayence , where he built a Bridge over I 
the River, and fell upon the Germans in their own I 
Country, which he laid wafte by way of Retalia^ I 

^ *» • mi 
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tion, and began to repair a Fort to which the Em* 
peror Frajan had formerly given his own Name. 
With this the Barbarians were fo exceedingly dis¬ 
courag’d, that they fent and fu’d for a Peace,which 
could not be obtain’d upon any Terms, but a Truce 
was granted them for ten Months, which they 
oblig’d themfelves inviolably to maintain, and in 
which time 'Julian concluded the Fortifications he 
had begun would be finifh’d. Returning from thence 
in order to put his Men into Winter Quarters, he 
was forc’d to chaftife fome Franks , who prefuming 
upon his Abfence in Germany , had, to the Number 
of fix hundred, rifled all the Country about Rheims , 
and hearing of his Return Seiz’d on two Forts which 
had been difmantled, and therein fortify’d them- 
feves in the beft manner they could. One of thefc 
Caftles, Handing upon the Meufe , Julian befieg’d, 
and tho’ they defended themfelves with great Ob- 
ftinacy for fifty Days together in themidit of Win¬ 
ter, yet he prefs’d ’em fo hard that they were forc’d 
to furrender, and were all fent away to the Em¬ 
peror} after which he difpers’d his Men into Win¬ 
ter-Quarters, and went himfelf to Paris , where he 
confulted how to improve the fmall time of the 
Truce to theEafcand Refrefhmcnt of theexhaufted 
Provinces. 


VII. The Year following the Quad's under the A. D, 
Command of Vitrodorus , and the Sarmat<e led by 
Zizais their King, broke with great Violence intone Quads 
Pannonia , upon which the Emperor early in the ,nvade tha 
Spring fet forward from Sirmium with a very good Em P rl ’ 
Army} and tho’ the Danube was at that time fwoln 
very much by reafon of a fudden Thaw, he made 
a Bridge of Boats and pafs’d the River. This un¬ 
expected Diligence in the Emperor very much per¬ 
plex’d the Barbarians, who were in no manner pre- 
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pair’d to receive him, fo that they who were heft* 
ble to defend their Country, inftcad of refiftingtht 
Enemy fhifted for themfelves, and left their Friendi 
and Relations expos’d to the Fury of the Romm 
Soldiers, by which means all that Part of Sarmatk 
Which lay ncareft to Pannonia Secunda was entirely 
ruin’d. This at length provok’d the Inhabitants lo 
far, that being affilted by their Friends the ghiadi, 
they try’d their Fortune in feveral Rencounters, but 
hut are were as often defeated. This made ’em fo deli- 
(uppreft by rous of Peace, that they were content to deliver up 
Conftanti- themfelves, their Wives, Children and Territoirer 
us ' into the Emperor’s Hands to purchafe it, which 

however they obtain’d upon cheaper Terms, being 
only oblig’d to reftore the Prifoners they had taken, 
and for the future fubmit to his Commands. 

This A£t of Clemency towards Zizais and his 
Affociates, had fuch Operation upon their Neigh- 
hours, that thofe of the ghiadi who inhabited be¬ 
yond the Mountains, and th cSarmates next adjoin¬ 
ing to them, in a juft Senfe of the many Outrages 
they had committed, came in the greateft Humili¬ 
ty to fue for a Pardon and Peace, which they ob¬ 
tain’d upon giving up their Hoftages chofen by Lot 
out of the Sons of the Nobility, and with them I 
fuch Prifoners as they had taken. There yet re-1 
main’d the Sar mates Limigantes , thofe who being I 
Slaves had difpoffefs’d their Mafters, as we obferv’dl 
before, who had committed; fuch outragious Vil-1 
lanics as call’d aloud for Puniftiment > however the I 
Emperor intended to deal more gently with them I 
than they deferv’d, and only to remove ’em farther I 
off, that they might not be tempted by Opportu-1 
nity fo often to infeft the Empire. Upon appea-1 
ranee of the Roman Army they pretended an extra-1 
ordinary Fear, as if they experfted nothing but De-1 

ftru&ion: They begg’d Pardon, and promis’d an I 
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early Tribute both of Men and Mony, and tore- 
ain fubjeft to the Empire. Conftantius , who gave 
00 great Credit to their gentle Behaviour, order’d 
em to come over to the hither Bank of the River, 
here to be inform’d of his Pleafure, which they 
id, but rather to difpute his Commands than obey 
’em, and to let him know they were not afraid to 
'ace his Army. The Emperor obferving their fur- 
|y Temper, fo difpos’d of his Men as to encom- 
jpafs them, and prevent their Defigns ihould they 
ttempt any Violence then ftanding on an Emi¬ 
nence rais’d on purpofe, that he might be feenand 
heard, attended by fome of his Principal Officers, 
and his Guards about him, he gently admonifh’d 
them to be quiet. But they mixt their Defires of 
Peace with a fort of Stratagem, for they caft their 
Targets at a great diftance from them, as in Jeft, 
that going to take them up, they might gain the 
more Ground, and give the better Onfet. Night; 
coming on, the Army with Banners difplay’d fell 
upon them, whereupon they made with greac Fury 
towards theThronej but the Soldiers fpeedily form¬ 
ing themfelves into the Shape of Wedge, with 
great Violence remov’d them, and then flaughter’d 
them like fo many Wild Beafts caught in theToil $ 
but they fell with invincible Conftancy and Refo- 
lution, asking neither for Pardon nor Quarter but 
avowing in Death they deferv’d a better Fortune. 
This Execution being over, the enrag’d Soldiers 
dragg’d the Relations of thoie who were Slain out 
of their Huts, and without regard to Sex or Age de- 
ftroy’d all alike. Some that efcap’d attempted to 
fwim the River, but were either drown’d or kill’d 
by the Purfuers. The reft of thefe Limigantcs up¬ 
on Security of the publick Faith, came down frorn 
the Mountains, and flock’d with all their Relations to 
the Roman Camp, from whence they were remov’d by 
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their own Confent to other Places, where for fom 
time they liv’d in Peace and Security, but at lengtl 
return’d to their former Fiercenefs and Barbarity 
After this the Emperor, for thefe his Atchieve • 
ments call’d Sarmaticus by hjs Soldiers, return’d to 
Sirmitm in Triumph } from thence he remov’d to* 
A. D. wards Conjlantinople , the better to prepare againft 
3yp. Sapor the King of Perfiia , who for fome time had 

laid Claim to Armenia and Mefopotamia , and waj 
now refolv’d to make it good by force of Arms. 


The King of 
Per Ha be¬ 
gins new 

'i roubles. 


Vlir. He being now in perfett Peace with the 
Princes his Neighbours, and obfervingthe Diftra&i- 
ons of the Empire, thought it a proper time to pur- 
fue his Pretenfions. Conjlantius was wholly guided 
Eufiebius the Eunuch, a proud, factious, in- 

who liften’d more to his own 


triguing Courtier, 

Avarice, Ambition or Revenge, than his Matter's 

lUrficinus Honour or Profit. 

rtc. 1 11 7 / 
from his 

Co ha?j and. 


Urftc 
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P It 

so his room 


ed in the Eaft, and was the fitteft Man in the Em¬ 
pire for that Pott, in cafe of a War. Eufiebius had 
long been contriving his Ruin, as being the only 
Perlbn who, was either Independent of him, or elfe 
fcorn’d his Support * and herein he fuccceded fo far 
that he was recall’d to Court under a Pretence of 
fucceeding Barbatio^ who had been lately Beheaded, 
and S’a’.i- and Sabhiiamts a decrepit old Man, every way un- 

*.* r ° r i' uc h an Employment, was lent in his Place; 

who making what hatte he could to be poflefs’d of 
his new Dignity, produc’d the Emperor’s Letters to 
his, Predeceflbr at ^ Cilicia ; the Subilance of which 
being known abroad, created great Uncafincfsinthe 
People, who judg’d themfclvcs expos’d to manifeft 
Ruin, being depriv’d of their Guardian at fo nice 
and dangerous a Conjuncture* on the other hand 
the King of Perfia was rcfolv’d not to omit fo fa¬ 
vourable an Opportunity, but march with all fpecd 

and 
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[arid feize on thofe Countries, which were now go¬ 
vern’d by fo unfit & Commander * being prompted 
[to it by the Advice of Antoninus , who had lately 
been a Servant to the Emperor, but being injur’d 
and opprefs’d by the great Officers had withdrawn 
with all his Family* and thrown himfelf into the 
Proteftion of Sapor to whom he difeover’d the 
whole State of the Army, of what Numbers the 
feveral Parties confided, of what Strength, where 
quarter’d, and who commanded them in times of 
Expedition* as likewife whence, where, and how 
they were furnifh’d with Arms and Provifioh. 

In the mean time Urftcinus , purfuant to his Or¬ 
ders, was returning into Italy, but in Thrace he re¬ 
ceiv’d Letters from Conftantius, requiring him to hade 
back into Mesopotamia, but without any Guard, for 
that the Power was now entruded in another’s Hand 5 
and this was contriv’d on purpofe by his Enemies, - 
that the new Commander might have the Honour of 
the Aftion, if the King of Perfia mifearry’d, but if 
hefuccecded in his Expedition, the Ignominy might 
be charg’d upon Urftcinus , as a Traitor to his Coun¬ 
try. However he return’d in Obedience to the Em¬ 
peror’s Command, and tho’ he found Sabinianus a 
Man of a mean Spirit and narrow Soul, he took the 
bed Care he could, and diligently fortify’d Nifibis , 
left the Enemy fliould attack it unaware. Under- 
Handing the Perftans had pafs’d the Tigris, he with 
fome Forces travers’d the Country, burnt up all the 
Forage, and fortity’d the Bank on this fide Euphra¬ 
tes * fo that the Perftans could neither find Subfidance 
for their Army, nor a Fordtopafs the River,’till 
Antoninus conduced ’em more towards the Right, 
where they found Grafs and Corn enough, and a 
Place towards the Head of theRiver thatwas fordable. 
During thefc Marches and Counter-marches Urfi- 
antts by chance met with Antoninus, whom he re¬ 
viled 
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viled in very bitter Terms, calling him Villain and 
Traitor. Antoninus , inltead of endeavouring to con¬ 
ceal himfelf, leap’d from his Horfe, took the Tiar^ 
which as a Badge of the greateft Honour had been 
prefented him, from his Head, bowed himfelf to the 
Ground, call’d him Patron and Lord, and begg’d 
him to pardon him j confeffing he had embrac’d! 
difhonourable Courfe,but was neceffitated to it bj 
the Avarice and Oppreffion of fome, again[i when 
neither your Power , (aid he, Virtue or Authority cm 
proteft you j and then withdrew to his Party with a|! 
the Signs of Submiffion and RefpeCh 

Not long after this two Roman Caftles were fur- 
render’d to Sapor , who in profecution of his Defignj 
King Sapor came the third Day after, and fate down before A> 
bejleges A- m 'tda, tfjg Metropolis pf Mefopotamia y much beau. 

a ' lify’d and enlarg’d by Conjlantius ; which he exped 
ed would have been deliver’d up to him immediate 
jy, and not have hinder’d him in the Purfuic of| 
thole Councils had been fuggefted to him by A 
tonirns, concluding thofe within would not dare to 
hold our, when once they beheld him in all hi) 
Pomp of Majefty at the Gate : But was highly in¬ 
cens’d when he found they were fo far from receiv¬ 
ing him with the Honour he expe#ed, thattheyaf- 
faulted him with their Javelins from the Wall, pnf 
of which was directed fo well that it cut off part of 
his Robe; Upon which he exclaim’d againli them 
with a6 much Indignation as if they had facrilegi- 
oufly robb’d a Temple, in that they had prefunj’(i 
ro offer Violence to him that was Lord of fo many 
Kings and Nations,and therefore finding upon a fe¬ 
cund Tryal that they were inflexible, he refolv’d a' 
once ro ddtmy the Town and the Inhabitants, and 
accordingly prepar’d for a vigorous Attack > whilH 
they within, who thought of nothing but how to 
die with molt Honour, prepar’d for as vigorous > 
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icfence. Never was Siege carry’d on with more 
ravery, nor fo many Men loft in fo fhort a time. 
heBefieg’d, befides the Difficulties they met with 
[from without, labour’d with as great within j for 
uch a noifom Stench arofe at that hotSeafon of the 
ear from the multitude of dead Bodies which co¬ 
ver’d the Streets, and which tht ] had not time to 
bury, that it bred a devouring Peftilence, which 
fwept away almoft as many as the Sword. In theUrfidnus 
:an time Urjicintis , tho’ much difdaining to be ‘ lt '^ s ” 
fubjedtcd to the Command of another Perfon, efpe - rL ieve ' ’ 
cially one fo unworthy as Sabinianus , however fent 
and advis’d him to bring the Velites into the Field, 
that they might divert the Enemy, and force him 
to raife the Siege, or at leaft diftrefs him in his 
Trenches, and intercept him by Stratagems as he 
remov’d from Place to Place. But Sabinianus, who i- o 
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had privately agreed with thofe who had promoted Sabini: 
him never to give his Predecefl'or the Opportunity 
of doing any thing that would redound to his Ho¬ 
nour, tho’ the Provinces in the mean time lay at 
flake, abfolutely dcny’d him, alledging his Inftru- 
ftions were to do nothing that might endanger the 
Army. 

There were in jhnida two Legions of Gauls 
who had formerly ferv’d under Magmntius. They, 
unufed to the Fatigues of Sieges, were impatient to 
fee themfclves immur’d up, whilft their Enemies 
rag’d with fo much Fury abroad > efpecially when 
they beheld from the Walls a multitude of miferable 
Wretches led into Slavery, whom Sapor had forc’d 
out of thefevcral Forts in the Country, whither they 
had flock’d for Safety, many of whom, fpent with 
Travel, and unable to proceed any further, they 
hamftring’d,and left behind on the Roads: Where- a Jcfperate 
upon, grown too unruly for their Commanders, they Atltw F °f- 
took the Advantage of a dark mifty Night, and if-> v;cGauU - 

i'u’d 
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fu’d out at a Poftern, arm’d with Swords and Bat 
tel-Axes, having firft fortify’d themfelves by theii 
Prayers, and then proceeded with fo much Cautiot 
that they were in hopes of reaching the King’sQuar- 
ters without Difcovery j but falling of neccflity up. 
on the Guards, whom they cut in Piece ? the Noife 
of the wounded quickly alarm’d the Body-Guard, 
which put thefe daring Gauls to a ftand, who find¬ 
ing themfelves fruftrated of what they chiefly aim’d 
at, retir’d in the be ft Order they could out of the 
Lines, with their Faces ftill turn’d towards the Ene¬ 
my, and by degrees recover’d the City with the 
Lofs of 400 of their Company, befides thofe that 
were wounded, having narrowly mifs’d killing the 
/Vr/fos King, tho’ furrounded by an Army of 1 ©0000 
flighting Men. The rifing Sun difeover’d to the 
Perfians the mighty Lofs they had fuftain’d 5 feveral 
of the principal Nobility were found among the 
Slain, which rais’d a general Lamentation through¬ 
out the Camp, the King himfelf having the great- 
eft Reafon to bewail the Lofs of his neareft Friends 
and Relations. This made him pufh on the Siege 
with more Vigour, and oblig’d the Befieg’d to de : 
fend themfelvestyith moreobftinateRefolutionj and 
thus Rage combating with Defpair occasion'd the 
Lofs of many brave Men on both fides. But at 
length the very Inftruments of their Defence redu¬ 
ced the Befieg’d to the laft Extremity. One of the 
Mounts they had rais’d to oppofe the Perfian Towers 
remov’d, as with an Earthquake, and fell upon 
the Wall,bearing it down into the Ditch, where it 
ferv’d as a Bridge to the Enemy, and gave ’em a 
large Entrance. The greateft Fait of the Garrifon 
were by this time kill’d or difabled, and yet they 
that were left flock’d in great Numbers to make 
good the Breach, tho’ at the certain Hazard of their 
Lives. But the Vigour and Alacrity of the Pcrft- 
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Who expos’d himfclf equally with the 

The 


49 


an King* - y 

meanelt Soldier, bore down all before him. 


Ditch Was fill’d with dead Bodies, which thereby 
afforded a larger AcceJs ro the Town. When.no 
farther Refinance could be made, the Defendants, 
half dead already with their Watching and Labour, 
were flaughter’d like Sheep, without any regard had' 
to Sex or Age. Some of the moft healthy got to¬ 
gether, and made as refolute an Oppofition as they 
were able, refolving to fell their Lives at as dear a 
Rate as they could. But Ammianus our Hiftorian, 
with two or three more efcap’d, and got fafe to 
Vrficinus , who was then on his way to Antioch. Sh¬ 
ot having raz’d the City, as he threaten’d, return’d 
lomeward in an outward Show of Triumph, but ' y ' 
inwardly afflifted at the Lofs of fo many Men, for 
no lefs than thirty thoufand are faid to have perifh’d 
on his Side before the Town > which, confidering 
it hinder’d him from purfuing thole advantageous 
Defigns fuggefted to him by Antoninus , gave him 
little reafon to brag of his Expedition. 

Tho’ Urficinus had done all he could, without Urficinus 
the Concurrence of the Commant“r in chief, \vho aaUsJ at 
in every thing oppos’d him, to relieve the Town i CoHrh 
yet theLolsof that, and fevcral other heinous Mat¬ 
ters, were with all Bitterncfs alledg’d againft him at 
his Return to Court, whither he was fent for under 
the Pretence of fucceeding Barbatio. The Emperor, 
tvhofe Ears were always open to Accufations, tho’ 
brought againft his moft faithful Servants, commit¬ 
ted the Hearing of the Matter to Arbctio and Flo - 


rentals, with 



Urfu 


Condudt, and how Amida came to be deftroy’d. 
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rejeft ’em $ and yet fo much were they afraid of of¬ 
fending Eufebius , that they durft not lay the Load 


E 


as 
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as they ought, upon the bate Cowardife of Sahin'm. 
jiui, and therefore declining any farther Enquiry into 
that Affair, they j 1nfifted' ; only on trifling Matters, 
that were foreign to the Purpofe. Urficinus , won 
tbiiv nrovok’d at fuch corrupt Proceedings, told 

, That tho’ they pafs’d it over with fo much 
mpr, the Thing was of too great a Gonfequenct 
to be riegle&ed : That it deServ’d the Emperor’t 
own Examination, who could not hut Severely pu- 
nifh fb foul a MifcarriSge, in whomsoever he Should 
find itj and forefaw that fo long as he filter'd him* 
felf'th'ds to be govern’d by Eunuchs, tho’ he Should 
go hrmfelf in Pef.fon next Spring with an Army int 
the Field, yet Should he not be able to protect Mefi 
potamia. This was told to Conftantius with very ma 
licious Aggravations, which fo highly incens’d hir 
that he broke off the Itiqurfition, not permittin 
thofe things to be expos’d to the 'Light which I 
«nri«H//Mrfj 3een inJuitrioufly hid from his Knowledge ; and 

L turn’d Urficims out of his Place, confining him t< 

J live a retir’d Life in the Country. 

I 

IX. In the mean time Julian proceeded with won 
derful Succefs ngainft the Germans inhabiting onj 
both Sides of the Rhine , and in the end forc’d ’ei 
to accept of a Peace, upon fuch Conditions as h(| 
thought fit to preferibe. And hearingthe/hiffrand 
Scots were making Incurfions into theTerri¬ 
tories in Great -’Britain, he lent thither his Lieutenant 
Lupicinus, who drove ’em back into the Norther 
Parts of the Ifland, and fettled the Subje&s of tht| 
'Empire in Peace and Tranquility. 

Thefe Exploits, which added much to Cafar\ 
Reputation, were no way acceptable to the jealou! 
The Emfe. Temper of Conflantius, who thought thofenew Ac- 
ror . jettons cc (f 10I1 3 to the Empire were no other than Diminu- 

*1 J uiu "’- cions to bis Honour and Security. H.' remember’ 11 

ho 
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danger 


Julian 


for which Reafon he greatly ck fir’d to weaken and 


opprefs hi pi 


i 


done 


dually ps by recalling parr of .his Army from him, 
for which he had now a fair Opportunity, and, 
outwardly ar fop ft, a very jti.fl Pretence. 

Sapor, pe,rlifting ftillin hisflefolution of conquer” 
ing Mcfoppqtnifl, had pafs’d the Tigris, and laiddlofe 
Siege to Singer#, which, after a vigorous Defence, 


fcw 


as he did like,wife Bezabde , a 


ftrong Port peuated on a Hill, the Walls of 
he repair’d, and put into it a good Garrifon, Well 
knotyingof wharCqnfequencc it was to,either Party 
thgt were ip Pofteftion of it : And if his victorious 


,no,t met 


he had undoubtedly oyer-ran all Mefop 
Cmftantics was in Intercift and O tit y 




twd 


Julian 


Troops he had rais’d in Gapl and Germany , that by 
fuch an Acceftion of Strength he might he the better 
able to make Hcad againfi rheAfr/^zzj. Thefc Forces 
had been rais’d b,y Julian , upon a Promife chat they 
Ihould never be .oblig’d to pafs the Mps, nor be 
forc’d tpfqryein remoteParts, which their Officers 
in a fubrnihivc manner reprpfcnted to him. He re- 
cpiv’d ’pm with wonderful >Ciyility, inform’d ’em 
that hewturap much diflfuisfyd as themfelves, but 
that it was the Jhlmpetor’s Pleafure, which by all 

Bjeans was ,tp (be obey’d. He highly copitncnded 
inch pf .them as w.eic known to him, remember’d 
them of thcglpripusT.hingsthey had perform’d un¬ 
der his Cqpdud:., exprefsd a great OnwilliDgnefs tc 
part .with fuph worthy Fellow-Soldiers } however 
1Q the Gojackfion gently .advis’d them (hearfully to 

Fa (ah- 
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fubmit to the Emperor's Command , and fignalm 
their Valour in foreign Parts , for which they mif 
be ajfur'd of very honourable Rewards : And when 
he had finifh’d his Speech, he invited them all to 
-Supper, where he entertain’d ’em with much Ten. 
dernefs and Affection, as wellas Magnificence. This 
Condefcenfion prevail’d fo far with Men, who were 
before unwilling to be banifh’d in a manner from 
their Native Country, and were now refolv’d never 
to part with fo obliging a Commander, that they 
had no Patience to ftay ’till Morning, but after they 
who mini.- weredifmifs’d from Supper they communicated their 

X«Tul' /f "Thoughts to one another, and return’d in a mena- 
InEmpe- c ' n g manner to the Palace, which they furrounded, 
wr; and with a rude tumultuous Noifefaluted Julian by 

the Title of Juguflus. He at firfl outwardly op¬ 
pos’d the Honour they were bellowing upon him, 
and reminded ’em of their Duty but when he found 
they were firm to their Purpofe, and that all he 
could fay made nolmpreffion on’em, hewith mud 
feeming Relu&ancy was at length compell’d to ac¬ 
cept of the Imperial Eitle. 

a d. For fomc time after this he kept himfclf retir’d, 
^rto. without any Regard to the publick Affairs, as if he 

were difpleas’d and uneafie at what was done> but 
when he found the Soldiers began to be in an Up* 
roar, and how it was fpread abroad in the Camp 
that he was fecretly murder’d, which threw ’emal 
into a Flame, he fhew’d himfelf publickly amongft 
’em like an Emperor, and from a Tribunal erefted 
on purpofe, headdrefs’d himfelf to ’em, as his man¬ 
ner was, in a very lively Speech, bidding ’em re¬ 
member with how much Virtue and Sobriety In 
had liv'd among them ; with how much Diligence 
Pam and Patience he had contributed to the mm] 
ViRones they had obtain'd over the Barbarian i 
how he had ever been a Sharer with them in all tbtit 

U- 
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Labours , lobilft in the depth of Winter, when others 
ceas'd from IVir, they pufh'd on their Fortunes a gainf 
the Germans, and conquer'd thofe , who 'till then had 
been invincible. But above all , that glorious Day was 
never to be forgotten, which in a great me a fur e blefs'd 
the Gauls with a perpetual Liberty , purchas'd by their 
own Valour , and the Merit of their Arms in that me - 
morable Battel near Argentoratum, where whole Tor¬ 
rents of their Enemies fell with Violence upon them , but 
were receiv'd with fuch a God-like Virtue , that to avoid 
the Terror of their Swords they committed themfelves 
to the Dangers of the Deep , and fled from Death into 
the Arms of DejlruBion : He appeal'd to 'em if his 
Example did not lead 'em on to ViBory , for which he 
tegg'd there where Death was bufieft , and Danger ap¬ 
pear'd in every Shape : He ajfur'd 'em that thefe their 
great Deferts would live in the Mouth of Fame to late 
Poferity , efpecially if they took care to defend him they 
had rais'dand vindicate that Authority which was 
of their own Creation j for his part , he was refblv'd 
to Rule with Juft ice and Moderation , that it never 
flmld be faid Valour went unrewarded in his 
Days , or Ambition feiz'd on what was due to 
Merit. 


A Speech confiding of fuch popular Topicks 
could not but be acceptable to the Soldier, who 
having hitherto receiv’d no Reward for all 
his Services, aflur’d himfelf mighty Advant 


his Services, aflur’d himfelf mighty Advantages 
from a Reign that promis’d fuch material Regu¬ 
lations 


After rhis, Julian began again to apply himfelf 
to the Affairs of State, and Exercifc of the Sove¬ 
reign Authority, making fuch Alteration in the 
( urt and the Army as he judg’d convenient j and 
knowing how much Conftantins would be difpleas’d 
at what was done, hedilpatch’d Ftniadius and Fu¬ 
ll 5 theiius , 
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iheriiis , two of his principal Officers, with Lettei 
to him, in which he reprefented the great Laboux 
and imminent Dangers he had undergone in the Execu 
tion of the Service he impos'd upon him , and mu 
wheii readinefs he had embrac'd it. How the Armj 
fenfihie of his high Deferts , and the Hardpips they la 
under m being forc'd to quit their native Country , am 
Serve in Foreign Parts , had compel!'d him to accept o j 
that, which be obfiinately refus'd ’till they tbreaterii 
him with Death , and had given him reafon to thim 
they would have vejled the fame Honour in fome othe\ 
when they bad difpatch'd him. Ho at he own'd k 
ow'd his Advancement entirely to him , and Jhould ne¬ 
ver make an ungrateful ufe of the Power which wa, 
?iow given him . Howeve ? he gave him to underfiaM 
that he could not approve of his lafl Orders $ tlm 
Gju! was fo far firm being ahe to fend any of hex 
Natives againfi the Perlians, that pc flood rather in 
need pf Affiflance from the other Provinces , being con¬ 
tinually harrafs'd either with Foreign Invaftons or Do- 
me flick Tumults. He concluded all with an earnejl 
Defire of his Friendpip , and told him a mutual Lovi 
and good Underflanding between Princes was the onl) 
certain Foundation of a mutual Prosperity. The Em¬ 
peror was then upon his Expedition agaidil the 
Perftans , arid was advanc’d as far as Cafarea, where 
the Ambafiadors from Julian found him. Upon 
his firli reading the Letters he fell into fo great a 
Paffion, that they who brought ’em were in fear 
of their I -ives y he drove ’em out of his Prefence, 


and commanded ’em no more to appear upon fo 
prclumptuous a Mcffiige before him> then he con- 
fidcr’d with himfelf whether he had bell: proceed 
in his Lx pod;-? ion agaipft the Per fans, or turn back 
■ : yd chafiim h.., i ilious Kinfman j after fome 
jjclibciv'tion, cooler Counoils prevail’d, and he 

puifi’d 


* 
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i purfu’d his Expedition againft the Perfans. He 
, difmifs’d Julian's Meflengers without any Anfwer, 
but fent Leonas his Quteftor into Gaul prefently af¬ 
ter with Letters to him. Leonas, being arriv’d at 
Paris , was kindly receiv’d by Julian , to whom he 
deliver’d the Emperor’s Letters, whilft he was up T 
ion the Tribunal, in the Prefence of the Army, a 
which he was not a little pleas’d. He order’d ’em 
to be read openly to the whole Aflcrably, who for 
, fomerime liften’d with Patience ; but when they came 
■ to that Part wherein they admonifh’d and exhort¬ 
ed him, if he had any regard to his own Security, 
and that of his Friends, to humble himfelf, and 
be fatisfy’d with the Dignity of Cicfar , which he 
permitted him {till to enjoy, blit difapprov’d and 
annull’d whatever elfe had been done, they ery’d 
out with one Voice, Julian Auguftus •, alledging 
it was unlawful in any to revoke what had been rati¬ 
fy'd by the Army and the People j and that they were 
refolv’d to Hand by their Election. With this An¬ 
fwer Leonas return’d to the Ernpefbr, to give him 
an Account of his E.mbaflie ; and Julian , who was 
unwilling, as yet, to come to an open Rupture, 
difpatch’d other Ambafladors to Conjlantius , by 
whom he afluf’d him of his good Intentions and 
Zeal for his Service. After which, that he might 
keep himfelf and his Army (till in Action, he 
march’d into Germany, and having pafs’d the Rhine , 
he fell fuddcnly upon the Atthuarii, the Inhabi¬ 
tants of Franconia , a turbulent uncafie People, that 
had lately made fcvcral Incurfions into Gaul , who 
being not prepar’d for fo unexpected a Vifit, were 
eafily fubdu’d, and forc’d to fubmit to fuch Laws 
as the Conqueror thought fit toimpofe upon them, 
by which means he made a fiifticient Provifion for 
the Peace of the Empire on that fide j from thence 
recalling the River, lie reinforc’d the Garrifons 

E 4 upon 
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upon the Borders, came to the Rauraci , where hi 
recover’d Tome Places out of the Enemy’s Hands 


Befi 

where he continu’d; 
About this time hi: 


]u- 

] ^ liije 

<h?s ; 


fortify’d 'em, ana return a 
to Fienna upon the Rhone , 
great part pf the Winter 
Wife Helena dy’d, without leaving any Childret 
behind her, which was imputed chiefly to th< 
Pra£bces of theEmprefs Eufebia , as has beenbefort 


oblerv’d. 


ev.d the 
Ewpreij 

Lufcbi*. 


bu 


Nor did Eufebia her felf long furvive her, 
jly’d whilft the Emperor lay at Jntioch. She wa: 
a Woman of a great Capacity, and well acquainted 
with the Languages and Sciences. Her Wit anc 
Conduct were fo prevailing as to gain her an abler 
lute Power over her Husband, which Ihe unfortU' 
nately abus’d in Defence of Arianifm, a Herefie fhe 
had fuck’d in with her Milk, and to which fhe 
gave her Prote&iop during her whole Life. And 
here it will not be atnifs to give the Reader a Ihort 
Account of the State: the Church was in during 


The State 

of the 
Church un 
dcr Con- 
rtantms. 


th 


Con ft ant m 


Chriftianity had, fi 
the Grcac, tpet with wonderful Encouragement, and 
was propagated in all Parts ; it was profefs’d in 

Perfia , Jrmenia , in G< 




Cctucafus , towards the Cap 


aqd Multitudes of 


plan Sea. It had 
had Tome Churches, a Bifliop, 

Profeflors, fo that the Prcmife to the Son was al 

meafure accomplilh’d, l’hat k 


ready 


in a great 

jljQuld have the Heathen ft 
tit mo ft Parts of the Earth for his Pojfcffion ; but a- 
mong this good Seed which the Holy Spirit of 
Truth had lown in fo plentiful a meafure, the Ene¬ 
my had mingled fome Tares, which multiply’d with 
a hidden Encrpafe, to the great Danger of Chrifti* 
aniiy, aud Scandal to the Faithful; and the Church 

may 
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pay be faid to have fuffer’d more in thofe Days ? 
from thofe who profefs’d themfelves her Fathers, 
Confeffbrs and Defenders, that the open and avow’cj 
fyjalice of her mod implacable Perfecutors. 

The Council of Nice had in a very folemn man¬ 
ner Condemn’d Arias his Heretical Dodtrinej to 
which Condemnation, tho’ fome of the Bifhops that 
were infc&ed by him had craftily fubfcrib’d, yet 
did they privately favour his Opinions during Con - 
(lantine's Reign, and more openly maintain and pro- 
fefs ’em under his Son Conjlantius ■, who being him- 
felf tainted with that abominable Pdlilence, fuffcr’d 
it to fpread through Gonjlantinople , the Metropolis 
of the Eaft, from whence it llTu’d forth and poi- 
fon’d the greatelt part of the Weftern Empire, and 
grew up into a mercilcfs Perfection againfl: all the 
found Believers j which was the more dangerous, for 
that it was manag’d under the Pretence of Piety. 
Bifhops, that had been Canonically chofen, and re¬ 
gularly eftablifh’d, were tumultuoufly pull’d out of 
their Sees by the Authority or Connivance of Con- 
jlantius , and others fubllituted in their Places, for 
no other Rcafon but becaufc they violently adher’d 
to 4 rius his Tenets, denying the Divinity of the 
Eternal Son of God. One Council was fummon’d 
to annul what another had done, and all things were 
manag’d with that Fa&ion, Strife and Contention, 
as if they labour’d to quench the Spirit of Meek- 
nefs and Brotherly Love, fo often recommended in 
the Gofpel. $ome were banifh’d, fome imprifon’d, 
and againlt others they proceeded with more Seve¬ 
rity, even to thcLofsof their Lives; notwithllnnd- 
ing which the Church had then her Confeflbrs, 
that with a Divine Conftancy preferv’d the Faith 
entire and uncorrupted. ' 


X Julian 




X. Julian was all this Winter confidering wit] 
himfelf what Gourfe he was to take, whether itwa 
mod: prudent to endeavour to bring Matters to at 
amicable Compofurc with Conjlautius , and perfuadt 
him by fair means to admit him for his Collcgue 
or wreft a Compliance from him by open Force 
and by {h iking firft add the greater Terror to hi: 
Arms. He thought it dangerous to depend upor 
his Friendthip, under the Pretext of which he 
might the more eafily deftroy him, as he had done 
his Brother Callus before. On the other hand, it 
was no lefs dangerous to provoke him to be his E- 
nemy, he having always been tco Ifrong for thofe 
who fet themfelves up in Opposition againft him; 
befides, it would be a Piece of the higheft Ingra¬ 
titude, to rebel againft his great Friend and Bene- 
fa&or. However,after fome Deliberation, he con¬ 
cluded it more fafe and honourable to {land upon 
his Guard, and therefore openly afium’d the Im¬ 
perial Diadem and Purple, and made all manner of 
Preparations to march againft Conjlantius, being in¬ 
cited to it by his Magicians, in whom he had an 
entire Confidence, and the Encouragement he re¬ 
ceiv’d from fome Dreams, by which, he laid, he 
knew Conjlantius was near his End. He was a down¬ 
right Heathen in his Heart, but by an Hypocrifie 
unworthy an honeft Man, much more a Prince, 
he conftantly frequented the Chriftian Afietnblies, 
infomuch that upon the Fcaft of the Epiphany, 
which us’d to be obferv’d with more than ordina¬ 
ry Solemnity in the Church, he publickly affifted 
-it Divine Service, hoping by this means to fecurc 
r hc Chrifliam to l>.is Party, who were mote in num¬ 
ber than the Heathens. 

-At the beginning of the Spring, whilft he was 

ns, 

he 
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ulit in ionn.ng and perfecting his great Ddig 
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that the Ger- 



pans were again flown out into Rebellion, and 
■jiad committed exceflive Outrages in the Parts ad¬ 
joining to Rhsetia, now call’d the Country of the 
fcrifons , which he imputed to Con*ant ms his Iflfti- 
garion, who delign’d in it fo to embarafs the Ger- 
pan Affairs, that Julian fhould have no time to 
jook after him, who indeed had enough to doelfe- 
where. ’Tis certain he writ to Fadotnarius, one of 
jtheir Kings, upon that Subjeft, and the Letrers by 
accident were intercepted and brought to Julian , 
who found what Pains the Emperor took to en- 
jangle him, and therefore was fo much the more 
provok’d to break out into open Rebellion . but re¬ 
solv’d firfl: to puniih thefe Barbarians, and fent Li - 
j one of his Commanders, with a fufficienc 
force againfl: ’em; but he falling unadvifedly upon 
ifhem, was kill’d in the beginning of the Engage- 
ent, and his Men routed. Julian advanc’d with 
jail his Army to repair this Lois, and was herein fo 
|fuccefsful, that he defeated the Enemy, took their 
Xing Prifoner, whom he fent under a Guard into 
■Spain, conftrain’d ’em to ask Pardon, reftore the 
ifiooty they had lately laken, and give him all Af- 
furances of a quiet and dutiful Behaviour for the 
future} which being done, he refolv’d to march 
[dirc&ly againfl: Conjlantius and attack him. So 
Ithat as foon as he had facrific’d to Bellona , the God- 
defs of War, and had by that means fecur’d her 
jto his Party, he aflembled the Army, and from 
kis Tribunal addrefs’d himfelf to ’em with more 
°pen Authority than formerly. He reprefented 
to ’em what great things they had already done 
mder his Conduit, how they had rcflrain'd the Gor¬ 
ans, and made the Rhine payable to the Roman 
dimes. He bid 'em remember in what a mife- 

rable 
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ruble Condition he found Gaul, and in what 4 
flour i/Jung State he Jhould leave it ; and exbortii 
them to ajjifi him with Chearfulnefs and Refill 
tion to make himfelf own'd for Emperor, Jince the >;, 
his great Comrades , had thought him worthy fo glori¬ 
ous a Title. He told 'em there were greater Thing 
behind, which, if he fucceeded in this Expedition, In 
would undertake for their Honour , and the Welfare of tlx 
Empire. That as he had hitherto behav'd himfelf will 
all Care and Diligence , fo wait Id he proceed, conftant- 
ty endeavouring to difeharge a good Confcience , and am 
at nothing but what regarded the Pub lick Good. Hi 
defir'd 'em to confirm that Concord and Fidelity that 
they had exprefs'd towards him by a Military Oath , 
as it was ufuah, concluding with this Advice, 
That they Jhould make haftc to feize upon the Limit! 
ef Dacia, before the Provinces of Illyricum were ft- 
cur'd by Garrifons, bcfeeching 'em not to fully tk 
Fame they had already acquir'd by their Moderating 
nor offer an Injury to any private Man whatfoevn. 
When he had done, the whole Army with all pof- 
fible Demonftrations of Joy took the accuftom’d 
Oath, protnifing to follow him where ever he 
thought fit to lead ’em, and to endure all Extre¬ 
mities for his fake. Nebridius was the only Man 
throughout the Army who refus’d the Oath; he 
alledg’d the great Obligations he had to Conftanti- 
us, and his former Oath to him would not per¬ 
mit him to bind himfelf by a fecond to any other; 
notwithftanding which, Julian difmifs’d him in 
Safety, and having preferr'd Germanianus to his 
Place, he fent away Salufi to be his Lieutenant in 
Gaul. 

Julian ». Julian, thinking his Army well fccur’d to him 

petf pro- by this Oath, began to throw off the Mask, and 

fofa idea -Prickly todclare himfelf a Heathen; he took up- 

thtn 1 


to 
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on him the Title of Pontifex Maximus , as was cu- 
ftotnary with his Predecdfors that were Heathens, 
and ilri&ly obferv’d all their Idolatrous Ceremonies. 

After this he order’d his Army to march, diftribu-^M 
ting it into fevcral Parties, fending Jovinus and Jo- 
vius with fome by the common Roads of Italy , and rgr . 

I others under tlie Conduct of Nevita through Rha- 
tidy and fo into Pamonia , that marching in fuch a 
Compafs they might feemmore numerous, and ftrike 
fa greater Ter'or into their Enemies They metwith 

I ’nothing ro oppnfe their March, but enter’d without 
the leaft Rdiihrce into lllyricum j for the Inhabi¬ 
tants were perfiiaded that he came aflifted by all the 
| Kings of Gaul in which Provinc she had perform’d 
ifuch brave Exploits. At Sirmium he was receiv’d^ ,S W~ 
I with thegeneral Joy and Applaufe of the Inhabitants^^! 
fand Soldiers,who with frequent Acclamationsbroughtsirrnium 
|him to the Palace, where they proclaim’d him Augu~ 
jfius. This profperous Beginning was a great En- 
fcouragement to him, for he hop’d that the Example 
| of fo great and populous a City, would influence 
! others to do the like. The third Day after he left 
j Sirmium , and took in Sued, a Piace famous for its 
| Situation between the Mountains Hcsmus and Rho- 
■ dope, of which he made Nevita Governor j and then 


i went forward to Ncffus , a Town of Confequence, 
; where he refided for fome i ime, writing from thence 
: a Letter to the Senate of Rome , in which he exclaim’d 
| againft Con/lantius his Government, loading it with 
! all imaginable Reproaches This Letter was read 
' publickly in an Aflembly of the People, by whom 
the Subftance of it was in general approv’d: For 
Conflantius was not much belov’d by the Orthodox 
Chriftians, who had been pcrfccuted by him upon 
the account or ArianiJ'm , nor acceptable to the 
Heathens, who were all for ‘Julian. 


Thus 
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Thus far Juliarfs Affairs Diet with a fuccef^ 
Progrefs j but wbilfl he lay at Nejfus , without th 
leaft Apprehenfion of an Enemy at his back, hi 
was inform’d that Nigrinus, a Tribune of Horfe, h(( 
fejz’d on Aquileia in Conflmtius his Name, to whew 
he knew the Inhabitants were well affe&ed, and pm 
into it two Legions, and a Cohort of Archers. Jit, 
Tim , who knew of what Confequence this would bj 

to his Proceedings,order’d fome Troops to befieg! 
it, who prefs’d it very hard, and attempted,all way! 
imaginable to reduce it j but the Beficg’d behay’ij 
themfelves fo well, and defended it with fo much 
Refolution, that they held out ’till they heard Con < 
fiantius was dead, and then they furrender’d. 

XI. The Emperor was about this time at Ede][t 
in Mefopotamia , whither he had remov’d from & 
tioch at the beginning of the Campaign. He wn 
continually alarm’d with the Account of Julwh 
Behaviour in the Weft, and at a lofs to find what 
Courfc the Pcrfiavs intended to take in the Eaft. Hu 
Indignation prompted him to go and chaftife bis 
Kinfman, but then it troubled him to think he 
ihould leave Mefupotamia expos’d to the Violenceof 
the Enemy. He was willing to preferve his Army 
as entire a ; he could, jn cafe of a Civil War, which 
he look’d on as unavoidable} and therefore decli¬ 
ning any farther Defigns upon the Perfian Garrifons, 
which he found by Experience to be ftrongly for¬ 
tify’d, he lent part of his Army under Arbetio to 
Tecure the Banks of the Tigris , and do the bell 
they could to prevent the Perfwns fhould they at¬ 
tempt to pafs it. Thefe Orders werefo well per¬ 
form’d, that the King of Perfia was forc’d to re- 
TheEmpt- turn home without attempting anything} which 
r° r prefares when the Emperor was inform’d of, he drew his 

hm? Army together, and departed to Jlierapolis , leav¬ 
ing 
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ng only fuch behind as were neceffary for the De- 


Mefop 


At Hierapolis he caus’d his 


rmy to be drawn up in the Camp, and from a 
lofty Tribunal he told ’em, with a ferene and plea- 
rant Countenance, ‘that having, through the tv bole 
\jurfe of his Reign , endeavour'd fo to comport him - 
'/elf as to be free from Reproach, he teas now con¬ 
tain'd to accufe hmfelf before them of too much 
'flumanity , which he always thought conduc'd to the 
1 ublick Good, ‘that during the Neceffity of his Af- 
n he had created Gallus C as far, who ungratefully 
is'd the Honour be had given him, and , after the 
\Qmmiffion of infinite Enormities, had receiv'd the 



deferv 


y ft fling ftiU in his 


Pmifhment he 

Eriendjhip and Affebhon to the Family, he advanc'd 
(Julian to the fame Honour j who, intoxicated with a 
yew Advantages gain'd over a weak unskilful Ene- 
.prefum'd to rebel againjl the Common-wealth , 


monftrous 


to defend and preferve from 
tthat he made no doubt but 


when they came to engage, God 


h ht 


Side, 


behalf of ihofe 


of their Enemies againjl 


fouteft treafon and mojl 


\lngratitude. The Army anfwer’d his Speech with 
jan univerfal Acclamation, defiring him to lead ’em 
jwhere his Service requir’d, and proinifing to fiicri- 
•fice their Lives and all in the Defence of fo jufl: 
and honourable a Caule. By this chearful Anfwer 
exceedingly encourag’d, he difpatch’d Ar hello with 
a good Part of the Army towards the Streights 
of Sued , where Julian then was waiting for the 
Accelfion of fome more Forces, with which he 
intended to invade thrace. 

The Emperor after this return’d to Antioch, where Hu Tmf* 
finding him felt' a little indifpos’d, he receiv’d Bap * ror 

r i (m l a « U P- 
Antioch, 
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tiftri at the Hands of Euzoius the /Irian. From At 
tioch he came to Tarfus , xfrere he was feiz’d wit] 
a feaverifh Fit j but believing that Motion and Ex 
ercife might do him good, he proceeded in his Ex 
pedition, and through many difficult Ways at lengtl 
reach’d Mopfutftia or Mopfuerene, a (mail Towi 
in Cilicia , fituate at the Foot of the Mountain fas 
rus. Hence he intended to proceed the next Day 
but tvas detain’d by the Violence of his Difeafe 
which increas’d more and more upon him; fo tha 
all Means us’d for his Recovery proving ineffe&u 
Conrtanti- alj he dy’d on the fifth of Ottober, after he hat 
“V De F h - reign’d near 38 Years, and liv’d 44; Art. Dom. 36! 

. ' Taurus and Florentitts being Confuls. Some fay tha 

SufcefTo ac ^ eat h he nam’d Julian for his Succeffor; fol 
j-em ftatu-^hich they plead Ammianus his Authority; wht 
ifie dkiturhowever is not pofitive in the Matter; but deliver! 
Jutixmm. it in very uncertain Terms, and for fear fo wild s 

Will fheuld be call’d in queftion by Pofterity, hi 
takes care to tell the World, the Emperor was inhii 
right Senfes when he made it. Gregory Nazianzu 
and feveral others, are of a contrary Opinion; the) 
fay, that Conjlantiin , foreleeing what Calamitid 
were like to befal the Church under Julian's Ad' 
miniftration, was very forry he had made him Ca[ar\ 
after which it’s very improbable he Ihbuld declare 
him his Succcflbr. Gregory faith; he was likewifi 
truly penitent for the many Murders he had caus’d 
to be committed upon his nearcft Relations, and thi 
Cruelties the Arlan Hereticks had made him excr- 
cife upon the Faithful. 

It is not eafie to determine whether his Virtue 
or Vices were more abundant in him, tho* in C ha¬ 
rity we ought to give it for the former. He had 
a Capacity both in Civil and Military Affairs, that 
was fit for an Emperor; and a Greatnefs of Mind 
which made him ncgkft and del pile all manner of 

Popu- 


Ith C/;4- 
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Popularity, and taught him how to maintain the 
Grandure of Majefty and Authority. He always ob- 
erv’d that ufeful Maxim among Princes, of confer- 
ing Honours upon bis SubjeCb with a fparing Hand, 
iy which he upheld the Reputation of the Nobility, 
'hefame care did he ufe in preferring his Servants, 
dvancing none to any Employment of Honour, or 
rofit,buc thofe who for their Diligence and Integri¬ 
ty had been before eminent in fbme inferior Ofhce. 
e waschafte and temperate, and an utter Stranger 
thofe Vices with which Courts too often a- 
)jound, and are ufually laid to the Charge of thofe 
'n greateft Authority. He was a zealous Promo¬ 
ter of the Chridian Religion, and ellabliih’d feve- 
jral wholfome Laws for the Supprefiion of Idola¬ 
try, Magick, and ill Manners. On the other hand, 
he was fo jealous of his Authority, that upon the 
eaft Appearance of a defign’d Ufurpation there was 
no end of his Inquifitions. In his Foreign Wars he 
.was generally unfortunate, and the lead ill Succefs 
jraade him dilcompos’d and dejcCted •, in his Civil 
Cornells he was always profperous, and upon every 
Advantage he grew proud and infolent. He fuffer’d 
himfelf to be govern’d too much by his Wives, Eu¬ 
nuchs and defigning Courtiers, who by their abo¬ 
minable Flatteries mif-led and infatuated him. He 
wasnotahvays conftant in his Favours, but often re¬ 
call’d whathehadbeforebeftow’d. Add to all this, 
the innocent Blood he caus’d to be fpilt during his 
Reign, and the Protection he gave the Brians, in 
whole behalf he difcountenanc’d and perlecutcd the 
Orthodox Chriflians, thrufts him out of the Com¬ 
pany of good Princes, and feems to have drawn down 
the Vengeance of Heav’n upon himfelf, his Family, 
and the Empire: Tho’ he was out-done in this by 
his Succeffor, whom God thought fit to raile up 

For 


on purpolc to chatlile and purge his Church. 
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he being a fworn Enemy to Chriftianity, which he 
carefully opprefs’d, and preferring none but fuch as 
declar’d againft it, he quickly diftinguifli’d thole 
who were Chriftians indeed, from fuch as for fomc 
worldly End had formerly made an outward Pro- 
feffion of it. 

Conftantius his Complexion wasbrown, his Looks 
lofty, and his Sight quick and piercing ; the Hair 
of his Head was foft ■, his Face, which he kept 
conftantly fhav’d, fmooth and comely; from his 
Neck to his Groin he was very tall, but his Legs 
were fhort and bending, which made him excellent 
at Leaping and Running, Exercifes in which he 
took much Delight. 

] >; m an . XII. Conflantitis being dead, the Corps were com¬ 
mitted to the Care of Jovian , to be convey’d by 
him in Royal Pomp to Conjlantinople, there to be 
interr’d near his Progenitors: Whillb the chief Offi¬ 
cers, both Civil and Military, after they had by 
their Tears and Lamentations telfify’d the great Re¬ 
flect they had for the deceas’d Emperor, confulteil 
together what Methods were to be taken in reference 
to a Succeflor, and after fome time agreed todifpatch 
away ‘fheolaipbus and Aligulilus to Julian , to defire 
his Prefence in the Eall, where they were all ready 
to receive his Commands. 

Julian was all this while employing himfelf in 
Hlyricim , chiefly in a fupcrftitious Enquiry into tbe 
Entrails of Beads, fometimes promifing himfelf the 
beft, at others apprehending the worlt Events* for 
the moll parr doubtful and uneafie, not daring to re¬ 
ly upon Conjeftures, which too often fall out con¬ 
trary to what they fuggefted. Whilft he was la¬ 
bouring under this Anxiety of Thoughts, Thcoki- 
phus and Aligulilus arriv’d with the News of Con- 
ftantius his Death, and that he had declar’d him his 

Sue- 
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Succeflor: Upon which, deliver’d row from all his 
iDoubts and Apprehcnftons, he gave Orders to march 
■away into 'Thrace with all Expedition, moving di¬ 
rectly towards Confiant'mopk •, where he was receiv’d Julian at-, 
with the univerfal Joy and Applaufe of the Inhabi-’iC'V* . 
tants, who beheld him with Wonder, asonedropt„°p] e * ntl ' 
'down from Heav’nj fcarce believing it poffible that 
a young Manas he was, little in Stature, but re- 
Inown’d for his great Exploits, after an impetuous 
'March from City to City, like a rifing Flame de¬ 
vouring all that oppos’d him, fhould at length, as 
by Divine Appointment, obtain the peaceable Pof- 
feffion of the Imperial Scar, without any Expence 
lof Blood and Treafure to the Common-wealth. 


Being thus fettled in the Empire, his firft Care 
(was to punifh fuch as had the Misfortune to have 
Sheen his Enemies formerly, tho* now fome of ’em 
Submitted readily, and clos’d in with his lntercft. 
(Among thefe was Nigrinus , who had feiz’d on A- 
yttileia in Conjlantiiis his Name, as we obferv’d be- 
Sore, which he defended refolutely ’till the Beficg’d 
theard of the Emperor’s Death, and then they fur- 
jrender’d at Difcretion, laying the Blame of their 
tobftinate Rcfiftance upon Nigrinus , who for hisgaE 
Sant Fidelity to his Prince was condemn’d to be burnt 
alive, which Sentence was executed upon him ac¬ 
cordingly. Apodemius , who had fo great afhare in 
the Death of Gallus and Syhanus , and Paulihc No¬ 
tary, that violent Profecutor, were likewifc burnt 
c : Nor would the watchful Eye of Jufticefuf- 
Eufebius , that execrable Eunuch, to efcape the 
(Punifhment he fo well deferv’d. Thcfc Proceedings 
were juft and equitable, and had Julian gone no 
farther he had not put his Friends to the Trouble 
pf endeavouring to clear him from the Sin of In¬ 
gratitude ; but the Death of Urfulus is a Stain all 
their Arts can’t wadi out. This Perfon was Comer 
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Largitionum , or Treafurer, and when Julian w; 
created Ccefar , and Cent into the Weft, heperceivin 
they had a Defign to ftraiten him in Mony, th; 
he might have nothing tobeftow upon the Soldier; 
who would thereupon grow bold and ungovernabli 
fent Orders to the Treafurer of Gaul to lupply Gi 
far with whatever his Occafions fhould requin 
When perceiv’d his Death appear’d fo he; 

nous to the People, he endeavour’d to excufe a Crim 
he could not expiate, pretending he fell againfthi 
Will, and without his Knowledge, by the Furyc 
the Soldiers, whom a fevere Reflexion of his at k 
mida had incens’d againft him. But this his be! 
Friends and Followers allow to be a lame Excufe; ai 


that herein he came ftiort of that regard to Juilic 
which at other times they fay heufually obferv’d. k 
Inftanceof which they give us in his Anfwcr to Dt, 
phidius , who having accus’d Numerius , fome tins 
before Governor of Gallia Narbonenfis , of robbinj 
the Publick Treafury* this bitter Orator findinj 


Numerius give fo good an Anfwer to all his Allt 
gations, that there were no Proofs fufficient to coiy 
vidt him, turning to Julian ask’d him in fome Pa! 
fion, If to deny be fufficient to be clear'd , what 0 } 
fender will ever be found guilty ? To whom Juk 
reply’d, And if to accufe be enough to condemn , win 
innocent Man will ever be fafe ? j 

From his Inquifitions upon thefe Perfons Juk 
apply’d himfelf to a Reformation in the Court, tt 
great Officers of which had from an Indigence o 
Fortune rais’d themfclves up to vaft Eftatcs } tiff 
burthen’d the Common wealth by their intolerabli 
Exactions, and debauch’d it by their vicious Exam' 
pies. They were in their Demands exorbitant, in 
their Gifts profufe, in their Expcnccs luxurious, 
being grown fo habituated to invade the Rightsolj 

others, that they ftuck neither at Perjury nor Sr 

crilege 
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rilege. Nor was the Camp lefs corrupt than the 
'ourt, where the Soldier exercis’d himfelf daily in 
morous Airs, flept on his Field Bed, and eat in 
late, and having enrich’d himfelf by his ambitious 
ourfes, grew vainly fond of Jewels, the intrinfick 
alue of which he pretended perfeftly to under- 
Stand, unlike the Ignorance of thofe who liv’d but 
p the Age before him * for it was reported of a 
otnmon Soldier in the Reign of Maximian , that at 
he Plunder of the King of Perjici* s Camp having 
ound a Purfe of precious Stones, and being taken 

• . 1 t J T 

j ... Jewels 

s things of no value, and went away highly fatif- 
'y’d with his good Fortune. Thefe Corruptions 

Julian took great Care to reform, 
ither becaufe they call’d aloud for fuch a Refor- 
ation, or to caft an Odium upon his PredecefTor, 
inderwhofe Reign they had gain’d fo much Ground. 

T e throughly purg’d the Court of all that were 
ibnoxious in ir, and made fuch Regulations in his 
"amp as he judg’d convenient. 

He had in his Infancy been inftrufted in the 
‘hriftian Religion, of which, for the mod part, 
e made an outward Profeffion, ’till by the Death 
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Fears were remov’d, and h 
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ound himfelf at Liberty to aft as he pleas’d j at 

which time he commanded all the Temples to be 
open’d, fuch as had been demolifh’d to be rebuilt, 
[advanc’d the Heathen Pricits to their ancient Pri¬ 
vileges and Immunities, order’d Sacrifices to b eopemihe 
J as formerly, and the Worihip of the Pagan 
Deities to be reflor’d. At the fame time he rc- 
call’d all the Chriilian Bifhops, whether Orthodox 
or He reticles, that had been banilh’d by Conflan- 
tl!is » and having lent for ’em to Court, he advis’d 
’em to lay all Diflentions afide, and gave ’em free 
Libci ry to live and believe every one as he thought '* 

F 5 fit, 
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fit, intending by that Liberty to fow greater Dif. 
fentions among them, and fo prevent the Dangers 
he apprehended if once they came to be united ; for 
he knew by Experience, faith Jmmianus , that wild 
Beads are not fo enrag’d againft Men, as Chriftians 
diflenting upon Points of Faith are enrag’d againft 
each other Being himfelf bred a Scholar, he ever 
had a great Efteem for Learned Men, with whom 
he familiarly convers’d, particularly Oribafius The- 
mijlius, and Libmius the Sophift, who had been his 
Tutor, and in (fill’d into him an Abhorrence to the 
Chriftian Religion, which after he came to be 
Emperor he had a great Defire to extirminate ; but 
observing that Perfecution was fo far from dimi- 
mifhing, that it rather incieas’d the number of its 
Prof fi'ors, who glory’d in that they were thought 
worrhv to fuffer for ihe Name of Chi iff, he 
therefore fought another way to ruin them. He 
try’d by gentle Perfuafions and glorious Promifes 
to induce ’em to an Abjuration. He depriv’d all 
iuch as flood firm to the Faith of all their Offices 
and Employments, whether Civil or Military. He 
prohibited Chriftians from keeping any Publick 
Schools, or teaching the Sciences, unlefs they would 
firft turn Heathens. And whereas ’twas Cuftoma- 
ry for the Emperors to prefent the Soldiers with a 
Donative upon the firft Day of the Year, upon 
their Birth-days, or the like * Julian order’d, that 
whoever came into his Prefence for that purpofe, 
fhould firft, according to an ancient Roman Cu- 
Horn, offer fncenfe upon an Altar adorn’d with the 
Images of the Gods intermix’d with fcvcral of his 
own. Several Chriftian Soldiers being better in- 
ilru&ed. and more zealous than the reft, chofe ra¬ 
the: to lofe the Ph lent than pollute thcmfblvcs with 

f i'f .rrv : Some ignorant of what they were doing, 
and ethers csihci through Avarice or Fear, did as 

the 
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jthe reft of their Comerades that were Heathen, 
But fome time after, when divers of’em, who in¬ 
vok'd the Name of Jefus before they face down to 
[Meat, were ask’d how they came to call upon him, 
whom they had deny’d, having offer’d Incenfe in 
Honour tohisfworn Enemy; they, fenfible of their 
Error, publickly protefted to the whole World that 
they were Chriftians, and were refolv’d to live and ' 
■die in the Eaith of Jefus Chrift ; that they had 
ierr’d through Ignorance, and that their Confcien- 
ces had no fhare in the Crime of which their Hands 


jwere guilty. After this they went to the Empe- 
! ror, and return’d him his Donative, declaring they re¬ 
pented from their Souls the abominable Sin they 
lad committed, to expiate which they were ready 
Ito fuflfer Death for the Name of Jefus Chrift. ‘the- 
!odoret adds, that "Julian was fo enrag’d at this gene¬ 
rous A6tion, that he commanded all their Heads to 
pe chopp’d off; and that when they were brought 
to the Place of Execution, the eldcft among ’em 
Retir'd the Executioner to begin with theyoungeft, 
jtvho was call’d Romania , left feeing fo many of his 
‘Companions executed before him, he fhould, thro’ 
!the Weaknefs of his Youth, lofe his Courage, and 
ielapfe; and that whilft he was calling on the Name 
iof God upon his Knees, in expectation of the fa¬ 
tal Stroke, an Order came from the Emperor to 
ftop the Execution, and they were all banifh’d to 
the remoteft Parts of the Empire. 

Whilft he continu’d at Conftantincple he was 
courted by Ambaffadors from all Nations, among 
whom he was renowned for his Fortitude, Sobrie¬ 
ty, Military Skill, and other eminent Virtues. 
With thefe and his other Felicities he was much 


elevated, forming to himfeif Dcffgns and Fancies 
that exceeded the Bounds of Human Nature. His 
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he was refolv’d to carry on with the greateft Vi- 
gour. Before he enter’d upon it he confulted the 
Heathen Oracles, who all promis’d him glorious 
Succels; but none encourag’d him to this Expedi¬ 
tion (o much as Maximus the Philofopher and Ma¬ 
gician, who promis’d him no lefs a Viftory than that 
which Alexander obtain’d over the Perfians , perfua- 
ding him, according to the Doftrine of Pythagoras , 
that the Soul of that renown’d Conqueror was tranf- 
migrated into him. The grofs A flu ranees and Flat¬ 
teries of his Priefts and Magicians had made him fo 
j'ceure and prefumptuous, that he rejebted. the Af- 
fi fiance his Allies offer’d him by their AmbafTadors 
at Antioch, telling ’em it became the Greatnefi 
of the Roman Empire to fuccour and fupport his 
Friends, and not truft to the Ailiflance of Strati- 
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Before he left Conflantinople he much improv’d 
and enlarg’d it, by the Addition of many beautiful 
lie beauti- Buildings j for being the Place of his Nativity, he 

Con ' always exprefs’d a great AfFe&ion for that City, 
i-anunope olc j cr ’d a very convenient Harbour to be built 

in the Shape of a Greek Sigma , where thofe Ships 
that traded thither from the South might ride in 
great Safety} and in the Gallery of his own Palace 
he furnifh’d a Library with the choicefl and mod 
valuable Books he could procure, after which he 
remov’d Eafhvard in his Progrefs to Antioch. 


Veninslis XIII. Having crofs’d over into Afia , he pafs’d 
Expedition. t | iroU gp, chalcedon and Libyjfa, (where Hannibal was 

bury’d) and thence came to Nicomedia, a City 
which the Care and Indulgence of former Princes 
had fo much enlarg’d and beautify’d, and which an 
Earthquake had now reduc’d to fo miferablc a Con¬ 
dition, that Julian could nor behold it without 
Teals, having himlelf refided here in his Youth un- 
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Eufebitis the Bifhop, the great Pa- 
t \!tcr he had given Orders for 


^c Place he proceeded in hisjour- 
cy, and arriv’d at jinU oc h about the latter End of He anives 
'uly. As he approach’d the City, that beautiful 4tAmioch - 
ead of the Eali, he was met and receiv’d like fotne 
Peity, the People following him with their Vows 
and Acclamations, and gazing on him as on fome 
Propitious Star newly rilcn in their Hemifphere, 
jvhich high Opinion of him he improv’d at his fir ft 
joining by feveral Examples of his great Patience 
ind Humility. There was one ‘thalaffius, who had AnUfin'-n 
ieen a bitter Enemy to his Brother Callus , and ofjufuct. 
ivas therefore in no degree of Favour with him. 
i-This fome Perfons, with whom ThalaJJius was then 
it Law, having obferv’d, came in a great Body and 
,accus'd him to the Emperor,complaining that Tba- 
iaffiusj who had the Infolence to be at Enmity with 
Jiim, had by Violence depriv’d them of their juft 

fenfible that this was done de- 





Julian 


i 


Man, anfwer’d, That the Per- 


ion of whom they conplain’d, had, he confefs’d. 


Highly offended him, and that therefore they ought 
jin good Manners to fulpend their Claim ’till he 
jhad given hi id, who was fo much their Superior, 
*]a fuitabic Satisfaction \ and at the lame time com- 
jmanded the Prtefeft, affifting him as the Cullom 
•was upon the Bench, not to hear their Caufe ’rill 
; he was reconcil'd to TbalaJJtus , which was done a 
^fhort rime after > for ThalaJJius renouncing the Chri- 
jftian Religion, and embracing that which was then 
;jmoll in Fafhion, recover’d the Emperor’s Favour, 
land was afterwards very intimate with him. 

1 Julian winter’d, according to his fir(l Intenti¬ 
ons, at Jntioch-, where, avcife to thofe Pleafurcs with 
jvhich Syiia too much abounded, he fpent his Time 
!‘n hearing and determining Cuufes, with cxcjuifite 

Care 
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Care and Dexterity adjudging to every one hi 
Due. And tho’ fomctimes, as our Hiftorian con 
fefles, he would ask improper and unfeafonable Que 
flrions in a Debate, as what Religion this or tha 
Party then at Law profefs’d; yet no Refpeft tt 
Religion, or any thing elfe, made him deviate from 
Juftice, or inclin’d him to a partial Determination; 
for being fen Able of the Levity and Heat of hi; 
Temper, he permitted the Praefedts and thofe about 
him by feafonable Hints to retrain his Impetuofi- 
ty, being pleas’d to be correfted by ’em, and a- 
fham’d of his Faults when they had made him fen- 
fible of them. 

&<mrrtU Thefe things highly ingratiated him with the In- 
rptthtbc hi. habitants, but the good Understanding between’em 
habitants was G f no long continuance5 for whilft he lay at 
^Antioch, jtffftioch, and obferv’d the Multitudes of People that 

flock’d thither upon his own Account, and that of 
his Attendants, he concluded fo great a Concourfe 
muft in a fhort time create a Dearnds of Provifi- 
ons, which out of a Humour of Aflfcdhtion and Po¬ 
pularity he had a great Ambition to prevent, by 
endeavouring to make thingscheaper than they cou’d 
well bear to be, which being forc’d in an inconve¬ 
nient way ferves rather to create a Scarcity than 
prevent it ; this the Corporation of Antioch repre¬ 
sented to him, yet was he obftinate to fee it accom- 
plifh’d ; for the Merchants, who found themfelves 
oblig’d to Trade to their own Lofs, chofe rarherto 
fhucup their Ware-houles than expofe their Goods; 
from whence enfu’d a great want of NccdTaries 
throughout the City, which highly provok’d the 
Inhabitants ngainfi: him, and expos’d him to their 
feverdt Reflections. They call’d him FiSliniarim^ 
by rcafon of his multitude of Sacrifices, to which 
hr was fo extravagantly addi£ted; Ccrcops or Dwarf, 
and Goats-Beard, bccaulc he took great Delight in 
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long picked Beard ; at which he was To highly in- 
ens’d that he writ an Inventive againft’em, which 
e call’d the Antiochian or Beard-Hater, in which 
e expos’d, with a deal of Virulence, the Vices and 
j)efc£fcs of the Citizens, mixing with the Truth 
^iany Things that were Foreign to it. 

1 During his Stay at Antioch , Gaudentius , who had 
)een fent by Conjlanthis into Africk to fecure that 
Country to him, and Julian , another of Conflanti- 
Ij’s Favourites, were apprehended and put to Death j 
js was likewise Artemius Governor of Egypt , upon 
Ihe importunate Application of the Citizens of A- 
[xandria, who accus’d him of many enormous 
Crimes, if Ammianus may be credited} for fevc- 
fal Chriflian Writers affirm he dy’d a Martyr, that 
le loft his Head by Julian 1 s Order, becaufe during 
]enjlantius his Reign he had deftroy’d many of the 
Beathen Idols in Egypt. About the fame time 
purge, who had thrull himfelf into theBifhoprickO eor g e ^' 
of Alexandria when St. Athanafius was expell’d, ! )J' m B ‘~ 
jdras kill’d by the Multitude. He was a good Cham- 
bion for the Arians , who charg’d Athanafius his 
Followers with his Death, and plac’d him in their 
Calender as a Martyr, from whence he crept infen- 
jfibly into the Latin Church, by whom he is e- 
Iteem’d as a Saint and Martyr, challenging the twen¬ 
ty third of April for his Feftival. His Legend is 
flufF’d with many ridiculous Abfurdities, among 
■V/hich his fighting the Dragon on Horfeback is not 
,thc leaffc remarkable. If the Account the Authors 
f-f thofe Times, both Chriffian and Heathen, have 
left us of him be true, we have little Reafon to take 
him either for a Saint or Martyr. 

All this while Julian was very intent upon the 
War} he confider’d how the Pcrjians had for the 
bftfixty Years mifcrably harrafs’d the Eaftcrn Provin¬ 
ces, and overthrown fcveral Armies that were fent to 

rdtiain 
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reftrain ’em; this kindled in him a Defire of Rc 
venge, which together with an Ambition of gracinj 
his former Exploits with the glorious Sirnameo 
j Par/bicus, made him very zealous in his Prepara 
tions, but he was in nothing fo afliduous as hisSa 
crifices, comparing Sea and Land for Victims whicl 
bled upon the Altars. Sometimes he would offe 
an hundred Bulls at a time, innumerable Droves o 
other Beads, and white Birds procur’d at a vail 
Expencej fo that almoft every Soldier, and thatal 
moil every Day, was led or born home to hi 
Quarters drunk and furfeited from the Templi 
wherein they feafted, and that contrary to the Di 
feipline he is faid to have cftablifh’d fo carefully ir 
the Army. And as his Supcrftition encreas’d, ft 
was there no end of Rites and Ceremonies in hi: 
Religion, which introduc’d an Expence that fwell’d 
up to Sums vaft and unufual. Whofoever pre¬ 
tended to the Art of Divination, which in his Pie- 
decefior’s Days was efteem’d a Capital Crime, was 
receiv’d with all imaginable Encouragement} and 
fo far was he addifted to Pra&ices of this Nature, 
that he refolv’d to open the Cajlzlian Fountain, con- 
fccrated heretofore to Apollo^ in whofe Name the 
Devil ifiu’d out his Famous Oracles. This Foun¬ 
tain had been long fincc choak’d up by Adrian^ 
who being here foretold that he fhould one Day 
be Emperor, was unwilling any hereafter fhould 
meet with the fame Encouragement. But whilft 
the Emperor was amufing himfelf with thefe Su- 
perftitious Vanities an Accident happen’d, from 
The Tv™, which he receiv’d no finall Dilhtrbance. On the 
tie»f Apol twenty fecond of Otlobcr the fpacious Temple of 
>o bur.ii. Apollo at Daphne^ the Suburb of Antioch , built by 

Antiochus Epiphancs , took Fire, and was fuddcnly 
burnt to the Ground} this the Emperor charg’d 
upon the Chriftians, and commanded the great 

Church 
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Church at Antioch to be (hut up; tho’ Ammianus 
Marcellinns gives another Account of it. 

However this aggravated the great Averfion he 
had to the Chriitians, and made him more defirous 
to fupprefs ’em. He knew Chriftianity was fuppo- 
fcd to fiicceed, and to be founded upon the Ruins 
ofjudaifm, and he thought if he could once reftore 
the old Ceremonies and Sacrifices of that Religion, 
he ihould raife a great Argument againft the Truth 
and Progrefs of the former; the readied: way to 
which was to re-build the Temple of 
which had been long fince deftrov’d by 

fpaftan : And therefore he was refolv’d to effed it ,Tempi? 17 

how great foever the Expence Ihould be, and com- Jerufalem, 
mitted the Care of it to Alypius an Antiochian , who 
had formerly commanded here in Britain at the 
fame time he encourag’d the Jews to be affifting to 
fo good a Work,defiring ’em to pray the Soveraign 
of the Univerfe to proiper him in his Expedition 
againft the Perfians , releas’d ’em from feveral Impo- 
fitions with which they had been charg’d, and pro¬ 
mis’d ’em all the Happinefs they could expect under 
his Adminiftration. Alypius apply’d himfelf diligent -from which 
ly to the Work, and was afiifted in it by the Go -he is diver- 
vernor of the Province; but on a hidden dreadful <*■ 
Balls of Fire broke out from the Ground, where 
the Foundations were laid, and confirming the Amnuin. 
Works made the Place inacceflible. Marcc. 


Jerufaleni, J u ' ian f »- 

Titus Ve- <k T H n " 


The lame Year there happen’d an Earthquake at 
Jcrufalem , which raz’d the Foundations of the for¬ 
mer Temple, and over-turn’d feveral publick Build¬ 
ings, under which a great Multitude of Jews lay 
hury’d; and another at Conjl anti nop k , which tho’ 
not fo violent, endanger’d a great Part of the City. 
Thcle Accidents, with feveral othcrunlucky Omens, 
« he term’d ’em, ftrangely tenify’d the fuperftitious 
Emperor. Felix and Julian t two Oificers of great 

Authc- 
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Authority, dy’d much about the fame time; ant 
the People, who ufually faluted him with the Title 
of Julianas Felix Auguflus , look’d on it as ominous, 
that he who was Auguftus fhould be nam’d in com- 
pany with Felix and Julian , who were both dead. 
When he departed from Antioch a confus’d Multi¬ 
tude of the Citizens attended him out of the City, 
wifhing him a fuccefsful Journey, and a triumphant 
Return, and pray’d him for the future to be more 
mild and gracious to them: But he, ftill nettled it 
their bitter and undutiful Reflections, told ’em in 
great Anger, he would never vifit them again, but 
winter at Tarfus in Cilicia ; which he accordingly did, 
for he was privately bury’d in the Suburbs of that 
nis Tro- City. As he enter’d into Hierapolis on the fifth of 
tp-efi. March , fifty Soldiers were kill’d by a Fall of fomc 

Buildings, and a great many more hurt. Having 
pafs’d the Euphrates by a Bridge of Boats he came 
to Eat no; a Town of Ofdruena , were fifty Soldier! 
more were overwhelm’d wit h a Stack of Straw. From 


Batnce he proceeded to Can h<e, an ancient Town and 
a Frontier toward JJfyria , famous for the Death 


of CrajJ'us , and the Overthrow of the Roman Army, 
Here he refted a while to furnifh his Army with 
Provifions, and facrific'd to the Moon, the great 
Goddefs of the Country; at whofe Altar he is faid 


fecretly to have deliver’d his Purple Military Coat 
to his Kinfman Procopius , bidding him refolutely to 
feize on the Empire upon the firft Intelligence of his 
Milcarriagcin Parthia. The late unlucky Omens had 
made him irrefolute and uncafie, fo that being troubled 
with ill Dreams he foreboded fomeMifchicfathand, 


and both he and his Wizards declar’d that they mult 
cxpeC fomc fignal Difafter the Day following, being 
the 19th of March, which brought nothing extraordi¬ 
nary with it, notwithftandingtheir Predictions; tho’ 
it appear’d afterwards that the Temple of Apollo Pa- 

la liiiu' 
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itinus was burnt the very fame Night at Rom. 
Vbilfthewas here employ’d in difpofingthe March 
f his Army, he was inform’d that a Party of the 
Enemies Horfe had broken into the Empire, and 
/ere return’d with a confiderable Booty. Provok’d 
tthis, he put a Defign he had before laid in executi- 
n, and committed a Party of thirty thoufand Men to 
‘rocopius and Scbajiian , who had been Commander 
ii Egypt, ordering ’em to keep a ftridt Watch within 
\rh, the better to prevent any fudden Accident, 
nd when they had join’d Arfaces , which they were 
o attempr, he commanded ’em to waftc Chiliochomm , 
hat fruitful Tradt of Media , and meet him if pof- 
ible in Ajfyria. After this he began his March,and 
friv’d the fecond Day at Callinifus , where he cele- 
irated the Feaft of the Mother of the Gods. The 
j)ay following he diredfed his March by the River 
iide, where he was met by his Fleer, under the 
ionduft of Conjlfintianus and Lucillianus. It con- 
ifted of a thoufand Vefiels of Burden, laden with 
Wifions, Arms and Engines, befides fifty Men of 
Var, and as many defign’d upon occafion to make 
Iridgcs for the Army. From hence he proceeded 
o Circuftum , which he enter’d about the Beginning 
)f April. It was then a very ftrong and neat Town, 
ortify’d heretofore by Diocleftan , the better to re¬ 
train the Perftans, who by their frequent Incurfions 
nto Syria did great Mifchief to the Provinces. Here 
vhilft Julian was bufied in paffing his Army over 
he River Avar a, which with the Euphrates incir- 
:lcd the Town in the manner of an Iiland, he re¬ 
viv’d Letters from Sallujl , Praefedh of Gaul , carneft- 
J prdfing him to defijl for the prefent from his in - 
ended Expedition , and not thruft himfelf upon in- 
citable Dejlrullion before the Divine Powers were 
fly pacify'd. But he, in Contempt of this whole¬ 
sale Admonition, prefs’d on with greater Confi¬ 
dence i 
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dencej and having pafs’d his Army over, caus’d the 
Bridge to be broken down, to cut off from his Met 
all Hopes of a Retreat. At Dura a Lion of va(| 
Bignels prefented it felf to the Army, who with i 
Shower of Darts difpatch’d it in a Moment. Thij 
Spe&acle rais’d his Hopes and redoubled his Couragej 
but upon what inefficient Ground the Event will 
demonftrate. His Philofophers perfuaded him ’twas 
a lucky Omen, but the Hetrufcan Arufpiccs , who 
were the better Artifts, prov’d from their Books the 
contrary. The Day following a Soldier nam’d Jt- 
nian was ftruck dead by a Flalhof Lightning, which 
confirm’d the Hetrufcans in their former Opinion, 
and made ’em advife him to quit the Country at 
dangerous and fatal, which the Philofophers oppos’d 
with Arguments more agreeable to Julian's Temper) 
who in a chearful Speech addrefs’d himfelf to the 
Army, telling ’em what mighty Actions had bin 
perform'd by former Commanders as well againfi tk 
Perfians as others , animated to it by their Jjfetlm 
to their Country , and affifted by the Love and Rf 
lution of their Soldiers ; that he was refolv'd to imi¬ 
tate fuch generous Examples , if they were willing It 
join with him in fo glorious an Undertakings when- 
in he had the Advantage of Juflice on his Side, if 
revenge of thofe many Injuries the Roman Provim 
had. of late Tears receiv'd from 'em. The Soldicn 
animated with this Difcourfe refolv’d to obey him 
chearfully,and appear worthy lb Noble a Com man 
derj who thereupon immediately enters the AM 
an Borders, where fearing an Ambufcade be pm 
dently divided his Army into four Bodies, appoint 
ing fifteen hundred as a Forlorn, who marching fiome 
times before, fometimes on each fide, were to prt' 
vent any fudden Irruption from the Enemy, a® 
give Warningupon all Occafions. In the middle® 

plac’d the Foot, confiding of the main Strength °; 
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his Army, which he led himfelf j on the Right he 

I der’d feveral Legions, under theCondu&of Nevi- 
, to eoaft along the River Euphrates , and the Left 
ring with fome Troops of Horfe he committed to 
mtheus , and Horfmifda a Perfian , who having been 
jur’d by the King his Brother, fled for Refuge to 
njiant'me the Great, and after feveral Proofs of his 
eat Fidelity was preferr’d to confiderable Com- 
inds. They were to march through the Plains 
d Marlhes, whilft Dagalaiphus , Victor and Secun- 
wibrought up the Rear. And to ftrike a greater 
:rror into the Enemy, if they dar’d affauk him* 
view him at a diftance upon his March, he en- 
g’d his Ranks, by which means the Front wad 
toft ten Miles diftant from the Rear, which made 
Army appear much more numerous than it was* 
for the Fleet, he order’d it to attend the Army 
near as poffibly it could, that upon Occafion they 
»ht afford each other a mutual Afliftance. 

[n this manner they march’d to a Fort call’d A- 
hart , which furrender’d upon the firft Summons* 

I was burnt by the Emperor’s Order. Here they 
nd a Roman Soldier, who when MaVimian made 
jptions into thefe Parts, had been left behind 
y lick : Upon his Recovery, being then in the 
wer of his Age, he wasmarry’d to feveral Wives* 
aiding to the Cuftam of the Country, and was 
v grown extream old, and the Father of a nu> 
ous Iffue. He with great Joy was brought td 
Emperor, before whom he affirm’d that he knew 
had formerly been foretold, that he fhould live 
till he was near an hundred Years of Age, and bd 
ky’d at length in the Roman Territories ■, which 
ivas confirm’d by the Teftimony of feveral of his 
Acquaintance. The Day following the Army faf¬ 
f’d much by the Violence of a tempeftuous Wind, 
is likewife by the breaking out of the River, which 
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whether it proceeded from a natural Caufe, or was 
the Effect of fome Stratagem in the Enemy, is un- 
certain. From hence they march’d without meet* 
ing any Oppofition to a Town call’d Ozogardan <?, 
which they took, the Inhabitants having abandon’d 
it upon the Approach of the Army. From hence 
Horfmifda was fent out to make Difcoveries, and 
had like to have fallen into the Enemies Hands, who 
lay ready to infnare him j but the River fwelling 
higher than ufual hinder’d their Palfage, and being 
difcover’d by a Party of Roman Soldiers they were 
forc’d to retire with fome Lofs. The firft Diffi¬ 
culty of any moment they met with was at Pirift • 
bora , a Town ftrongly fortify’d by Art and Nature, 
and no lefs fecur’d by the Refolution of the Inha¬ 
bitants, who gave Ear to no Treati*s ’till they had 
try’d their utmoft in a very vigorous Defence, and 
found it impoffible to maintain the Place. Theta- 
king this City, being the greateft next to Cte/tfhm 
in all djfyria, brought great Reputation to the Em¬ 
peror’s Arms, befides the great quantity of Provi* 
lions and Ammunition that were found in it prov’d 
very feafonable to the Army, who began to ftandin 
need of both. 

After he had fet Fire to the Town, and in a form’d 
Speech pacify’d the Army, that began to grow mu¬ 
tinous, he proceeded forward, and after a March of 
fourteen Miles came to a low Ground, which the 
Enemy, who had notice they would pafs that way, 
laid under Water, and thereby expos’d ’em to ma¬ 
ny Difficulties. But at length they arriv’d at Mtti- 
ozamalcha , a large and well fortify’d Town, before 
which he encamp’d in order to befiege it. He drew 
a double Line round it, and with his battering En¬ 
gines broke down a Tower, and part of the Wall: 
Notwithflanding which theBclieg’d defended them- 
felves with great Gallantry, trulling much to the 
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natural Strength of the Place, ’till at length the Sol¬ 
diers by means of a Mine got into the City, and put 
all they found to the Sword, except the Governor 
and fome few of the principal Officers. The City 
was given up to the Soldiers, who firft plunder’d 
and then burnt it, 

After this they pafs’d further, and arriv’d at two 
Forts, where Fiflor, who conducted the Forlorn, 
was oppos’d by the King of Perjia's, Son, who at the 
Head of a ftrong Detachment, and attended by fe- 
veral Noblemen of the Country, difputed his Paf- 
fage over the River; but when they faw the whole 
Body of the Army advancing they retir’d, and left 
l\\t Romans Matters of a pleafant Country full of de* 
lightful Groves, and enrich’d with all forts of FruitSj 
Proceeding a little farther, the Romans loft pare of 
their Baggage and Carriages: For whilft the Front 
of the Army was diverted by a Party of Pcrftans , 
who were fent on purpofe to amufe them, another 
Party fell in upon the Rear, and furpriz’d ’em. Ju-> 
linn enrag’d at this drew on towards Ctefiphon , and 
as he was viewing a Fort which lay in his Paffiige 
thither, he rid too near the Walls, and they ply’d Julian U 
him fo warmly with their Darts from above, thit £reat DmP> - 
he was carry’d off with great Hazard of his Life."^' 

He was refolv’d to be reveng’d for this Infolence 
whatever it coft him, and for that Purpofe laid clofe 
Siegetothe Place, which they withindefended with 
great Vigour, encourag’d by Promifes of a fpcedy 
Succour from the King, who lay with his Army 
not far off from them. But he thrufling himfelf 
forward into all Difficulties, and fighting in Perfori 
K the Head of his Men, who were encourag’d by 
Sis Example, and influenc’d by his Prefence and 
Obfervation, obtain’d his Defirc, and having burnt 
the Fort, allow’d his Army fome time to refrefh 
ihemfelvcs. After which, through a Cut cleans’d 

G x for 
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for tbatPurpofe, hepafs’d his Fleet out of Euphrates 
into ‘Tigris. 

Hitherto Fortune for the moll part feem’d tt 
court and encourage him, but hisSuccefs made him 
He grows raftt and inconfiderate, and rais’d him in Imagina' 
tbjtinate: £ j on a {, ove a p Difficulties, to which he frequently 

expos’d himfelf and his Army, contrary to the re¬ 
peated Advice and Petitions of his moft experienc’d 
Officers. He totally gave himfelf up to the Dire£tion 
of his own Fancies and improbable Chimaera’s, fug- 
gefted to him by his vaft Ambition, which aim’d 
at nothing lefs than the entire Conqueft of all Perfit. 
And tho’ at a Council of War held near CtefiphonV 
was advis’d to the contrary, he obftinately perfifted 
in his Refolution of proceeding farther up into the 
Country, induc’d to it by the Encouragement of fome 
Guides, who undertook to condudt him. And left 
the Enemy fhould become Matters of his Fleet, or 
clfc for that no lefs than twenty thoufand Men were 
conttantly employ’d to man and govern it, he order’d 
Awl bums all his Ships to be fet on Fire, except twelve Email 
bn fleet. Rates, which were to be taken in pieces, and con¬ 
vey’d over Land in Waggons, to build Bridges with 
if there fhould be occalion. This was put in Exe¬ 
cution accordingly, notwithftanding all the Argu¬ 
ments his Friends otter’d to oppofe it, to which he 
was deaf ’till it was too late, and his Guides were 
forc’d by Torture to confefs that they had offer’d 
him their Service with no other Defign but to ruin 
him. 

This unlucky Proceeding reduc’d the Army to 
the la ft Extremity, for now they had loft all Means 
of a Retreat, and were cut oft'from all Opportuni¬ 
ties of a Supply cither of Men or Provifions: And the 
PerJiam , perceiving the Difadvantages under which 
they labour’d, Lid all the Country wafte before ’em, 
and infuked ’em fomeiimcs in the Front, fomctinics 
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;in the Flank, and at others in the Rear, and in a 
[manner bcfieg’d ’em. This extreamly difpirited the 
\ Roman Army, which was very much weaken’d thro’ 

!the Inconveniencies of the Country, and the Hard- 
jfhips to which they were expos’dj nor knew they 
Iwhat Courfe they were belt to take in a ftrange 
Country, depriv’d of all manner of Provifions. Af- 
Iter many Confultations they refolv’d at length to 
[march towards Corducna , and on the i< 5 th of June 
they fet forward accordingly. 

i They had not march’d far before they were met#* mg*gn 
iby a ftrong Body of Perfians , well provided in eve - w,th tbe 
fry refpeft, and commanded by Merenes, General of 
jthe Horfe, accompany’d by two of the King’s Sons, 
land a great number of the Nobility j here an obfti- 
inace Fight began, which lafled for a confiderable 
[time, ’till the Perfians , over-power’d by the Roman 
[Legions, gave Ground, and retir’d in the mod or- 
jderly manner they could. The Romans remain’d 
[Matters of the Field, but found little Satisfaftion in 
laVi&ory, which could not relieve their Wants in 
a Place where no Provifions were to be had, the 
Corn and Grafs, and every thing elfe proper for 
the Nourifhment of Man or Horfe, being burnt 
up by the Enemy. 

Both Sides had agreed to aTruce for three Days, 
which time was employ’d in burying the Dead, and 
refrefhing their Bodies tir’d with excefiive Hear 
and the Fatigues of the Battel. Julian all this while 
labour’d under great Perplexities, for he found the 
’Perfians refolv’d to oppofe his March, and attempt 
all manner of ways to diftrefs him, without coming 
to a formal Engagement. The Night before his 
Death, after a fhort and troublcfome Sleep, he rofc, 
as his Cuflom was, to Read or Write, and in the 
dead of the Night he beheld the Publick Genius, 
which is faid to have appear’d to him once before 
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upon his being declar’d Emperor in Gaul to move 
jn a melancholy deje&ed Pofture before him, anti 
with a Countenance full of Sorrow forfake him, 
This hidden unexpeftt-d Accident furpriz’d him 
for the prefent, but being above the Weaknefsoi 
pear, he refign’d all, faith my Author, to the De¬ 
termination of Providence ; and riling early to hij 
Pevotions, he faw an Exhalation fhooiing through 
the Skies, which having travers’d a good part of the 
Air, vamfh’d in a Moment. This he violently fu- 
fpefted to be the Star of Mars , who not long fince 
had reje&ed his many Sacrifices, and was now come 
jn a menacing manner to tell him how little he 
was to expedl from him. Hereupon he confultd 
Jris Hetrurian Augurs, who told him he was by 
that Omen advis’d to abftain from fighting ; and 
when they perceiv’d that in fpight of this their Inter¬ 
pretation he was refolv’d to proceed, they intreated 
him to defer his March but for a few Hours, to 
which he gave fo little heed, that as foon as it was 
Light he order’d his Army to decamp. The Pa- 
fians , who made the belt of every Advantage, 
fometimes aflaulted him upon the Flank, and fome- 
times fell in upon the Rear, which occafion’d fe- 
vcral Encounters between ’em, in all which the 
Emperor behav’d himfelf with all unexampled Bra¬ 
very ; but at length being too eager in purfuit of 
the Per fans , who now began to give Ground, a 
Horfe-man’s Javelin pierc’d through his Arm into 
his Side, from whence, or by whom direfted, no 
one knew, with the Pain of which he funk down 
upon the Neck of his Horfc, and was with all 
fpecd convey’d into his Tent ; where obferving 
thofe about him to be dcjr&ed and forrowful, he 
roM ’em, lie was now call'd upon to pay the Debt 
(f Nature , which he did with a, willing and cheer¬ 
ful Mind , being taught by Philofophy how mud 
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happier the State of the Soul is than that of the Body , 
upon 'which Confederation he embrac'd Death as the 
greatefi Blefeing , which exempted him from thofe Dan¬ 
gers to which the Necefeity of his Affairs mufe daily ex- 
pofe him , to the great Hazard of his Virtue and Re¬ 
putation. That having liv'd at firfe in a private , and 
afterwards in an exalted State, he had fo behav'd him- 
felf in both as to repent of no Action throughout his 
‘whole Life. That he had great Reafon to thank Di¬ 
vine Providence , for that he fell not by the Hand of 
Confpirators , nor languijh'd under a Difeafe , or fuffefd 
Death as a Criminal , but that he made a glorious Paf- 
fage out of the World with his Honours frefej and 
blooming about him. That he who is fond of Life 
when he ought to Die , is as great a Coward , as he who 
defires Death when be ought to Live. That he declin'd 
naming a Succeffor , lefl through Ignorance he feoould pafs 
by a worthy Perfon , or in naming one fitly qualify'd he 
fbould expo ft him to Danger upon the Preference of ano¬ 
ther after his Death , but, like a dutiful Son to the Com¬ 
monwealth, he wifh'd for a worthy Governor to fucceed 
him. 

After this, and a fhort Difcourfe with the Philo- 
fophers, Maximus and Prifcus , concerning the Sub¬ 
limity of the Soul, the Wound began to gape, and dlt! °! 
the Tumour of the Veflcl intercepted his Breath ; “iVtund 

then calling for a Glafs of cold Water, which he 
drank up, he expir’d about Midnight. theodoret , 
and moll Chriftian Writers who have written of 
him, fay, when firft he was wounded he fill’d his 
Hand with Blood ifiuing from the Wound, and 
threw it up into the Air, with this dreadful Blafi- 
phemy, ‘thou haft Conquer'd , 0 Galilean ! tho’ o- 
thers maintain it was the Sun againfl which he thus 
threw up his Blood, becaufe he was God of the 
Perfeans , and was then come to their Succour a- 
gainll him j and being, according to the Altrola- 
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gcrs, Lord of his Afcendant when he was Born 
he had noc taken due care to protect him. Som< 
rime before his Death, Libanius , the Sophift, [ 
faid to have ask’d a Chriftian School-mafter at An 
tioch , by way of Derifion, IVhat he thought the Car- 
Renter's Son was then a doing? To whom he reply’d 
Know thou Wretch , that that God who made both Hea¬ 
ven and Earth , and whom in Contempt thou call'Jl th 
Carpenter's Son , is preparing a Coffin for thy Difcipl 
Julian. 

As to his Chara&er, even our Chriftian Writers, 
who can’t be expected inclinable to flatter him! 
own he enrich’d the Empire with a great man) 
excellent Qualities ; that he was Valiant, Chafte. 
Prudenc, Patient of Labour, a great Lover oi 
Learned Men, being himfelf Learn’d and Elo¬ 
quent. His Exploits againft the Germans were ex¬ 
traordinary, confidering his Youth and his Educa¬ 
tion, which had prepar’d him more to the Gown 
than the Sword j on the other hand, his bell 
Friends allow him to have been Superftitious to 
the higheft Degree, hot, talkative and inconfide- 
rarc, that he was very much given to Vain-glory 
and Oftentation, that in many Things he was gui¬ 
ded more by his own Humour than the Advice of 
his nbleft Counfellors. Thefe Defeats grew upon 
him with his Years, which Confederation has made 
fome conceive that he ow’d the extent of his Fame 
to the fliortnefs of his Life, and that had he liv’d 
longer, Time and Temptation might poflibly have 
expos’d him to fuch Infirmities as would have ful¬ 
ly’d the Reputation acquir’d in his Youth Ju¬ 
lian ci)’d on the 2f>th of June, in the fecond Year 
of his Reign, and two and thirtieth of his Age, 
in his fourth Conlulate, which he bore with Salluf, 
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XV. Thus fell 'Julian in the Flower of his Age, 
ind full Purfuit of his mighty Defigns, which as 
none but a Genius like his, bold and impetuous, 
could ever have fuggefted } To now there wanted 
m equal Refolution to purfue and direCt ’em. fn 
him the Conftantine Family was extinCt, under whofe 
Government the Imperial Power feem’d ftill to re¬ 
tain its native Influence and Vigour. Juftice was 
duly adminifter’d, and the Laws of the Empire re¬ 
gularly obferv’d throughout the Provinces} and 
tho’ in thofe Times we meet with frequent Ufur- 
pations, they ferv’d rather to awaken than impair 
the Supream Authority; as all the Motions and Ir¬ 
ruptions occafion’d by the barbarous Nations feem 
defign’d to make a fatal Experience of the Strength 
of the Empire, rather than to infult or weaken it. 
But after this the Roman Eagle, that with extended 
Wings us’d to defend thofe Nations that fled to her 
for her Friendfhip and Protection, ficken’d as with 
Age, and lay expos’d to the Attempts of every Ene¬ 
my that dar’d Affault her. 

The Sorrow the Army conceiv’d at Julian’s 
Death is unexpreffible: They were in a ftraijge 
Country far from home, with a provok’d Enemy 
round about ’em, without a Head to direCt, com¬ 
mand and provide for ’em. The Common Soldi¬ 
ers were ready to Mutiny, and the Officers at Va¬ 
riance about a Succcflbr. At laft they unanimoufly 
pitch’d upon Sallujl the PraefeCt, who being a Man 
of great Worth, and long Experience in Military 
Affairs, was acceptable to all Parties. But he ex- 
cufing himfelf upon the Account of his Age, which 
had brought many Infirmities upon him, rhey were 
forc’d to make a new ElcCtion} and being hurry’d 
by the DiftraCtion of their Affairs, and imminent 
Dangers to which they were expos’d, the Choice 
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Jtninn. fell upon Jovian, Son of Varronian , who from ai 

Eminent Poll in the Army, where he had behav’i 
himfelf like a brave Commander, was lately retir’i 
to a private Life. Jovian was immediately fain 
ted by his Ele&ors with the Acclamation of Jovi 
anus Jiugujlus , which a great part of the Army ex 
tending four Miles in Length miftook, and con 1 
ceiving Julian to be miraculoufly recover’d, out ol 
an ill-grounded Hope, join’d in the common Cry 
*till upon Difcovery of their Miftake they turn’c 
their Joy into Tears and Lamentations. As foot 
as Jovian was advanc’d to the Imperial Dignity 
an Officer in the Army, who had ferv’d former!) 
under his Father, and had carry’d himfelf with 
much Infolence towards him, being afraid of hit 
Son, who had it now in his Power to revenge hit 
Father’s Quarrel, deferted and fled over to the Per- 
fans*, and being admitted into the King’s Prefence, 
acquainted him with the Death of Julian , and that 
the Army had in a tumultuous manner madt 
Choice of Jovian, a mean-fpirited Man, for his Sue- 
cefTor. This News was highly acceptable to the 
Pcr/ian King, who thereupon prepar’d his Men to 
fall vigoroufly upon the Rear of the Roman Ar¬ 
my, who, upon an Encouragement receiv’d from 
the Entrails of Beads, were iffijing out of their 
Camp, when they were attack’d by the Perfim 
with their Elephants plac’d in the Front. Altera 
refolute Engagement on both fides, which lalled 
for fome time, the Perfians gave Ground, leaving 
two of their Elephants and a great number of Men 
dead upon the Place. The Romans loll three Prin¬ 
cipal Officers, and fomc Soldiers, and after they 
had giv’n ’em as good a Burial as the Exigency 
of their Affairs would allow of, they proceeded 
ro a Cafllc call’d Sima. Here they encamp’d tl' £ 

next Day, in the belt manner they could, drawing 
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a Line round their Camp for their better Defence > 
but were however infcfted by the Enemy at a di- 
llance, a Party of whofe Horfe had the Confidence 
to break into the Camp, and had almoft reach’d the 
Emperor’s Tent, but were at laft repuls’d with a 
very great Lofs. The Night following they diflodg’d, 
and^ came to Charcha , from whence they remov’d 
to Dura , where they were forc’d to continue four 
Days through the Obftinacy of the Perfians , who 
whenever they were in Motion prefs’d hard upon 
their Rear, but when they fac’d about to give ’em 
Battel retreated, and by this means very much re¬ 
tarded them in their March. Here they were in¬ 
form’d by fome, who pretended to be more know¬ 
ing than the reft, that they were not now far from 
the Roman Borders, and therefore the whole Army a Mutiny 
demanded, in a peremptory manner, that they might i*the Ar- 
be permitted to pafs over the Tigris, which the Empe- m P 
rorand the chief Officers very prudently oppos’d, af- 
furing ’em the River atthatSeafon of the Year was 
always fwoln higher than ufual, that the greateft part 
of’em were ignorant of Swimming, and that the 
Enemy was ready on the other fide to reward fuch 
defperate Adventures with Death, ilut they wer« 
impatient of Contradi&ion, and infilled with great 
Infolence upon their Demands, which they mingled 
with Menaces, and thereby forc’d the Emperor in 
fome mcafure to comply. He order’d the Germans 
and the Gauls to take the River firft, hoping, if 
they perilh’d in the Attempt, the reft would learn 
to be more tradable, and if they got fife a-fhore 
the whole Army might venture after ’em with 
more Confidence. Hereupon fome of the greateft 
Artifts among ’em, who from their Childhood had 
learnt to Swim over vaft Rivera in their own Coun¬ 
try, were alotted out for this Expedition j they 
taking the Advantage of the Night reach’d the op- 
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pofite Shore fooner than was imagin’d, and having 
kill’d the Perjians that were plac’d there for a Guard, 
by a Signal gave the Army notice of their Succefs, 
who were fo impatient to follow ’em, that they 
would hardly allow time for the making a Bridge, 
which fome had undertaken to compofe of Bladders 
for their more convenient Tranfportation. 

Whilft the Romans were bufied in this cxtrava. 
gmt Project, the King of Perfia , who during his 
Abfence, and now upon his Return to his Army, 
had by repeated Meflcngers being inform’d of the 
defperaie Valour of the Romans , whoinftead of be¬ 
ing difpirired at the Lofs of Julian , were grown 
more hardy, by continual Labours and Dangers, and 
had kill’d him a great many brave Men, and an 
unufual Number of Elephants, began to liften to 
Thoughts of an Accommodation. He was unwil¬ 
ling to enrage ’em too much, not knowing how 
far the Thirft of Revenge, and Fury of Dcfpair 
might thru ft ’em. He knew fiefh Supplies might 
be rais’d out of the Neighbouring Provinces, and 
that an Army lay ready in Alefopotamia little infe¬ 
rior to this. He was fenfiblc how his own Men 


were continually harrafs’d, his Country wafted, the 
Strength of his Army impair’d, and his Subjects in 
general drfirous of a Peace. The Author of the 
jlkxanclrine Chronicle faith, the firft Overtures of 
Peace were made by him before he had heard of 
Julian s Death. Others, that he made mention of 
it at firftonly to try the Temper of the Roman Ar¬ 
my, and the Inclinations of their new Prince $ and 
when he found ’em both alike eagerly defirous of 
a Pe acc, he prolong’d the Negotiations from time 
to rime*, that the Remans whilft they flood ex- 
p'tTng the Ro-mlr of the Treaty, might fpend the 
Jmall Remainder of their Providers, and fo be 


fo; c’J through Famine to comply with his Exorbi- 
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tant Demands. This is not unlikely, if we confider 
the Condition the Roman Army was then in, and the 
Articles upon which the Peace was concluded. The 
Famine rag’d fo dilinally in their Camp, that they 
were ready to end their Days by the Sword, rather 
than wait a painful lingring Death. And Sapor , 

-who pretended he permitted che Remnant of Julians 
iArmy to retreat out of mere Pity, made a Demand 
of no lefs than five Provinces, together with fifteen 
Caftles, befides Nifibis , Singara , and Cajlra Mauro-- 
| rum, a Fort of very great Confequence, before he 
'would hearken to any Terms of Accommodation. 

This the Emperor was forc’d fhamefully to con- A p?tce 
Ufcend to by a Company of Flatterers who terri-"”*"^' 
ify’d him with the Name of Procopius , as if he hear¬ 
ing of Julian's Death would take the Advantage of 
the Army under his Command, and fet up forhim- 
ifelf, unlefs Jovian fpeedily return’d to prevent him. 

| Which indeed was no unlikely Prefumption, and was 
therefore more readily liften’d to by the Emperor, 
iwho with great Difficulty prevail’d with the King of 
\Perfia to permit the Inhabitants of Nifibis and Singara 
| to be remov’d into the Roman Territories and 
ifliamefully engag’d himfelf never to afiift Arfaces 
|King of Armenia againft the Pojians, tho’ ylrfaces was 
aChriftian, and a faithful Friend to the Empire. 

By which means Sapor had his Revenge upon Arfa- 
who at che Emperor’s Inftance had wafied Chi- 
MocomuS: , for he took him Priloncr forne time after, 
and th nParthians feiz’d on the greateft Part of Arme¬ 
nia bordering on the Modes , together wich Artaxa- 
1a. The Peace being concluded, Hofhges were 
exchang’d on both Sides, for Performance of Con¬ 
ditions j on the Roman Part, Nevitta , P"i5lor, and 
MeUobaudes ; on the Perfian, Binefes, and three other 
of the Principal among the Nobility. 
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The Conclufion of this Peace, which was to laf 
for thirty Years, was as remarkable a Paflage as anj 
of tbofc Times, and occafion’d various Refle&iou 
upon it, manag’d varioufly according to rhe diffe 
rent Temper of thole Writers who have written ol 
it. All allow it to have been lhameful and ignomi 
nious, forafmuch as the Romans , tho’ they often re' 
ceiv’d notable Defeats, could never be prevail’d with 
to relinquilh any of their Territories before. Some 
fay Jovian ought not to have fubmitted to it j ci¬ 
thers, that he- did well in accepting of it, but wj 
bound to obferve it no longer than ’till he found 
himfelf in a capacity of breaking it. Ammianus faith 
that during the Treaty he might eafily have march¬ 
ed into Corduena, a fertile Country within his own 
Dominions, and diftant but a hundred Miles from 
the Place where the Army lay. If they could have 
made fo fafe a Retreat without a Truce they would 
certainly have done it, and not have hazarded them* 
felves in that dangerous Paflage over the River, an 
Account of which we have in exprefs Words from 
him. Julian , who, to give every one his due, had 
by his obftinate Proceedings made the Retreat necef- 
fary, is condemn’d by him andfeveral other Authors 
for burning his Ships, and thereby cutting off all 
Security of a Retreat into his own Dominions j which 
would not have been, had the Retreat been nowfo 
cafie and poflible as he would have it. The Army) 
as we lhall find hereafter, arriv’d at Nifibis with great 
Toil and Labour after the Conclufion of the Peace, 
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which permitted ’em to return at their Eafe: How 
then mull they have broke thro’ thofe Multitudes 
of Perjians which furrounded ’em on every fide be* 
fore the Conclufion of the Treaty? And yet did they 
not appear half fo terrible as the Famine. Thefe 
Confiderations feem to make the Truce ncceflary) 

which was the only Means the Emperor had left 

to 
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o preferve the Remainder of the Army: And as he 
p/as forc’d to conclude it for the Safety of his Men, 
o was he oblig’d by his own Honour after it was 
included to obferve it, and not have made an ig- 
lominious Breaeh of Faith, and violated the Laws 
jf Nations. He was not acquainted with that 
Maxim fo prevalent in our Days with the Moft 
Chrillian Princes, That no Treaties, how folemnly 
[oever enter’d into and religioufly ratify’d, ought to 
|>e in Force,when they grow difadvantageous in the 
Dbfervance, and are a Curb to any afpiring ambi¬ 
tious Defigns. 

i The Peace being confirm’d on both Sides, the 
!Romans pafs’d the River, and came by long Marches 
to Hatra^ an old Town in the Middle of the De¬ 
fart: Here being inform’d that they were to march 
for Seventy Miles together through a dry barren 
Country, where no Water was to be had but fuch 
las was fait or flunk, nor any thing to feed on but 
[bitter unwholefome Herbs, the Emperor took care 
jto provide the Army with fweet Water, and order’d 
fome Camels be kill’d, to make the beft Provifi- 
on they could. Which being done, they profecuted 
their Retreat, and after a tirefome dangerous March 
of Six Days they arriv’d at (7r, a Perfian Fortrefs, 
wher eCaJJiams Governourof Mefopotamia, and Mau¬ 
ritius a Tribune, who had been fent before for that 
Purpofe, met ’em with fuch Provifions as the Fru¬ 
gality of the Army commanded by Procopius and 
Sebajtian had been able to fpare ’em. From hence 
the Emperor difpatch’d fome, in whom he could moft 
confide, into the Weft,there to improve and ftrength- 
en his Intereft the beft they could, fending fccret 
Commiflions by ’em, by virtue of which he remov’d 
fome whom he had Rcal'on to lulpeft, and fubllitu- 
ted others in thtfir Places, who lie judg’d would be 
more faithful to him. He order’d theic his Agents 

to 
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to report every thing to the beft Advantage, ti 
found how the Generality of the People approv’i 
of his Advancement, and in what degree they ftooi 
affedted to him; after which they were fpeedilyti 
return with the beft Intelligence they could get 
that the Emperor might take fuch Meafures in hi 
Council, as fhould be judg’d moft proper for hi 
Service. Tho’ thefe MefTengers fet forward wit! 
all Expedition, Fame had got the ftart of’em, anc 
had alarm’d the Provinces with a melancholy Ac 
count of the Perjian Affairs j efpecially they at jVi 
ftbis receiv’d it with the greateft Confufion, wher 
they were inform’d their City was to be furrender'd 
up to Sapor , from whom they could expedt no Mer¬ 
cy, having fir often withftood him with fo mucli 
Refolution, and deftroy’d fo many of his Men. 

fn the mean t ime the Army was again in want ol 
all manner of Provtfions, which was once morefup- 
ply’d with the Plefh of the Carriage-Beafts, the 
only Means left to fave that of one another, with 
fo much Fury did the Famine rage among ’em. At 
iThiifaphata , Procipius and the general Officers of his 
Army came to wait upon the Emperor, who receiv’d 
’em very gracioufl.. From thence they march’d on 
to Niftbis , in fight of which, when they were arriv’d, 
they pitch’d their Tents without the City. The 
Emperor, tho’ carneftly importun’d by the Inhabi¬ 
tants to lodge in the Palace, as his PredecdTors 
ufed to do, refus’d it with great Obftinacy, out of 
Shame to fuffir a City fo ftrong and impregnable to 
be deliver’d up to an enrag’d Enemy, whilft he was 
refiding in it. The next Day Einefcs , according to 
his Mafter’s Order*, and in purfuance of the Con¬ 
ditions of Pi ace, demanded the City to be deliver’d 
up to him, and accordingly enter’d by the Emp-- 
tor’s Pcrmiffinn, and took Pofieffion of it in the 
King of Pcrfia s Name. He had no fooner feiz’don 
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he Place, but by a Signal from the Caflle he com- 
nanded the Citizens to quit their Habitations who 
n a mod paffionate manner earncftly befought the 
,[Operor not to be forc’d into Foreign Parts, but 
iave Liberty to defend the Place of their Nativity, 
hich they undertook to do without putting the 
ublick to any Charge in their Affiltance, affirming 
hey were well acquainted with the Fatigues of a 
iege, and knew howto with Hand the enrag’d Per- 
But all this was to no purpofe, the Emperor 
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infilling Hill upon his Promife, and how perjur’d 
ie mult be if he broke it. 

Hereupon Sabinus , an eminent Man in the Town, 
d boldly, ‘that Conftantius, in the whole Courfe of 
Wars againfl the Perfians, tho' once driven to fucb 


’(at Straits in his Flighty 


fatisfii 


own. 


Crufl of Bread , which he had begg'd from an 
Woman , yet to his dying Day would not faffer a. 
t of his territories to be alienated $ but Jovian, be- 
be was fcarce faluted Emperor , tore from the Em- 
the very Bulwark of his Provinces , which had In¬ 
to been protected by the vigorous Oppofition of this 
But when all was to no purpofe, the Em- 
icror Hill urging theSan&ity of his Oath, and they 
ad prefented him with a Crown, which after much 
ntreaty he was prevail’d upon to accept of, one 
fylvanus an Advocate with great Confidence cry’d 
t, So, O Emperor t may'Jl thou be crown'd by the refl 
the Cities. 

This lb highly incens’d him,that he ftriflly com- 
anded the Town to be evacuated within threeDays, 
i'ld order’d a Party of Soldiers to drive ’em out, 
ho threaten’d thole that were the moil unwilling 
o kill ’em if they loiter’d. The Sun never beheld 
more melancholy Sight than was then at Nifibis , 
; vcry Corner of the City was fill’d with Groans 
md Lamentations, in which all dges and Conditions 
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join’d; the Walls and Streets were crowded witl 

miferable Multitudes, that wept and exclaim’d as i 

they were then to be deliver’d into the Hands o 

Death, and were all to be Executioners to each o 

ther; the helplefs Women embrac’d the Doors am 

Polls of the Houfes at their Farewel, with as mucli 

real Paffion, as if they were going to be torn frou 

what was dearefl to ’em, their Husbands or thei 

Children, who flood by and help’d to fill up thai 

meafure of Grief in which they had fo large a lharej 

whilft the Men, who at the Expence of their Live 

had fo often defended the Walls, and repell’d thi 

Enemy, curs’d a Peace, that was now depriving ’em 

of that which their Valour had made good againl 

the moft violent Attacks of a bloody and obftinati 

War. The Roads were fill’d with thefc defolato 

Exiles, loaden with what they could moft convent 

ently bear away themfelves, but being expell’d it 

hafte, and for want of the Convenience of Carrifr 

ges, they left feveral Things more in Quantity, aw 

of greater Value behind ’em. The greateft Part d 

’em in this forlorn Condition were conduced to 

jimidciy the Suburbs of which City were given ’em 

by the Emperor to inhabit; the reft were difpen’d 

into other Parts, where fuch Care as the Neceflitj 

of the Pubiick Affairs would admit of, was takei 
for ’em. 

After this Procopius was fent to attend Julid 
Corps to 7 arfusy in the Suburbs of which City hi 
was bury’d, according to the Orders he had giver 
in his Life-time. After the Funeral Ccremonid 
were over, Procopius privately withdrew from 
fa > and tho’ diligent Enquiry was made in all Part 
for him, he could never l?e heard of, ’till heap 
pear’d publickly at Conftantinopie a long time after 
where he aflutn’d the Imperial Purple, as fh*dl br 
fiievvn in its proper Place. 

Fron 
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I hap. I. XLIV. Jovian. 

From Niftbii the Emperor went dire£fcly to Anti- 
i t where feveral Prodigies are (aid to appear, de- Ammian. 
ancing the Wrath of Heav’n, which halten’d Jo¬ 
in's Departure from thence, fo that hefpar’d nei- 
er Man nor Bead ’tiH he arriv’d at Tarfus in Cili- 
i at which Place the Meffengers he had before 
'patch’d into the Weft met him, and were fome 
’em fent back with frefti Inftrudfcions, for the 
tter Settlement of Affairs in thofe Pans. From 
rfus he proceeded on to Ancyra, where in as fo¬ 
rm a manner as the Time would permit, he enter’d 
;othe ConftiUhip, afluming for Collcgue his Son A. D. 
irmiatty a very Infant, who by his crying and 3^4- 
uggling, not fuffering himfelf to be carry’d in 
e Confular Chair, as Cuftom requir’d, feem’d to 
rtend what happen’d in a very ihort time after : 

>r proceeding on towards Conftantinople he arriv’d 
Badaftam , a Town fituate upon the Borders of 
tbynia and Galatia , where he was found dead inJonWw. 
he Night. His Death gave occafion to many Con- 
e&urej} fome fay he was ftifted by the Dampnefs 
•f his Chamber, which had been newly plaifter’d j 
pers, that he was choak’d by the Vapours of Char¬ 
coal, plac’d there to dry the Room * and fome im¬ 
puted his fudden Death to a Surfeit. Zonaras faith 
jie was poifon’d with Mufhrooms, and Ammianus 
bimfelf feems to be of Opinion, that he came to a 
violent End, when he compares the manner of his 
Death to that of Scipio JEm'tiiams, who, according 
to Cicero , was murder’d by Night in his Bed. 

He is (aid in many things to have imitated Con- H,! ch *- 
hntius j for he ufually difpatch’d Bufinefs after r * ci ‘ r ‘ 
Dinner, and lov’d to difeourfe merrily with thofe 
'bout him. He was a great Friend to theChriftian 
Religion, protc&ing the Chriftians from the Ma- 
lic c of the Heathens, and defending the Orthodox 
Believers againft the Arlan Hcrcticks i tho’ he often 

H z declar’d 
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declar’d he hated all Difputes, and had a great E- 
fteem for thofe who promoted an Union in thi 
Church. He had fo great a Veneration for Ath 
mfm , that he defir’d him to fend him a Form ol 
Faith, which as a Rule might preferve him from 
falling into Error: Whereupon Athanafius fummon'd 
a Synod at Alexandria , where they unanimouflj 
agreed upon a Creed, conformable to that of Nm 
to which they all fubferib’d, and tranfmitted ittc 
the Emperor. He was fometimes magnificent, to 
lerably well learn’d, affable and courteous. By till 
few Officers he preferr’d during his fhort Reign 
wc may judge how careful he would have been it 
his Promotions, had he liv’d longer. The unluck] 
Peace he made with the Perfians, is the onlylnftanci 
the Writers of that Age have given us of his Cowar 
dice or Imprudence, in other Refpefts he behav’t 
himfelf like a Man of Courage and Experience. Hi 
was a great Eater, and given much to Wine am 
Women, which Faults Ammianus thinks the Sent 
of his high Condition would in time have corre&ed 
His Father is faid to have forefeen in a Dream hi 
Son’s future Advancement, which he difcover’dti 
two of his intimate Friends; adding, that he himfel 
fhould in time attain the Honour of the Confute 
In this laft he was deceiv’d, for he heard indeed o 
his Son’s exalted Fortune, but never liv’d to fee hin 
afterwards, or enjoy the Honour the Emperor ha 
defign’d him, which was therefore transferr’d to hi 
Grandfon Fcrronianm , as we obferv’d before. $ 
•vian dy’d on the 17th of February , in the 3 3d Yea 
of his Age, after he had reign’d (even Months an 
twenty Days, A. D. 364. 

Vaifnti- XVf. The Body of the deceas’d Emperor bain 

K1A, ‘ - prepar’d with the accuftom’d Rites, was in a folcm 

manner convey’d to Conflantinopk , there to be a 

ten' 
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terr’d with his Predeceffors. His Reign had been 
fo very fliort, and confcquently his Subjects fo lit¬ 
tle acquainted either with his Virtues or Vices, 
that they had no reafon to lament much, or rejoice 
at his Death. The Army fome time after diflodg’d 
from Badaflana , and proceeded to Nice , the Me¬ 
tropolis of Bithynia , where all the Officers, both 
Civil and Military, enter’d into a ferious Debate a- 
bout the Election of a new Prince, fome of ’em not 
defpairing of that high Dignity themfelves. The 
firlt that was whifper’d, rather than nam’d, was 
Equitius a Tribune, but he being of a furly ruftick 
Temper was immediately reje&ed. Then was Ja- 
mrius , a Relation of Jovian's , propos’d by a few, 
but they who difapprov’d of the Ele&ion had a 
ready Reafon for it, for he being then Commander 
in Illyricum was too far off. At length Vakntinian, Vaienri- 
a Tribune in the Army, was by univerfal Confent^” c ^ en 
chofen Emperor j he was at that time at Ancyra , mpercr ' 
where he had been left with Orders to follow Jo¬ 
vian. Immediately upon the Ele&ion Meffengers 
were difpatch’d away for him, but being at fuch a 
diftance there was an Inter-regnum for ten Days to¬ 
gether. However Equitius and Leo had Orders from 
the reft of the Officers to take care of his Intereft 
'till his Arrival, and prevent any Innovations in the 
Army. Valentinian was born at Cibale in Pannonia ; 
his Father was Sirnam’d Funaciics , for that five 
Soldiers together were not able to wreft a Rope 
from him, which he held in his Hand. He arriv’d 
at Nice fo foon as he was inform’d of his Advance¬ 
ment, but would not appear abroad the Day after 
his Arrival, becaufe it was the BiJJ'extile , a Day for 
the moll part unlucky to the Romans^ and therefore 
they generally declin’d entring on any great Bufi- 
nels upon it. Towards the livening Orders were 

H 3 given, 
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given, by the Advice of SaUufl the Prasfeft, thal 
no Perfon whatfoever of the firlt Rank, or wh< 
was fufpe&ed to aim at the Empire, mould 01 
Pain of Death be feen abroad the next Morning; 
but as foon as it was Light the whole Army wai 
drawn up together, and Valentinian adorn’d wit} 
the Imperial Robes, and faluted Jugufius, afccnd 
ed the Tribunal, from whence as he was going tt 
addrefs himfelf in a Speech to the Army, ant 
flretch’d forth his Hand the better to gain thcii 
Attention, the ordinary Soldiers requir’d him it 
feditious Murmurs to chufe a Collegue. Thi 
at firft was thought to have been done at the In 
legation of fome who had been defeated in theii 
Pretenfions to the Empire j but the Noife conti 
nuing. and the Soldiers appearing more bold ant 
violent, there was great reafon to apprehend an u 
niverfal Tumult \ which Valentinian having greate 
Motives than any elfe to fear, and if poffible t< 
prevent, with Looks full of Authority, he agaii 
extended his Hand, boldly reprov’d thofe whi 
appear’d the moft forward and feditious, and thti 
without any Interruption deliver’d himfelf in theii 
speech T erms to the Army. Seme Days fince it was inyou 

to the Army. p owcr f 0 c hufe r lXj p jom y ou thought fit to be your Etnft 

ror , but fince your Knowledge of me, and my Method i 
Life has encouraged you to raife me up to that high Di[ 
ni'ty , I rnu.fi tell you, you have pafs'd that Power cit 
of your own Hands nor are yon to preferibe Laws t 
your Soveraign: ’Tis now my Bufinefis to Command , are 
your Duty to Obey. I know as well as you, that th 
State of affairs, and the Condition of the Empire rt 
quires an f (fociate, whom, as foon as 1 find it content 
ent, I intend to chufe and nominate. In the mean tim 
you may ex pc hi to find me a tender and careful PSriti 
css J fall expehl from you all Offices of Submijfion ant. 
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Obedience ; coin* therefore , and receive the Donative^ 

■•which Ctifiom And my hove towards you has made your 
Dm. 

By this refo'ute Speech Valentinian gain’d his 
Ends upon the whole Army, not one among ’em 
dar’d appearTo hardy as to oppofe a Man who Teem’d 
Born to Command } with a general Acclamation 
they faluted him j iugufius , and condu&ed him in 
Royal Pomp to the Imperial Palace, where he fum- 
tnon’d together the General Officers, refolding to be 
guided by fuch Councils as appear’d moft beneficial 
to the Empire, and not to be influenc’d by fuch as 
were more agreeable to himfelf. When they were 
all met, he ask’d ’em whom they thought fitteft to 
be his Aflociate in the Empire. After a general Si¬ 
lence for fome time, Dagalaiphus boldly anfwer’d. 

If Sir , you are partial to your own Family , you will 
make Choice of your Brother i but if you have any Re¬ 
gard to the Publick Good , you will fix on fome other. 
Falentinian was inwardly nettled at the Liberty of 
his Speech, however he conceal’d his Refentments, 
and fet out for Nicomedia , which he enter’d on the 
firft of March from thence he remov’d to Conflan- 
tinople , where refle&ing on the Weight of his Af¬ 
fairs, and how unable he was to fullain fo vaft a 
Burden without an Affiftant, he refolv’d no longer 
to defer it > fo on the firft of March , without any 
Oppofition, he declar’d his Brother Valens duguflus^ stakes bit 
who was receiv’d as fuch with an univerlal Appro- 
bation. Some time after this both Emperors were 
feiz’d with a violent Fcaver, which according to 
do; mi anus made ’em apprehend fome foul Play, as 
if they had been bewitch’d by Julian's Friends} but 
upon a diligent Enquiry the thing came to nothing, 
or they could not difeover the leaft Grounds for 
fuch a Sufpicion. 

H 4 


They 





They were fcarce recover’d before the whol 
Empire was in a manner alarm’d with a general In 
va(ion from the barbarous Nations ; the German 
were in a cruel manner wafting Gaul and Rhcetk 
the Sarmata: and [uadi, Pannonia the Pitts, Scot 
and Saxons miferably infefted Britain ; the Mm 
grew more outragious in Africk than ever, and th 
Goths as cruelly behav’d themfelves in "Thrace ; no 
could the late Peace reftrain the King of Perjk 
who again laid Claim to Armenia, pretending th 
Truce was made with "Jovian , whofe Death unboum 
his Hands, and left him at Liberty to recover wha 
he faid had formerly been wrefted from his Prede 
ceflbrs. 


The two Emperors continu'd thirty Days a 
Conftantimple, where they provided for the bette 
victualling that City and Rome, by regulating th 
Officers who had the Management of the publicl 
Corn. From whence,when the Winter was over,the; 
pafs’d through Thrace to Naiffas , in the Suburb 
of which, diftant three Miles from the City, am 
call’d Mcdiana, being upon the point of feparating 
they made a Partition of their Officers. Falcnti 
nian made choice of Jovimis and Dagalaiphus. Vi 
cl or, Arintheus and Seroniams were, to attend V& 
lens in the Eaft, and at Sirmium thev parted, Fit 
lentinian for Milan , and Valcns for Conflantinoplc 
upon their Arrival at which Cities they both tool 
the Coufular Ornaments. All this Year the Em 
pirc was grievoufly burden’d and infultcd. Thi 
German Ambafliidors, fent as the Cuftom was one 
a Year to Court, were roughly treated by Urfatius 
who by his Office was to receive and anfwer ill 
Ambafladors, and being an obftinatc angry Man 
Pent them back with Icis Prcfcnts than were ufuall) 
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Ufage of their Ambafladors, in great Rage took 
Arms, and broke through the Borders. At the 
fame time, or not much after, Procopius began to 
jet up for himfclf in the Eaft of all which Va- 
lentinian was inform’d, as he was travelling towards 
Paris , about the Beginning of November. Daga- 
Uiphus was fent with a powerful Army againft the 
Germans , who after they had done what Mifchief 
they could, retreated, not waiting for Dagalaiphus 
his Arrival. The Rebellion of Prosopius was of a 
more difficult Nature, whom Valentinian was wil¬ 
ling, if poffible, to crufh in the Beginning, but 
knew not whether his Brother was alive, or Pro- 
capias had affum’d the Imperial Title upon his 
Death j fo lame was the Account Emitius fent him 


Procopiu 

fets up for 
himfelf. 


c 


of this Matter, 


who had receiv’d his Information 


from one Anthony , commanding in the Mid-land 
Dacia. He had a Mind to march into Illyricum with 
all Expedition, and prevent the Ufurper, if he had 
any DeGgns upon Pannonia for he well remember’d 
with what fpeed Julian over-ran all thofe Parts, 
when he had declar’d himfelf againft Confantius y 
and ufurp’d the Imperial Title, and how ferviceablc 
his extraordinary and unexpected Diligence prov’d 
to him: But his Friends about him difluaded him 


all diey could from thac Resolution j they remon- 
ftrated to him, How by leaving the IVejl , Gaul 
would unavoidably be expos'd to the Inroads oj 
doc Barbarians-, in this they were ndifled by De¬ 
puties from the Cities who earneftly befought him 
'cot to forfakc 'em in fo great an Extremity , but 
owe the Germans by his Prefence , and refrain 'em 
h the Terror of his Name. Thcfc Arguments 
made him change his Mind, and prevail’d upon him 
to comply with their Requcfts. He conGder’d 
Procopius was an Enemy to no more than himfelf 
and his Brother, whereas the Germans were de¬ 


clar’d 




clar’d Enemies to the whole Roman Empire. H 
refolv’d therefore not to ftir ont of Gaul, but wet 


and refided at Rheims ; where taking the Affairs < 
Africk into Confederation, and to prevent any fu<j 
den Attempt that might be made upon thofe Pam 
he fent away Neotherm and others, whofe Care i 


was to keep all quiet there. 

In the mean time Procopius was very bufie 5 
Cmfiantinople, where his Affairs feem’d to be in 


tolerable Condition. He was bom of a great Fa 
mily in Cilicia, where he had been educated an 
being nearly related to Julian, he from his Youtl 
met with more than common Efteem. He was 


Man of few Words, for the moft part very clof 
and refcrv’d; tho’ he had been bred a Heathen 


yet in Conftantius his Time he was firft made 
Notary , after that a tribune in refpeft to his Inte 
/ grity, being reputed a good Moral Man. Whei 
Julian came to be Emperor he was preferr’d ti 
higher Digniries, and gave fome, who more nar 
rowly enquir’d into him, occafionto think he wouli 
be ready, if ever it came into his Power, to difturl 
the Publick Peace. Being fent to attend Julian' 
Corps to farfus, as we obferv’d before, he private 
}y withdrew from thence for fear of Jovian, whof 
Jealoufie he had great Reafon to fufped, for that i 
was whifper’d abroad that Julian had nam’d hin 
for his Succefior at his Death} and he knew tha 
Jovian had upon his Advancement put one of hi 
own Name to Death, for no other reafon but be 
caufe a few Soldiers had propos’d him as worth; 
the Empire. For a long time he led a melanchol; 
Life in folitary remote Places, with great Care al 
voiding the Indullry of thofe whom Jovian hat 
fent to enquire ftridfly after him, without Com 
pnny or Suftenance labouring under the utmoft Penu 
ry 5 but grown weary of fo defolate a Condition 
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Jic Hole fecretly into the Parts adjacent to Chalce- 
ion, and concealing himfelf in the Houfe of S'tra- 
tegius, a truily Friend, he -went oft to Conftanti- 
tiople, where his mean Habit and meagre Counte¬ 
nance made him unknown to the moft curious Eye. 

Here, like a cunning Spy, he enquir’d diligently 
after News, and was well pleas’d to hear how the 
People generally complain’d of Valens for Injuftice Valens m 
and Oppreflion, to which he was continually promp-™ 
ted by his Father-in-Law Petronius, a Man deform’d ™' th , the 
both in Body and Mind, fo Cruel, Covetous and ^ 
Inexorable, that like a Wild Beaft he rag’d equal¬ 
ly againft the Innocent and the Guilty. Thefe his 
violent Proceedings, by which he had ruin’d many 
Perfons of all Sorts, in his fevere Inquifitions after 
Debts that had been owing to the Publiclc ever 
fince the Reign of Aurelian , created a general 
Diflike to the prefent Government, and a Defire of \ 
a Change, which highly pleas’d Procopius, who did 
not defpair of improving it one Day to his own 
Advantage. Valens was about this time preparing 
for his Expedition into Syria, the better to oppofe 
the King of Pcrfia, who feem’d to have a Defign 
upon Armenia ; and about the beginning of the 
Spring the Emperor fet forward with a very good 
Army, whofe Abfence feem’d much to contribute 
to Procopius his Ambition, who at length grown 
weary of his private Neceflities, and preferring Death 
to fo forlorn, uncomfortable a Life, rafhly ventur’d 
upon a bold and defperate Undertaking. The Em- 
ptror at his Departure out of Bithynia had detach’d 
a itrong Party of Horfe and Foot from his Army 
to defend Thrace from the Incuvfions of the Goths, 
who he was inform’d defign’d to invade it. Part 
ef this Detachment was in their March quarter’d 
at Conflantinopley and to fome of the Officers Pro- 
Cfijius had the Courage to difeover himfelf and his 

Inten- 
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Intentions, and afccr many. Promifes of mighty Re 
wards they undertook to fecurc all that Party ti 
his Interefti accordingly the next Day they wer 
drawn up at the Jlnafiatian Baths, were Procopi 
us was prefenced to ’em, and appear’d more like) 
Ghoft than one fit for any noble or dangerous Un 
Procopius dertaking. He was cloath’d in an Embroider’; 

t . Coat like a Courtier, having nothing of a Soldie 
about him but a Pike, which he bore in his Righ 
Hand, having thrown a Purple Coat ever his Lef 
Arm, and indeed appear’d like a Player, reprefent 
ing that Dignity he was going to ufurp. In thi 
ridiculous Figure he addrefs’d himfelf in a fawning 
Speech to the Soldiers, and implor’d their Affiftance 
who receiv’d him with Promifes of Proteftioa 
and a Show of Honour, conducing him publicldj 
into the City, where he was neither oppos’d no: 
encourag’d by the Inhabitants, either for that the] 
were fond of a Change, or out of a Deteftatior 
to Pctrsnius his Extortions. Having afeended tht 
Tribunal, he obferv’d a deep Amazement in th< 
Face of the People, which was attended with a: 
extraordinary a Silence ■, this threw him into; 
great Perplexity, for he now thought he was at 
riv’d at the end of his former Wiihes, Death ra- 
ther than fo mifcrable a Life, and therefore ftooc 
Speechlcfs for fomc time. Recovering by degree; 
a little Courage, he made the Multitude a confus’c 
Speech, more agreeable to the Diftraftions of hii 
Mind than the Exigencies of his Affairs, and wai 
anfwcr’d firft by the Applaufc of a few among ’em 
hired for that purpofe, and afterwards by the Ac¬ 
clamations of the reft, who in a tumultuous mannci 
gave him the Title of Emperor. This Ccrcmonj 
being over they hurried him away to the Palace, 
attended by none but the meaner Sort, and moll 
prolligatc of the People. From fo contemptible a 

Beginning 
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Beginning did he by Degrees raife himfelf up to fo 
great a height, as to be able for fome time to main¬ 
tain his Ufurpation, to the no fmall Expence and 
Hazard of the State. Some Days after he was join’d 
by others of the better Sort, invited to it either by 
their own Inclinations, or the Profpedt of great Ad¬ 
vantages. And that no Artifices might be wanting 
to fupport his Defigns, feveral Perfons at the Pro¬ 
curement of Procopius impudently affirm’d they were 
come out of Gaul ; that Valentinian was dead in that 
Province, and the People were generally willing to 
fubmit to the new Prince. The better to colour 
this (mporture, Nebridius , whom Pctronius his In¬ 
trigues had got to be mad cPrafetlus Pretoria in the 
room of Salluft, and Cafariiis , Prarfedh of Confianti- 
noplc , were both imprifon’d; and left Julius , who 
commanded in Thrace , Ihould be able with the For¬ 
ces under him to crufh the Rebellion in its Birth, 
Nebridius was with great Menaces forc’d to write 
to him in Valens his Name to haften to Conflanti- 
noplc, there to affift the Emperor with his Advice 
upon very weighty Affairs*, whither he was no foon- 
ercome, but he was likewife thrown into Prifon. 

Things proceeding thus far according to his Wifhes, 

Procopius began to alter and new model the Officers 
of the Court, fome courting and purchafing at a 
great Expence Employments under this Mock Em¬ 
peror; others, who beheld ’em as no other than 
tnnfitory'Pageants, were compell’d by Force toac- 
cept ’em; and as it is ufual in fuch inteftine Con- 
fufions, fome from the very Dregs of the People 
were advanc’d to Offices of Honour and Profit, 
whilft others of Noble Birth, great Poffeffions, and 
large Endowments, were cither Banifli’d or put to 
Death. 

By thefe Arts Procopius imagin’d he had fettled 
his Affairs upon .1 reafonable Foundation, and began 

10 
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to think of an Army, whereby he might defend thi 
Dignity he had thus happily acquir’d ; and in thi 
he fucceeded according to his Wifh, for all the Troop 
which were defign’d for Thrace readily fwore Alls 
giance to him, and bound themfelves under the k 
vereft Execrations to be firm and faithful; this the] 
did with more Chearfulnefs upon fight of Conjlab 
tins his little Daughter, whom Procopius broughi 
forth in his Arms to ’em, for this reminded ’em oi 
their Affe&ions to that Prince, and Procopius hisRe- 
lation to Julian ; nor were they a little animated 
when they beheld Faujlina^ the Child’s Mother, whe 
dther defignedly, or clfe upon fome other acciden¬ 
tal Occafion, had that Day put on the Imperial Ha¬ 
bit. After this he difpatch’d feveral Perfons to makt 
fure of Illyricuniy who went arm’d with nothing fit 
for fo great an Enterprize, but a groundlefs Impu¬ 
dence, and a few of this new Emperor’s Medals, 
and were therefore feiz’d by ALquitius , who com¬ 
manded in thofe Parts, and tortur’d to Death. Thefe 
Proceedings made JEquitius apprehend the like 
Treatment from the Enemy, if ever he Ihould fall 
into their Hands; whereupon he fortify’d all the 
Northern Paflages, and thereby defeated the Ufur- 
per’s Dcfigns upon Illyricum , wherein he did the 
Emperor a very great Piece of Service. 

Valens upon the firft Account of thefe Commoti¬ 
ons refolv’d to return, and ruin Procopius , ere he was 
able to make too great a Head againlt him; and was 
now in Galatia , where he heard of the Ufurper's 
imexpefted Progrefs; the News of which diltradled 
him to that degree, that in great Gonfternation he 
refelv’d to quit the Imperial Purple, but was pre¬ 
vented by thofe about him, who with powerful 
Arguments encourag’d him to the contrary, and 
perfuaded him to detach two Parties, who were to 
march before, and break into the Camp of the Re* 
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Is. At Mygdus , a Town in Phrygia , ficuate on 
be River Singarius , they met Procopius , who had 
t Nice, and to thofe who before had fworn 
llegiance to him had added fuch a pramifcuous 
umber of Fugitives and Deferters, as were willing 
to try their Fortunes with him; and when both Ar¬ 
es were ready to engage, ftepping boldly forward, 
jas if he was going to challenge one of the adverfe 
Party to a Angle Combat, he took Vital'tanus , one a Party 
of the Officers, by the Hand, accofted him with a fent agxtnjl 
familiar and gentle Salutation in Latin, and whilfl: all Pr,,C 0 P ilJS 
on each Side were in a Sufpence, he mildly upbrai- ff, rt 10 
ded him and his Fellow-Soldiers, for drawing their 


behalf of 




Thief j. againJl 


•who defir'd nothing but to be rejtor'd to the Rights of 
his Royal Progenitors. By this Speech he fo effectu¬ 
ally infinuated himfelf into ’em, that they who 
came arm’d with Refolutions to fight and deftroy 
him, were tnollify’d in a Moment, and vailing their 
Enligns, in token of their Defe&ion, pafs’d over 
to his Party} where with loud Acclamations they 
filmed him Emperor, conducting him with general 
Approbation to the Imperial Paviiionj and affirming, 
astheCuftom was among the Soldiers in thofe Cales, 
that Procopius was invincible. 

This Defection brought a very fcafonable Ac- 
cefllon to the Strength of Procopius , who fent Ru- 
mitalca , a Tribune, and one of the Deferters, with 
Orders to feize on Nice ., which he did wich all Ex¬ 
pedition. Falens detach’d Vadomarius with aftrong 
Party to recover it, whilfl: he went and laid dole 
Siege to Chalccdon , where he met with a very ob» 
ftirtatc Rcfiftance, and beginning to grow in great 
Want of Provifions he was forc’d to decamp; of 
which they in Nice having notice, made a bold Sal¬ 
ly under the ConduCt of Rumitalca, and bearing 

down 
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valens in down all before ’em had certainly furpriz’d the Em- 

Danger. p ero ,- 5 had he not upon timely Notice of their De> 

fign fav’d himfelf by the Lake of Sunorn , and thi 
Windings of the River Gallio. By this means a[ 
Bithynia fell into the Hands of Procopius , and Vain, 
remov’d with all Expedition to Jlncyra , where hi 
was inform’d that Lupicinus was marching with cotv 
fiderable Forces out of the Eaft to his Affiftance 
Upon this Encouragement he fent Arinlheus , an ex. 
perienc’d Commander, againft the Rebels; who pro 
cceded as far as Dadafiana before he met with anj 
Refiftance, but was there oppos’d by one Hyfen 
chius , with whom as a defpicable Fellow difdaininf 
to fight, he fent Orders to his own Men to lay hok 
on their Leader and bind him, which they did ac 
cordingly. In the mean time Procopius had laid Siegi 
to Cyztcus , in which the Treafure, brought former 
]y out of Nkomedia to pay the Army that had fer 
ved in the Eaft, was at prefc'nt lodg’d ; uponwhicl 
account the Ufurper had great Reafon to have at 
Eye upon that City, by which, if he could take it 
he might join the Hellefpont to Bithynia. Serom 
ms was then in the Town, and made the belt De 
fence he could. He chain’d up the Haven, and li 
kept out the Enemies Ships, and very much gall’t 
the Aflailants from the Walls. This Refolutionii 
the Defendants was a very great Obftacle to Prmfl 
ns his Proceedings, and he had rais’d the Siege bit 
for the couragious Attempt of one yJlifo a Tribune 
who with much Danger and an undaunted Rcfolu 
tion contriv’d a way to cut the Chain; in Conft 
deration of which bold Exploit he had afterward 
his Pardon, and was continu’d in his Employment 
tho’ they proceeded with great Severity againft th 
reft of the Rebels. Procopius being by this Meat 
become Mafter of Cyzicus , pardon’d all the Befieg’ 1 
except Seronianus , whom he fent bound to Nut 

will 
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with Orders that he ihould be kept in fafe Cufto- 
dy. 

Hitherto he had behav’d himfelf with much Mo¬ 
deration and Humanity : He had lately narrowly 
efcap’d a Party fent out by Valens to entrap him, 
and with much Diligence fav’d himfelf and his Wife 
in a Ship prepar’d for the purpofe, againft any fini* 
fter Accidents, or unexpected Attempts. But puf¬ 
fed up now with the glorious Progrefs of his Af¬ 
fairs,. he began to grow proud and tyrannical, and 
not regarding the Viciflitude of Fortune, he com¬ 
manded Arbetio' s Houfe full of Moveables of an 
ineftimable Value to be rifled. He had hitherto 
j(par’d it in confidence of Arbetio' s Friendship, but 
(when he found that upon repeated Meflages he had 
jpretended Sicknels, and the Inconveniences of old 
Age, and for that Reafon declin’d waiting upon him, 
he gave him this unfeafonable Proof of his Indigna¬ 
tion. He could not but think this improvident 
would draw great Inconveniences upon him, how* 
ever he pleas’d himfelf with the Thoughts of being 
able to pafs into the Eaft at hisPleafure, where the 
Provinces grew weary of the prefent Government, 
and were defirous of a Change ) upon which Ac¬ 
count he attempted to draw the Cities of Afia over 
to his Party, and liften’d diligently to thofe who 
propos’d to him the readieft ways to raife Money, 
whereby he might be the better able to raife Re* 
cruits upon occafion, and fupply his Army, 
f The Year following, in which Gratian, the Son A. D, 
of Valentinian , and Dagalaipbus were Confuls, Va* 3(5(5, 
iw having join’d Lupicinus , march’d with a ftrong 
'Army to Pcffinus , a Town belonging to Galatia , 
which lie reinforc’d, and proceeded into Lycia with 
5 Dcfign to furprize Goamarius, who lay little ex- 
pefting him. Valens found by Experience the ad* 
tofc Party were much animated againft him by 

I Fau > 
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Fauftina, Confiantiush Widow, and her little Daugh 
ter Conftantina , who by Procopius his Order wet 
expos’d to the Army, the better to encourage ’et 
to fight for fo tender a Branch of that Imperij 
Stock, to which he himfelf pleaded a Relation' 
Right. To obviate thcfe Artifices, the Empero 
prevail’d with Arbctioy who was now retir’d to 
private Life, to come to him, hoping by the Pre 
fence and Intereft of one of Conjlantine' s Comman 
ders, the Soldiers Minds would be mollify’d ; hi 
was not deceiv’d in his Conje&ures, for Arbetio be 
ing provok’d at Procopius his late Proceedings again! 
him, came as foon as fentfor, and being reverenc'i 
by all for his Age and Dignity, he eafily perfuade 
’em to their Duty. He told ’em, Procopius m 
no better than a High™ay-man •> but call'd thofe id 
had been feduc'd by him , his Sons and Fellow-Spldin•. 
who had formerly drawn their Swords with Honm 
in Defence of the Empire , and Vindication of the Lt 
gal Authority , though they were now mi fled by 
defperate Rebel , whom he advis'd them to quit , an 
refign up to the Punifiment his Ufurpation had It 
ferv'd. This wrought fo effedfually, that Goamu 
tins , whom, with Agilo, Procopius had advanc' 
to the chiefeft Command in the Army, furrendcr' 
himfelf at Thyatirci in Lydia , as did likewife Ap 
at Nacolia in Phrygia , whither the Emperor w 
advanc’d to give the Rebels Battel. Here mo 
of the Army follow’d the Example of their Gem 
ral, and went over to Valens j at which unexpc&e 
Accident Procopius was fo amaz’d, that he forfoo 
his Horle and fled into the adjoining Woods, whi 
ther he was attended by Florentius and Barchalh 
a Tribune, who having been acquainted with hit 
ever fince the Days of Con/lantius, had follow’d hit 
out of Necefiity rather than good Will. Then 
having fpenc the greateft part of the Night in di 

itrafle 
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ftra&ed Thoughts and doubtful Apprehenfions, ’till 
the Moon began to fhine fo bright upon ’em that 
they were in fear of a Difcovery, and then they 
feiz’d on the deje&ed Procopius , and led him bound r>r °c'opius 
to the Emperor, who immediately commanded 
Head to be (truck off, and Florentine and Barchalbas ' ^ ‘‘ 
to be put to Death, contrary (in Ammianus his O- 
pinionj tenhe Rules of Juftice and Realon : If they 
had betray’d a lawful Prince, Death had been no 
more than what their Tieafon had deferv’d } but if 
he was a Rebel and Uiurper, they might reafonably 
have expe&ed another fort of Reward for their fea- 
Ibnable Service. However this was the End of 
Procopius his Ufurparion, who fuffer’d Death in thb 
fortieth Year and tenth Month of his Age. He was 
aManof no mean Prefence, tho’ he went fometshing 
Hooping, with his Eyes ever fix’d on the Ground, 
which proceeded from his melancholy Temper, not 
much unlike Crajfus , who is reported never to have 
laught but once in his Life. Yet was he always 
averfe to the fhedding of Blood, which, confider- 
ing the Morofenefs of his Temper, is a thing to be 
wonder’d at, faith Ammianus. 

Marcellus, Governor of Nice , and Kitlfman to 
Procopius , hearing of his Death, commanded Sero- 
n'mus in the dead of Night tobeflain, in which he 
luckily provided for theSafecy of a great many Per- 
l'ons} forbeing an ill-natur’d cruel Man, and of great 
Power with Valens, whole Countryman he was, it 
is not unlikely but, had he ouc-liv’d the Defeat of 
Procopius his Party, he would have exafperated the 
Emperor, toomuchof himfelf inclin’d to Revenge, 
and procur’d the Deftruftion of many, as well inno¬ 
cent as guilty. After this Marcellus laz'd onChal- 
cidon, wiierc being a (lilted by a few, whorrf Pover¬ 
ty or Defpair had thru(t into Rebellion, he alTum’d 
the Imperial Robe j but was (hortly after liirpriz’d 
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by a Party of flout Soldiers Tent for that Purpofe, 
who threw him into Prifon, from whence he was 
taken out the next Day, and, together with his Ac¬ 
complices, was tortur’d to Death. Tho’ Seronkrm 
his Death is thought to have abated fomething of 
the Rigour in the Profecutions of the Rebels, yet 
Valens his Valeris proceeded with the utmoft Severity againft 
Severity, thofe who really were, or who were but barely fuf- 

pedted to have been in Procopius his Intereft. His 
Ears lay open to all Complaints and Informations, 
and the lead: Prefumption made him ufe the fufpefted 
Perfon with the greateft Barbarity j fo that this 
which appear’d like a Peace was more cruel, bloody 
and inexorable than the mofl raging War : Death, 
Banilhment, and Confifcation, were the ordinary 
Methods of Proceeding, and no Man that had the 
Misfortune to be accus’d was fo happy to efcapeone 
of thofe three Punifhments, ’till the Emperor by 
degrees grew weary of Blood, and he had fill’d his 
own Coffers and thofe of his Followers. 


Horrible 
Earth¬ 
quakes. 

in ancient Hiftory, that they exceeded the moll 
extravagant Fables. About break of Day, on the 
21 ft of July, a violent Storm of Thunder and 
Lightning arofe, which was attended with fo dread¬ 
ful a Motion of the Earth, that the Sea deferted its 
ancient Bounds, expofing Multitudes of its Inhabi¬ 
tants that were feen flicking on the Mud, and the 
Sun now, firftfince the Creation, beheld the naked 
Bofom of the Deep, fwelling up here into vail 
Mountains, and ftretching forth there into continu'd 
Vallics > which whilft Swarms of People came to 
contemplate, and to behold the Ships that under 
Sail were left as it were on dry Ground, the Sea on 
a fudden, difdaining a Repulfc, return’d with re¬ 
doubled 


During Procopius his Ufurpation there happen’d 
fuch horrible Earthquakes throughout the World, 
the like of which are fo far from being met with 
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doubled Fury, and bounding over its former Li¬ 
mits, broke with irrefiftablc Rage over Iflands into 
the Continent, where it bore down all before it, 
private Habitations, publick Buildings, Men and 
Beads. No lels than fifty thoufand arc faid to have 
perifh’d upon this Occafion, great Multitudes of 
Ships were found ftranded after the Recefs of the 
Waters, and fome by the Violence of the Winds 
had been born up on the Tops ofHoufes, as it hap¬ 
pen’d at Alexandria, and fome at two Miles diftant 
from the Shore, as Ammianus faith he fawone him- 
felf near Methone , a Town in Laccnia. Thefe Pro¬ 
digies he feems to relate as if they portended Pro¬ 
copius his Rebellion, tho’ they ought rather to be 
confider’d as Introductions to that fatal Inundation 
of the Northern Nations, which happen’d not long 
after, and the total Ruin of the Weftern Provinces, 
which follow’d thereupon. 

During thefe Tranfa&ions in the Eaft, the Ger-am Tnu. 
mans having recover’d their Strength, which had bles m 
been fo much impair’d under the Conduct of Juli- 
an, began again to give the Empire fome Trouble, 
and renew’d their Incurfions into Gaul , piercing in 
themidft of Winter a great way up into theCoun- 
17 i againft whom Charietto and Severianus were 
firft difpatch’d, who being overthrown and kill’d in 
an obftinate Engagement with the Enemy, Daga- 
hiphus is made Choice of at Paris , where Valenti- 
»i«n then kept his Court, to reilore the Honour of 
the Roman Arms j but he delaying the Expedition, 
and pretending he had not Strength fufficient to re¬ 
train the Barbarians, who in feveral Bodies were 
roving about the Country, and being fcnt for fome 
time after to receive the Confular Ornaments, and 
fltarc that Honour with Grattan , Valentinian's Son, 

Jovinus , Matter of the Horfe, was difpatch’d a- 
way with convenient Forces in his room j he in- 
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forming himfelf of the Condition the Barbarian 
Army was in, and ordering his Marches with great 
Warineis and Circumfpe£lion, fell upon a great 
Party of the Enemy near a Place call’d Scarponm , 
about twelve Miles from Mets , and cut ’em all ofi 
before they were able to arm and put themlelvej 
upon their Guard, without lofing one Man on his 
own fide $ from hence he march’d his Army, ani¬ 
mated with fo good Succefs, in queft of another 
Party, and ufing the fame Care as before, he was 
inform’d by fome Scouts he had fent out for that 
purpofe, that he was not far from the Enemy, who 
lay in a carelefs manner upon the Rank of the Ri¬ 
ver. As he drew near he refrefh’d his Men in an 


adjacent Valley, and then upon a Signal given, they 
broke violently into the Camp of the Barbarians, 
who had neither time to draw themfelves into a 


Body, or take to their Arms, or make the leaftRe- 
fittance, but were all kill’d, bitterly curfing and 
thrcacning the Romans , who were come thus unex- 
peftedly upon ’em. This continued Succefs, with 
which Fortune in Juftice to his Virtue had crown’d 
his Arms, encourag’d him to proceed againft a 
third Party, whom he found in the Catalaunm 
Plains, but in a better manner prepar’d to receive 
him. Here he entrench’d himfelf, and having al¬ 
low’d his Men time for Sleep and Rcfrelhmenr, lie 
drew out his Army early in the Morning, and fo 
difpos’d it, that it made an Appearance of a good 
Body, and feem’d to equal that of the Enemy, tho' 
they far exceeded him in Numbers of Men, but 


not in Courage and Difcipline. Upon a Signal given 
the Fight began, which continu’d all the Day, tho’ 
the Romans had vifibly the Advantage during the 
whole Engagement, ’till Balchobaudes , a Tribune 
of the / Irmatura , a great Bonder, but a downriglu 
Cowasdj ran away Lowards the Evening, and en¬ 
danger'd 
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danger’d the lo(s of the whole Army, which began 
to be in a Confufion •, ’till the General by his extra¬ 
ordinary Diligence encourag’d the Soldiers afrelh, 
who prefs’d with fuch Refoiution upon the Ene¬ 
my, that they kill’d fix thoufand upon the Place, 
and wounded four thoufand, and that with the 
lofs of no more than two hundred on the Roman 
fide, and as many wounded. The Night having 
put an end to the Dilpute, Jovinus appear’d again 
next Morning at the Head of his Troops in the 
Field, but found the Enemy had taken the Ad¬ 
vantage of the Night, and were fled, whom he 
purfu’d as far as he thought he might with Safety} 
but finding they were too far gone to be overtaken 
he return’d to the Camp, where he was inform’d 
that their King, who with a few others had been 
taken by fomc whom Jovinus had fent to plunder 
the Camp, was in his Abfence hang’d at which he 
was fo highly enrag’d, that he had punifli’d the 
commanding Officer with Death, had it not been 
made appear to him that it was done by the un¬ 
governable Rage of the Soldiers, who in the Heat 
of the Service were not to be reftrain’d. Afcer 
this compleat Victory he march’d back to Paris, 
and was met without the City by the Emperor, 
who in refpeft to his eminent Services defign’d 
him Conful for the enfuing Year. The Joy they 
conceiv’d for fo profpcrous a Conclufion of the 
Campaign, was improv’d by the Arrival of Mef- 
fengers from Valens , who about the fime time fent 
his Brother Valentinian the Head of the Ulurper 
Procopius. 

Whilft the Empire was thus afiaulted on all fidcs ,TbeStatcof 
the Church was no lefs diftra<5ted by Herefie and'^ 

Schifm } the Brians had receiv’d (o fraall a Check 
during the fhort Reign of Jovian , who efpous’d 
theOrthodox lncerett, that they (till continu'd their 

I 4 Arti- 
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Artifices, Opprelfions and Cruelties; tho’ Falenti 
plan was an utter Enemy to their abominable Opini 
pns, yet defiring, if poflible, to unite the Minds o 
the People, he chofe rather to connive at than o 
penly oppofe ’em j but Valens , whole Wife Domi 
tia was an Avian , and who had been this Year bap 
tiz’d by the Hands of Eudsxius , Bilhop of Confianti 
nople , the grand Patron of Arianifm, declar’d himfel; 
openly for that Herefic, omitting no Opportune 
ties for its Encouragement and Support, and doing 
all he could to drive thofe Pallors out of the Church, 
who had the Courage to oppofe it, fo that the A 
views govern’d as they pleas’d in the Spiritual Affairs 
throughout the Eaft; nor were they much inferioi 
jrj Power in the Weft, obtaining that by foiceol 
Arms which they could not procure by the Favour 
and Indulgence of the Emperor. 

This Year Liberius, Bilhop of Rome , dy’d, upon 
which enfu’d a fcandalous Sedition in the City, oc- 
cafion’d by the different Parties contending for the 
Succefiion, in which the Panifans of Damafus , who 
had been eletted by the Ariems, difputed it fo warm¬ 
ly with the Catholicks, for whom they were too 
jftrong, that Amntianus (aid no Id's than one hundred 
thirty feven Pnlons were found dead in a Church, 
where they us’d to aftcmblero perform their publick 
Worfhip ; and that Javentius, PrmfciSt of the City, 

finding himfelf unable to quell i he ) umulr, was forc’d 
to retire into the Suburbs. He adds, tk That’tisno 
ec wonder to fee thofe, whoarcambitiousof human 
ec Greatncfs,contending with fo much Heat and Ani- 
lc inoftty for that Dignity,which when they have oh- 
rain’d they arc furc of being enrich’d by theObla- 
Ci tions ofthc People, of appearing in gicar Splendor 
cc abroad, confpicuous in their coftly Coaches, fump- 
d tuous ip their Fealls,out-doing SovcraignPrinccsin 
“ the Expcnccs ofthc Table.For which Rcafon/b^- 
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ixtatus, a Heathen, who was Pnefeft of the City the 
fear following, was in the right when he faid, Make 
n Bijhop of Rome, and I'll be a Cbriftian too. 

Whilft the Roman Arms were bufied, as we ob- 
'erv’d before, in the Weft, Thrace began to be commti 
hreaten’d with new Commotions $ for the Goths°j h ^ cet 
laving aflifted Procopius in his Deftgns upon the 
Empire, and fupply’d him with a good Number of 
Soldiers, Valens thought he had juft Reafon to call 
'em to an Account forfo bold an Affront; and there¬ 
fore firft fent Vittor, Maftcr of the Horfe, to de¬ 
mand of ’em why they who were at Peace , and 
|» League with the Romans, prefum'd to join with 
t Rebel who had rais'd fVar againjl his lawful 
\mtaign. They alledg’d in Excuie, and produc’d 
Procopius his Letters, wherein he affirm’d himfelf the 
Heir of Conflantine's Family, and upon that Grounds 
|iad a Right to the Imperial Title, which he had 
(iflum’d : This , they fa id, ought to excufe their Pro¬ 
's ndings which were influenc'd by what appear'd 
ft them jufl and equitable. Valens , in no manner fa- 
tisfy’d with this frivolous Anfwer, march’d towards 
the latter end of the Spring with a good Army a- 
gainft them, and having mutter’d his Men neat 
Daphne , a Fort built by Conftantine the Great in 
Mcefia Secunda , the better to rcftrain the Inroads ot 
the Goths, he pafs’d ’em over the Ifter by Bridges 
built for that Purpofe, and got fafe on the other 
fide without the leaft Refiftance, where he found 
little to do j for upon the Approach of the Roman 
Army the Goths were all fled into the Neighbour¬ 
ing Mountains of Serri , inacceffible to any but thofe 
who were well acquainted with the Country. But 
that he might be laid to have done fomething in 
the Summer’s Expedition, he fent out Arintheus to 
furprizc fome who were wandring o’er the Plains, 
wd had not yet reach’d their Companions, and f 
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without receiving any harm, or doing tnuchdamagj 
he return’d. The Year following he prepar’d witi 
the fame Application for a fecond Invafion, but wii 
flopp’d in his Expedition by the immoderate O' 
verflowing of the Danube , and forc’d to encamj 
near a Village call’d Carporus , ’till Winter cominj 
on he remov’d to Marcianopolis , where he continu’i 
the reft of the Year. The next Summer he re. 
new’d his Defign, and having laid a Bridge of Boati 
over the River at Novi dunum, he pierc’d far into 
the Country, and fell upon the Gruthungi , a very 
Warlike Nation, and after feveralEncounters forc’l 
jithanaric, their Chief Commander, and a Bran 
Soldier, to fly; after which Exploits he return’! 
again to Winter in Marcianopolis, where fome Over¬ 
tures were made of a Peace, which both Sid« 
feem’d inclinable to liften to. By Reafon of the 
Prince’s Abfence the Eaft was expos’d to great 
Danger, and the Barbarians, who us’d to drivel 
great Trade with the Subjefts of the Empire, be¬ 
gan to be in great Diftrefs from fo long an Inter¬ 
ruption, fo that they fent their Ambafladors fuffici- 
ently inftruCted to offer their Propofals for a Peace; 
And the Emperor, who as yet had a regard tojii- 
ftice, and ftudy’d the Welfare of his Subjects,tho 1 
he was afterwards mif-led by his grofs Flatterers, 
and overwhelm’d the Empire in unfpeakable Mil- 
fortunes, gave Ear to the Ambafladors, fo that bf 
immediately fent away FiSior and Arinthaus, who 
finding the Goths to be in good earned, agreed up¬ 
on the Preliminaries, and the Place of Treaty, ji¬ 
thanaric affirm’d his Father had made him fwear 
folemnly never to tread on Roman Ground j an! 
becaufe it was below the Majefty of the Emperot 
to go to him, they met by confent in Boats in the 
i-ure vitlj middle of the River, where the Peace was ratify’dto 

s deliver'd on 
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oth fides* after which Valens return’d to Conftan - 
nople, whither Athanaric likewife fled in the Reign 
{fbeodojius , being driven out of his own Country 
y a Faction rais’d againft him, and was there very 
jagnificently bury’d after the Roman manner. 

All this while the Germans feem’d to be very quiet 
u the Weft, fo that Valentinian was at leifure to 


jok after the Affairs of Britain , where the Pitts Tba Affairs 
nd Scots committed great Outrages, but were by 0 / Bntain - 
lisextraordinary Care and Management reprefs’d for 
heprefent; but as he was returning from Amiens to¬ 
wards friers, the Year following, he was inform’d A. D. 
jhat the Barbarians were again up in Arms, and had 367 . 
educ’d this lfland to a miferable Condition, having 
till’d Nittaridus , and circumvented another Prin¬ 


cipal Commander of the Romans s whereupon Jovi- 
m was fent with great Expedition to reinforce the 
Army in Britain , but receiving ftill worfe News of 
the State of Affairs in this lfland, the Emperor 
made Choice of Theodoftus , a Man of great Expe- Tbeodofi- 
rience and exemplary Courage, who at the Head of^fint thi- 
t gallant Army, both of Horfe and Foot, chear-^"’" 
fully undertook the Service. The Pitts at that 


time were divided into two Nations, the Deucali- 


mii and Vetturiones, befides whom there were the 
dtticotfi and the Scots, who rov’d up and down, 
md committed a great deal of Mifchief. fheodojius 
Embark’d at Bulloign, and landed liifely at Rutupix, 
or Richborough in Kent, where, as foon as he was 
join’d by his whole Army, he inarch’d directly to 
London, call’d London'tum by Ammianus , but after¬ 
wards Augujla , accounted a City of great Anti¬ 
quity in his Days-, and dividing his Forces into 
fcveral Parties, fell upon the Rovers whilit they 
layfeatter’d up and down loadcn with their Booty, 
which together with their Captives he quickly re¬ 
cover’d out of their Hands, reftoring all to the right 

l*ro - 
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Proprietors, except a fmall Portion which he diiiri 
buted among his weary Soldiers. After this he re 
turn’d in a triumphant manner to the City, op 
prefs’d before with great Difficulties, but by hi 
means reftor’d to its ancient Freedom. Here whilf 
in the fecret Satisfa£fcion of its preient Succefs, am 
an Uncertainty of the future, he lay confiderinj 
what further Courle he was beft to take, he tv* 
inform’d by the Prifoncrs and Deferters, that hi! 
Enemies confifted of many Nations fierce and im 
tractable, not to be mafter’d but by Stratagems and 
fudden Onfets. Firft therefore upon Promife of a 
general Pardon he encourag’d thofe, who had for 
faken their Colours, to return; and ftill intent upon 
the better Management of the Affairs in the Ifland, 
he fent for Civilis to govern Britain as Vice-Pre- 
fe£t under him, joining Dulcilius in CommilEon 
with him. Here he continu’d ’till the Year 370 , 
Bis pm- during which time he afted the Part of a hardy 

couragious Soldier, as well as an experienc’d and 
nngement. v ,gii ant Captain. By his great Care and excellent 

Management he laid the Foundations of Peace and 
Security, which continu’d for a long time after, 
reftoring both the Cities and Garrifons, into which 
great Diforders had crept, to as good a Condition 
as they had formerly been in. After he had re¬ 
cover’d a Province the Enemy had over-run, for¬ 
tify’d the Borders, and fettled all things that were 
amifs in the Ifland; he was with much Commen¬ 
dation recall’d to Court, and left his Charge with 
no lefs Honour, than formerly had waited on the 
Induftry and Fortunes of Furius Camillas , or Pa- 
firiv.s Cur for. Tho’ thefe Exploits were the Work 
of (everal Years, I thought fit to touch upon ’em 
once for all, that I might with lefs Interruption 

attend inch Tranfii&ions as more immediately relate 
to the Empire. 


But 
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But to return to Valentinian , who whilft he lay vdentim'- 
Awiens fell dangeroufly ill, infomuch that his m f alls fi ek > 
ife was defpair’d of: Whereupon Rufticus Ja¬ 
ms,* Man of a moll cruel and implacable Nature, 
as at a private Meeting propos’d by fome Gauls for 
is Succeflor } but was for good Reafons oppos’d by 
thers, who were more inclinable to Severus , a Man 
ideed of an auftere furly Temper, but in all Re- 
jefts to be preferr’d before him. In the mean 
ime the Emperor’s unexpected Recovery put an 
pd to the Hopes and Contentions of both Parties; 
fho perhaps not ignorant of what had been tranfaft- 
tig, refolv’d to prevent any further Difputes, and 
'eft his Son Gratian with the Purple, Having pre- 
>ar’d the Minds of the Soldiers to ratifie his Choice, 
ie led Gratian into the Camp, where attended by 
igreat Concourfc of the Nobility, he plac’d his Son 
m his right Hand, and in a fet Speech recommen- 
led him to the Army for their future Emperor. 

The Sight of the Emperor, the Joy for his Reeo* and upm 
rery, the Prefence of the young Prince, under whofe to 
Heign they promis’d themfelves mighty Advanta-^ n ^ es 
?es, eafily perfuaded ’em to concur with the Em-Gratian 
wor in his Requeft; whereupon they receiv’d andAuguftus. 
Proclaim’d Gratian Emperor, giving all poffible De- 
monftrations of their Joy and Satisfattion. 

This great Work being over, the Emperor foon 
lifcover’d the Cruelty of his Nature, which he 
tad hitherto for private Ends with great Care and 
Induftry conceal’d. He commanded Diodes , who 
tad been Comes Largitionum in Illy ri cum, to be 
burnt alive, upon very inconfiderable Crimes ob- 
|tftcd againft him; as he did likewife Diodorus , and 
Itveral others, and that only for flying to the Pro¬ 
ton of the Law, againlt the Opprcllions of a 
great Man in favour. Thefe Executions were done 
J t Milain, where the Chriftians folemniz’d the Me¬ 
mory 
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memory of thofe who fuffer’d, calling the Place whei 
they were bury’d The Innocents. His Fury extend 
ed it felf to the Corporations, many in whom h 
had put to death, had he not been reftrain’d by th 
feafonabie Interpofition of Euphraxius the Quatftoi 
and Florentius the Prsefeft. If any one declin’d th 
Jurifdiftion of a Judge, whofe Malice he had ra 
fon to think would make him partial in his Caufe 
and from whom upon fuch an Account he might ii 
Equity appeal, he certainly remitted the Caufe t( 
the fame Judge, notwichftanding all the Exception 
the Appellant could make: And if any Man w 
found to owe the Pub lick more than it appear’d hi 
was able to pay, Valentinian , according to the Se 
verity of an old Law, which the Gentlenefs of mild 
er Adminiftrations had long fince abrogated, adjudg'f 
him to die. 

GreatTrou- We obferv’d before how much Britain was afflid 
ties in A- ed by the Scots and Pitts, at the fame time Jfriti 
trick. groan’d under the Rage and Cruelty of the Barbs 

rians, having hardly been at eafe ever fince the Bo 
ginning of this Emperor’s Reign, which may wcl 
be imputed to the great want of Difcipline in th( 
Army. One Romanus had been fent to govern ir 
thofe Parts, a Man of fo covetous and infatiablei 
Temper, that he exceeded the very Barbarians ir 
oppreffing and pillaging the Provinces j but hill tool 
care to have a Friend at Court, whoblinded'the Em 
peror with a plausible Reprefentation of Romania lii 
Condu£l:, and kept him in Ignorance of the mi leu 
ble Condition the Country was in. The JJltnm 
a barbarous Nation, had for a long rime harrals'i 
the Province by their frequent Inroads, but eithci 
upon Compulfion or through Fear had late hill for 
fomc time in Jovian's Reign, ’till a little befoi'f hii 
Death they renew’d their Hoftilities, and grew mor< 
outragious than ever, and that upon this Qccalum 
► 
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)ne Stacba their Countryman had been guilty of 
nany abominable Pra&ices within the Roman Pale, 
nd had proceeded fo far as to attempt the betraying 
jf the Province, upon which he was apprehended, 
:onvi£ted, and burnt alive. This fo enrag’d the 
Barbarians, that like wild Beafts they broke out and 
aid all the Country wade before ’em. They had 
jot the Confidence to attempt Leptis a ftrong City, 

i ell fortify’d and inhabited, but continu’d for three 
ays together in the fruitful Country about it, 
ll’d all they met, burnt what they could not bear 
F, and took Sylva Prifoner, who was one of the 
lef Men of the Town, and happen’d to be then 
ith his Family in the Country. The Leptines had 
eat Reafon to be concern’d at this Affront, and 
erefore apply’d themfelves to Rmanus for Re¬ 
efs} but he refus’d to concern himfelf in the 
atter, unlefs they would make very large Previ¬ 
ns for him, and furnifh him with nolefs than 4000 
imels for his Expedition. Thefe Demands were 
a high and exorbitant to be comply’d with by Peo- 
who had been exhaufted by fo many Depreda¬ 
ms } fo that after he had amus’d ’em with a pretend¬ 
ed Negotiation for forty Days together, he left ’em 
to follow other Meafures. They feeing they could 
have no Proteftion from him, difpatch’d away Se- 
writs and Flaccianus to Valentinian , who were to 
give him a true Account of the miferable State of 
their Affairs. Of this when Romarns was inform’d 
he fent a Meffengcr awayPoft to Remigius, his Kinf- 
man and Confident, who was great Steward of the 
Houlhold, defiling him to perfuade the Emperor 
to refer the Bufincfs the Vicar of Jftiok and 
himfelf. When the Meliengers were arriv’d at Court, 
and had prefented their Petition, offering to prove 
the Particulars contain’d in ir, Remiguis manag’d his 

Friend’s Caufc with fo much Cunning, that the Em¬ 
peror 
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peror was at a lofs which to believe} and fo th 
Matter flept for the prefent, as is ufuai in Court 
where there is a hurry of Bufinefs. 

Whilft the People of ‘Tripoli, waited in Expechti 
on of their defir’d Relief, the Barbarians encourag'i 
by thefe finifter Pra&ices came down in great Num 
bers, and wafted all the Territories of Leptis, am 
Oea, a Town fituated between that and Sehrm 
from which three Cities the Province of Tripoli i 
faid to have its Name. They kill'd feveral Officers 
and an infinite number of inferior Rank} Romams 
to whom theCharg° of the Militia was lately tranf 
ferr’d, fitting all thi- while idle and unconcern’r) 
The Noife of thefe De 'aftations at laft reach’d thr 
Emperor’s Ears in Gaul , which he was fo con 
cern’d, that he immediately fent away Pallad'm witf 
Mony to pay the Army their Arrears, and Order 
to bring him a true Information of the State of tin 
Province. In the mean time the Jfturiani , encou¬ 
rag’d by thefe De’ays, continu’d their Incurfions 
raging like ravenous Wolves, whom the Taftc o 
Human Blood had made more thirfty and implaca 
ble. My chon , a fubftantial Citizen, and a Man o 
great Intereft, was furpriz’d near the Town, ant 
endeavouring to make his Efcape he fell into at 
empty Pity, breaking one of his Ribs io the Fall; 
from whence he was taken up by the Barbariansam 
led to the Gates, where he was ranfom’d by his Wife 
and drawn up by a Cord to the Top of the Wall 
but dy’d of his Wound two Days after. This Pri 
vilege of doing what they pleas’d, made the Barba 
jrians more inlolent and prefuming: They attack’i 
LeptisitkM) and continu’d before the Walls foreigb 
Days together j but finding the Inhabitants refolv’t 
to defend the Town, and having fome of their owj 
.Men wounded, they return’d fomeihing difeourag’d 
The Leptines all this while hearing no News ot thci 

forme 
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former MefTengers, and reduc’d to the laft Extre¬ 
mities, fent Jovinus and Pancratms with frefh In* 
flru&ions to the Emperor, whom they were to in¬ 
form of what they had both feen and fuffer’d. Ac 
Carthage thefe MefTengers met with Severus and 
Flacciams , from whom they underftood the Em¬ 
peror’s Will, but however proceeded with great 
Diligence to Court. Severus dy’d at Carthage , but 
Flacciams return’d to give the Leptines an Account 
of his Embaffie, 

By this time Romanics was inform’d of Palladius 
his Approach, and the Sub fiance of his Commiffion, 
and therefore confider’d what Methods were to be 
taken for his own Security. He dealt under-hand 
with the principal Officers of the Army, with whom 
he maintain’d a good Intelligence, to prefent Palla - 
|Hits with the greateft Share of the Money he had 
[brought to pay their Arrears, which they readily 
confented to* and Palladius , being of a mean mer¬ 
cenary Temper, as readily accepted. Being arriv’d 
at Leptis, he receiv'd from EreSlhius and Arijlome - 
ms, two of the chief Men of the Town, the dif- 
mal Complaints of the Inhabitants* by whom he 
was conduced to view the lamentable Condition of 
the Country, and the miferable Havock the Barba¬ 
rians had made. Which when he had diligently fur- 
vey’d he return’d with bitter Exclamations againft 
Romanics, threatning to give the Emperor a full Ac¬ 
count of the Condition to which hefaw the Province 
was reduc’d by his Means. But Romams , pro¬ 
vok’d at his Reproof, and confcioUs of his Mifma- 
nagement, told Palladius he would turn Informer 
too, and let the Emperor know how faithfully he 
haddifeharg’d his Trull, having perverted the great- 
eft Share of the Soldiers Donative to his own pri¬ 
vate Ufc * which put Palladius into fuch a Fright, 
that he agreed with Romams to conceal all from 
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the Emperor ; and accordingly afiur’d him at his 
Return, that the Provincials complain’d withoutany 
Reafon : And being fcnt back a fecond time into 
Africk , he and Romanus tamper’d fo cunningly with 
the Lejitmes, that they deny’d they had given % 
vinus any Commiflion to fay what he did to the 
Emperor j who thereupon order’d EreRhius and/ 
rijlomenes to have their Tongues cut out, and % 
i vinus to be put to Death, and proceeded with the 
like Severity agninft all the red, who had been in. 
duftrious in expofing the Villany of Romanus. % 
vinus was executed at Utica , but EreRhius and Jti 
ftomenes made their Efcape, and lay conceal’d ’till 
after the Death of Valentinian * when the whole 
Intriegue was difeover’d, and the Complotters fuf* 
fer’d as they deferv’d. 

As thefe Commotions in Africk feem’d an Ii> 
fiance of the Declenfion of the Empire, fo did Si- 
/>or, the old King of Perfia, by his Practices in the 
Eall, bid open Defiance to it. He had, fince that 
infamous Peace made with Jovian , been frequently 
tampering with the Nobility of Armenia , trymgby 
fair Promifcs to allure them over to his Party, and 
to force the ordinary fort by Menaces : But being 
now no longer able to conceal his Defigns, he openly 
invaded it ■, and having by abominable Treachery 
got y/rfaces. King of the Country, into his Hands, 
he fir ft put out his Eyes, and then murder’d him at 
a Cattle call’d Agabana : Then driving out Satin- 
maces , whom the Romans had fet over Iberia, he in- 


foiL-ntly puc one Afpacuras in his Place, and in I> 


fiance of the Roman Authority honour’d him with 
a Diadem. Encourag’d by this Succcfs in his ar¬ 
bitrary Proceedings, he committed Armenia to tilt 


Care of C*laces the Eunuch, and Artabams, twoFu- 
gitives whom he had long entertain’d in his Court, 
and at lire fame time gave ’em Orders to take.me 




on 


Chap. I. XLV. Valentin. Valens, Gr.itian. 

raze Artogerajfa , a very ftrong Town, in which the 
Queen lay with her Son, and the Treafure of Ar- 
fiues. They, as they had been commanded, laid 
Siege to the Place j but forafmuch as the Town 
Hood very advantageoufiy, and the Severity of the 
Winter hinder’d the Befiegers from advancing their 
Works, Cylaces and Art a banes upon Promife of a 
fafe Conduct were admitted into the Place, where 
they endeavour’d in high Terms to perfuade the 
Queen to furrendcr, and by a fpeedy Compliance 
make the King of Per ft a her Friend. She in a very 
pathetical manner bewail’d her Husband’s Death, 
and her own Misfortunes, and wrought fo effectu¬ 
ally with her Tears upon thole two Captains, chat 
from Enemies they began firll to pity her Conditi- 
, and then to embrace her Intereftj upon which 
entring into a more fecrec Co'nfultation, it was con¬ 
cluded that the Befieg’d fhould,at a fet Hour in the 
Night, fally out with an unexpected Force upon 
the Enemy, and attack ’em in their Trenches, and 
that Cylaces and Artabanes fhould favour the Attempt. 
Thefe Things being agreed upon, and both Sides 
having folemnly fworn to the Performance of ’em, 
the two Commanders return’d to the Camp, telling 
the Perfians the Befieg’d had defir’d two Days to 
confider of their Propolals. This threw the Befie¬ 
gers into a ftupid Security, fo that in the dead of 
Night, whilft the Guards themfelves were afleep, 
thole from the City came fuddenly upon ’em, and 
fell on ’em with fo much Fury, that they fuffer’d 
lew or none to cfcape. Sapor was fo exafperated at 
this Accident,that he breath’d nothing but Revenge j 
elp cully when he found that Para, the Son of A\- 
fiiccs, whom the Queen, after the late Advantage 
obtain’d over the Perfians , had lent into the Roman 
Territories, was kindly receiv’d by Falens his Or¬ 
der, and appointed to refide at Neocicfana. This 


K z 


Gene- 



7 he Roman Hijlory. Vo!. HI 

Generofrty of the Emperor towards Arfaces his Son 
encourag’d Cylaces and Artabanes to defire his Afli 
fiance againft Sapor , and that he would fend younj 
Para to be their King. For fome time the Empe 
ror deny’d their Requeft, but at length commands 
Perentius , his Governor in thofe Parts, to conduf 
Para into Armenia , where he fuflfer’d him to com 
mand, but without any of the Enfigns of Roya 
Authority ; proceeding thus cautioufly, left Sapor 
who was already highly provok’d, fhould havejuf 
Caufe to objeft to the Romans the Breach of thi 
Peace. 

Sapor , when he was inform’d of what Falens hat 

done, was enrag’d to the higheft Degree, and fel 

violently upon Armenia , which he ravaged, am 

laid all wafte before him, whilft Para , feeing m 

poffibility of Relief, fled with Cylaces and Artabm 

into the ftrong Holds of the Mountains, whicl 

lay between the Roman Borders and Lazica , when 

they lay lurking five Months together, in fpight of al 

the means made ufe of by Sapor to take ’em : Wht 

feeing it to no purpofe to hunt any longer after ’em 

burnt all the Forts and Caftles he had taken eithe 

by Fraud or Force, and fate down with a numerou 

Army before Artogsrajfa , which after fcveral Sallie 

and Attacks he took and deftroy’d, carrying awn; 

the Wife and Treafure of Arfaces. Thcfe Proceed 

ings feem’d to give the Romans a juft Occafion t( 

begin the War, and therefore Aritiihetts was fent wit! 

a, good Army to aflift the Armenians upon all Occa 

fions j which Sapor no fooner underftood, but h 

betook himfclf to his ufual Artifices, in which h 

fcldom mifearry’d. By private Meflengcrs he prof 

far'd Para his Friendfhip and Affiftance, and fecm'i 

to blame the Bafcncfi; of his Spirit, that could fi<l 

fer himfclf to be cheated with the Shadow of 

thority, whiljl Cylaces and Artabanes a (fum'd all d 

foivct 
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Power, and were in effect no other than his Go¬ 
vernors *, by thefe cunning Infinuations he fo far 
impos’d upon the Ignorance of the young Prince 
that he kill’d ’em both, and fent their Heads to Sa¬ 
fer, to let him know how tra&ablc he ihould find 
him for the future. By this means he had una¬ 
voidably got all Armenia into his Hands, had not 
Arintbeus by his timely Approach prevented him ; 
fo that finding himfelf likely to be over-power’d he 
requir’d by his Ambafladors to the Emperor, that, 
according to the Articles of Peace between him and 
Jovian, the Armenians might receive no Afiiftance 
from the Romans. This the Emperor was fo far 
from condefcending to, that he order’d Tercntius 
with twelve Legions to reftore Satiromaces by Force 
to his Principality of Iberia ■, but Afpacuras defir’d 
of Sauromaces, as he drew near with the Roman 
Army to the River Cyrus, that being Kinfmen they 
might govern conjointly, alledging that he could 
neither give up the Country, or take part with the 
Romans, becaufe his Son was detain’d as an Hoftage 
in the Perfian Court. The Emperor being ac¬ 
quainted with the Propofals, and willing to fettle 
the Affairs of Iberia in as peaceable a manner as he 
could, confented to a Partition of the Country, 
aligning that part which lay next to Armenia and 
Lazica to Sauromaces, and to Afpacuras the Refidue 
bordering upon Albania and Perfta. This Agree¬ 
ment highly incens’d Sapor, who loudly complain’d 
that the Romans , contrary to the Treaty of Peace, 
bad reliev’d Armenia, defpis’d his Embafiie, and 
without his Knowledge or Confcnt had divided /- 
kria i for which Indignities he vow’d to be reveng’d, 
making all Preparations accordingly both at home 
and abroad to undo what had been concerted with¬ 
out his Concurrence. Thefe things happen’d in 

K 3 the 
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A. D. the Years 368 and 3 69, in the lafl of which Fa- 
3<5p. Icntiman , the Son of Falens, and Jur. Fittor, were 

Confuls. 

i- About the fame time one Rhando , a German of 
"'tits'If' Royal Birth, feiz’d fuddenly upon the City of 
German". Merits, a Defign he had been long contriving, and 

could the cafier execute by reafun there was no 
Garrifon in it; and it happening to be upon fome 
folemnFefliva!,the Inhabitants, who were all Chri- 
flians, were bufie at their Devotion, and therefore 
little able to defend themfelves; after he had made 
bimfclf Mailer of the Place he plunder’d it, and 
went off with a great Booty, and a great many Pri- 
foners of both Sexes. Not long after, asifFortune 
defil’d to make the Remans fome amends, Fithi- 
cabins, a Prince of that Nation, was murder’d by 
one of his own Servants, at the Inftigation of fome 
Reman Emiffaries. He was an active, vigilant 

Prince, tho’he outwardly appear’d weak and infirm, 

and had been both by his Arms and in his Councils 
a great Enemy to the Romans, whofe open Attempts 
againft him he had often evaded, and therefore they 
had no other means left to remove him but by Trea¬ 
chery. The Traitor, as foon as the Fa£t was com¬ 
mitted, fled his Country to avoid the Punifhmcnt 
he too jullly deferv’d, and was kindly receiv’d by 
the Romans. Valent ini an could not but think the 
Germans would revenge fo foul a Trealon with a! 
the A6bs of Hoftility imaginable, and therefort 
made more than ordinary Preparations to prevent 
them. He rais’d a very powerful Army, fiipply’d 
h with all manner of Provifions, and as foon as th< 
Time of the Year would permit pafs’d the Rim 
without any Rdillance, taking his Son Gratian a 
long with hint After a long March of fevcral Day: 
mio the Country, without meeting any Enemy tc 

oppoli 
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r g’d to a Difcovery of what he meant, he accus’d 
: idujliits , who had formerly been President, and 
’returns, and Per gamins, of learning, by fecret Pra- 
bees and forbidden Arts, the Name of him who 
vas to fucceed Patens in the Empire. Fidufius 
yas by chance then prefent, and was too much fur- 
jriz'd at fo peremptory and unexpected a Charge 
:o deny the FaCt. He confefs’d that he, together 
with one Hilarius and Patritius, two Perfons well 
\kilTd in the Art of Divination, enquir'd into that 
Matter, and found, upon Trial, that an excellent 
Trim was to fucceed Valens, but that they them- 
'{lives fould come to untimely Ends for their fatal 
Curiofity, that examining farther between them- 
[lives, who was mofl likely to be the Man, they 
minded it could be no Body but Theodora, whofe 
ptat Accompli foments made him worthy the Sove- 
ftign Command. And indeed they were not much 
deceiv’d in their ConjeCkure, for Theodoras was 
defeended of an ancient and Noble Family in 
'Gaul, tho’ a Sicilian by Birth, and acceptable to 
;Sll Men of all Conditions, who highly efteem’d 
jhim for his Modefty, Prudence, Learning and 
pHumanity, Virtues that deferv’d a more exalted 
[Fortune than that to which he was arriv’d, tho’ 

(he then had great Preferments at Court. Fidufius 
iconfefs’d farther, being almoft tortur’d to Death, 

[that he had inform’d Theodoras of thefe Predicti¬ 
ons by the Intervention of Euferius, a Man of great 
Learning and eminent Quality, having formerly 
(Commanded as Vicar in Afia. Euferius was im¬ 
mediately committed to Prifon, and the Emperor 
; inform’d of all that had pafs’d, which enrag’d him 
/to the higheft degree. Orders were immediately 
iiflii’d out for the apprehending Theodoras at Con - 
Ifiontinople, as were iikewife fcvcral others, eminent 
^or their Birth and Employments, foil'd in more 
| remote 

I 
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remote Parts of the Empire, and brought upjg 
Cuftody. The Publick Pifons could not contain 
thofe that were apprehended, nor were privat? 
Dwellings fufficient for the Reception of fucj 
Multitudes of People, abundance of whom were 
.committed upon bare Sufpicmn. For Valem vm 
naturally of a jealous, dilbultful Temper, which 
his Flatterers that were conltantly about him la¬ 
bour'd to improve, and fome late Practices againft 
his Life had abundantly exafperated, which how¬ 
ever can in no meafure excufe the unexampled Ri* 
gour of his Inquifitions * he proceeded with equal 
Severity again!! the Innocent and the Guilty, anj 
frequently refolv’d upon the Punifhment before k 
was acquainted with the Crime, fo that a great mi* 
ny were commanded to prepare for Death, before 
they knew they were in the leaft fufpe&ed. He 
was too proud and imperious to fubmit himfelf to 
the Coolnefs of a fober Enquiry, too Covetous to 
fuffer any to efcape who had been once accus’d, 
and too much abus’d by his Paralites to give Eir 
in the Courfe of his Proceedings to the Adviceo: 
Men of Honour and Continence: In a Word, k 
was grown fo feverely terrible, that one Salia, who 
had a little before been Intcndant of the Trealury 
in Tkracc, fell down dead at the Officer’s Feet the 
Morning he was to be examin’d, under an Apprc- 
henGon of the great Torture he was that Day to 
undergo. 


The firft that was brought upon the Stage vi 
Pergamus , who being a Man full of Words, in ; 
very large Difcourfe accus’d fomc thoufands as Ac 
ceiTarv, many of whom were then living in there* 
motel! Parrs of the Empire* but whereas the Judg^ 
were before at a lots in what Method to proceed 
his indieeltcd Alienations made it more confuA 


his indigeltcd Allegations made it more confuA 

and intricate, and l'o he was put to Death. Atci 

fever. 
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oppofe ’em, they came to a Place call’d Solkinium , 
where he was inform’d by his Spies that the Enemy 
were near at hand, who finding it impoflible to a- 
void coming to an Engagement, poflefs’d theml'elvrs 
of a very advantageous Piece of Ground, which 
they refolv’d to defend againft the Roman Legions, 
and out of which the Emperor refolv’d to remove 
’em. The Place was a high and fcraggy Moun¬ 
tain, almoft inaccefiible on every fide, except that 
which look’d towards the North \ thither he fent 
Seb.ifliams , with part of the Forces under his Com¬ 
mand, to intercept the Germans in their Flight, if 
hethould have the good Forcune to gain the better 
of ’em from any other Quarter. He himfelf went 
attended with f>me in whom he could belt confide, 
to fee on what other part he might mod: commodi- 
oufly attempt ’em, in which Enterpiize he very 
narrowly efcap’d an Ambulcade of the Enemy, and 
with much Difficulty got fafe to his own Men ? 
who after they had refrefh’d themfelves prepm’d 
for the Engagement, and attack’d the Enemy with 
fo true a Roman Courage, that notwithftanding all 
the Opp ifition the Germans could make, who 
fought vvith more Rcfoluuon than Conduct, they 
gam'd the Top of the Mountain, and lurrounded 
them. However the Germans maintain’d the Fight 
for a long time with a defperate Bravery, ’till at 
length over power’d by frelh Supplies they were 
frit pu r into Diforder, and after that to Fl'ght, in 
which moie Men fell than in the Battel ■, thole few 
that efcap’d fled into the Woods, leaving ro the 
Rom ins the Honour of the Field, and the Advan¬ 
tage of a very great Viftory, purchas’d at the Ex¬ 
pence of a few common Soldiers, and the Lof of 
tvo or three brave Commanders. After this the 
hoIJiers weie fent into Winter-Quarters, and the 
two Emperors return’d to Tilers. 


About 
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About this time there were extraordinary Out- 
rages committed in Home by the means of one Maxi, 
minus, who from an obfcure Beginning rofe to j 
principal Command in the City. He was of a cruel 
inexorable Temper, and being a Man of great In. 
tereft with Valentinian, who was sdmoft as cruel as 
himfelf, he rag’d without DiftindUon again!! all A- 
ges and Conditions, varnifhing over his barbarous 
Proceedings with the fpecious Colour of Juftice, 
Never did Tyrant with more Implacablenefs afflift 
a People he was lent to Govern, or more notori- 
oufly pervert the Laws to the Ruin of thofe they 
were aefign’d to proteft. From being Intendantof 
the publick Corn, he at length, by his Impudence 
and Flattery, arriv’d at the Dignity of Prafctliu 
Pratorio it felf, bearing himfelf with equal Info- 
lence, Pride and Corruption in all his Offices, ’till 
at laft, under Grattan , he fuffer’d Death by the 
Hands of the common Hangman, together with 
feveral of his Inftrutnents and Accomplices. 

About the fame time Valens rag’d with equal Fray 
in the Eaft, to which an Appearance of Danger, 
and the evil Pradtices of fome of his own Servants, 
had juftly provok’d him. Anatolius and Spudafm , 
two Perfons employ’d in the Revenue, were accus’d 
of having attempted the Life of Fortunatianus , who 
had the principal Management of the Emperor's 
private Eltate, and who, being a troublefome inqui- 
litive Man, was calling them to a very fevere Ac¬ 
count for Matters relating to their Office. The 
Matter was brought before Modejlus the Pracfeclus 
Prtetorio , and one Palladius and Ileliodorus were put 
to the Rack. Palladius , unable to endure the Tor¬ 
ture, cry’d out, Float thefe were flight imonfldtra• 
ble Matters , compar'd to others in Agitation , which 
were of that Confcquence , as to bring all things in¬ 
to Confuflon , without a timely Prevention being 
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vcrnl had been examin'd, who vary’d in Tome Par- 
jculars, but agreed in the main, Theodoras was 
ommanded to Ipeak, who at firft made ufe of In- 
reacres, ant3 carncftly begg’d of the Inquifuors to 
nrcrcede with the Emperor in his Behalf* but be- 
n g compell’d to Ipeak more to the Purpofe, he de- 
jai’d that he once intended to difeover the whole 
lattice to Valens , but was prevented by Euferius y 
yho perfuaded him that what had been foretold 
ivas not to be the Kffedfc of any predominant, am- 
3 itious Paflion, but to proceed from the abfolute 
MeccfTity of Fate* the lame was confefs’d by Ett~ 
fains upon the Rack, and fome Letters written by 
fhcoclorus to IJilarius were produc’d again# him, 
in which Letters he profrf M he did not doubt of 
the Truth of the Prediction, but waited for a con¬ 
venient Opportunity to put the Defign in Execu¬ 
tion. After this they were remov’d, and Eutro- 
fittS) who then govern’d /Ifia as Proconful, and is 
thought to be the Author of the Abridgement of 
the Roman Hiftory, which he Dedicated to Valens y 
was produc’d as privy to the Crime, but when all 
their Endeavours and Tortures to make Pafiphithus 
the Philofopher accufe him were ineffectual, he was 
difmifs’d. The Examination being over, and the 
whole Difcovcry made and reported to the Empe¬ 
ror, he with one general Sentence commanded ’em 
all to be put to Death, which Sentence was executed 
accordingly without Mercy or Diftinttion, ’till the 
Hangmen were quite weary of their Employment, 

Among thofc that fuffer’d was Maximus the Phi- 
lofnplier, and famous Mailer of Julian. He con¬ 
fus’d he had been inform'd of what the Oracle had 
p>editled y but nut of Rcfpctt to his Profcffion had 
conceal'd //, tho' he had foiclold that they , who 
were concern"d in the Conjnilation , would lofe their 
hwV.v. He was beheaded at Ephcfn^ the Place of 

his 
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his Nativity, by Feflus Proconful of Ajia , fent th, 
ther by Valens for thatPurpofe, tho’ he then lay fie 
of an incurable Dillemper, which in a few Daj 
would have ended his Life without the Interventi 
on of the Hangman’s Ax. In this publiclc Maffacr 
fell likewife Diogenes , a great Lawyer, who no 
long before had been Governour in Bithynia , wh 
was guilty of no other Crime but the Poffeffiono 
a large Ellate, He was a Man of noble Birth,am 
excellent Wit, and profound Eloquence, and fel 
univerfally lamented for his Candor, Magnificent! 
and Integrity. 

Thefe violent Proceedings, which feem’d to ex 
ceed the rigour of former Profcriptions, were high 
ly diftaftful to the People, for which reafon tlx 
Emperor caus’d an infinite Number of Books to b( 
burnt, as if they contain’d dangerous Doftrines 
and treated of forbidden Arts, thinking thereby tc 
allay his Subje&s Difpleafure, whereas they treated 
of nothing but what related either to the Liberal 
Sciences or the Civil Law. In the mean time the 
Provinces were fill’d with general Lamentations, 
the Fury of the Inquifition fweeping away whole 
Families at once -, for the Husband was no foonei 
dead, and the Houfe by Publick Order feiz’d, but 
the Officers, appointed to examine the Goods, pri¬ 
vately convey’d among the Writings fome pretended 
Charm or ridiculous Enchantment, which being ex¬ 
pos’d in Court their Wives and Children were all 
feiz’d by Order of the Judges, who had no regard to 
Law, Religion or Confcicnce j and after all their 
Limbs were broken upon the Rack, they were, both 
young and old, without any Defence made, con¬ 
vey’d forth in Chairs to be Executed. Hereupon 
fo great a Terror feiz’d upon all forts of Pcrfons, 
that they burnt their Libraries, renounc’d their 

Learning, and chofc rather to be reputed ignorant 

and 
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nd unskilful, than make the leaft Profeffion of Phi- 
ofophy at fo certain a Hazard of their Lives. 

This is the Account Ammianus gives us of this 
Matter; others fay, the Oracles foretold that the 
irft part of the Perfon’s Name who was to fucceed 
Vilens was 7 ‘bead, for which reafon he not only di¬ 
spatch’d 1’beodorus., but to make void the Prediftion 
mta great many more to Death,whofe Names be- 
>an with thofe Syllables, fuch as Theodolus , Theo- 
lefitts and the like, without ever refiefting on that 
receiv’d Maxim, That never any Prince can put his 
me for to death. 

Whilft Valent was raging thus with more than Sa- 

f age Fury at Antioch , Valentinian , whofe greateft 
aulc was his Cruelty, was carefully concern’d for 
khe Borders of the Empire in the Weft, which he 
pigently fecur’d againit the Incurfions of the Bar- 
parous Nations; and had feiz’d on Macrianus a King 
»f the Germans , a refolute and troublefome Prince, 
pad not the Intemperance of his Soldiers, who con¬ 
trary to his exprefs Orders burnt and deftroy’d all 
that came in their way, given the King Notice of 
his Approach, which he took all the Meafures ima¬ 
ginable to conceal. He was fcarce return’d to Triers 
pom this Expedition, before he was inform’d of 
jnew Troubles in Africk. 

Nubely a petty Prince, but a Man of the greateft 
Power in Mauritania , dying, left fcveral Sons be¬ 
hind him; one of which, call’d 'Zamma y bqing pri¬ 
vately made away by his Brother Firmus , gave a Be¬ 
ginning to a War, which enfu’d thereupon ; For 
Vmma was a Man for whom Romamis , of whom 
we had occafion to fpeak before, had a great Eftecm, 
and for whofe Death he was refolv’d to have a full 
Revenge. To which purpofe he had the Matter 
very earneftly follicited by his Friends in Valentini- 
w’s Court, and Remigius fo manag’d it in his Be¬ 
half, 
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half, that Firmus was not allow’d by his Agents to 
offer any thing in his own Defences which made 
the Moor afraid of being condemn’d unheard, and 
for fear of a Surprize, put him upon his Defence) 
Moors he therefore Revolted from the Romans , and aO’u- 
tning the Title of King let up for himlelf. 
nc * This News was no fooner brought to Court", but 
Thcodofi- Fheodofius was fent immediately away to reduce him, 

if poflible, before he had time to flrengthcn himfejj 
too much. 


us fmt a 
gairft 'em 


Zozimus faith, not only Firmus and hi; 
Adherents revolted, but the Moors in general, pro¬ 
vok’d to it by Romanus his Tyranny, who had To 
miferably harrafs’d andimpoverifh’d ’em} fo that the 
Emperor had great Reafonto be diligent in a Matter 
■which might turn to fo ill a Conlequcncc: And 
there was great need of fo expert a Commander ai 
itheodofius^ who was forc’d to make life of all his 
Skill, to new model and regulate an Army, part of 
which for want of Difcipline weregrown headlining 
and licentious, and the reft,newly arriv’d with him- 
felf from colder Climates, where unus’d to the Heat 
of the Country, and the lefs fit for Service. Be- 
fides there was no good Correfpondcnce at full be¬ 
tween ’em, which with great Induftry he endea¬ 
vour’d to procure, before he thought fir to enter 
upon Action. His firft Care upon his Arrival in 
slfrick was to fecure Vinccntim , who having been 
Romanus his Deputy, had concurr’d with him in 
his Infolence and Extortion: To this Service he de¬ 
puted Gildo, the Brother of Firmus , who continu'd 
then firm in his Obedience to the Romans , tho’ lie 
afterwards revolted from them in the Days of //«■ 
norius. At Igilgitanum , where he firft landed, k 
by chance met with Romanus, whom for the prefent 
he difmils’d without any Reproach, to take careot 
the advanc’d Guards, but not long after, upon Iris 

Arrival at Sitifis , gave Ordeis for his Apprehenfi'ii. 

Fir mil 
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firms hearing fo rcnown’d a Commander was fent 
Igainft him, began to doubt of his Succefs, and 
berefore fubmincd himfelfby Meflengers fent on 
wrpofe to him, and ask'd Pardon for what was paft, 
[firming be was forc'd upon it, not by his own Will\ 

}nt the Injuries and Indignities he had receiv'd from 
liters, who provok'd him to that which he own'd 

i 't could no ways juflifie . !Theodojius thought it 
irudent to admit of his Submiflion and Excufe, and 
iromis’d to pardon *.im, upon Receic of Hoftages 
nr his good behaviour for the future : After which 
e march’d to Panchariana , where - he had appoint- 
d the general Rendevouz, and mufter’d his Army. 

Having Hfablifh’d a good Underftanding between 
f cm,and by his generous Carriage procur'd the Love 
of the Inhabitants, he march’d to a Place call’d 75/- 
lufuptius , adjoining to the Mountain Ferratus , where 
(he refus’d to admit of Firmus his fecond Embaflie, 
becaufe he had not fent the Hoftages he had promis’d, 
and were agreed upon. After which in feveral En- 
Icounters he defeated Mafcizcl and Dius, two other 
m Firmus his Brethren, having walled the Country 
round abour, and poffds’d himlelf of a ftrongTown, 
which he made choice of for a Magazine, in cafe 
he fliould think fit to penetrate farther into the 
Country. Thefe Proceedings very much diiheart- 
en’d Firmus , who thereupon fent fomc Chrillian Bi- 
fiops with the Hoftages he promis’d, to inter¬ 
cede with Theodofius in his Behalf. \Jhcodoftus re¬ 
ceiv’d ’em with much Civility, and upon a Promife 
that his Army ihould be fupplj’d with Provifions, 
difmils’d ’em v/ith a favourable Anfwer to Firmus , 
which ere urag’d the Moor to make the General a 
Vifn, having fiiil lent home Prefcnts before hand to 
make way tor his Reception. As he drew near he 
'eap’d fiom his Horl'e, being furpriz’d at the Luftrc 
°t the Rvmm Itnfigns, and the awful Appearance of 

the 

\ 
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the Commander. He bow’d himfelf to the Ground, 
and wich Looks full of Contrition bewail’d his Foil) 
and Rafhnefs, and begg’d Pardon for his Offence 
1,'heodofius receiv’d him very gracioufly, and having 
given him all the Encouragement he expc&ed 01 
defir’d, difmifs’d him well pleas’d with his Enter¬ 
tainment. At his Departure he left fome of his neat 
Relations behind him for Hoftages, and promis’d 
to reftcre the Prifoners he had taken when he firt 
revolted. Accordingly two Days after he furren- 
der’d Icofium , together with the military Enfigns, 
and whatever elfe he had feiz’d, delivering all up 
into the Hands of the Romans. 

At a Place call’d ‘Tipafa, Fheodofius met with tilt 
AmbafTadors of the Mazices , a Nation inhabiting 
the Eaftern Parts of Mauritania Ccefarienfis , who had 
join’d with Firmus in the Revolt: They came to 
fubmit themfelves in the Name of the whole Nati¬ 
on, and to beg Pardon for their Offence. Tfe 
dofius return’d ’em a very furlyAnfwer, telling ’em k 
'was refolv'd to chaflife their Infoknce , and pmifi 
'’em for their Perfidy to the Romans. With tbit 
Meflage he difmifs’d ’em, and proceeded to Cfit- 
rea , a City lirmus had feiz’d upon by Stratagem it 
the beginning of the Rebellion, and after he had at- 
moll ruin’d it with Fire and Sword, deliver’d it up 
as a Prey to the Barbarians. Here Fheodofius for tht 
prefent difpos’d of the firft and fecond Legions, who 
were to fecure it in the beft: manner they could a- 
guir.ft any farther Attempts of the Enemy. Whilll 
he continu’d here he found, upon a more narrow 
Enquiry, that Firmus meant nothing lefs than Peace, 
that he only watch’d an Opportunity of attacking 
him at the beft Advantage, and deftroying him ami 
his Army. Whereupon removing to Sup,abani ) i 
Town of Mauritania Ccefarienfis , he punifh ’d a Rf 

man Cohort, whom he had feiz’d there, and who 

had 
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had formerly revolted to the Enemy. From thence 
he march’d farther up into the Country, and fell 
upon the Mazices , who having collc&ed themfelves 
into onfe Hody, made at firft a very vigorous Re¬ 
finance, but were at length overthrown, and put all 
to the Sword, except fome few that cry’d for Quar¬ 
ter. After this he detach’d part of his Forces to 
fecu e fome Places that lay too much expos’d to the 
Barbarians, and proceeded on towards fome other 
Nations that hid favour’d the Revolt, in his March 
he was met by the Moors , who were pouring down 
upon him iil great Multitudes from all Quarters, 
breathing nothing but Fury and Deftru&ion. Thefe 
People had been rais’d by Cyria , Firmus his Sifter, 
whobeinga Woman of great Wealth and extraordi¬ 
nary Condud had encourag’d ’em with the Promife 
of mighty Rewards. Fheodofuss , who was then but 
three thoufand five hundred ftrong, declin’d fight¬ 
ing upon fuch great Odds, for fear of lofing his 
whole Army, and therefore preferving a Medium 
betwixt a Fight and a Flight, he gave Ground, and 
retir’d by degrees. With this the Enemy were fo 
encourag’d, that they flopp’d up all thePaffages, in 
order to cut off his Retreat j and had certainly de- 
ftroy’d the whole Army, had not the unwary Moors 
miltook fome of their own Countrymen for a frefii 
Supply coming to Fheodofius ,who were indeed march¬ 
ing to join them with fome Romans at the Head, 
which gave ground to the Miftakc: Affrighted at this 
they fled in great Precipitation^ and left the Romans 
at liberty to make their Efcape. 'Theodofius made a 
hie Retreat with the Army to a Place call’d Mu- 
zucanum , where having punifh’d fome Defcrtcrs, as 
a Warning to the reft, he came in February to Ti- 
fata j where reflc&ing upon the Pofture of his Af- 
hirs, he began to manage the War after another 
Method, and without entring into the Field, here- 

J, folv’d 
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folv’d to tire out the Enemy, like Fabitts of old, by 
Arts and Stratagems. He dilpatch’d fome, who 
were skilful in the Art of Perfuafion, to the neigh¬ 
bouring Nations, to endeavour by Threats and Pro- 
mifes to draw ’em into an AfTociation with him. 
Of this his politick Proceeding Firmus was quickly 
fenfible, and knowing it the only way to ruin him, 
tho’ he had a fufficicnt Guard about his Perfon, 
and an Army at Command, rais’d with great Indu- 
ftry and no lefs Expence, he took the Advantageof 
a dark Night, and retir’d with great Secrefie to the 
Mountains, which by reafon of the Rocks and Pre¬ 
cipices were in a great meafure inacceflible. The 
Multitude, now without a Head, were fo dilheart- 
cn’d at his fudden Departure, that they quickly 
difpers’d themfelves, leaving their Camp to the 
Romans j upon which when Tbeodofius had feiz’dhe 
wafted the Country at his Pleafure, killing all who 
had the Courage to make any Refiftance, and plac’d 
fuch Governors over the Nations through which he 
pafs’d as he had great reafon to confide in. Firm 1 
found the General purfu’d him very clofe, and there¬ 
fore made all the hafte he could from him, attend¬ 
ed only with a few Servants in whom he could trull, 
throwing away whatever things of Value he had 
with him, which might retard him in his Flight, 
He never refted ’till he was got into the Country 
of the Ifaflenfes , who very chearfully undertook his 
Protection by whofc Afliftance he often reduc'd 
the Romans to great Straits, over-powering ’em 
with fuperior Numbers, falling upon ’em in advan¬ 
tageous Places, and at Times they little expedited ’em. 
However Tbeodofius his Fortune at length prevail’d; 
he overthrew the Enemy in two or three Battels, 
in one of which Mazaca , Firmus his Brother, was 
taken Piifoncr, and dy’d prcfently of his Wounds. 
Evajius , a Pei foil of great Authority among ’em, and 

Florin, 
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florus , his Son, were burnt alive for affifting the 
Rebels, and Firnus himfelf with great Difficulty 
cfcap’d. Thefc Difadvantages by degrees tir’d the 
Jfaflenfes , who at laft grew weary of efpoufing the 
lntereft of an unfortunate Man, and having been 
weary’d out by the frequent Alarms Tbeodofeus gave 
’em, dropped oft from him one by one, and left him 
almoft alone. In this Condition, whiltf he was 
confidering of an Efcape, he was feiz’d, by Igmazen , Firmus 
Prince of that Country, and clapp’d into Prifon 
where to avoid the Terror and Difgrace of the PuyJ? 2 ’ nn> * 
nilliment he apprehended from the Romans, he 7 ' 
bang’d himfelf. Iheodofim receiv’d the News of 
his Death with a great deal of Satisfadhon, and ha¬ 
ving order’d Cafior and Martinianus , two of Roma - 
m his Accomplices, to be buint alive, he return'd 
loSitiJis, where he was receiv’d with much Solem¬ 
nity, to the univerfal Joy of the Inhabitants. 

Thus were the Troubles in Afrkk compos’d by Theodoft- 

the great Prudence and Induflry of: Tkeodoftus , who,;?’ 
after all his great Exploits, and the mighey Services p Ul w 
he had render’d the Empire, was by an Order from 
Court beheaded at Carthage. We can’t learn from 
Hiftory the Reafons for which he was put to Death. 

They who are the leaft inclin’d to Falcns, fay it 
was done by his Procurement} and that for fear he 
fhould be the Man defign’d by the Oracle for his 
Succeflor, in regard of his extraordinary Merit and 
great Achievements. Others fay he ow’d his Death 
to the malicious Suggeftions of certain Courtiers, 
who envy’d him the Honours he had worthily ac¬ 
quir’d, and could not endure any Man fhould be 
better than themfelves. According to his own ear¬ 
ned Dcfirc he was baptiz’d at Carthage jutt before 
be dy’d, and was as exemplary in his Death as he 
had been glorious in his Life. 


The 
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The Fall of this great Man, as it was a Scandal to 
Patent man's Government, fo was it contrary to a 
receiv’d Maxim he ufually follow’d, which was fe- 
verely to punifh the common Soldiers upon the 
lend; Mifdemeanour, but not fo much as liften to 
any Complaints offer’d againft the Superior Officers; 
which Rcinifncfs made ’em proud, info lent and ty¬ 
rannical in the leveral Provinces, and gave Occafion 
to a great many Diforders : As about this time the 
Commander in chief in Illyricum had, contrary to 
Jyikuni.' all Laws of Hofpitality, perfidioufly murder’d Ge- 

binitts, King of th tQiiadi, at a Feaft, to which G«> 
hint us had in civilTerms been invited by him; upon 
which the Quadi, and other Nations, broke with 
great Violence into the Roman Territories. I know 
fome are of Opinion, that Gabinius was a Roman, 
and Governor of the Province, and that by his Or¬ 
der the King was affiaffinated ■, but Awftiumis, 
whofc Authority muff be of greater Weight in this 
Cafe, tells us, Gabinius was the King, and that Mar- 
cellianus , Son to Maximinus , that cruel Incendiary 
was then Governor of the Province} that Tahiti 
idan, who from the full time of his Advancemem 
had been over fedulous in fortifying the Borders 0 
• he Empire, had built Forts over the Ifler , upor 
the Territories of the Qiiadi, as if their Countr; 
had been within the Roman Pale , that the Inbabi 
tarns, who were juftly alarm’d at it, endeavour’d bj 
their Meffiengeis to hinder the Profecution of thi 
Defign that Marccllianus , who was fent to com 

mand the Army in thofc Parts by his Father’s Pro 
cun'ment, return’d a very civil Anfwcr, and invitee 
Gabinius the King, and fome others, to a Banquet 
and as he was taking his Leave, without the leal 
Sufpicion of Treachery, got him to be murder’d. 

A. D- At this not only the jdrtadi, but the neighbour 
i-t- ing Nations, who made the Calc their own, wet 

high!) 
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highly incens’d, and uniting themfelves in one 
Body, they pafs’d the Danube with great Fury, 
fell in the time of Harveft upon the Reapers, 
whom they maffacred in a cruel manner, and re¬ 
turn’d loaden with a very great Booty j in this 
Confufion Conftantina , the Daughter of Confiantius , 
whom they were then conducing through thofe 
Parts in order to be marry’d to Gratian , had fallen 
into their Hands, had not Mejfala , Governor of the 
Province attending her, put her into a Chariot in 
great hafte, and convey’d her with fpeed to Sir- 
H, twenty fix Miles dillant from thence. In 
the mean time the Barbarians renew’d their Incur- 
fions to the utter Ruin of feveral of the Inhabi¬ 
tants, whom in a cruel manner they led away Cap¬ 
tive, having firft burnt their Houles and wafted 
their Pofleffions. Sirmium it felf, the Capital of 
thofe Parts, Teem’d to be in great Danger. Pro- 
hs , the Pnefettus Pretoria, who the Year before 
had born the Confulfhip with Gratian , was then 
Rcfident in it } a Man, tho’ of Noble Birth, fo 
little acquainted with the Terrors of War, that he 
was amaz.’d at the Reporr of the bloody Slaughters 
and barbarous Cruelties they had committed j the 
Noife of which encreafing every Day more, he pro¬ 
vided himfelf with fwift Horles in order to a fc- 
cret and fhameful Flight j from this he was, with 
much ado, diffuaded by thofe about him, who rc- 
prefented to him how the Soldiers, whole Duty it 
was to defend the Place, would by his Example 
provide for their own Safety, and fo quit the City, 
which muft unavoidably fall into the Enemy’s 
Hands. After this fo reatbnable a Remonftrance he 
was compell’d by Shame to (lay, and fo out of re¬ 
gard to his own Safety, rather than the Publick 
Good, he took all imagin.ble Care to put the 
City in a Pofturc of Defence, and was fo induftrioqs 
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therein, that the Barbarians thought not fit to at* 
tack ir, but diverted their Courfe in Purfuit of 
JEquitius , whom they conceiv’d to have been tha 
Contriver of Gabinius his Death } and heatirtg he 
was retir’d into the remoteft Parts of Paleria , they 
rcfolv’d to follow him} in their way they met with 
two Legions,the Pannonian and Mtefiacan^ho were 
fent to oppofe ’em, and were of Strength fuffici- 
ent to have reftrain’d their Fury, had they not fell 
into an unfeafonable Contention between them- 


felves for the Honour of Precedency } this Difpute 
ruin’d thofe, who had they been united would 
have been invincible } for the Barbarians, who were 
too cunning not to be fenfiblc of their Advantage, 
without waiting for the Signal of Battel, fell fiift 
T*o learns with great Fury upon the Maftacan Legion, who 
c..t off by expe&ing fo fudden an Onfet, fell in great 

f^ a f 3t Numbers before they had time to take to their 

Arms * this encourag’d the Enemy to break in upon 
the Pannonian , which they quickly routed, killing 
all thofe whom the Senfe of their Danger had not 
by a fpeedy Flight fccur’d. 

The Lofs of fo many Men, which was entirely 
owing to their own Folly, was in fome meafure re¬ 
pair’d by the Succefs of the Army, which fought 
under the Conduct of Theodofeus , Son of him we 
lately mention’d, and Governor of Mtefta , who 
with a Courage and Condudt exceeding his Years, 
defended it againft the Incurfions of the Barbari¬ 
ans, and worited ’em fo often, tho’ they thought 
with Numbers to over-power him, that in Defpair 
of any farther Succefs they beg’d Pardon for what 
was pafs’d, and Peace for the future > which having 
obtain’d, they for fome time religioufiy obferv’d it, 
being kept in awe by a Supply of Soldiers fent out 
of Gaul for the Defence of Illyricum. During thefe 
Difoiders in the North, the Tiber^ through cxcchive 

Rains, 
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Rains, overflow’d its Banks to that degree, that 
all the lower Parts of Rome were laid under Water, 
and the Inhabitants forc’d to fecure themfelves up¬ 
on the Hills, where they had perilh’d with Hun¬ 
ger, had not Claudius , Prtefeft of the City, taken 
care to have a feafonable Supply fent ’em in Boats 
from the Parts adjacent. Thefe Overflowings of the 
Tiber were ufually the Forerunners of fome publick 
Calamity, to which the Empire was now fo gene¬ 
rally accuftom’d, that the prefent Danger being 
remov’d the People had no Apprehenfions of the 
future. 

This treacherous piece of Cruelty, exercis’d upon 
the Perfon of Gabinius in the North, was follow’d 
by an A£h equally deteftable in the Eaft, where 
fome Perfons, who reap’d an Advantage to them¬ 
felves from the publick Confufions, among whom 
was ‘ferentius , a Commander in the adjacent Parrs, 
continually by their Letters alarm’d the Emperor 
with the Snifter Praftices and ambitious Defigns of 
Para , King of Armenia, conftantly reproaching him 
for the Death of Cylax and Artabanes , and revi¬ 
ling him as an infolent Oppreflor of the People. 
Hereupon he was invited in a Royal manner to 
‘Parftts in Cilicia , where when he was arriv’d he 
was detain’d Prifoner, without Permiffion to go to 
the Emperor, or learn the Reafon of his Reftraint. 

This unaccountable Proceeding made him more in- 
quiiicive and follicitous, el'pecially when by fecrec 
Intelligence he underftood that ‘1‘crentius had en¬ 
deavour’d by Letters to perfuade the Roman Go¬ 
vernor to fend fome other Perfon immediately to 
be King of Armenia in his (lead, left upon his Re¬ 
turn into his own Country he (hould, in Revenge 
of his ill Ufage, perfuade his Subjedts no longer to 
adhere to the Roman Empire, but I’ubmit themfelves 
to the Perjians , who flood ready upon any Condi- 
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tions to receive them. This made him conclude 
that without timely Care he fhould be inevitably 
deitroy’d, and therefore he refolv’d upon a fpeedy 
Flight, which he attempted with the Affiftance of 
three hundred of his own Subjefts in whom he 
could rely, and who very earneftly perfuaded him 
to it. They took care to fupply him with Horfes 
fit for his Purpofe, and towards the Evening watch¬ 
ing their Opportunity they fet forward together, 
guided more by their Courage than Conduft, as it 
is ufual with Men in any hazardous or emergent 
Exigency. They were not got clear of the Sub¬ 
urbs before the Governor of the Province over- 

9 

took ’em, and finding it impoflible to flop him by 
Force, he endeavour’d by Perfuafions to detain 
him j but he found him too refolute to be prevail’d 
upon, and therefore defifted for fear of drawing 
his own Life into Danger by too obftinate an En¬ 
treaty. Prefently after he was overtaken by a wholq 
Legion, fent on purpofe to hinder his Efcape, but 
he fac’d about with fo much Refolution, and charg'd 
’em with fo defperate a Courage, that they made 
more haffe to fly from him, than they had done to 
approach him; after this he proceeded without any 
Difturbuncc, and travelling Night and Day for two 
Days together he at laft reach’d the Euphrates 
which he pafs’d with much Difficulty, and after a 
ihort Rcpofc purfu’d his Journey with extraordi¬ 
nary Diligence. Valcm having notice of his E- 
icape, concluded he would infallibly fall off from 
him, and iherefore fent a thoufand Archers under 
the Comm md of two principal Officers to way¬ 
lay him, and bring him back : They being well 
acquainted with the Country, through which he 
wander’d an utter Stranger, iravelPd throughmoic 
compendious Roads, and overtook him : Having 
divided their Forces they fei/'d on two Paflcs three 
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jles diftant from each other, at one of which 
'hey thought chemfelves certain of furprifing him. 
ut being inform’d of his Danger by a Traveller, 
ho was coming that Way, he took a By-Path, 
nd piercing through a thick Wood efcap’d the 
mbufeade, and got fafe to his own Kingdom, 
hilft the Romans , who waited a long time for 
heir Prey, were fufficiently laugh’d at for their 
ains. This Difappointment was a great Vexation 
0 Valens, who grew every Day more and more re¬ 
viv'd upon his Deftru&ion, and font private Or- 
ers to Trajan, who commanded the Roman Forces 
uarter’d in Armenia , by all means to effeft it. 

■ajan, in Obedience to his Inftru&ions, readily 
ndertook it, and by degrees wrought himfelf into 
omuch Credit with the King, by frequenting his 
able, and producing Letters from Valens full of 
Expredions of Kmdnefs to Para , that he made no 

t cruple of accepting of a Dinner at his Houfe, to 
rhich Trajan had in a folemn manner invited him. 

He was receiv’d with the highelf Refpedt, and en¬ 
tertain’d in a Royal manner, and after he had 
drunk him up to high pitch, Trajan , pretending 
fome ncceffary Occafions, withdrew, and immedi- 
atey fent in a Villain provided for the purpofe, who Para, King 
cur the young Prince in Pieces as he vainly endea- «//rme- 
vour’d to defend himfelf, the reft of the Guefts 
flying in great Conllcrnation from lo bloody a 
Banquet. 


This inhofpitable Proceeding was a great Affli- 
ftion to Sapor, King of Perfia, who conceiv’d he 
had loft in Para a firm Friend and faithful Allie, 
for fucli he made no doubt but in time he fhould 
have found him* on the other fide the Romans ga¬ 
ther’d Courage, at which he was not a little dif* 
may'd, and therefore he thought it the fafeft way 
to propofc by his Ambnfladors, to Valens, that Ar¬ 
menia . 
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mettia, which had been the Caufe of fo mam 
Confufions, might be entirely ruin’d, or at leafy 
that the Roman Garrifons might be recall’d out o 
Iberia , and Afpacures^ whom he had advanc’d, 
might be permitted to Reign there without anj 
Diifurbance. To this Falens anfwer’d, That bi 
was refolv’d to ftand to the late Divifion of lberi i* 
and fee the Treaty punftually obferv’d; and after 
feveral Melfages and Remonftrances on one Side and 
the other, the Emperor fent away Fiftor General 
of the Horfe, and Urbicius Governor of Mefopti . 
' vt'm, to Sapor j who were to allure him, That unltji 
he fuffer'd the Armenians to be at their own Lh\ 
iy , and forbore molefting the Roman Garrifon in i 
Fort call'd Sauromaces, he Jhould be forc'd ujm 
fitch Meafures as would be no ways agreeable li 
him. Thcfe Inftruttions were juft and prudent, 
but the AmbalTadors went beyond their Commit 
on, and imprudently accepted of fome fmall Tern 
tories that had been offer’d ’em in Armenia , and 
without effecting any thing elfe they return’d home, 
They were follow’d by another Ambaflador from 
Perfa , whom the Emperor kindly receiv’d, and en¬ 
tertain’d him with much Magnificence, tho’ ail his 
Offers were rejetted, and Falens prepar’d to alfault 
Perfa with three Armies at once in the beginning 
of the Spring. Sapor , thus difappointed of his Ex- 
pettation, was highly exafperated, but concealing 
his Indignation, he gave Orders to his Chief Offi¬ 
cers by Force to recover thofc Territories the Rs- 
yuan Ambalfadors had lately pofiefs’d themfelves of 
in the Name of the Emperor, and cut off, if p°ffi' 
ble, the Garrifon in Sauromaces , which Orders they 
executed accordingly. Of all this Falens was in¬ 
form’d, but found himfelf unable to refent it as he 
ought; the Empire being threaten’d by a gcneril 
Jnvafion of the Gothi/h Nation, to a Narration of 

which 
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filch the Courfe of the Hiftory will in a fliort 
nc condud us. 

All this while Valentinian was employ’d in Build- 
j Forts upon the Rhine, and wafting the German 
■rritories, in which he was often oppos’d with 
:at Vigour by Macrianus , King of the Country, 
haughty refolute Prince, but was this Year diver- 
1 upon an Information that the Barbarians were 
great Numbers invading Illyricum , whofe Info- 
ice he was refolv’d to chaftife, and therefore at 
Enterview between him and Macrianus upon 
'.Rhine near Mentz , he concluded a Peace,which 
:latter kept inviolable ’till his Death. After this 
return’d to Triers , where he fpent the Winter 
concerting the Meafures he was to take in order 
his Expedition early in the Spring into Illyri- 
which had been this Year miferably wafted 
the Sarmatis and the Quadi accordingly he ad- 
ic’d thither as foon as the Winter was over, and 
sraet in the Way by Ambafladors from the Sar- 
v, who in a very fubmiftive manner throwing 
mfclves at his Feet, defil’d him to entertain a 
re favourable Opinion of their Nation, who he 
uld find upon Examination were guilty of none 
f thofe heavy Accufations that were urg’d againft 
hem. After they had often affirm’d the fame 
hing, he told ’em, That as yet he would determine 
othing, but fulpend his Judgment ’till his Arrival 
tito thofe Parts, that were (aid to have been fo 
ighly injur’d by ’em. After this he proceeded on 
o Commit urn, at this Day call’d Haimberg., an old 
ecay’d Town of Illyricum , feated upon the Da- 
‘■k, and very convenient for the Defence of the 
'Ountry. From hence he detach’d Mcrobaudes and 
chjlian with a Party of Foot to waftc the Enc- 
jy’s Borders, and he himfelf remov'd with great 
expedition to a Place call’d ylcincum , from whence 

he 
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he pafs’d his Men over the River, and enter’d in 
the Territories of the Quadi, who from the Mon 
tains, whither they had retir’d with their Wiv 
and Children upon the firfl Notice of his Aj 
proach, in great Confternation beheld the Motio 
of his Army. After his detatch’d Parties hi 
fcower’d the Plains, killing all they met ftragglinj 
behind, and burnt their Houfes, he return’d i 
Safety with his whole Army to sfcincum, when 
he continu’d ’till the Year was almolt fpcnt, deH 
ring to find out fome convenient Winter-Quartn 
in thole frozen TraCh, but could meet with non 
fo proper as Sabaria , call’d at prefent Sarvav , tho 
he found that far from being convenient, or fuiu 
ble to his Willies, and therefore he continu’d liii 
March along the River fide ’till he came to Brig- 
tit), where he was admonifh’d of his approaching 
Several o-End by feveral Omens* for a few Days befoit 
mem p re - Blazing Stars were iecn, which in Jmmianus his 
ceding the Opinion forerun the Downfal of great Perfons. At 

valent mi- Si ymum '> Palace, Court and Forum were burn 
E n." ‘ U by Lightning j and whilft he was at Safari* a 

Owl perch’d upon the Top of his Bath, and was not 
to be frighted or forc’d away by the Multitude 
who aflaulted it very earneltly with Darts and 
Stones. As he was marching from that Place, hi 
refolv’d to pafs ouc at the lame Gate he enter’d, 
intending to fignifie by ic that he fhould quicklj 
return in Safety to Gaul-, but as they were clearing 
it of fome Rubbiih, which through a long Ncgld 
it had contracted, the Portcullis fell, nor could all 
the Endeavours they us’d raife it again, fo that ah 
ter they had loll much Time about it, he wai 
forc’d to go out at another Gate. The Night before 
he dy’d he thought he faw his Wife, who wai 
jthen abfent, fitting by him in a melancholy Poflurc, 

with her Hair dilhevell’d, and in a mournful Habir, 

vliick 
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iich Ammianus fancies was his Genius, then in 
at difconfolate manner forfaking him. In the 
orning he appear’d with a heavy, deje6ted Coun- 
jance, and his Horfe, whilft he was going to 
writ, bounding with ungovernable Fury, as if it 
‘dain’d to receive him, he commanded his Quer- 
s right Hand to be cut off, becaufe he unwil- 
gly gave him a Blow as he was ftruggling to place 
n in the Saddle i this was agreeable to the Crucl- 
of his Nature, and had been undoubtedly exe- 
ted upon his faithful Servant, had not Cereal'is, 
after of the Horfe, ac the Hazard of his own 
fe deferr’d the Execution. 

After this came the AmbafTadors, from the Qua- 
humbly fuing for a Peace, and an Aft of Ob¬ 
ion for what was part \ which that they might in 
tie meafure deferve, they offer’d a Supply of Sol- 
;rs, and fuch other Matters as they thought at 
at time agreeable to the Emperor’s Affairs. Fa- 
man having confider’d of the Motion, thought it 
ifonable to give ’em Audience, and they were 
ereupon admitted into the Confiftory, where they 
ere commanded to declare what they had to lay. 
hey, with their Bodies bent to the Ground in to¬ 
rn of Submiflion, declar’d upon Oath, that thi¬ 
nk Dcvaftations were not to be conf.der'd as a pub- 
ick Att of the whole Nation , but committed by 
me Free Booters living upon the Borders , without 
r he Knowledge or Confent of the chief Men in the 
p untry, and that they had been provok'd to it by 
the Fort lately built upon their 'territories by the 
Emperor's Order , contrary to the Rules of jttf.ica 
and the Roman Jntereft. Valentinian was cxtreamly 
incens’d at this Difcourfe, and in a high Pafllon 
upbraided their whole Nation as thanklels and un¬ 
grateful, vowing to be fevercly reveng’d upon ’em* 
out in the mid ft of his Difcourfe funk down upon 
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his Seat like one ftruck from Heav’n, and feetn’dt 

have loft both Life and Voice together. They i 
bout him convey’d him carefully into his Chambc 
and laid him on his Bed, where he was feiz’d wj[ 
Convulflon Fits, and violent Contortions of ft 


The -Death Lj m bs, in the Agonies of which he breath’d 011 
^ ij alcntl ‘his laft, in the five and fiftieth Year of his Age 

and twelfth of his Reign, A. D. $77, after till 
third Gonfulfhip of Grattan and of ALquitiur. Poi 
tho’ Aufonius has affign’d Pontius Paulinus for Con. 
ful this Year, yet it is agreed on all Hands, till! 
the Wars, with which the Empire was attack’d « 
threaten’d on every fide, prevented that Annuil 
Dcfignation. 


Various are the Accounts of this Emperor’s Death) 
even Ammianus is inconfiftent with himfelf, or at leal 


his Interpreters have made him fo. Some will have 
it, that he imputes his Death to the fudden Stop¬ 
page of the Blood, others to the violent Gufhing 
of it forth, which agrees better with the reft of the 
Text, and other Authors who have written or the 
fame Subje6t; who have left us this Account of it: 
That after he had given the Ambafladors Audience, 
he was affronted at the Meannels of their Equipage 
and their beggarly Appearance, demanding with 1'omd 
Heat, if their Country afforded Men of no bettti j 
Quality , that were more fit to appear before b'm) 
He was anfwer’d, that he had now in his Prefrn 
the •very befl of the Nation } .whereupon he fell in-! 
to a violent Paffion, vehemently lamenting his own 
and the Misfortune of the Roman People, who kol 
to do with fo beggarly a Nation, that not contti 
to live within their own Bounds , had the Arrogant 
to rife up in Arms , and affront the Majefly of tk 
Empire. This he deliver’d with fo much Violence 


that, according to Socrates , he open’d every Vein 

in his Body, and brake the Arteries afundcr, out 

o; 
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which iflu’d fo large a Flux of Blood, that he 
lantly dy’d, at a Caftle call’d at that time Berge- 
, fuppos’d to be what we now call Gran. 

Thus dy’d Vdcntinian , after a Reign of twelve 
:ars wanting an hundred Days, during which he 
ply’d himfelf diligently to the Defence of the 
rders, the reinforcing of his Army, building of 
iv Forts where any were wanting, an repairing 
: old ones upon the Rhine, fo that not an Enemy 
jld pafs undifcover’d into the Roman Territories, 
was generally fuccefsful againft the Germans , and 
c a Stop to the Devaftations made by the Saxons, 

People no lefs greedy of Blood than Plunder, whom 
e forc’d firft to fue for Peace, and afterwards by 
Stratagem that had more of Profit than Honour 
lit, procur’d them all to be cut off. By !iis Lieu- 
pnants in this Ifland he fettled the Aff ,.s of Bri- 
m-, he fupprefs’d Valentine a Pannonian Exile, who 
[as defigning to difturb the Publick Tranquility, 
jefore it was well known what he was attempting: 

( 1 c reftor’d the Peace of sifrick, after it had been 
iolcntly fhock’d by the Infurre&ion of Firmus and 
he Barbarians, and he was in a fair way of effe£t- 
ig the fame in Illyricum , had he not been fudden- 
yfnatch’d off by Death. 

From what hath been (aid, the Reader will cafily Hi c 
orm to himfelf a Charafter of this Prince, and r "^ 1T - 
aiftown that his greateft Fault was Cruelty •, which 
'as attended by another of no lefs Confequencc, 
nd to which Men of his implacable vindictive 
■ emperarefeldom fubjeCt, an Over-credulity, which 
xpos’d him to the Artifices of his mercenary Cour- 
iers, who^iferably impos’d on his Underflanding, 
atnng him up from the Acccfs of Perfons ofLcarn- 
ig and Fidelity. He was covetous to a high Dc- 
rec j a Vice fomc excufe in him from the Nrcef- 
7 the State lay under by reafon of the Wars in 

Ptrfia, 
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Perfia , which had very much exhaufted the Public 
Treafury, and put him upon many violent and i 
legal ways of railing Mony. He had fo high an C 
pinion of his own ACcomplilhments, that he hate 
all who were eminent fdr Learning, Riches, Nobi 
bity, Valour, or fo much as a genteel Fancy inthei 
Drefs. He pretended himfelf a great Enemy to al 
Cowards, and yet appear’d timorous and dejefoi 
upon any trivial Occafion or groundlefs Report 
In the Choice of his Judges he generally had regait 
to Men of Temper and ^Equanimity, but if he ac¬ 
cidentally promoted any of a cruel relehtlefs Dilpo 
lltion, he would prefently cry out they were fo m* 
ny CaJJii or Lycurgi , and encourag’d them in theit 
rigorous Proceedings. Thefe are the greateft Vi¬ 
ces and itnperfe&ions with which this Emperorii 
charg’d, and are abundantly out-weigh’d by hii 
Virtues, which feem’d to render Kini worthy thit 
high Sphere in which he mov’d. He may be fail 
to have been a Father to the Provinces, for whole 
Safety he provided in the many Forts and Caftri 
he built upon the Borders, at the fame time eafinf 
them as much as he could in the Abatement oftheirj 
Taxes. He might have pafs’d for an exaftObfervtj 
of Military Difcipline, had he not been too partial 
to the General Offiters, who abus’d his Favouu, 
and gave a Beginning to thofe Commotions inM 
tain , dfrick , and Ittyrieuni. Tho’ he had many 
Relations, who upon his Advancement expeftd 
mighty Preferments, yet he indulg’d none of ’em 
any farther than confided with the publick Intciel), 
preferring none to any confiderable Ports, his Bro¬ 
ther Vakm except, whom in a time of Danger It 
aflum’d for his Collogue, and with whom he reign'd 
in perfect Concord. He was excellent at the Inver- 
tion of new Sorts of Arms* and having from hi 

Vouch been inur’d to Hardfhip, he knew admirably 
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bell how to manage, govern and conduft an Army. 

He was very careful in the Difpofal of the greateft 
hflices, buffering no Places to be bought or fold 
Buring his Government, or any to be preferr’d to 
[he Command of a Province, who were concern’d 
ntlie Management of the publick Money. In his 
Entertainments he was fplendid, but not profufej in 
hisPerfoncomely, in his Converfation agreeable} of 
[vaft Memory and ready Elocution, knowing well 
how to accommodate himfelf to all Times and Oc- 
tafions. As he was very chafte himfelf, fo he cn- 
neavour’d by his Example to propagate that Virtue 
hroughout his Court, and where-ever he came. As 
o his Religion, he conftantly adher’d to the Or¬ 
thodox Faich, in that diverfity of Opinions which 
[t that time divided the World : But avoiding all 
Difputes, he fuffer’d the reft of his Subjects to fol- 
»w their own Perfuafions without any Moleftation. 

He is blam'd by the Ecclefiafticai Writers, for per¬ 
mitting his Brother to pcrfecute with fo much Ri¬ 
gour the Catholick Believers j but we may fay in 
lis Behalf, that the Condition of his Affairs would 
lot allow him in Prudence openly to oppofe Valens^ 

W the Heat of their Dilpuces had kindled up a 
pivilWar in the Empire, which at that time would 
Infallibly have dellroy’d it. 

I 

XVII. Valentinian being dead, his Body with due Gkatian. 
^arc was prepar’d to be lent to Conjiantinople y there A. D„ 
o be depofited among his Imperial PredecdTbrs, } 7 f* 
whilft the great Officers of the Court were under 
ineafic Apprehenfions, and uncertain what an Ac¬ 
cent fo extraordinary might produce j efpecially 
hey who knew the inconltant and haughty Tcm- 
' cr °l the Gallick Soldiers, had great reafon to be 
haid ol fome unfeafonable Commotions v and the 
after bccaufe Gratian^ wjio knew nothing of what 

M had 
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Father had order’d him to refide during this Expe¬ 
dition. After fome CbnOalttition between thfemftlvtjj 

they agreed to fehd for Me'robmdes in the Erop. 
ror’s Name, who had the Cormttahd of thofe Sd- 
diers^ to come to him, as if he had been ftill living] 
Merobaudes , either fufpe&ing what had happen’d, ol 
being inform’d of it by the Meflenger Who was fat 
to him, pretended to the Soldiers that Orders were 
come from the Emperor to lead ’em back to tli(j 
Mine, Where the Barbara 
in Arms $ and purfuant to his lnftru&ibns hfc fenij 
Sebaftian far out of the Wa 
quiet eafie Temper, but in great Eftec'm with tlij 
Army, and therefore the more to be fear’d ift 
dangerous a Conjundfcure. 

Camp, it was Tefolv’d in Council, that FaJentim 
the Son of the Deceas’d, filould be deel 

He was then at an hundred Miles 


When 


peror 


Murocin&a, 


Juflina , Falentinian's fecond Wife, whom he in 
ry’d after the Deceafe of the Emprefs Sever *) 
th at Socrates his Story muft fall to the Ground, wh 
accufes Fakntinian of Polygamy, and makes hia 
Author of a Law, Whereby every Man had the Li 
herrv of having two Wives at a time if hewas r ' 


inclin’d. 




V - w- W —- — 

gin, became acquainted with the Emprefs Stiw, 
who admitted her into the fame Bath with herftlfj 
where flie could not but fee and admire her extrao! 
dinary Beamy, which (he extoll’d in a high met 
fure to her Husband Fakntinian, who immediate! 
marry’d her, without divorcing Severa the Motto 
of Gratian, whom he had aflbeiated with him ir 
the Imperial Dignity but ju(t before. As he is mi 
ftaken in the Matter of Fai£t, fois he in the Quail 

u, who was no Virgin, but 

tin 
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(•Tyrant’s Widow. . Befides this Falentiniani he 
d three Daughters by the Emperor, two of which 
Yl Virgins, hut the third, call’d Galla, was 
srwards marry’d to tfhtodofm the Great. 

Valent inim was then a Child not above four 
:ars of Age,- fafth Ammianus , tho’ others affirm 
was nine, and that he was born in Febr. 3 6 ( 5 , Gra¬ 
ft and Dagalaiphus being Confuls ; in which Ida- 
f, the Author of the Alexandrine Chronicle, T’he- 
bus, and mod of our modern Writers after ’em, 

•te: But if Ammianus is right in his Account, 

: muft allow that there were two young Princes 
the fame Name, and thathe who was born in 3 66, 
snot the fame with him who was created sJugw 
r in 37f. This will appear more than probable, 
we eorffider that not only Anmi.awh hut Fitter y 
was and Zo&'mus affirm, that Fakntman , who 
s made Emperor at his Father’s Death, was bat 
«ir Years old, or thereabouts: Nicepborus faith he 
y’d.when he-w-as twenty, 1 and it’s agreed on all 
lands that he was kill’d, An: Dont. J-pa, which 

t ould not poflibly be, if he had been born in 3 66. 
a Word, Falentiman Junior , who was bom in 
), was Cordial together with Aurelius Fidtor in 
lip. Now had he been the fame . with him who 
acceded his Father in the Empire, and was created 
lonful with Falens three Years after, the Year had 
diftinguilh’d in the Tables by his Second Con - 
rijbipi which it is not, tho’ FJelvicus in his Chro- 
dogy has follow’d the general Opinion. From all 
diich it appears, as we obferv’d before, that there 
we two of the fume Name, one the Son of Falens , 
lie other of Falenttnian. 

hut to return to the courfe of the Hiflory : Ac¬ 
ting to the Refolution taken in Council, Cerea- 
f> Uncle to this young Prince, was fenc with all 
bfpedition for him > who conduced him to the 
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Valentini- Camp, where in a folemn manner he was declat'i 
an, son to £ m p er 0 r, the fixth Day after his Father’s Death 
tie Ew-jvjgjj. fyf en concluded Gratian would be highlyol 

1 ~ c. — a* a „ n—^-u—► u 


peror, 
flar'd Au- 
£uftus. 


fended at a Promotion confirm’d without his Know 
ledge or Confent, who notwithftanding liv’d eve 
after in a very peaceable manner with him ; bchi 
ving himfelf in this Matter like a prudent Man, 01 
rather cherilhing his Brother with too much Fond 
nefs and Refpeft. 

The Hunns In the mean time a Cruel Storm began to gathei 
invade the to an Head in the Eaft, which not only occafion'J 
Empire, t j ie £) e ath of Halens, but fell in a violent mannei 

upon the whole Empire. It was firfl: rais’d by tin 
Hums , a Nation almoft unknown to the Romm’ii 
then, inhabiting that Part of Scythia which lay upon 
the Ocean beyond the Fcnns of Mceotis , call’d ai 
prefent Tartary. They were a fierce lavage Pcoplt, 
ignorant of the ufe of Fire, feeding altogether^ 
Roots of Herbs, or fuch Flefli as was chafed betw«t 
their Thighs and their Horfes Sides j 
Houfes, wandring from Place to Place, 


without 


fpreadinjj 

themfelves fometimes on the Mountains, at other! 

defeending into the Vallies, and living like Brute 

on whom Nature through a Miftake had conferr’d 

human Shapes j from their Infancy accuftom’dti 

endure the Inconveniences of Cold and Hunger, 

having their Cheeks mangled as foon as they wen 

born to prevent Beards, in the want of which the 

refembled Eunuchs, but in Appearance were mol 

terrible and ghatlly. Their Cloaths were either 

Linncn, or the Skins of a fort of Mice, which the 

tack’d together, and . wore at home and abroad 

awake and afieep, without any Change, ’till the] 

dropp’d afunder. Their Legs were cover’d wit* 

Goat-skins, and their Feet with an ilMhapcn unfr 

fhionable Shoe, which cramp’d ’em up when the 

walk’d, and render’d ’em unfit for Foot-Service 

thcr 
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heir Genius inclining ’em more to the Horfe, in 
vhich manner of Engagements they excell’d,fighting 
ifually in Parties drawn up like Wedges ; quick in 
heir Onfets, diforderly in their Retreats, furious 
nd difcompos’d in their Purfuits, tho’ they always 
avoided attacking the Camp of the Enemy. Ha¬ 
ving no King they liv’d under no Government, fol¬ 
lowing the Conduct of their Nobility (if they had 
aoy fuch among ’em) whom they obey’d no longer 
than they thought fit. They were no more to be 
traded in Times of Peace than in War, beginning 
the one without any Provocation, and concluding 
the other without any Forecalt. They had no 
Senfe of Religion, nor that Child of Ignorance, 
Superltition, but liv’d in common with apromifeu- 
ousufeof Women, with whom they for the molt 
part coupled openly, or if at any time they retir’d, 
their Quivers were hung out to let their Neigh¬ 
bours know what they were doing, that they might 
meet with no Diflurbance. 

Thefe Hunm were near Neighbours to the Alani y 
who inhabited Scythia beyond fanais , a River by 
which Europe is feparated from Jfta - t like the Hums , 
and the reft of the Scythians , they wander’d up 
and down in their Waggons, never Tilling their 
Ground, but feeding on raw Flefh and Milk> they 
'drove their Cattle in great Herds before ’em, and 
When they were arriv’d at any pleaiknt Pallurage, 
with which the Country abounded, there they 
continu’d ’till it was all confum’d, and then they 
went forward with their moveable Cities, ’till they 
met with frelh Forage, accounting every Place they 
came at their native Home. A People impatient 
of Eafe, continually bufied in Wars a,nd Dangers, 
plteeming him only happy who dy’d in the Field, 
and reviling them ns idle and degenerate Perfons 
Whom any Accident had defray’d, or Age led 

M 3 down 
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down in Peace td the Grave. Ail their Religioi 
confifted in a naked Sword, which they duck fai 
into the Ground, and kMoffhipp’d under the Nam 
of Mars , the Great Proteftor of the Regions the 
inhabited ; in fnoft fefpe&s they refcmbled th 
Hums , only they appear’d to have been of a mor 
civiliz'd Conversation. They were faid to have 
lfrange Way of foretelling things to come* they lop 
a Bough from off A bearing Tree, which they cu 
into Several Pieces $ thefe Pieces they diftinguifti’i 
by certain Marks, throwing ’em at random upon 
white Linnen Garment * after which the Pried 
if it wafc a publick Concern, if not, the Mailer o 
the Houlhold,invoking the Deity they worfhipp’d 
took each Piece up in a Solemn manner thrice toge 
ther, and from the Coherence the Marks before® 
printed bore each to the other, they colledted thei 
Divination. The Name of Slavery was not know 
among ’em, being all accounted of Noble Birth 
and thofe Pcrfons had the Adminiftration of thei 


Affairs as their Officers and Judges, who were o 
mod Experience in the War*. 

Into the Territories of thefe People did th( 
Hums break with great Violence, and having 
fpoil’d the Country, and laid all wafte before ’em, 
they forc’d thofe of the Nation, who had out-liv’c 
their Cruelty, to enter into an Alliance with ’em, 
by which means having reinforc’d thcmfclves, the) 
fell with incredible Impetuofity upon the Golhirt 
Nations, aflauhing firft the Dominions of Erm- 


rich , or Ermawric , who tho’ a martial Prince, yet 
ftruck with Cofillcrnation at fo uncxpe&ed an At¬ 
tempt, put an end to his Troubles by a voluntary 
Death •, after this they fell upon Athanaric^ he 
who had afilfled Procopius in his late Ufurpation, 
who had rcfolv’d to Hand upon his Guard, and wa! 

prepar’d for a vigorous Refinance j but the Hums 

falling 
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falling upon him unawares, he was forc’d to fly to 
the Mountains, after he had loft fome of his Men* 
from whence he pafs’d in great Confternationdown 
to the j Pmitfoi where he rais’d Fortifications to 
defend himfelf from any farther Attempts. The 
fftaws, whofe great Booty render’d ’em incapable 
of any hfftty Purfuic, were in the mean time grown 
foterrible to the reft of the Go/A?,that they thought 
of removing from a Storm which they faw rolling 
irrefiftably upon ’em, and refolv’d upon Thrace , 
both for that it was a fertile Country, and was fe- 
parated by the tfler from thofq Tra&s which lay 
expos’d to the Fury of the Hunns. Having there¬ 
fore feiz’d- on the Banks of the Danube , under the 
Condy& of dlavivas, they fent their Orators to 
Vulensy by whom, in a mod fubmiflive manner, 
they begg’d leave to be admitted into Thrace , where 
they promis’d tO' live peaceably in Subje&io'- to the 
Empire, to whom they would be ready to fend 
Aid upon all Occasions. 

Tho’ the Rumour of thefe ftrange Commotions 
in the Northern Parts ought to have (truck all Men 
with Admiration, as well as Terror, yet they were 
at firft but little regarded at Court, which hitherto 
the Report of any Wars in thofe remote Regions 
could hardly reach before they bad been fimfli’d, 
and the Fear of ’em was over •, but when they faw 
the Ambafladors from theGe/A?, and knew the Sub- 
ftance of their Embaflie, all wife Men were fur- 
priz’d to hear fuch vaft Multitudes of Barbarians 
ihould hover about the Banks of the Ijler , driven 
out of the Country by People more barbarous than 
thcmfelves. And yet there wore not wanting fome 
Sycophants about the Pei Ton of the Emperor, who 
had the Impudence to flatter him, and extol his 
good Fortune upon this Occafion, which had un- 
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expectedly brought him a perpetual Supply of Sol¬ 
diers, with which he could be furnifh’d at his Plea, 
•fure out of Thrace^ and thereby fave the Expence 
of new Levies, to the no fmall Benefit of hisTrea* 
fury : The imaginary Profpect of this Advantage 
The Goth-; made him, without any farther Confideration, give 
admitttdir.- Order for their immediate Tranfportation, which 
to Thrace, was done with fo much Care and Diligence, as if 

it had been a Sin to leave any Perfon, who was to 
be concern’d in the Subverfion of the Roman Em¬ 
pire, behind : For feveral Nights and Days toge¬ 
ther, without any Intermiffion, did they come over 
in fuch Multitudes, that they, who were appoint¬ 
ed to fee the Bufinefs effected, were in no manner 
able to compute their Numbers, exceeding, faith 
Ammianus , the Sands upon the Libyan Shore. De- 
ftruCtion follow’d elofe upon their Heels, and 
fpread it felf like a Contagion, infeCting what it fed 
on. But what contributed as much as any thing 
to the Defoliations that follow’d foon after, was the 
Corruption and Infufficiency of the Governors 
commanding then in the Provinces, who by their 
Covetoufnefs bafely eluded the Emperor’s Orders, 
who had ordain’d that nonefhould be admitted’till 
they had been firft difarm’d j but thefe Officers, 
more intent upon their own private Gain and Sa¬ 
tisfaction, fuffer’d thcmfelves to be impos’d upon 
by the Barbarians, who corrupted ’em with Prefents 
of their fined; Women, moil beautiful Boys, and 
flouted; Slaves, and fo were permitted to come over 
arm’d as they thought fit themfelvcs. Eunap'm 
faith likewife, that the Emperor’s Intent was to 
have the Children of both Sexes firfl tranfported, 
who were to be difpos’d as Hodages throughout 
the Provinces of the Empire, and Pledges of their 
good Behaviour, which prudent Defign was un- 
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happily fruftrated by the mercenary Conduct of 
t hofe treacherous Officers. 

This memorable Paflage, which fo largely con¬ 
tributed to the Downfal of the Empire, happen’d 
when Valent^ the fifth time, and Valentinian were 
Confuls, in the laft Year of the 288th Olympiad, the 
m8thYear of Rome, and 28 Years after the fir 11 Di- 
vifion of the Empire, An Dom. 376. 
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CHAP. II. 

From the AdmiJJlon of the Goths ini 
Thrace, to the Death of Thcodofiu 

the Great. 



A.D. I-IT’s obfervable that a State fubfifts and flouriflic 
2^6, A no longer, than whilft it cultivates and im 

proves the Means to which it ow’d its Rife and Pro 
grefs. The fir ft Romans were plain, hearty am 
lincere, they went to the Wars with Honour, am 
return’d with Succefs, and their very Eneraic 
reap’d the Benefit of their Vi&ories as well as them 
felves} for their Virtue always protected tholi 
whom their Valour had fubdu’d. They fough 
for Dominion, but not for Tyranny, and choferi 
ther to be Lov’d than Fear’d > this made the Pro 


vinces chearful in their Submiffion, hearty in thei 

Contributions, and unwavering in their Obedience 

In a Word, it is not fo much to be admir’d, tha 

from fo fmall a Beginning they fhould rife to fuel 

a ftupendious Height, as that fo many Qualitit 

produdlive of a real Greatnefs fhould be found urn 

ted in one People, diffufing themfelves with ft 

exaft a Tenor throughout every Part, as to maki 

up the very Life and Being of the whole. How mud 

the Romans , who liv’d in the Age wc are now 

writing of, were fallen off from that Original Per 

feftion, I leave the Reader to imaginej they wen 

grown Effeminate, Faftious, Proud and Inconfide 

rate; the Court was become debauch’d, the Cam[ 

licentious, and the Commonalty obflinate and mtt 

tinous. 
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tinous; they were fo far from pufhing on to new 
Conqueftf, that they were not able to maintain and 
defend their Hereditary Acquifitions ; the Con- 
ftitudon was grown old and crazy, and had loft: fo 
much of its narural Vigour, that it muft in courfe 
have dropp’d of it felf, without receiving an Enemy 
into its Bowels, that cruelly fhook and tore it into 
Pieces; but as fome of her ancient Citizens chofe 
to provoke Death by a Sword or Poifon, rather 
than wait its lcifure under the Fatigues of a pain¬ 
ful lingring Diltemper; fo that State, grown old and 
infirm, may be faid to have chofen a violent Sub- 
verfion, rather than a natural Diflblution. 

As it was the greateft Piece of Madnefs to receive 
fomany Barbarians into the Heart of the Empire, 
fo it was an equal Madnefs to provoke and exafperate 
'tin after they had been admitted. Lupicinus and 
Maximus were at this time Commanders in Chief 
throughout Thrace, and by their pernicious Practi¬ 
ces haften’d the Ruin of their Country. The Bar¬ 
barians flood in want of all manner of Provifions, 
and being bitterly pinch’d with Hunger made 
their Applications to thefe Officers, who got all 
the Dogs they could "together, and exchang’d ’em 
for fo many Men,amonglt whom were the Sons of 
the firfl Nobility, whom with the reft they took 
for their Slaves; befides Lupicinus had dealt trea- 
cheroufly with them in fevcral Refpe&s, betraying 
hisTruft, and opprefling ’em upon every Occafion. 

Thefe Practices irritated a People, eafie enough to 
be provok’d, and made ’em catch at the firfl Opportu¬ 
nity they met with to be reveng’d, with which Lu- 
firims himfelf preferred ’em not long after. The 
Chief Captains of thefe People were Alavivus and 
Fritigem, Men of Courage and Refolution, who 
tad formerly atted with much Vigour and Animo- 

tay a gain ft the Empire: Thefe Commanders /.«/>/- 

cinus 
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cinus invited to Dinner at Marciawpolis , where hi 
then refided; and left the ordinary fort at the firm 
time fhould prcls upon him for Provifions, ofwhicl 
they flood in great need, he order’d the Guard tt 
keep ’em oft from the Gates of the City, whithei 
they defir’d to be admitted as Friends to buy then: 
Neceffiries; betwixt thefe People and the Romm 
tlicrc happen’d a fharp Difpute, in which the Ro¬ 
mans were flain and flopp’d by the Barbarians, hi- 
ficinus was no fooner acquainted with it, but he 
caus’d all the Attendants, waiting upon the two 
Princes, in themidft of their Mirth to be murder’d, 
of which when they without the Walls were in¬ 
form’d, they fell into a great Rage, vowing all man¬ 
ner of Revenge, concluding their Kings would be 
detain’d Prifoners by the Govcrnour. Of this Fri- 
tigern, who indeed was afraid he fliould be feeur’d 
as an Hoftage, made a good ufc* for. he earneflly 
prefs’d to bedifmifs’d, that he might compofc and pa¬ 
cific his Soldiers, whereupon he wasdifeharg’d toge¬ 
ther with Alavivns ; for by this time Lupicinus wasfo 
overcharg’d with Wine that he knew not what he 
did j whilfl they made haftc to their Countrymen, 
to whom they came unexpected, and were receiv’d 
wich great Joy and Satisfaction. This Advantage 
they all agreed to improve, and confulted together 
how they might beft raife a War, and be reveng'd 
upon the Romans. They were prefently join’d by 
all the Gothick Nations, who fell with great Fury 

upon the Country, wafting all with Fire and Sword, 
Lupicinus , alarm’d at fo dangerous an Infurrcftion, 
march’d out ngainft ’em with more Fury than Di- 
feretion, and drew up his Army with a Rcfolution 
to engage theBarbarians, who, watching their Op- 
Th: Ro- porrunity, attack’d the Romans with much Bravery, 
mans th- cutting moil of them off together with their Com- 
ft-.vtd t>y man( j c ,<; whilft the General with great Piccipiu- 

hjf Gulii*. ^ 
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tion fled back into the City. This Defeat was at¬ 
tended with a greater Mifchief, for the Barbarians 
were hereby fupply’d with Roman Arms, and ra¬ 
vag’d the Country round about without any Oppo- 
finon. And as great Armies very often occafion a 
Famine and Peftilence, fo at this time both the one 
and the other rag’d very violently in many Parts of 

the Empire. 

Thefe Advantages made the Goths more bold and ^ jy 
outragious, for not content to be Matters of the i i -~. 
Field, they went and laid Siege to / Idfismople , be- iLy be 
ing fome time before join'd by a Body of Forets un -fee iv\x\ 
der the Conduit of Sueridus and Co lias, two Princes Eno F :e - 
of their own Nation, who with their Troops had 
been long fxncc admitted by the Emperor, and ap¬ 
pointed to quarter near that City 5. and laying hold 
of this Opportunity, were, upon ionic imall Provo¬ 
cations receiv’d from the Townfmcn, rdolv’d to run 
the Fortune of their Countrymen. They had not 
been long before the Town, before they found the 
Difficulty of their Undertaking, and were advis’d 
by lritigem to quit the Siege, and content rhemfelves 
with the Plunder of the wealthy Province, where 
they were like to meet with no Oppofition, and 
which would turn more to their Advantage than a 
War with Walls. Leaving therefore afufficient Force 
to block up the Town, they rang’d all over Thrace, 
growing daily ftronger by the Accefllon of frefh 
Numbers that Came in to them. By this means the 
Province was reduc’d to a moll: milerable Conditi¬ 
on, for they fpar’d neither Sex nor Age, plucking 
the Infants from their Mothers Brcalls, whowhillt 
they were lamenting the Death of their Husbands 
faw their Children murder’d before their Faces. 

What the Sword had fpar’d the Fire deftroy’d,and 
they feem’d the molt mifcrable, whom Fortune, noc 

the 
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the Mercy of the Barbarians, had permitted todic 
laft. 

All this while Falens was at Antioch, intent upon 
the King of Perjia's Dcfigns, and as narrowly ob- 
ferv’d by him. Upon his firft Notice of thefedan- 
gerous Commotion*, he was at a lofs what Courfe 
to take* he lent away Fittor, General of thcHorfe, 
to compofe Matters in the beft manner he could with 
the Perfians $ and refolvingto remove to Conftantm- 
fie , he fent Profuturus and Trajan , two of his Gti 
nerals, before him. They were Men of more Am* 
bition than Conduct, for inftead of endeavouring 
by Stratagem to cut off and ftarve fueh Multitudes 
of Men that fill’d the Mountains and cover’d allthe 
Vallies, they inconfiderately engag’d ’em to their 
own Coft, depending too much upon the Legions 
drawn out of Armenia, , who indeed were good Sob 
diers,but unable to make head ngain-ft fiach Sw&m$ 
of the Enemyj at length they drove ’em up beyond 
■the Mountain of Htemus, where they fei.z’d upon 
all the Pafles, hoping to block ’em up, and de&roy 
’em by Famine, at lead; ’till the Pamomm and Fwfi 
alpine Auxiliaries could join ’em, who had Ordcrc 
from Gratian to march, under the Conduct of Frir 
geride , to their A Alliance. Gratian at the fame time 
fent Rkhomeres with fame Forces out of Gaul , bur 
the Soldiers deferred in great Numbers as they were 
upon the March,foliicited to ir, as it was reported, 
by Merobaudes , who was afraid fo ftrong a Detach¬ 
ment would leave the Borders too much expos’d. 
So that Rkhomeres join’d with Profuturus and 
jan , but to little or no eflfeft; for Frigeride was feit’d 
with the Gout, or, as his Enemies would have it 
believ’d, pretended Sicknefs, and kept himfclf out 
of Danger} tho’ his eminent Services not long after 
leave little room for fuch a Sulpioion. 

Rkhf 
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ftichomem having join'd Profaturus and irajan % 
tic Army march’d to a Place call’d Salices , where 
fie Enemy then lay. Here both Parties engag’d, 
md fought with fo much Obftinacy, that Night 
[loneputanendtotheControverfie, and the Romans 
etir’d, after theLof* of a great many Men,t oM*r~ 
imfe\ tho’ it is not eafie to determine who had 
he better of the Day, for the Enemy kept them- 
Hvts clofe feven Days together among the Carria- 
ys ? not daring to ftir out, or purfue the Romans in 
;hfiir Retreat, ’till they had allur’d the Huns and 
rfto to join with them > and then like a mighty 
flood they bore down all before them, fpreading 
[kmfelves over all the Coaft of fFbrace^ as far as 
from the Ifier to the Mountain Rhodope , devouring 
like a Plague all they met, and fcattering Deilru&i- 
m on every fide. At a Place call’d Dib&ltum they a Roman 
1:11 upon Barz.immS', Tribune of the Scutarii, who if £"» cuX 
liras encamp’d -there with his own Legion, and feve- 
rial other Parties of Foot* Bmzimem was an old ex¬ 
perienc’d Commander, and knew well enough the 
Danger he was in, and therefore drawing his Men 
up into a clofe Body, he endeavour’d to force his 
Way through the Enemies Squadrons, and main¬ 
tain'd the Fight fo long that he defbroy’d a great 
Number of the Barbarians, but was at length over¬ 
power’d with frelh Supplies,and cut in pieces toge¬ 
ther with the whole Party. Animated by this Ad¬ 
vantage, which had coll ’em very dear, they went 
n quell of Fngeride , who was now come by the 
Emperor’s Order into Thrace, and was polled near 
Berea. He was too cautious to hazard his Army 
igainft an Fnemy that fucceeded him lb much in 
Numbers of Men, and therefore drew over the 
Mountains into lllyricum •, but in his Retreat met 
with an Adventure with which he was much eleva- 
t£ d. He fell in with Farnobius , one of the Gothick 

Cap- 
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ji party ^Captains, who was at the Head of a confiderabli 
the Garbs 0 o£ jy of Troops, whom he engaged and defeated 

e Mtei ‘ killing the Commander upon the Spot,together witl 

the reft of his Armyj except fome who cry’d 011 
for Quarter 5 them in Pity he fpar’d, difpofing 0! 
’em about Mutinn Rhegium , and Parma in Ittth 
where they were employ’d in the Tillage of thl 
Ground. 

A. D. Whilft Thrace was thus cruelly infefted by the 

37S. Goths , other Parts of the Empire labour’d under thi 

fame Calamities j for the whole Body of the Qtt. 
man Nation, knowing the greateft Part of the Ini' 
perial Forces were march’d into lllyricHm , whithei 
the Emperor Grattan was preparing to follow,they, 
IheGtr- to the Number of forty thoufand, or upwards, 
mans up pafs’d over the Rhine upon the Ice, and broke intd 
in. Arms, t f lc Borders of Gaul. Gratian hereupon recall’d the 

Troops he had order’d to march into Pannom, arid 
at Argentaria , call’d at prefent Colmar in 

are Jefent- g ave lhe Germans fo entire a Defeat, that not above 
<td. five thoufand efcap’d ; among the reft, Priarius,N 

Priamus\ their King, the chief Promoter of the War, 
was flain. 

Gratian was highly pleas’d with this Succelif 
which redounded much to his Reputation j and now 
his Thoughts were bent towards the Raft, whither 
he was rcfolv’d to march inPerfon to the Aftiftance 
of his Uncle Falens: But that he might leave no 
Enemy, capable of making any Difturbance in his 
Abfence, behind him, he had a Mind fir ft to punill) 
the Lentienfes , a People of Germany bordering upon 
Rhtetia , who broke the League, and gave a Begin¬ 
ning to thelatc War. He therefore march’d his Ar¬ 
my over the Rhine with all the Secrefie imaginable) 
intending by Surprize if poflible to conquer, or ex¬ 
tirpate fo inconftanc and faithlds a People. The 

Lentienfes , being inform’d of his 1'uJdcn Approach) 

w ere 
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V ere in a great Confternation what to do j after a 
fliort Deliberation they remov’d with their Families, 
and whatever elfe they could bear off with them; 
into theMountains, where they fortify’d themfelves 
with great Precipitatioh,refolving to makegood the 
Place at the Hazard of their Lives. Hither Gratian 
follow’d ’em, and finding upon Tryal that they were 
not eafily to be remov’d, he block’d ’em up, and 
forefolv’d by degrees to ftarve ’em. Of this the 
Germans were quickly fenfible, and therefore they 
broke up without much Concern, and remov’d to 
other Mountains, higher and more inacceffible than 
theforrrter. They were no fooner gone, but Gratian 
mov’d after ’em, and endeavouring to discover the 
Pafles that led to theTop of the Hills, he gave’em 
toundcrftand what they were to expedfc from him; 

They imagin’d by this his obftinate Refolution, that 
nothing would fatisfie him but their Deftruftion ; 
whereupon' they furrender’d themfelves, and in a 
very fubmiffive manner begg’d his Pardon, which 
was : granted them upon Condition they deliver’d 
up their Youth, who ferv’d to recruit the Roman 
Army. By this laft Advantage the Weftcrn Nations 
were retrain'd for the prelent, and now Gratian 
was at leifure to purfue his intended Expedition into 
the Eafb, whither the Fame of his late Exploits had 
flown before him. He had indeed gain’d much upon 
his Subjects by his generous Carriage, being a Youth 
of great Hopes, well difpos’d, eloquent, courteous^ 
and liberal. 


Having fettled all his Affairs in Gaul', he began Gr.nian 
his March, and mov’d with great Expedition by h “ t 
Launacum , call’d at prefent Lork, to the Afii(lance^ ;e Ea ,i 
of his Uncle. In the mean time, whilft Frigeride 
was behaving himfclf with great Prudence and Cau- 
lion, and fortifying the Streights of Sued, a Place 
of the greateft Importance, lie was unaccountably 
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difoitfs'd from his Employment, at a Seafon whtu 
fiich a Man ought to have been courted to the Ser : 
vice, and been entrufted in the higheft Commands, 
This was a great Lofs to the Army, and was aggra¬ 
vated by the Inabilities of Maurus who fucceedcd 
him, being a Man of a quite contrary Temper, raft, 
fiillen, and inconftant. 

Falens was by this time arriv’d at Conjlantmpl t, 
where he difebarg’d Trajan from any farther Ser¬ 
vice, and made Ssbajiian General of the Foot. He 
wasabrave experienc’d Commander, bred up inthe 
Army, to which his Inclinations led him, from his 
Youth ; and was now detach’d by the Emperor, with 
a good Body of Forces under his Command, agaitj 
the Barbarians, lying then with a great Booty about 
Rereea and Ntcopnlii. At Jdriample he refrelh’d his 
Men, and 1 Ailing out the next Day, he fell undift 
cover’d upon a Party of the Goths \ who without auy 
ApprehenGons of an Enemy were roving about the 
River Hebrusy whom in great Numbers he kill’d, and 
recover’d their Plunder. Fritigern was much per¬ 
plex’d at this unexpected Defeat, and fearing left the 
reft of bis Countrymen, roving about the Country, 
fhould fall into Sebaflian' s Hands, he gave ’em Or¬ 
ders to join him with all Speed, and march’d to* 
wards the Coafts of Cabyle. 

During thefe Occurrences in 7 'brace, Gratm had 
inform'd his Uncle of the Succefs of his Arms againft 
the Germans , and was by this time come to Sirm- 
um , where he Hay’d four Days to refrefti his Army ( 
and then proceeded along the Danube to a Fort 
call’d Caflra Martisy having in his March loft forM 
of his Men through the hidden Incurfions of the 
Barbarians, and being himfelf affliCed all the while 
by an Ague. 

Falens by this time began to think his own Re- 
putation eclips’d by that of his young Nephew, and 

there- 
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therefore rcfoiv’d to do fomething that might equal 
his Exploits againft the Germans. This Emulation, 
had it been rightly conceiv’d, might have been of 
great Ufe to the phblick Affairs, but it made Valens 
hafty apd ungovernable, and thereby haften’d his 
Deftru&ion. He defir’d to enjoy without a Rival 
the Glory of a Victory, which he could not obtain 
without an Affiftant. Marching therefore from 
UtUnthm, an Imperial Town, he encamp’d with 
his Army near Jdrianople, where he was prefented 
with Letters from his Nephew Gratian , in which he 
earneftly prefs’d him not to hazard a Battel 'till he 
had join’d him, nor make that Vi&ory doubtful. 

Which the Conjunftion of their Forces would ren¬ 
der indifpufable. In a Council of War, which was 
immediately call’d, fotne advis’d him to fight with¬ 
out delay, among# whom was Sebajlian , General of 
tfce Foot, but Vi&or , who commanded the Horfe, 
add was a V/ary prudent Officer, advis’d him by all 
means to ftay for his Collegue, and the Acccffion of 
the Gallick Troops, which would make him an equal 
Match for the Enemy. 

Some fay Fritigem at the fame time folliciced him 
to a Peace, offering to accept of it upon very reasona¬ 
ble Conditions, which his Officers advis’d him by 
>11 means to embrace 5 remonfirating to him, that 
M honourable and certain Peace was always to be 
preferr'd to an uncertain Viftory. NotwichHanding 
>11 which Confiderations he was obftinate to fight, 
perfuaded to it by his Flatterers, who told him he 
‘would thereby prevent the Honour his Nephew would 
fare with him in the Engagement , and wear the Lau¬ 
rel alone. So that having fent all the Baggage into 
Airi ample ^ he order’d the Army to march, and a- 
bout Noon the Enemy was difeover’d preparing to 
fight 5 hereupon the Roman Officers drew up their 
Army in Order of Battel. Some of the Enemy that 

N z lay 
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lay farther off with AUtheus arid Saffaces Pent to the 
Emperor, and pretended to defire Peace : He re¬ 
ceiv’d ’em with much Indignation, requiring th( 
chiefeft among ’em ,to be deliver’d up as Hoflagei] 
but they protra&ed the Time as long as they could 
’till their Horfe was arriv’d, which they hourly ex¬ 
pedited j befides, they defign’d by their Delay tc 
tire out the Romms with the Heat of the Seafon, 
which was very much increas’d by the Multitude 
of Fires they had for that purpofe kindled through 
out the Country. 

In the mean time Fvitigern , farther to amufe th< 
Emperor, promis’d by a Meffenger to bring all hi 
Forces over to him, together with Neceffaries foi 
the Army, of which they then flood in great need, 
but requir’d that fome Noblemen might be fentai 
Hoftages to him. The Meffage was very accepta¬ 
ble to Valerts^ who propos’d EquitiuSy. a Tribune and 
his own Relation, to be one of the Hoftages; bui 
he refus’d the Employmenr, having experienc’d thi 
Severity of the Barbarians when detain’d Prifonei 
among ’em, from whom he lately made his Efcape 
Upon this Ricbomcrcs , like a Man of Courage ant 
Refolution, voluntarily offer’d himfelf to go ; bin 
as they were conducing him to the Enemies Camp 
a Party of Archers and others, under theCommant 
of Bactirius an Iberian , and one Cajffio , impatient t( 
be in Adlion, fell upon the Goths., and gave ai 
unlucky Beginning to the War : For by this mean 
Richomeres his Dcfign was frullrated, and the Go 
thick Horfe having join’d the reft of the Army,the] 
came rolling like a Torrent down the Mountains 
and with an impetuous Force overwhelm’d all thai 
flood in their way. The Romms were overpow¬ 
er’d at the firft Onler, and fell in great Numbers 
however they made a very vigorous Refillance, anc 
werc.rcfolv’d to fell their Lives at as dear a Rate a! 

they 
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they could; never was Battel fought with more 
obftinate Refolution, where Death, like a raging 
irrefiltible Flame, firft caught hold on thofe who 
turn’d it loofe, and then enlarg’d and extended it 
(elf on every fide with implacable Fury. The Left 
Wing of the Roman Army pierc’d through to the 
Enemy’s Carriages, and had undoubtedly done great 
Execution had they been fupported by frelh 
Troops j but being deferred by the reft of the 
Horle, who were broken at the firft Shock, the 
Barbarians fell like a mighty Tower upon ’em, and 
crulh’d ’em in a Moment by this means the Foot 
were left naked, and expos’d to the Enemies Wea¬ 
pons, who furrounding ’em on every fide did very 
great Execution. The Romans fought like Men in 
Defpair, and feem’d to contemn that Death they 
found unavoidable ■, the. Barbarians behav’d them- 
felves with equal Bravery, encourag’d with the 
Profpeft of a Victory which they began to think 
indifputablc. They ow’d the Fortune of the Day 
not fo much to their own Valour, as the Advantage 
of their Numbers, which made ’em infenfible of 
the Lofs of Multitudes of their Countrymen, who 
lay fcarter’d o’er the Field, gnawing the Earth, and 
rolling their Eyes in Death, which for thatReafon 
only was unwelcome, becaufe it took from ’em the 
means of Revenge. Through this Obftinacy on 
both Sides the Plain became cover’d with Heaps 
of dead Bodies, and the heavy Groans and Lamen¬ 
tations of them that were dying filenc’d theShou>s 
and Acclamations of thofe who ltill continu’d fight¬ 
ing. After th c Roman Foot had done all that Men 9 Tl’fRoman 
whofe native Courage was embolden’d by Defpair, 
could pretend to do, and had refilled an Ene- 
my, ’till at laft they found him to be irrefiltible, 
they betook thcmfclves to Flight, but were clofe- 
ly follow’d by the Barbarians, who appear’d as 

N 3 obfti- 
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obftinate in the Purfuit as they had been before ii 
the Fight, fparing none that yielded, but quittioj 
all thofe that made Refiftance. On the onefideth 
Remans were hinder’d in their Flight by Multitude 
of dead Bodies filling up the Ways, on the o 
ther they were favour’d by the Darknefs of th 
Night, which now was coming on upon ’em 
When the Emperor perceiv’d to which Side th 
Fortune of the Day inclin’d, and that the Relid 
of his Army were quitting the Field to his vido 
rious Enemy, he fled in great Confternation to th 
Lanceariiy who had hitherto flood the Shock with 
out giving the leaft Ground which Trajan , whi 
was lately reftor’d to a Command in the Army 
obferving, he cry’d out, That the Emperor , defers 
by his Guards , would unavoidably be loft unle/s h 
was inftantly refeu'd ; whereupon Victor went ii 
hafte for a Body of Batavians , who had beei 
plac’d as a Referve for the Relief of the Prince 
but by this time were either flain or fled. Thu 
Valens was left expos’d to the Fury of the Enemy 
jforfaken rather by Fortune, than deferted by hi 
Soldiers, whom the Barbarians over-power’d rathe 
than conquer’d. Thofe Officers that were left a 
bout him prefs’d him earneftly to fly for his Safety 
and referve himfelf for better Times, and the goo< 
of the Common-wealth, having provided him witl 
Horfes accordingly, that would convey him fper 
dily out of Danger : But he thought it bencatf 
his Dignity to out live fo great a Lofs, and there 
valcm fore was flain by the Barbarians, together with fe' 
fim. vcra l of his Followers, who in Heaps fell o’er him 

covering his Body inftead of a Monument. Thii 
Account of his Death we have from Jmmiams 
and Libanius in his Oration to Theodofius ; tho’ othei 
Hiflorians affirm he did not die upon the Spot, btii 
being wounded in the Field fled with fomc of his 

Fol- 
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Followers to a Countryman’s Houfe hard by, which 
they made good for fome time againft the Barba¬ 
rians, who, ignorant of the Quality of the Perfon, 
jnd more intent upon the Profpeft of a greater 
Booty, fet Fire to the Houfe, in the Flames of 
which the unhappy Emperor was confum’d. All 
Authors agree he ow’d his Ruin to his own Ob- 
ilinacy, engaging with the Enemy in Envy to the 
Virtues of his Nephew Gratian , contrary to the 
Rules of Prudence, and the Advice of his rnoft ex¬ 
perienc’d Captains. Some fay he receiv’d the Goths 
into the Roman Pale out of a Difguft to Gratian , 
who, when Valentinian had been chofen Emperor 
without acquainting either of them with it, bad 
confirm’d the Election without his Advice, and 
fhar’d the Empire with him , to this may be ad¬ 
ded, the Difagreement that was between ’em in 
Matters relating to Religion j for Valens had from 
the beginning openly efpous’d the Arian Party, 
whereas Gratian was a great Favourer of the Ortho¬ 
dox ProfefFors. 

With the Emperor fell near two Thirds of the 
Army, and among ’em feveral eminent Pcrfons, fuch 
as Trajan and Sehaftian , two principal Commanders, 

Valerian and Equitius, one Mafter of the Horfe, the 
other great Steward of the Houfhold, tho’ none 
was more lamented than Potentius , a young Gentle¬ 
man of extraordinary Hopes, highly efteem’d for 
his own Merits, and reverenc’d in Honour to the 
Memory of his Father Urficinus. This great Over¬ 
throw, faid to bccqual’d by none but that afCanna-, 
happen’d on the pth of Auguft, A. D. 378, in the 
fixth Confulfhip of Valens and of Valentinian , after 
Valens had reign’d fourteen Years and four Months, 
and had liv’d near fifty. 

The Chara&er Heathen Authors have left us of tin elm- 
him is agreeable to what wc have already related raihr. 
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concerning him ; butEccIefiaftical Writers are mon 

fevere againft him, and term his Death a ju( 
Judgment from Hcav’n for the many Perfecution 
he had rais’d againft the Faithful, and the grea 
Encouragement he gave to that abominable Herefu 
of Jrius , which flourifh’d and encreas’d more ii 
his Reign than under any of his Predeceftors. h 
fomc Refpefts he was like his Brother, for he \n 
very cautious of preferring his Relations, and i 
rigorous Exadter both of Civil and Military Dilci 
pline. He was like wife a watchful Guardian o 
the Provinces, to whom he was as afFedliojiate ir 
his Care, as he could be to his own Family. Hi 
had one very commendable Quality, for he nevei 
conferr’d an Eftate upon his begging Courtier 
before he who had a 1 itle to it had time allow’t 
him to plead his Right, and defend himfelf; ant 
whenever upon Tryal it appear’d he might law 
fully difpofe of ic, he never gave it all to him tha 
begg’d it, but made him fharc it with fome other 
that were abfent, and by fuch Difappointmem 
check’d the Importunity of thofe who flood watch 
ing for other Mens Wealth ; tho’ he himfelf wash 
intemperatcly covetous of Riches, that his rigorou: 
and almoft daily Confifcations made his Govemmen: 
intolerable. He was of a ciownifh furly Temper 
which in a great meafure may be charg’d upon hr 
want of Education, being brought up in his Voutl 
neither to the Study of Arms, nor the liberal Sci¬ 
ences. He was fo jealous of his Authority, tliai 
the lead Sufpicion of Treafon made him cruel anc 
inexorable, and his Ears were open continually tt 
all manner of Accufations, which gain’d him but a 
few Friends, tho’ where-ever he profefs’d a Friend- 
(hip himfelf he was firm and faithful. His warn 
of Breeding made him rude and abufivc, his Jca- 

loufic made him cholerick and partial, und his wani 
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ofMerit envious and detra&ing; the la ft of which, 
the mod unbecoming a Prince, threw him upon 
imprudent Courfes, and, as we obferv’d before, 
brought him to an untimely End. 


II. The Day after the Fight the Goths, inform’d TwCmlis. 
byfome Fugitives that Valcns had left many Per- A - 
I'ons of Quality behind in Adriano pic, where like- dl ' 3I!0 ^ tf ' 
wife the Imperial Treafure was lodg’d, march’d 
with great Expedition thither, and laid Siege to 
the City, by which means they prevented fcveral, 
who had efcap’d the Battel, from getting into the 
Town; whereupon three hundred of’em went in 
a Body over to the Barbarians, who cut ’em all in 
pieces, and by that imprudent Severity prevented 
the like Treachery for the future. After they 
had for feveral times affaulted the Town with much 
Vigour, and were as vigorouily repuls’d by the In¬ 
habitants, they at firlt endeavour’d by Letters full 
of Threats to perfuade the Defendants to lurren- 
der, who anfwer’d ’em with much Indignation; 
then they attempted to feize on that by Fraud, 
which they could not obtain by Force, and encou¬ 
rag'd certain Fugitives to pretend they had made 
an Efcapc from the Befiegers, and thereby gain 
Admittance into the Town, which they were to 
fh on Fire in fomc convenient Place ; which whilll 


in extinguishing. 


the 


d)c Defendants were bufie 

Barbarians might fcale the Walls with greater Eafe, 
and lo become Mullers of the Place. Thele Fugitives 
came accordingly to the Trenches, wherewith their 
Hands ftrctch’d out, they dcllr’d of the Romans to 
admitted, who without Sulpicion of any T'rca- 
cliciy open’d the Gate and took ’em in; but when 
day came to be examin’d about the Enemy’s De- 
J'kns they clifagreed in their Anlwcrs, which made 
ani lulptdlcd; apd being put to the Rack they 

con- 




confefs’d the whole Matter, and loft their Headsfo 
their Treafon. The Goths being by this Difcovc 
iy deceiv’d of their Expe&arion, renew’d the At 
tack with Minds harden’d againft Death and Dan 
ger, thinking by the Superiority of Numbers tod 
the Bufinefsj but in this the Romans had the Ad 
vantage, that whatever they difcharg’d at ’em dii 
fome Execution. This Attack was fhortly after 
at the Inftigation of their Officers, feconded by a 
Bother, which they carry’d on with equal Obfti 
nacy, but were again repuls’d by the Romans , am 
forc’d to retire towards the Evening with greatLofs 
fretting at their Succefs, and upbraiding each othe 
for afting contrary to Fritigern's Advice, who b] 
They rai/e all Motives defir’d them to avoid Sieges ; fo that the; 
the siege, broke U p t j, e ncX t Day, and march’d towards Perm 

; Pe r /to, which they refolv’d to feizej but ftill feelinj 
thus; the rough Entertainment they met with befor 

Jdrianople , they had not the Courage to approacl 
the Walls, but wafted that fertile Country on eve 
ry fide) and fo dividing the Army into four Bo 
dies, for fear of a Surprize, they mov’d toward 

from thinceC° K ft a>lt i no pl e i promifing themfelves nothing lei 
to Conftan- than the Pofieffion of the great Wealth they kncv 
tinople. t0 be in the City. 

Some time before the Death of Valens^ the San 
racens in the Eaft, encourag’d perhaps by the Sue 
cefs the Goths met with in Thrace , in Defiance o 
a Truce concluded between the Emperor and thei 
Prince, who was lately dead, by which means tin 
Truce was expir’d, role up in Arms, and under thi 
Conduft of MavtH) Widow to the deceas’d, i 
Woman of Mafculinc Courage, furpriz’d the Town 
fituate on the Frontiers of Palcjline and Arab 
and in fevcral Encounters worfted the Roman Ar 


my, and thereby oblig’d the Emperor to grant Vn 

an Honourable Peace) one of the Principal Am 
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lies of which was, that the Queen, who had lately 
cceiv’d the Light of the Gofpel, might have a 
:errain Hermit call’d Mofes , renown’d for his Vir- 
ues, and the Miracles God wrought by his Hands, 
lent to her to convert and inftrud her Subjedts in 
; he fame Religion. Mofes was fent accordingly, 
ind was fo fuccefsful in his Million, that great 
ultitudes of People, who never before heard of 
hriftionicy or the Gofpel, where enlighten’d by the 
oly Ghofl, and embrac’d the Faith. A great 
arty from this Nation were now fent by the Queen 
:o defend Conftantinople , and being more dextrous 
in bidden Onfets than regular Engagements, they 
iffii’d out, and fell fuddenly upon the Goths as they 
ere facing the City. After a hot Difpute for fome 
:ime they parted upon equal Terms, tho’ the Goths 
I'cre much terrify’d at an Action they obferv’d in 
me of the Saracens . A Man whofe Hair hung in a Jlnmge 
great length behind him, and who was naked all Action of a 
[over hu Body except his Privy Parts, ran with Siracea- 
m hideous Noife into the midft of the Goths , and 
killing one of ’em, fet his Mouth to the Wound 
tnd luck’d his Blood j tho’ this was a cuftomary 
thing with them of that Nation, as appears from 
the Teftimony of feveral Authors, yet the Barbari-. 
ins were fo furpriz’d at fuch a prodigious Adtion, 
that they began to refledt on the Potture of their 
Affairs, and march’d with more Circumfpedkion. 

Obferving the large Compafs of the Walls, the 
Strength of the Place, and great Numbers of it’s In- 
habitants, they decamp’d in the Night,and march’d 


Northward as far as the Julian Alps-, having loft 


more Men than they deftroy’d in this bold At- 


tempt, which prov’d more Fatal to fome of their 
Countrymen than themlelvesj for the Noife of 

their Devaftations throughout 'Thraco were no foon- 
tr reported in the Eaft, but all the Provinces were 
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in a great Confirmation, expe&ihg the Storm woul 
prefently be at their own Doors, by reafon ofth 
great Multitudes of Goths which were then quai 
ter’d in the fevcral Forrs and Cities of thofe Pan 
tho’ under the Command of Roman Officers, wh 
they made no doubt would readily rife andjoi 
with their Countrymen, fhould they in the Courl 
of their Rovings move that way; but Julius , whi 
commanded in the Eaft as General of the Rmt 
Armies, enter’d upon a fafe and wholefome, but 
fevere and bloody Courle, to prevent any Dangt 
All the that might arife from ’em. By Letters fent fecret 

Goths put\y t0 their Officers, he order’d ’em all to bcdrawi 

-“out in the Fields adjoining to their rel'pe&ive Quar 

m e ters at one aBC j t p, e f ame time, under a Pretence o 

receiving their Pay, and to be all put to the Sword 
This prudent Counfel was put in Execution with 
out any Noife or Delay, and the Eaftern Province 
were thereby deliver’d from thofe great Dangers 
they had jult reafon to apprehend. Gratian being 
inform’d of his Uncle’s Death, and the great Loll 
the Romans had fuftain’d in the late Battel, went 
prefently to Sirmium , there ro take fuch Meafures 
and follow fuch Councils as the Neceffiry of hit 
Affairs fuggefted to him} and being join’d by all 
rhe Forces he could raife, he march’d througfi 
Pannonia , Myfia , and Thrace, and arriv’d at C» 
ftantinople , where confidering with himfclf how 
many brave Officers the prefent War had deftroy’d, 
and how much he flood in need of an able and 
faithful General, he pitch’d upon Tbeodofius , the 
Son of him who commanded with fo much Sue- 


eel's firfc here in Britain , and afterwards in /Jfi'ick. 
He was a Perfon of great Abilities in Matters rela¬ 
ting to the War, and no Id's capable of managing 
State Affairs, and governing in 'l imes of Peace, ot 
all which he had given extraordinary Proofs, the 1 
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ipon the Account of fome Faction in Spain, his 
m Country, he was at prefent laid afide, and led 
i private retir’d Life. Him Grattan immediately 
^ for, and in the mean time nam’d Aufonius and 
Mrius Confuls for the Year enfuing. Aufonius 
pas a Native of Bourdeaux , had been the Emperor’s 
Tutor, and was one of the molt famous Poets of 
Us Time} tho’ he fell fhort of that Beauty and 
Purity in his Writings, which fo evidently diftin- 
guifh thofe of the Auguftean Age. 

Theodofius , in Obedience to the Emperor, arri- 
ted at Court, and had Orders to command in the 
Eaft; and fome fay, that he immediately thereupon 
enter’d into Adtion with the Barbarians, and obtain’d 
i memorable Vidtory over ’em: This is not very 
probable, if we confider the Silence of the ancient 
Writers in this Particular,and that within a MonrhTnEobo 
after, being with Gratian at Sirmium , he was de- SIL ’ 
elar’d by him his Collegue in the Empire. 

For Gratian obferving the Neceffities to which 
the State was reduc’d, and the imminent Dangers 
that threaten’d the Empire,, how the Goths on one 
fide continu’d to infeft it, and were raging in rhe 
very Bowels of it 5 how on the other the Germans , 
taking the Advancage of his Abfence, were again up 
in Arms, and were making Work enough for hint 
in Gaul, he willingly inclin’d to chc Advice of thofe 
who perfuaded him to admit of ’theodofius for his 
Partner in the Supream Power. Whereupon fum- 
moning the Nobility together, he addrcfs’d himfelf 
in a Speech to theodofius , and told him he had re¬ 
viv'd to commit the Care of the Baft to his Charge. 

Theodofius thank’d him, in a model!: Anfwer, for the 
great Honour he intended him, but cndeavoui’d to 
excufe himfelf, declaring the Burden to be greater 
than he was able to undergo. However Gratian 
Hill peifilled in his Dcfign, and fo theodofius was 

declar’d 
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declar’d Emperor on the itfth of January, -when fa 
was thirty tnree Years old, A. D. 379. Aufonius an 
Qlibrius being Confuls. 

After Grattan had taken this Order for the Set 
tlctnent and Security of the Eaft, he left Sirnim 
in order to return to Gaul, into which he heard th 
Germans , having broken through the Borders, wen 
lately fallen. He march’d therefore towards it witl 
all Expedition, and at Milan publifhed an Edift 
forbidding any under the fevered: Penalties to hat 
bour or conceal thofe who deferred their Colours 
a thing at that time very much in Pra&ice. Fran 
Milan he proceeded on his Progrefs through Rk 
tin, and vifited the Sequant and Germania Prim, 
and by little more than his Appearance in thofe Parc 
retrain'd the Motions of the Germans , and fettlinj 
the Affairs of that Country he return’d to Trim 
having much about this time iflu’d out anotha 
Edi& forbidding Hereticks to form any publicl 
Affemblics throughout the Empire. 

Grattan being departed from Sirmium , fbeoioftt, 
remov’d to TheJJalonica, where he gain’d very mud 
upon the Minds of the People, through the ealii 
Accefs to his Perfon, and his obliging Carriage t< 
thofe who had any Bufinels with him, relating et 
ther to the Publick or their own private Concern 
Here he began his firft Preparations againft the Gttk 
who having in frefh Numbers pafs’d tbe Ifier grew 
very burdenfome to the Provinces. They wen 
grown fo numerous in Thrace , all which they M 
by this time over-run, that the Roman Forces difpo 
fed in Garrifons throughout the Country, dat’d not 
fo much as look abroad, much lefs to come to any 
Engagement in the open Field. Here our bet 
Guide, Ammiams , has left us, who concluded 
Hiftory prcfcntly after the Death of Patens 5 ano¬ 
ther Authors, who wrote of the Actions perform’d 

againft 
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aioft the Barbarians, are To inconfiftent with each 
her, fo obfcure in their Accounts, and frequently 
contradictory to themfelvcs, that a Writer ought 
be very cautious of what he relates upon their 
ithority. Some fay Theodofius march’d in Per- 
1 againfl them, fought them, and gave them a 
al Defeat. Others, that whilft he continu’d at 
tjfalonica , one Modares , a Man of Royal Birth 
ong the Scythians , having embrac’d the Roman. 
ereft, and perform’d fome fignal Services under 
1, was preferr’d to a confiderable Command in the 
Irray. That he leading his Men up to a Hill, 
ram whence he had a fair Profpedt of the adjacent 
Country, difcover’d the Barbarians, who had abus’d 
he Advantages the fruitful Plains afforded, and were 
for the maft part overcome with Excefs of Wine, 
whereupon he order’d his Troops to leave their 
tetvy Armour behind, and with their Swords in 
hand fall upon them who were by this time unable 
to defend themfelvcs. This was fpeedily executed, 
wd the Barbarians were put all to the Sword, many 
them dying without being fenfible who they were 
that hurt them. In their Camp, which they plun- 
fcr’d, they found four thoufand Waggons full of 
their Wives and Children, with an anfwerable nuna- 
tar of Slaves, befidesfeveral who follow’d on Foor, 
wd were to ride when their Turns came, for thews 
was not Room fufEcient in their Carriages to receive 
mi all at once. And in this manner Zozimus tells 
to Thrace was preferv’d from an approaching Ruin, 
which he attributes to the Coududt 0 f Madarcs, and 
lot to the Prudence and Circumfpe&ion of Iheodu- 
K who, if we may believe him, behav’d himfclf un¬ 
worthy the high Dignity to which he was advanc’d * 
for he inveighs againfl him in Terms better becom¬ 
ing the Virulence of a Dcclaitner, than the Integri¬ 
ty of an Hifiorian. But as he appears groily par¬ 
tial 
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ttal in many other Paffages of his Hiftory, fo is fo 
no lefs to be fufpefted in this fo for befides that h 
is not able to conceal the Rancour of his Hearten 
his Zeal for the Pagan Worfhip, feveral La\t 
made by Theodofitts at that time, efpecially fome k 
fating to the Army, wipe off thofe Afperfions fo 
has flung at random upon him, and argue him j 
void of good Manners as of Judgment. To a! 
which we may add, that in thofe things for whiei 
he reprehends and taxes Theodofius r few or nootht 
Writers agree with him* but where he condefcend 
to make him fome Allowances due to his Prudeno 
and Succels, he therein concurs with the reit of thi 
Authors, who have written of thofe Times, whs 

ther Chriftian or Heathen. He confeffes that lit 

# 9 

generous Behaviour and Magnificence towards A\k 
narich , a Scythian Prince wc had occafion to mend 
6 rt before, wrought fo much upon tbe Scytbim,vk 
attended him to Conftantinople , that they returflV 
home, in high Admiration of Theodofius his Gbod 
nefl, and refolv’d no more to moleff the 'Romm 

and fome who (laid behind undertook to defend tfo 

* % 

Bank of the River, and freed the Roman Territorie 
from any Incurfions for a long time after. He tell 
us he overthrew the .SVyrrand Curpadoca, who hai 
join’d themfelves with the Hums , and compdl’d ’en 
to return home j that by this, and fome other fuc 
ccfsful Exploits, the Soldiers began to reaffumethei 
former Courage, and breath with new Hopes, not 

withftanding the many Difficulties which for a 
time had lain heavy upon the Empire, which Icem'i 
now by Theodofius his Vigilance tobe recover’d hon 
its former Diffempers. This Account of ‘fbcoif 
us his Succcfs is no more than what is attelted bj 
feveral other Writers, who agree with him in hi 
Commendations of T’heodojius his Clemency and (in 

gular good Nature} by the Force and Efficacy o 

wild 
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[which Weapon, more prevalent than his Garrifons, 
Legions and Cohorts, faith I’hemijlius , he extin- 
guiih’d the Scythian Flame, though it had for a long 
time rag’d with a refilllef, Fu.y throughout Thrace , 
which groan’d with the Weight oh the Barbarians 
|that-rulh’d in upon ir, whilft the Banks of the Da¬ 
nnie vomited forth Bactels that laid whole Provinces 
walk in a Moment. Oroftus writes further, that all 
the Nations of th cGoths^ charm'd with the Virtue 
and Mildnefs of Theodosius, renounc’d all farther 
Thought of War, and fubmitted themfelvcs to the 
Laws of the Roman Empire : Adding, that at the 
fame time the Perftans voluntarily fent their Ambaf- 

i idors to Confiantimple , to follicit a Peace, where- 
ipon a League was concluded, of which all the Eaft 
eap’d the Benefit for a long time after. 

Tho’ Zozimus charges this Emperor with many 

E normous Corruptions, which he fuffcr’d to be in* 
romitted into his Court and Camp, yet we are 
Ifur’d that he effe&ed a thorough Reformation in 

I oth. He put a Scop to the ill Pra&ices that had 
een us’d for a long time in railing the Tirones , or 
tecruits for the Army } publilh’d a Law,, which 
e caus’d exadtly to be obferv’d, againll corrupt 
udges) enlarg’d the Authority of the Prafetli 
vittorio, who had thereby a full Power to pumfh 
lie Mifdemcanors of Governors in the Provinces j 
[ic retrain'd the unlimited Liccnfe of Informers, 
kl fufficiently difeourag’d a great Vice, natural to 
Courtier* in almoft all Reigns, that of begging 
Men's Ell-ares $ ahd whereas forne Governors of 
Provinces, by a lhameful Abufe of their Power, 
plten terrify’d Men into Donations, wherein they 
gave a great Pure of their Elfcutes to them, to the 
ppparenc Prejudice, and fometimes utter Ruin of 
their Families, he declar’d all fuch D 'nations to be 
t'oid, whether made to the Govern m chemielvs 

O or 
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or any of their Relations) he reform’d feveral A. 
bufes too much practis’d by the Receivers of (lit 
Revenue, which were thereby improv’d to a very 
great degree •, and by a very wboiefome Law of 
dain’d, that thofe who had been Governors of Pro* 
vinces fhould, after the time of their Government 
was expir’d, remain in the refpe&ive Province for 
two or three Months, there toanfwer whateverthe 
Provincials could alledge againft’em in reference to 
their Male-Adminiftration, and made ’em refpon- 
fible not only for whatever Injuries they had done 
themfelves, but for the Infolences committed by 
their inferior Officers. On c Natalis, who had for* 
merly commanded in Sardinia, gave occafion to this 
Law: He, in the former Reign, had cruelly op> 
prefs’d the Inhabitants of that Province, and m 
got out of their Power, before they had time to 
complain to thofe who had the proper Cognisance 
of it} but Theodoftus fent him back into the Ulnnd, 
and fubje&ed him to the Inquifition of the Law, and 
to prevent the like Oppreflions for the future, pub* 
lifh’d the forememioned Edi£t. 


CotnrhOhOYiS 

/if Conllan- 
tmoj Ic. 


ThefeLaws and Ordinances fufficiently clear him 
from the Imputation of that heavy Charge Zozinm 
has brought againll him, whofe greaceft Quarrel to 

him was that he was a Chriftian, in the Purity of 
which Faith he perfifted, at a time when the 
Church was almolt rent in Pieces by innumerable 
Herefies and Schifms. One Maximus, a Cynic Phi- 
lofopher, had lately embrac’d Chriftianicy, in the 

Defence of which he writ with much Spirit and 
Judgment, both ngainft the Arians and Heathens, 
for which in Falens his Reign he had fuffer’d much 
Perfecution, and was baniih’d into the Defartof 
Oafts. He was now return’d to ConjiantinopU, and 
was recommended by Peter of Alexandria, to Gri- 
gory Nazianzen, whom the People of the City had 
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defied for their Bifhop, into which Office the A- 
>isns had in Valens his Reign thruft one of their 
lunFaftion. Gregory receiv’d Maximus with much 
'endemefs, and recommended him to the People, 
is m •whom Jofus Chrift had thought worthy to fitffer 
for his Name fake , and little thought a Man of his 
xemplary Sanctity fhould be animated with the 
ipirit of Pride and Ambition. Maximus had, ei- 
her by the Appearance of his good Qualities, or 
iis Promifes and Prefents, fo far gain’d the good 
ill of Peter , Bifhop of Alexandria , that he re- 
jblv'd blindly to efpoufe and favour his Intertill : 
ccordingly he difpatch’d feven Orthodox Bifhop9 
io Cmjiantinople^ whom St. Gregory entertain’d with 
fcroch Civiliry, and commended ’em in his Ser¬ 
mons as Prelares truly zealous for the Faith. Some 
lime after an Indilpofition of Health oblig’d him 
|o retire into the Country for a few Days, for the 
lenefit of the Air * and in bis Abfence thefe Bi- 
lopsgot by Night into the Church of the Refur- 
'(Sion , where they ordain’d Maximus Bifhop of 
mjlantinople in the room of Gregory: In the Morn- 
the People and the Priefts, who were of Grego- 
f/s Party, and even the Arians ihemkUes, offended 
it fo bold an Attempt, came in a great Body and 
forc’d Maximus and his Ordainersout of the Church % 
lotwithllanding which they perfifted Hill in their 
efign, and getting into a private Houfe they cue 
Maximus his Hair, which he wore very long, 
ifter the Mode of the Cynic Philofophers, and eon- 
m’d him Bifhop. The People were fo provok’d 
lt this their Obftinacy, that they chac’d the new 
r datc out of the City, and fent for St. Gregory j 
ho returning, convinc’d Ibme who had been ia- 
Uc ’d to adhere to Maximus , of his finiller Pra£fcL 
:es i and compos’d the Minds of the People, From 
C| 'cc we may learn, that the Life and Nature of 

O x Cb ri~ 
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Chriftianity does not confift in an outward Profef 
lion of it, however formal and zealous, but inai 
inward Purity of the Mind, which none cancoun 
terfeit, and is the immediate Gift of God. Thefi 
Praftices at Conflantinople , and fome frefh Attempt 
of th e Arians, caus’d Theodofim to fummon the ft. 
cond General or Oecumenical Council, which wa 
celebrated in that City by iyo Orthodox Bifhnps. 

Some time after this ‘theodoftus advanc’d hisSoi 
Arcadius , whom he had by the Emprefs Pladlh 
to the Imperial Dignity. This Ceremony was per 
form’d on the i< 5 t h of January, Arsadius being tbei 
fix, or as fome will have it, eight Years of Age 
After he had made him Emperor, his firft Cat 
was to give him an Education proper for a Perfoi 
that was to move in fo high a Sphere, and to tha 
Purpofe defir’d Gratian by Letters to fend him fom 
pious and learned Man, whom he thought fit forli 
great an Undertaking. Hereupon Gratian , at th 
Recommendation of Damafus , Bifhop of Rome, mad 
Choice of Arfcnius, a Deacon of the Roman Churcl 
a Perfon eminent for Piety and Learning. 

Upon his Arrival at Conflantinople the Empcro 
refign’d up his Sons, together with Nebridius thri 
Coufin-German, to his Care, telling him, Thai ft 
the future he JhouUl look on him as their Father m 
than himfelf: Implying by it, that he defir’d hit 
to ufc the fame Authority over, and Affcdtion it 
wards ’em, as a Father doth to his Children ; an 
that he expe&cd his Sons fhould pay him a Rcfpel 
equal to that which is due to a Parent. Accord 
ingly coming one Day into the School he foun 
Arfcnius Handing, and Arcadius, whom he w 
inllrufting, fitting down, at which Sight fic w 
angry, and reprehended Arfenitts for not prefcrvin, 
the Dignity of his Office. To this Arfenius r« 
ply’d, That it by no means became him to fit i» ^ 
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Prefence of an Emperor ; upon which ‘Thtodofws took 
the Diadem from off Arcadius his Head, and made 
Jrfenius fit down whilft the young Emperor re¬ 
ceiv'd his Inftru&ions {landing, and bare-headed, 
as a Scholar ought ; adding, Fhat his Son would be 
unworthy the Empire , if to Knowledge he did not add 
.Gookefs ■ and the Fear of God. Arfenius omitted no¬ 
thing requifite to the informing a Prince, in whole 
.Education a great part of Mankind was fo nearly 
[Concern’d ; but he found his Scholar was not fo 
docile and tractable as he defir’d, for being con- 
Jtrain’d to challife him one Day for a very confi- 
dcrablc Fault, he receiv’d his Correction with fo 
much Indignation, that he immediately plotted a- 
gainft his Mailer’s Life. Arfenius being inform’d 
of it, retir’d fecretly from Court, and join’d him- 
(tif to fome Anchorets in Egypt, where he liv’d all 
the relt of his Life, and dy’d famous for his 
tian&ity. 

I-Gratia*, had upon all Occafions Ihow’d himfelf 
very averfe to tbtt Heathen Superllitions, depriving 
the Priells of the Revenue that had been afligffd 
fpr their Subfiftance. He refus’d the Tide of 
phf-Priefl , which had been offer’d him, being of 
Opinion it favour’d coo much of the ancient. Ido¬ 
latry; thcle, and other Provocations, upon the ac¬ 


count of Religion, render’d him odious to the Hea¬ 
thens, whole manner of Worfhip they were afraid 
he intended to extirpate; and this made ’em call 
their Eyes upon Maximus , who was then aiming 
J t great Things here in Britain , where he had per¬ 
form’d many brave Exploits againll the Scots, whole 
K<ng, Eugenius , he defeated and kill’d in Bittcl. 
I'he Writers of thole Times are not agreed upon 
the Place of his Birth , lbme lay he was a Spaniard , 


others that he was born in this liland ; but of what 
Country fo,ever he was, he gave out that he was 
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deft ended from Confttmtine the Great, and accord 
ingly call’d himfelf FI. Clemens Maximus j and th 
better to ingratiate himfelf with the Soldiers, pf e 
tended that he was pin’d in Affinity with fbetli 
pit t, with whofe Participation and Confent helm 
thus let up for himfelf Gratian at fit ft defpis’ 
him as a mean Man, unable to aceomplifh his trea 
fonable Defigns, and therefore fent only a fci 
mercenary Alans ngainft him, whom indeed fom 
atcus'd him for favouring too much. The old A 
man Soldiers were highly affronted at this Preference 
which they thought the Emperor gave the Barba 
rianS, on whofe Fidelity and Courage he feemi 
chiefly to rely. This Diflarisfaction was improv’i 
by fome who were difaftedted to Gratian , au 
wrought fo much upon the Army, that in gret 
Anger they revoked to Maximus , from Whom the 
were promis’d all manner of Favours. A Revo] 
fo unexpected made Gratian fly from Trim i 
|freat Confternatkyn to Paris , whither the Ufurpei 
after he had eafily defeated the Alans, follow’c 
arid dneamp’d near him! For five Days togethe 
both Armies continu’d in their Polls without an; 
Adtron, except a few Skirmifhes, in which th 
Advantage was great on neither Side, kill firff th 
Moors , and then the reft of the Army fhametbll 
deferred the Prince;, and went over to Maxim 
Gratian feeing himfelf thus abandon’d by his Sub 
je&s fled in great hafte towards the South, attend 
fid by no more than three hundred Horlfc, and atlal 
got into Lyons , after he had been refus’d Admit 
ranee into other Cities. Maximus follow’d hi! 
clofe upon the Heels with his whole Army, »» 
attempted at firft by plain Force to deftroy him 
but being difappointed in that, he had recourlct 
a Stratagem, in which he fuccecded. He procur' 

dome about Gratian to inform him, that his Wif 

wa 
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was coming to him, and intended to meet him on 
this fide the Rhine, which runs by the City. This 
News highly pleas’d the unfortunate Prince, who 
was over-joy’d to hear the Emprefs was fo near at 
Hand, and without any Hcfitation went forth to 
meet her. In the mean time a Ruffian had by 
Maximus his Procurement difpos’d of himfelf in a 
Litter, in which Grattan was made to believe the 
Emprefs was. The Emperor with open Arms flood 
ready to receive her, and the Villain fuddenly ftar- 
ted forth, and without any Remorfe depriv’d him 
of Life, whom he ought to have defended at the 
certain hazard of his own. Thus fell Gratian by 
the Hands of a barbarous Traitor, call’d Andra- 
l&tbius , in the Flower of his Age, having hardly 
liv’d twenty eight Years, and reign’d fixteen. He 
was a Prince on whom the rnoft inveterate of Pagan 
Writers have fatten’d no ill Chara&cr ; for not to 
mention his School-mafter Auj'onius , they all agree 
that he was modeft, gentle, eloquent and fiucere j 
that he was abltemious, fober, frugal, but not 
parfimonious ; devour, but no way fuperftitious. 
They charge him with following the Sports of the 
Field, and other Recreations too much, negle&ing 
in the mean time the weighty Affairs of the Em¬ 
pire; this may juftly be imputed to his Youth, and 
want of Confideracion, And for which there is great 
reafon to think he would have made large Amends 
in his riper Years ; as may be gather'd from his 
Exploits againft the Germans , his Zeal in aflifting 
his Uncle Valcns , and Prudence in promoting Theo- 
"fins, and thereby providing for the Security of 
the Eaft. Indeed Aufonius launches out largely in 
his Commendation, tho’ there is nothing con¬ 
tain’d in his whole Panegyrick, that feems to con- 
ti'adiZt thcScnfe other Writers had of him,whether 
Chriftian or Heathen, In a Word, he was worthy 
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a longer Life, b.utJs not the only good Prince whom 
Trcafon^nd Ambitionihave brought to aauntimeiy 
Death. r ' 

r . i , »/ ’ , • * « , fc - 

. * » 

HI. We ought not to wonder if Maximus, who 
had ftain’d his- Hands in the Blood of bis lawful 
SoveraigiJv fhould deny him decent Burial after he 
had piocur’d him to be barbaroufly murder’d , it 
Was an Inhumanity agreeable to a Tyrant and U- 
furper, whofe Cruelty was net fatisfy’d with his 
Death, but rag’d with an implacable Third; againft 
thole whofe loyal Services had rais’d ’em into any 
degree of Favour with their deceas’d Maher. Some 
\Vliters have affirm’d that Merobattaes,. the Con- 
M^xin'us f u ] f or this Year, was privy to Maximus his Pro- 
huCrutity. ceedings, and confencing to the Death of Gratian, 

for which, if it be true, the Tyrant made him but 
an ill Return ; for before the Year was expir'd he 
put him to Death, as he did Baltic. and leveral .di¬ 
thers,. whom he Impeded to be favauiable tcrithe 
Memory of Gratian , who he thought ftill-fumv’d 
in their .Affections towards him, and render’d his 
Ufurpation weak and infecure. .As foon as he 
found all things fucceeded according to his Defire 
and Fxpcftation, en her becaufe he thought hftnfclf 
fife by this time in his new Dignity, or rather to 
jftrengthen and confirm himlelf in it, he fent his 
Ambaffiidors to ! fheoilojius , not to ask his Pardon 
for what he had adfted againft Gratian, but to opr 
Peace, and Upon his Acceptance of it to unite him • 
felf in a League with him againfi the Enemies of 
the Roman Empire ; or in cafe he rejected that 
Friendly Offer, to denounce War againjl him, which 
muft he bloody in the Courfe of it, and doubtful in tht 
If lie ■ 

Fheodofuis, concealing his Thoughts, receiv’d the 

Ambaftadors very honourably., and in Apfcaranca 

coin- 
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cntnply’d with the Tyrant’s Demands*, for he Was 
afraid left, upon his Refufal, he fhould invade /- 
[,,/ji and furprize Valentinicm, who had neither Ex¬ 
perience nor Forces fufficient to make Head againll 
fo powerful an'Enemy, who was now become Ma¬ 
iler of Gaul and Spain j and Valentirian himfelf was 
lofenfible of the Danger he was in, and jealous 
of the Integrity of fome that were near him, that 
he fent St Ambrofe, Bifhop of Milan, to fee if 
upon the Reputation of his Wifdonr and Sanftity, 
he could reftrain the Ufurper’s extravagant Thirft 
of Empire, and peifuade him to continue on that 
fide the Alps. Maximus feem’d well pleas’d with 
St. slmbrofe his Errand, either becaufe he had not 
as yet fettled his Affairs in Gaul and Britain , or at 
prefent was in want of Mony, the Sinews of War, 

Without which his future Attempts would be vain 
and ineffectual. He carefs’d St. Ambrofe in an ex¬ 
traordinary mannner, and ask’d him why Falentini - 
m himfelf did not come with him, affirming he 
mild, ha - been equally welcome to his Arms , as if 
hi had been his own Son. St. Ambrofe made a ve- 
ry handfome Excule for Valentinian , celling him 
be was too young, to attempt a Journey over the 
Alps at fo. wfeafunable a time of the Year * and con¬ 
cluded that he •was not come to give him an Ac- 
mnt of his Mafler's Attions, but fettle a mutual 
Confidence and Agreement between 'em, if he thought 
fit to accept of it * and in (horn he fo dexterchifly a- 
mus’d Maximus, thac a Peace was concluded accord¬ 
ing to his Defne. 

This Year Jheodofius , who carncftly endeavour’d 
to eftablifh a perfeth Union in the ( hurch, fum- 
mon’d another Council to (it at Conflantimp/e,[Lini¬ 
ng not only for the Orthodox Bifhops but the 
dnam, Eunomians , Novatians , and others* and 
having propos’d a means of an Acoinmodation be¬ 
tween 
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tween ’em, he outwardly carefe’d the HeretickPrc* 
lates during the Conference, hoping, by fuch a 
Condefcenfion, to make ’em more inclinable to a 
Compliance. This was obferv’d by Amphilocbk j, 
Bilhop of honium , a Perfon eminent for his Do* 
&t ine and Piety, who now began to be afraid the 
Emperor would fuffer bimfelf to be feduc’d by the 
crafty Infinuations of the Arians j and when the 
other Bifhops, upon his Entrance into the Place 
where the Council was celebrated, rofe and paid 
Thsodojius the accuftom’d Honours, obferving the 
feme to his Son Arcadius , whom he had lately de¬ 
clar’d Emperor, Amphilocbius faluted the Father, 
but took n® manner of notice of Arcadius , which 
Ptheodofius imputing to a Miltake, commanded him 
to come and render the feme Honours to Arcadim\ 
the Bilhop reply’d, He bad done bis Duty in that 
be had honour'd the Father: This Anfwer offend' 
ed Theodofius , who thought both himfelf and hi! 
Son highly injur’d in it, upon which Amphilocbk 
Paid aloud, Tour Majefty is in the right in requiring 
the fame Honours to be paid to your Son, which art 
due to your jelf ; be pleas'd to judge therefore w ha. 
an heinous Offence they commit againjl God the Fa 
ther , who are fo far from giving the Son the flooom 
due to his Name , that they dare mofi impioujly to n 
vile and blafpheme it. Thcoduftus was fo touch’t 
with this fealbnable Anfwer, that he ever after e 
fpous’d the Orthodox Interefl with more Zeal, in( 
prohibited the Arians from holding any publicl 
Aflemblies. 

He had lately, by his Armies in the Eaft, obtain't 

feveral Advantages over the Perfians , who therefor 

by their Ambafladors at Conflantinople defir’d ! 

Pence, which Theodofius , wbofc main Care was th 

Safety and Profperity of the Empire, readily gt* anl 

ed; and tho’ he had then great Armies on Footn 

5 fever a 
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fovftAl Quarters of the Ethpire, he ait a great Ex- 
prhte beautify’d and improv’d the City, by build- 
jug (everal Aqusedtt&sva'nd a Capacious Port, frora 
Whence, as fome have conceiv’d, the forks at this 
Pay Call GbrtftaMino'pk it felf, by way of Eminence, 
the Port , by fcvCrat wholefom Laws and Royal 
Immunities he eas’d the Inhabitants of fuch Hard¬ 
ships, as either the (Corruption or Remifsnefe of 
former Reigns had thrown upon ’em. This Year 
was Honortus his fecond Son born, in the Confu- 
late of Ft. Ricmem , and FI. Clearchus , and the Year A. D. 
following had FI. Arcadius , and FI. Baiito for Coni- 
fils About this time ‘Thcodofins loft his Wife De»th 
P kali a , or Flaccilla , a Lady as remarkable for her 
Piety and Munificence, as {he was illuftriousfor her^fjj IC 
Dignity, with which fhe never appear’d in the leaft 
elevated, but rather the more humble and de- 
fotifj the took care often to remind the Emperor 
of his foriner Condition, that he might behave 
fiimlelf in his exalted Fortune with a Heart full of 
Grlrtitude and Submiflion to the Will of God, by 
Whom he reign’d, She not only made a Provifi- 
hnfor the MaintainanceoftheSick and Infirm, but 
Would her felf often vifit ’em in Perfon, and ad- 
minlfter to ’em: Thefe extraordinary Qualities en¬ 
dear’d her to the Fathers of the Church, who liv’d 
in that Age, and who have given Pofterity large 
Commendations of her Virtues. The Emperor 
was fcnfibly touch’d at the Lofs of fo excellent a 
Wife, which was follow’d by fome new Commoti¬ 
ons rais’d by the Grutbungi , a People unknown ’till 
then to other Nations, but who began now to ap¬ 
pear on the other fide of the Jfier. They were 
numerous, and well provided with Arms, and 
whatever elfewas neceflliry for a bold Undertaking > 
fo that breaking with cafe through the Territories 
of other Barbarians, under the Conduit of Odetheus 

their 



% 04 The Roman Hiflory. Vol, 1I|, 

their King, they qime to.-the Banks of the River, 
Promotes and demanded a PafTage over. Promotus was then 
Defeat; the Lieutenant for the Emperor :in thofe Farts, who, 
Gruthun- w j t: { lou j : making much Oppofition, openly circuit)- 

gI vented ’em by a Stratagem, He procur’d feme in 

■whom he could confide, and were skilful iji the 
Language of the Barbarians, to go in the nature of 
Deferters over to’em } they being brought to the 
King undertook, upon the Promife of a good Re¬ 
ward, to conduct ’em fafely over the River, and 
betray the Roman Commander and his Army into 
their Hands. The King readily accepted of the 
Conditions, and Matters wer^ duly concerted be¬ 
tween ’em for the Accomphfhment of the intended 
JDefign j but Promotus being inform’d of all by his 
induftrious EmifTaries, was fo prepar’d to .receive 
thofe, who cxptdUd tu meet with no Oppofition, 
that they were all drown’d before they could reach 
the oppofitc Shore, and they who continu’d dill 
on the other fide, were either, taken or put, to 
Flight; the Romans plunder’d their Camp,in which 
they found a very great Rooty, bcfides Multitudes 
of Women and Children, who with the Prifo.ners 
taken in the Fight were lent to 7’heodofiuSi who re¬ 
ceiv’d ’em from their Bonds, regall’d ’em with 
Prefents, hoping by this his Humanity to purchafe 
their good Will, and make ufe of ’em in the War 
he was now preparing againlt Maximus. But whilft 
he was intent upon it, a Sedition at diver¬ 

ted him from his Preparations, which as it was ex¬ 
traordinary in its kind, and brought the City into 
cxtrcain Danger, lb in the Sequel it fhow’d the 
gentle Temper of Iheodofius his Mind. His Son 
A D. /ircadius was now in the fifth Ycar of his Sovereign- 
;8y. ty, and he hirafelf ready to enter into the tenth 

of his own, fo that this Year he celebrated Ins 

Son's 
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Son; GHmquennalia, arid was making a Provision for 
Ithe fdemnizing his own Decemalia. 

As a was ufual with the Emperors to prefent the 
Soldiers vith a Donative upon their firfb Promotion 
to the Irrrjerial Dignicy, fo did they always do the 
like upon tl efe Solemnities,at which time they were 
fuppos’d to Knew their Power, and in a manner be¬ 
gin their Retjn afrefb. The neceflary Preparations 
for the War defign’d againft Maximus, and this 
Largrfs which the Emperor was to make, as well 
upon his own as his Son’s Account, requir’d a great 
Sum of Mony •, for which Reafon he exacted anan- 
fwerable Supply from the People. This feem’d lb A Sedition 
unreafonable an Oppreffion to the Inhabitants of' ,,Antloci: ‘- 
Antioch , that they rais’d a great Sedition in the Ci¬ 
ty, demolifliing his Statues, together with thofe of 
the late Emprel's Flaccilla , thofe of his two Sons, 
and of his Father 'Theoclofius. 

The Emperor,upon the fivft News of this Infur- 
redtion, was highly difpleas’d, and fent away two 
Judges with full Powers to try and punifh the Of¬ 
fenders j who arriving at Antioch firlt depriv’d the 
City of all her Privileges, degraded her from her 
Metropolitan Honour, and made Laodicea Metro¬ 
polis of Syria ■, they commanded all the Baths, Thea¬ 
tres, forums, and other publick Places to be fhut 
up; the moil Eminent of the City, who were known 
or fufpeefted to be guilty, were apprehended, and 
committed to Prilon, where they were prefented 
with Tortures, and terrify’d with the Senfc of the 
Emperor’s Indignation •, a fufficient Number of 
Guards were plac’d in all the Quarters of the City 
to curb the Citizens, and re ft rain ’em from any new 
Infurreifion; the Judges were buly’d in preparing 
the fevered: Inquifitions, and in lazing the Ertates 
of thofe, who were fufpe&cd to have been the molt 
Active, vvhillt the dilconl'ohitc Inhabitants had no 

Comt’oic*, 
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Comfort, hut in their Devotions, and the Sermont 
of St. Chryfoftome , who then refided in that City, 
A great part of the Inhabitants, and they vvdo had 
been the Ring-leaders in the Uproar, when they 
heard how highly the Emperor was offepded, efpc- 
cially at the Indignity offer’d his deceas’d Emprefs, 
withdrew themfelves from the Storm which they 
faw gathering over ’em Several Hesmits, wholcd 
a retir’d Life in the adjacent Mouitains, had no 
fooner heard of the miferable Concirion the City 
was in, but they repair’d thither, and by their im¬ 
portunate ^rgumenrs prevail’d win the Judges to 
ifufpend their farther Proceedings, ’till by fome pro¬ 
per MefTenger they had attempted to appeafe the 
Emperor, and foften him into Pry towards ’em. 
The very principal Men in that flotrifhing City had 
been arraign’d and condemn’d, and there wanting no¬ 
thing but the Execution of the Sentence pronounc’d 
again ft’em; with very earned and repeated Importu¬ 
nities St. Chryfoftome and thefe Hermits obtain’d a 
Reprieve from the Judges, ’till a Report of their 
whole Proceedings had been made to the Emperor, 
and his further Plcafure were known. Nonefeem’d 
more ready, or indeed more proper to appear be¬ 
fore Theodofius in behalf of the altnoft defolate City, 
than Flavian , Bifaop of the Place j who forefecing 
the Danger, undertook the Employment fhortly af¬ 
ter the Fa£t was committed, and before the Corn* 
miffioners lent by 'theodofius were arriv’d; and when 
he came to Conftantinoplc found the Emperor high¬ 
ly incens’d again(1 them, however by his perfualivc 
Carriage and pntheticai Entreaties he obtain’d his 
Defire. The Emperor reprefented to him, in > 
long and lively Expoftulation, the Kindnefs he had 
ever exprefs’d to that City, ask’d him what ill Offi¬ 
ces he had ever done 'em that could provoke 'em to fi 

undutiful a Refentmcnt , which not content to offer In- 

ilignititi 
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Unities to the Living , broke out in mojl inhuman 
htry againjl the Dead. He told him, he had ever 
nferr’d Antioch to all other Cities , and in the height 
i (his Profperity earneflly defir'd to fee it , promi/ing 
me Satisfaftion to him/elf from that than all his 
Imperial Pomp and outward Enjoyments. Flavian 
legan his Anfwer with a hearty Acknowledgment of 
heir Infolence and Ingratitude, which he aggrava- 
:ed to the Emperor, confeffing to him, 7 hat Fire 
ini the Sword were Punifhments too mild and gentle 
f nr their Offences , of which they were now fo truly 
(tnfible, and of their undutiful Returns to fo indul- 
nnt a Prince , that they dreaded his Anger more than 
Exile or Captivity : He reminded him of the Duty 
pf i Chriftian, who ought to imitate the Mercy and 
forbearance of God Almighty 5 and Jhew'd him how 
fir he would approach that Divine Original ', if he 
mid ref ore the difconfolate City to his Grace and 
favour. He told him, He had, now an Opportunity 
f making himfelf a lafiing Example to all Pofierity of 
Umcncy and good Nature ; that it was in his Power 
p raife as from the dead his miferable Subjects, who 
P< * juft Senfe and Apprehenfioit of his Difpleafure 
me dying ■already , even before the Sentence was de¬ 
stined againft 'em. In a Word, this admirable 
Speech, ns it isreprefented at large in St .Chryjbftome, 
prov’d fo efficacious with the Emperor, that he 
could not reftrain from Tears, but immediately fent 
fib/«»back to put a flop to the Proceedings of the 
Commiflioners, to reltore the City to her ancient 
Liberties and Privileges, and the Citizens to his 
Love and Prote&ion. The News of his Succefs 
quick before him to Antioch , and was receiv’d 
w >th fo univerlal a Joy, that almoft the whole Ci¬ 
ty went out to meet their Holy Bifhopon the Way, 
and ulhcr’d him in with Songs and Acclamations, 

'pending the Day in Fealts and Triumphs, as \i An¬ 
tioch 
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tmh had mow begun, and the Day which reftor’c 
' her to her forfeited Honours, had been the fir! 
that gave a Being to ’em. 

This Matter being fo happily ended, fbeodtfti 
found himfelf more at leifusre to profecute his Ue 
iigns againfl Maximus, who towaid the latter cni 
of this Year had broken into Italy, and driven awq 
Valent ini an, who, with Jufiina his Mother and-hi 


Theodofius 


Thefj'alonica 


Maximus 


had fully fecur’d to his Obedience moll of thofi 
Nations who obey’d Gratian, thought his W«| 
but half done, ’till he had llrengt-hen’dt hirnfclfiij 
the Addition of Valentinian 's Share too, and 1cm 
him to follow his Brother’s Fortune. Vdleniaim 
had lately fent Domninus, a Syrian, in an Emballiet! 
him. This Domninus was a Perionof great Efteemi 
and particularly regarded by the Emperor, whohad 
a great Confidence in him, and made him aP-artnci 
of all his Secrets. Maximus receiv’d this Ambaflai 
dor with great Civility, entertain’d him with.mud 
Magnificence, and exprefs’d himfelf with lo mucl 
Tendernefs towards Valentinian , that he thought hi 
Mailer infinitely happy in fo finccre a Friend. Till 
Tyrant had long been contriving in fecrec wliai 
Courfe he was to take to march his Army into lit: 
ly, the long and ufual Way over the./lips would lx 
dangerous for fo great a Body of Men, and afford 
Valentinian Time to prepare for his Reception} and 
to thofe nearer and more commodious Paflages In 
was an utter Stranger: But now the better to coni' 
pais his Dcfigns,. he deliver’d part of his ArmynM 
Domninus his Hands, as for the I 1 mperor’s Vic, to 
fierve him againll the Barbarians that began tomfd! 
Pjmnonia ■, with which unexpected Supply Dounii’ 
nits return’d, wonderfully exalted at the Succeed 

■ *■ • ■ ' ' ; ' hit 
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and match’d at the Head of his 

Maxi* 


Chap 

his Negotiations, 

Forces the neareft and fafeft way into Italy. 


109 


ws, who found his Stratagem met with the delir’d 

follow’d with the reft of the Army at a 
:onvenient Diftance behind, fending fome light 
arties before him, who were to obferve the way 
i omninus took, and intercept all they met, and by 
hat means kept his Expedition fecrec. His Orders 
rere fo exactly obferv’d, that he got fafe into Italy 
without meeting any Enemy to oppofe him, and 
lirefted his Courfe immediately to dquileia. Va~ 
ninm was fo much terrify’d at his unexpected 
ipproach, that he immediately embark’d with his 


9 

Tbeodojh 


re- 


fet Sail for ’Theffah 
len he was arriv’d he fent and intreati 
ch&ftife the Ufurper, for the Injuries offt 
mily of Valentinian. Hereupon Theodofius 
iv’d with fome of the Senate to Theffalonica, 
here it was refolv’d in Council to punifli Maxi- 
w, who had not only by his treafonable Practices 
urder’d Gratian and ufurp’d his Authority, but 
ittempted the fame upon Valentinim , and had now 
Iriven him out of his Dominions. Purfuant to this 
.efolution ‘theodofius prepar’d to march againft him, 
ind having promoted fuch Perfons to the chief 
offices in the Provinces, as he knew would in his 
hfence have a regard to the Good of his SubjcCts, 
ie made Promotus General of the Foot, and Tima- 
m of the Horfe. He fent the Emprefs Jufi, 


Tfieodo- 


a. a 


ith her Son and Daughter under a good Guard to 388. 


, prudently conceiving that by their Prefence 
Jcy would encourage the Inhabitants to defend the 

~ Maximus, to whom 

ie knew the Citizens were generally difaffeCted j 
Solving himfelf to march through theupper Panno- 
IM i»nd I'allonafuddenuponthe Enemy from they//- 
'«««? Mountains. Maximus, who continu’d all this 

P whil^ 



no 


/ 



while at Aquileia , had Notice of the Preparation! 
that were making again!! him, and us’d all his Eft. 
dcavours to difappomc and prevent him. He had 
by mighty Promifes perfuaded the Barbarians, in 
Conjun&ion with the Roman Legions, bywayoi 
Diverfion to revolt, and find Theodojius Work in 
Thrace , and give him the more time to confirm his 
Power in Italy. Of thefe his Praftices the Emperoi 
had timely Intelligence, and broke all his Me a Curt; 
by fending a lufficicnt Number of Troops, thai 
(lifperfed the Barbarians before they could unit! 
thtmfelves into any confiderable Body, and having 
fettled all things in thofe Quarters he prepar’d foj 
his Expedition. 

Maximus being inform’d that Juftim defign’d ti 
crofs the Ionian Gulf in her way to Rome , mann’i 
out a few Pinnaces, and fent Andragathius if poffi 
ble to intercept her ; who, tho’ he us’d the utmol 
Expedition, fail’d of his Defign, for fhe had pals'i 
the. Gulf before his Arrival} whereupon he itreng 
then’d his Squadron by the Accelfionof feveralothc 
Ships, defigning to difpute the Paflage with Ik 
dofms , who he thought would iranlport his Foret 
over the Sea. But the Emperor* purluant to hi 
former Relblutions, dire&cd his March toward 
Pannonia , and the Appcnnines •, whillt Maximum hr 
ving as he thought lecur’d bimfelf of Italy anti a 
frick , was intent upon railing Money, making nl 
of the vilelt and mod: fhameful means that woul 
ferve to his Purpofe, ’till the News of TheodofA 
his Preparations diverted him from his Extortion 
As foon as he was inform’d of the Emperor’s Me 
dons he march’d at the f-Icad of his Armyoverth 
'Julian Alps into, Pannonia , to make fin e of the Pal 
fes in thole Quarters, and, having fortify’d Petm 
which was furrender’d to him, he mov’d with a 
Expedition to Scijliiiy call’d atplefenti Sefcec, wh«' 


I 
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lie ftaid to refrefh his Army. Thither ;Theodoftus 
advanced againil him, and having pafs’d the Savi 
jiedrew his Men out and offer’d him Battel, which iVIaX '. n1u * 
he accepted and was defeated, tho’ his Men fought 1 ^' 
with a great deal of Courage and Refolution. This 
Victory, which was very extraordinary, coft Theo- 
kfius but a few Men, the Lofs of whom was more 
than fupply’d by a part of Maximus his Army, 
which furrender’d themfelves up to him. From hence 
he march’d againfl Marcellinus, Brother to the U- 
furper, who had ftrengthen’d himfelf at Petovio, not 
Padua, as fome have miftaken it, whom he totally 

routed; and purfuing the courfe of his Fortune, he 
follow’d Maximus clofe upon the Heels, and fatew<^ « 
down before Jquileia , where the Ufurper had fe- At l Ullcu » 
cured himfelf, and provided for a Siege, which 
fbeodofius pufh’d on with much Vigour. They 
within defended themfelves at firft with much Bra¬ 


very, but finding the Emperor refolv’d to carry the 
Town, and obferving Maximus to defpond, and as 
it were fhake off that Sovereignty he had fo tyran¬ 
nically ufurp’d, they feiz’d upon him, bound him, TP '' , - rf ht “ 
and prefented him to 1 ‘heodofius , having firft ftripp’d M * M " 
him of his Imperial Ornaments. The Emperor be¬ 
held him with Eyes of Compaflxon, and out of a juft 
Senfe of Fortune’s Inconftancy had pardon’d him, 
had not thofe about him perceiv’d it in his Looks, 
which melted with Pity towards him, and taking 
him out of Sight cut off his El cad, without any 

Order from Theodoftus . Andragathius-y whom Maxi-**' 

W had made his Admiral, as we obierv’d before, 
hearing of the Tyrant’s Defeat as he was cruifing 
to and fro upon the Ionian Bay, threw himfelf head¬ 
ing into the Sea, there to receive the Reward due 
10 his Cruelty and Treafon : And A'/fitor, the Son of 
{faxhnus, who had been declar’d Augujlus bv his 


who had been declare! Augujlus by his 
rather, and left to command in Gaul y y/asdefeated, 
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taken, and (lain, by Arbagaftes , whom Falentinkn 
h id fent thither for that purpoie. Thus did 
dofius by his Vigour and Condudt put a fpeedyEml 
to a War, which at firft promis’d it fdf a longer 
Continuance, and threaten’d the Empire with a great 
Thcodofl- man y Calamities. And the Honour and Reputation 

Moa'erfiion he acquir’d in his Succefs, was highly improv’d by 
4 „d e’e- his Moderation and Clemency in the ufe of it; 
■.ntney. for he not only fettled Valentinim in the peaceable 

Pofleflronof Italy^ hisownShareof the Empire, but 
relinquifh’d to him Gaul, and Spain , and Britain , 
with whatever elfe the Tyrant had feiz’d on aftei 
the Murder of Gratian , being fatisfy’d with the Good 
he had done, without drawing any particular Ad 
vantage from it to himfelf. And fo far washefron 
oppreffing Maximus his Friends and Relations, tbai 
except two or three of the mod feditious,who wert 
put to Death as an Example of Terror to others, 
he pardon’d all thofe who had embrac’d the Ufur 
per’s Intcreft ; fo that under fo merciful a Conque 
ror they felt not that they were conquer’d. He fen 1 
for A4aximus his Wife and Daughters out of thei 
Confinement, fettled an honourable Pcnfion upoi 
’em for their Lives, and charged a near Kinfmano 
their own to take care of their Interefts, and fei 
that no Body opprefs’d ’em. 

Thcodoftus continu’d the reft of this Year partly a 

Aquiicia , and partly at' Milan , where he publilVi 

an Edidt on the pth of Offobcr, by which he re 

vok’d all the publick Acts made by Maximus, whon 

A. D. he terms Injandijfmus Tyrannorum ; but the Yea 

following he went with Falentinian and his Son //<? 

norius to Rome , and refided there the grearclt par 

of the Summer. Here he was receiv’d with all th 

Refpcdt due to his Perfon and Dignity; and whill 

he was follow’d with Applaufes and Acclamation 

from the Senate and People, for his late Succcl 

Again! 
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againft Maximus , he behav’d himfelf in every re- 
fpeft with the profoundeft Humility, appropriating 
nothing to himfelf, but referring all to God Al¬ 
mighty, who had chofen Valentinian and himfelf 
as his Tnltruments of Revenge upon a Tyrant and 
Ufurper. During his Relidence in this City he 
labour’d ferioufly in the Suppreffion of Idolatry, ™J!f{‘ he the 
(hutting up the temples of the Heathen Deities, /embk, at 
commanding their Statues to be remov’d from Rome to be 
thence,and to be ere&ed in the publick Parts of theA"' U P- 
City to ferve as Ornaments to it. The Chriftian 
Inhabitants, animated by the Zeal 1‘beodofms ex- 
prefs’d for Religion, broke down the Images, thofe 
deteftedObje£tsof Idolatry} and, if wc may believe 
Zozimus , feiz’d upon the precious Ornaments with 
which Lhe Ignorance and Superftition of former 
Ages had wonderfully enrich’d ’em } and what feem’d 
toconcern him more nearly chan all the reft, burnt 
the Books of the Sybills, the Sacred Oracles of the 
bigotted Heathens, and thereby gave a fatal Stroke 
to Paganifm } from whence we may gather ho\v 
hiuch they are in the right, who affirm, that the 
Books that appear under that Quality at prefent are 
fuppoficidous, fent into the World by fomepeftilenc 
Pen in the early Days of Chriftianity, to pervert 
and corrupt a great many well-meaning Men in 
the Times fuccceding, and give Birth to feme dan¬ 
gerous and mortal Errors that by degrees crept in¬ 
to the Church. As the Emperor’s Pretence and 
Authority encourag’d the Chriftians at Rome to ex¬ 
tirpate Idolatry, lo did his Example infpire the 
Alexandrians in Egypt with the like Zeal, which 
however made a greater Noife, and occafion’d the 
Eftulion of fome Blood, ‘tbeophilus , Bifhop of A >' 
Alexandria , had begg’d of the Emperor an old r ! i, " nl ‘ ^ 
Heathen Temple, at that time ruin’d and forfaken, 31 r 1 
to convert it to a Chriftian Church, to which the 
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Emperor readily condefcended. As they wen 
clearing it of the Rubbifh, the Workmen fount 
among the Ruins feveral filthy obfcene Figures o 
Priapus , which the Bifhop order’d to be expos’i 
in Publick, to ridicule the Superftition of the an 
cient Egyptians ■, and about the fame time they dil 
tover’d the Subterraneous Grottoes, where the 
ufually perform’d their abominable Sacrifices. Th 
Heathens, exceedingly fcandaliz’d at thele Affronts 
fell in great Fury upon the Chriftians, fomeof whoo 
they wounded, others they kill’d ; and feizing upo 
the Temple of Serapis, built upon a Hill by on 
of the fir ft Kings of Egypt, call'd Sefiojlris , the 
fortify’d it, and in their frequent Excursions feiz’ 
upon the Chriftians, whom they conftrain’d to fa 
crifice to their Idol, or upon their Refufal the 
fix'd ’em upon aCrofs, where they were puttoun 
fptakable Torments. The Emperor being inform’ 
of this Tumult, gave Order to the Magiftrateso 
the City, Not to revenge upon the Pagans the Dial, 
of thofi who had obtain'd the Crown of Martyr dm 
at their Hands , but rather pardon 'em T and try I 
gentle Methods to win 'em over to Chriflianity ; bu 
however he commanded ’em to dejiroy all the fm 
■ales that had given Birth to the Sedition. Thcfe Oi 
ders were cxa&ly obferv’d to the great Joy of th 
Chriftians, and Confufion of their Adverlaries, wh 
had been taught by their Traditions, that the In 
yndations of the River Nile, from whence proceed 
ed the Fertility of their Country, was owing t 
the benign Influence of their God Serapis ■, air 
they concluded therefore, that now he was deflry’d 
rhe River would no longer overflow, the Conic 
qucnce of which would be an univerfal Famine 
but when afterwards they obferv’d on the contrary 
rhar rhe Nile fwell’d to a much higher degree tlui 

had been known in the Memory of Man-, am 

tlicrd] 
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thereby produc’d a great Plenty of all manner of 

provifions, a great many of the Heathens renounc’d 
[heir ancient Errors, and worfhipp’d the God of 
the Chrillians, who makes the Sun to l ife, and the 
Rain defcend upon the Earth. 


fheodofius, before he left Rome , is faid effc&ually 


Theodo- 

to have reform’d two abominable Abides, which ^ us re f° rm ’ 

1 • „ 11 j • ’ l ome 

were at that time a great Scandal and Uilgrace to .,, R omc . 
that Queen of Cities, as Socrates terms her j there 
were large and ancient Buildings in Rome, relerv’d 
as Store-houfes of Bread wherewith the City was 
fupply’d ; under thcfe Buildings were the Bake- 
houfes, and on each fide of’em, through the Con¬ 
nivance of the Overfeers,were built Victualling and 
Tipling Houfes, where Women were entertain'd for 
lewd Purpofes, and many who refovted thither, 
either to fatisfie their Hunger,or gratifie their Lull, 
were flripp’d of all they had, and commonly fo 
difpos’d of, by means of a private Conveyance out 
ofihofe Tipling Houfes into the blind Bake-Houfe 
beneath, where they were cornpell’d to grind, and 
lokcpt in perpetual Slavery, that their Friends could 
never hear of ’em after. It happen’d that one of 
the Emperor’s Soldiers was thrown into this Hple, 
and fo receiv’d into the blind Bake-Houfe, where, 
finding himfelf like to be made a Slave, he drew 
his Dagger, of which they had forgot to difarm 
film, and killing all thole that oppos’d his PafTage, 
he efcap’d, and got means to inform the Emperor 
of it, who immediately commanded the Overfcers 
to be punifh’d as they deferv’d, and order’d their 
Houfes, rhc Receptacles of Thieves, to be demo- 
filb’d. The other Abufe, which he took care to 
have remov’d, was this : Ic was cufiomary in Rome 
to inflift fuch a Punifiunent on a Woman taken in 
Adultery, as remov’d not the Sin, but increas’d the 
Vice,for they confin’d her to narrow Stews, Where 
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fhe was compell’d toproftkqte herfelf, withoutany 
Shame, to fueh Adventurers as were provided for 
her i and whilft the Deed was doing her Neighbours 
were inform’d by the means of fome founding Veil'd 

prepar’d for that purpofe, that (he was that Moment 
under Correction this horrible Cuftom Thepiofui j 
abolifh’d, and enafted other Laws for the Punifh- 
ment of Women taken in Adultery. For thelaftof 
tbefe Stories the Reader has no more than Socrates his 
Word, and therefore he is at Liberty to believe itor 
not but the other is fupported with better Authority, 
A.D. From Rome both the Emperors remov’d by the 
290. way of Valentin to Milan , when Vakntinian was 

declar’d the fourth timeConful, together with iVir- 
otherius , and as if he had fome JcalouGe of what 
Ihortly after follow’d, he publifh’d an Order that 
no one fhould be admitted to attend upon bis Per- 
fon, but fuch as had firft receiv’d his own Appro¬ 
bation j the Year following Tbeodofws remov’d to¬ 
wards the Eaft, being accompany’d by Valentinm 
as far as S.qmkia, where he left him } and proceed¬ 
ing on his Way to ConJlantinofJe, he arriv’d at Thtf 
falonicciy where he found the Affairs of - Macsdomt 
to be in great Confufion j for the Barbarians, who, 
at the Inftigation of Maximus, had revolted jufl 
as he was entring upon his Expedition againft th< 
Ufurper, and upon his fending a part of his Force: 
to reduce ’em, had fecur’d themfelvcs among tbi 
Lakes and FaflnefTes in the Woods, taking the Ad¬ 
vantage of his Abfence, broke out of their Holds 
and ravag’d Theffaly and Macedonia without an) 
Oppofition, difpofing of the Lives and Fortunes ol 
the Inhabitants at their own Plcafurcsj but as loot 
sjis they heard of the Emperor’s Succefs, and hi: 
Return, they again withdrew into their Dens, froir 
whence they Hole out fecretly in the Night-titn & 
JMid leizing on whatfoever came in their way, they 

return’^ 
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^turn’d with their Booty beforethe Motning Light.’ 
Thefe fecret Excurfions, and no&urnal Depredati¬ 
ons, made Theodoftus imagine the Aggreflors were' 
Spirits and Apparitions, rather than Men; but be¬ 
ing refolv’d, if poflible, to find out the Truth, 
without difcovering his Defigns to any one, he 
made choice of five Perfons in whom he could 
trull to attend him, ordering ’em to take three or 
four fpare Horfes a-piece, that they might fhift as 
often as there was occafion. Thus attended, and 
in a Difguife, he rang’d about the Country, re¬ 
ceiving from the Peafantsfuch Refrefhments as their 
Cottages could afford him- At length he came to 
afmall Inn, kept by an old Woman, who receiv’d 
him very civilly, entertaining him with Wine and 
what other Conveniences (he had in the Houfe, and 
Night coming on he was perfuaded to lodge there 
'tillthe Morning; when he was retir’d into his 
Chamber he obferv’d a certain Man, who declin’d 
Converfing with him, and feem’d defirous to con¬ 
ceal himfelf. The Emperor, furpriz’d at his Car¬ 
riage, calls for his Hoftefs, and demands of her who 
that Perfon was; die anfwer’d, that who he was 
fit knew not , hut ever fince the News of the Empe- 
iift'i Return with the Army out of the Weft this Man 
bad lodg'd at her Houfe , going out in the Morn - 
% and continuing abroad all Day , but at Night 
npair'd home , as from Work , to his Supper , and 
bis Lodging , for which he honeflly paid her. Up¬ 
on this Information the Emperor order’d the Mari 
to be feiz’d, and commanded him to declare who 
and what he was; which he refus’d with much Ob- 
ftinacy, ’till the Emperor had declar’d himfelf to 
h'mj and his Followers had with fcveral Tortures 
jorc’d the Truth out of him j then he corifefs’d that 
« was employ’d, as a Spy, by the Barbarians i hut 
lj y »mong the Bogs, to give ’em Intelligence f' ^tn 
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time to time where he lay with~his Army, and 
what Perfons and Places lay the moil commodiow 
for their Incurfions. 

Hereupon the Emperor caus’d his Head to bt 
ftruck off, and returning early the next Morning 
to the Army, led his Soldiers to that Place where 
he had learnt from the Spy the Barbarians were 
lodg’d, and falling at an Advantage upon ’em, de- 
llroy’d a great Number of ’em, killing the moil re- 
folute as they defended themfelves in the Bogs, and 
dragging the reft out of their Retirements. One 
Itimafius had at this time a Principal Command in 
the Army, who, according to Zozimus , could not 
but admire the extraordinary Courage of the Em¬ 
peror, who appear’d the formoft in all Dangers; he 
conceiving the greateft numberof the Barbarians to 
be flain, and that the reft could not efcape them, 
whom therefore they might purfue at their leifure, 
defir’d the Emperor would allow the weary and 
hungry Soldiers time to refrefh themfelves after fc 
warm and dcfpcrate a Service, to which 1‘heokfvi 
readily confcnred, fo that founding a Retreat the) 
gave over the Purfuit, and falling to with moreAp' 
petite than Difcretion, they firft overcame them- 
felves with Wine, and then fell faff afteep, ant 
thereby gave t-he Barbarians an Advantage the] 
were too wary to omit. They fell with great Fu 
ry upon the Romans , who were unprepar’d to de 
fend themfelves againft an Enemy they thought a 
ready vanquifh’d, and had deftroy’d the Empero 
himfelf, had he not been feafonably reliev’d b 
Promotus , who refeu’d his Mafter at the great Ha 
zard of his own Life. This Piece of Service un 
doubtedly deferv’d a great Reward, but fuch, ac 
cording to Zozimus , was the unhappy Infloenc 
Rufims, a Perfon we fhall hear more of hereafter 
had upon this Emperor, that he procur’d him mhe 
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murder’d; tho’ whether this was done by Theodoftus 
bis Privity, or Rujinus his treacherous Pradtices 
with the Barbarians, by whofe Hands he fell, re¬ 
mains dill a Doubt among the other Hiftorians of 
thole Times. Certain it is Rujinus was a Perfon 
of great Intereft with the Emperor, and being a 
Man of a bold afpiring Temper, he look’d on Pro - 
jnstus as a great (Jbftacle to his ambitious Defigns. 

The Emperor had hitherto try’d by Force of Arms 
to reflrain thofe Rovers, but the more effedlually 
to fupprcls ’em he publifh’d a Law, by which the 
Provincials of Macedonia had Power to refift, and 

I cut off thofe who enter’d upon theft Pofleffions, 
or lay lurking in the High-way; thereby abroga¬ 
ting an old Edidt, forbidding any private Man to 
levy War without the Knowledge or Approbation 
of the Emperor. 

At his Arrival at Confiantinople , FI. Jrcadius the 
fecond time, and Rujinus were declar’d Confuls; 
here finding himfelf for the prefent free from any 
Foreign Dillurbances, he began diligently to en¬ 
quire into the Corruptions that had lately crept 
into the State, reforming by feveral wholefome but 
fevere Laws a great many Abufes, that during the 
Public!; Calamities had been pradiifed by his Offi¬ 
cers. From this his Fatherly Care he was diverted 
hy News out of the Weft, where Valentinian was 
found ftrangled in his Palace. F'heodofius , during 
his Stay in Italy, had, as we obferv’d before, us’d 
all means to extirpate Heathenifm, reftraining by 
his Authority thole who appear’d the moft zealous 
Patrons for it; but at his Return they began to 
conceive new Hopes, and apply’d to Valentinian for 
his Favour and Protedtion, which when they were 
deny’d they enter’d upon new Mcafures,and confultcd 
howto purchafe a Toleration at the price ofTrea- 
fon, Arbogajles , a Frank by Nation, had at this 

time 
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time the Chief Command in the Army* he ow'i 

his firft Preferment to Gratian , and after his Dcatl 

wonderfully gain’d upon the Soldiers, who efleem’ 

him for his Experience in Military Affairs, and hi 

great Contempt of Money, and made him Geners 

without the Participation of Valentinian , fo tha 

he arrogated a Power to himfelf of controllingthi 

Emperor, and reprehending him for whatever hi 

thought done amifs. To him the difaffe&cd Part 1 

apply’d themfelves, and encourag’d him to defW 

that Power he had already fupplanted. About thi 

time Falenhnian was inform’d the Barbarians begai 

to threaten the Borders of Italy, and being then it 

Gaul refolv’d to March againft ’em, and chaflili 

their Irifolencej but whilll he was confuting it 

Council the propereft Means to forward his Ex 

pedition, he was thwarted in all his Defigns by if 

bogajles , with whofe Infolence he was fo much pro 

vok’d that he drew out his Sword, and attemprei 

to kill him, declaring he had rather kill 

than bear the Title of Emperor without enjojti 

the Authority ; but being with-held by fome whi 

Hood near him, he threw Jrbogajlcs a Paper, whid 

contain’d an Abrogation of his Command: Mi 

gaftos, when he had perufed the Contents of it,ton 

it in Pieces, declaring that he receiv'd not his Ah 

thority from him , nor Jhould it be in his Power to di 

vefi him of it-, and from this time us’d the unfortu 

nate Prince more like aPrifoner than his Soveraign 

difpofing of the Chief Commands in the Army ac 

cording to his own Pleafure, and placing fuch abou 

him, who obferv’d him rather as Spies, than obcyk 

him as Servants. In this melancholy Condition At 

imtinian fent and defir’d Aid from Thcodnfius ; bo 1 

Jrbogafes was gone fo far now, that he found n 

neceifuy to proceed farther,and made good that ok 

a (mall Dilhr.ce betwee; 

a th 
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« the Prifons and Graves of Princes-, and therefore 
got him privately to be murder’d at Vienna in France-, Valentini- 

having corrupted Come of the Officers belonging to j‘ er ™ ur ' 
his Chamber, who firangled him whilfl he was a- ' 
j]cep, and tying a Cord about his Neck bung him 
up, that the World might be induc’d to think he 
hill’d himfelf, and not tax them with bis Murder. 

Arhgajles had no Mind to appear guilty of fo bar¬ 
barous a Treafon himfelf, and therefore would not 
openly ufurp the Imperial Authority, but chofe ra¬ 
ther to confer it on Eugenius , who was to be Prince Eugenius 
only by his Perniiflion and Allowance. Eugenius u ^ s ' 
was a Man of great Learning, an accomplifh’d Ora¬ 
tor, elegant and facetious, but very uncapable of 
the Sovereign Dignity to which he was defign’d. 

Tho’ Jrbogajies endeavour’d to divert from himfelf 
the Odium of fo unnatural a Treafon, yet he is char¬ 
ged with it by all the Writers of that Age, who 
however feem not to condemn him fo much as his 
Guilt deferv’d; whether this proceeded from the 
Hopes they at firfl conceiv’d of Eugenius , or out 
of Complaifance to Tbeodojius, v/ho in the end was 

a Gainer by his Death, having the Sovereign Au¬ 
thority united in his own Family, is hard to deter¬ 
mine. 

The Ecclefiaftical Writers fay his Death was a r!je : 

publick Lofs to the World, and even Zozimus him- Vjieauui- 
lelf raifes no Charge againft him. Had he been fuf- an. 
fer’d to live longer he had undoubtedly proved an 
excellent Prince, being of a lively Spirit, valiant, 
fober, liberal, fincerc in bis Friendfhip, and devout 
in his Religion. He had in his Youth been commit¬ 
ted to the Care of St. Amfo'ofe, Bifliop of MiUn t 
whofc Inflruftions made him an Enemy, to Vice be¬ 
fore he was capable of learning what it.was. Tho’ 
i' e was young he was an abfolute Mafler of hisPaf- 
fions,and was generally more feyere to himfelf than 

be 
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he was to others. He was murder’d at Vienna in 
France , after he had reig’d flxteen Years and an 
half, and liv’d upwards of twenty. 

4 

IV. Tho’ all good Men were fenfibly afflidted at 
the Death of this innocent Prince, none appear’d fti 
nearly touch’d as Theodofius. , who had now loft a 

Collegueand Allie in the flower of his Age, dettroy’d 

by the treafonable Pra&ices of thofe, of whom he 
had great Reafon to be jealous; for Flrbogafles was 
bold and valiant, and Eugenius renown’d for his Learn¬ 
ing and other Virtues: fo that he made all Prepara¬ 
tions poflible for a War! In the midft of which Am- 
bafladors arriv’d from Eugenius the Ufurper, who, 
without taking the lealt notice of Jrbogafes , de¬ 
manded of him if he would admit of Eugenius as 
his Collegue, or confider him as his Enemy. f/w< 
dojiu's, according to his Cuflom, amufed the Am- 
bafladors with fair Words and Royal Prefcnts, dif- 
miffing ’em with ambiguous Anfwers, whilll heap- 
ply’d himfelf with gieat Diligence to his Military 
Preparations, in which he fpent almofl two Years 
concealing as much as poflible his Defigns 'till hi 
was able to put ’em in Execution. Like a Chriftian 
he made ufe of the Means Chriffianity fuggefledtc 
him, in order ro obtain the Divine Favour, publilh 
ing a new Edidt at Conjiantinopl'e agajnft the Heathct 
Worfhip, and reviving the ancient Laws againft He- 
reticles, their Ordinations and Aftemblics; and lib 
a Father of his People abrogated an old Law,whicl 
punifh’d thofe with Death, who fpokc (edition 
Words againft the Prince; Becaufe , laid he, if tk 
proceed from Levity they are • to be de[fifed, ij ftw 
Madnefs to be pitied , if from Malice to be forgiven. 
A. D. The Beginning of this Year Fheodofttis had <k 
393. clar’d his younger Son Honorim Emperor, and in- 
HoKoktvs tending to leave Jrcadius behind at Conjidntinoflt 

declar'd ° jy 

Emftror. 
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je committed him to the Care of Rufinus , who was 
ihereby vefted with almofl an unlimited Power. 
The Emperor flrengthen’d his own regular Troops 
with the Addition of feveral Barbarians inhabiting 
the other fide the Danube and Euxine Sea, who 
made him a voluntary Offer of their Service, and 
were of great ufe to him in this War, under the 
Conduct of Jlarich the Goth , who afterwards took 
Rome, and was the firfi: that led the Barbarians into 
Italy. For during this War they had an Opportu¬ 
nity of viewing the Country, of obferving the mod 
advantagious Paffcs, the Fruitfulnefs of the Soil, 
Strength of the State,andNumber of thelnhabitants 
and to were the better encourag’d to return after¬ 
wards with greater Numbers, and fubdue thofe they 
were now come to ferve. Having appointed Fima- 
fitis, Bacurius , and Stilicho, who had marry’d his 
Brother’s Daughter, Commanders in chief, he be¬ 
gan his Expedition the thirteenth of March the Year 
following, dire£ting his March through Thrace into 
Psnnonia , and defigning from thence to break thro’ 
the Julian dips into Italy , which the Ufurper had 
lately got into his own Power, and being arrived at 
Milan, tho’ he had hitherto made a Profeflion of 
Chriftianity, he turn’d afide to the heathenilb Su- 
perditions at the Infligations chiefly of Flavianus , 
PtsicCl; of Rome, who promis’d him mighry Ad¬ 
vantages from the Infpedtion of the Sacrifices, and 
Oblervation of the Stars> alluring him he was de¬ 
fin'd by Fate to rejlorc the ancient Greatnefs and 
Religion of the Romans, and that he would in time 
fa [ole Emperor of the IVor id. Hereupon he was 
peil'uaded to allow ’em the free Exercife of their 
Religion, to re-cdific the Altar of Viftory, and 
whatever elfc had been formerly deny’d ’em by the 
Emperors Fheodojius and Vakntinian: And hearing 
°1 fheodofus his Forwardnels he multer’d his For¬ 
ces, 
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ces, and fo fet out from Milan , accompany’d by 

irbagafles and Flavianus, whom he had made bjj 
Lieutenant-Generals, fwearing publickly at hisDe- 
parture, that if ever he liv'd to return victorious it 
would put all the Priefis to deaths and make a Su. 
hie of the great Church becaufe looking upon him 
as an Apoftate and Ufurper, they would not accept 
of his Offerings, nor fuffer him to communicate in 
Prayer with the reft of Faithful. 

, Eugenius ufed fo much Diligence in his March, 
that a detach’d Party had feiz’d on the Julian dip 
before Fheodoftus could come up, who however at¬ 
tack’d the Guards with fo much Bravery and Refo 
lution, that he eafily beat ’em out of that advanta. 
geous .Poft. Flavian the Prasfeft, fighting with 
much Obttinacy, was (lain in this A&ion,in wholi 
Fall Eugenius his Party fuffer’d a considerable Lofj, 
Stheodofius, trading to his Caufe, and his propitious 
Fortune, pulh’d on with great Alacrity, and having 
without much Difficulty pafs’d the Mountain, be 
defeended with all his Forces into the Plain, where 
he offer’d his Enemy Battel, which Eugenius with 
great Readinefs accepted- The Emperor difpos’d 
his Army into two Battalions, one confiding of tbi 
Barbarians, under the Command of Gaines and Bt- 
curias, the other of Romans led on by St Hick \ 
encouraging his Soldiers by his Prefence and Dif- 
courfe, admonifhing ’em to behave themfelves Hit 
Men, confiding in the Protection of their Saviour, 
under vfhofe Banner they fought. On the othei 
fide Eugenius had ercdfced the Standard of Her cub 
and behav’d himfclf like a Man furc of Vi&ory, 
deluded by the vainPromifesof the Heathen Pricfts, 
who in the Name of their Deities had promis’dhw 
Thcodofi- an entire Conqucft. At a Signal given bothArmifl 
ut ''W' engag’d, and Zozimus faith that during the Fighi 
j U ' there happen’d fo great an Eclipfe, that for a long 

*• ' " time 
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time the San was aldioft totally darken’d } however 
the Fight continu’d with great Slaughter, ’till in the 
End Eugenius prevail’d, for the Barbarians being un¬ 
able to ftand the Shock of the Roman Legions gave 
Ground, and were mod of’em cutoff together with 
Bmrius their Commander. N ight coming on both 
Parties retreated to their Camps, where Eugenius, 
concluding himfelf the ViCtor, and that nothing was 
to be fear’d from theodofius after fo great a Defeat* 
rewarded fuch of his Men as had behav’d themlelves 


bed, dilmiffing ’em all to their Eafe and Refrefh- 
ment. In the mean time ‘theodofius was advis’d by 
fuch as were about him not to hazard a fccond En¬ 
gagement, but rely upon the Fortune of another* 
Campaign, againft which time he would have lei- 
fure to recruit his Army, and be able to match his 
Enemy with an equal Number of Men j but the 
Emperor* collecting the Remainder of his Forces 
by break of Day, fell with an unexpected Bravery 
upon the Enemy, fecurely deeping in their Camp, 
killing all fuch who had not time to make any De¬ 
fence or beg for Quarter, and by this means refeued ^ de f CMs 
the Victory out of the Hands of a prefumptuous 
Ufurper, who feem’d to want nothing but the 
Head of theodofius to crown his Succefs. This is 
chiefly the Account Zozimus gives of the Fight, in 
the Subftance of which he agrees with others that 
have writ concerning it, only they make no men¬ 
tion of an Eclipfe, inftead of which they affure us 
that in the fecond Engagement fo violent a Temped 
wofc, as the Memory of Man could not equal, that 
it drove fo furioufly upon the Army of the Ufur- 
per that it turn’d their Arrows and Javelins back 
upon themfelves, and rais’d fo great a Duff as de¬ 
priv’d them of their Sight, fo that having two Ene¬ 
mies to encounter at once they were quickly over¬ 
thrown, In the beginning of the Fight Eugenius 

Q, had 
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had promis’d a great Reward to thofe who fhould 
bring him fi beodoftus alive or dead, thinking it i m< 
poflSle fbr him to efcape but now aftonifh’d at the 
impetuous Violence of the Tempeft, and concluding 
from thence that they fought againft Providence, 
feveral of bis Troops defpairing of Succefs went and 
fur render’d themfelves to the Emperor, begging 
Pardon for their Offence, and fwearing an inviolable 
Loyalty for the future. Theodofius receiv’d ’em into 
Grace, and order’d ’em to bring Eugenius into hii 
Prefence. The Ulurper obferving fome coming in 
great hafte towards him concluded they brought 
him News of the Vi6tory, and inftantly ask’d if 
they had not fecur’d Theodofm •, they return’d him 
no Anfwer, but to his Aftonifhment bound him and 
hurry’d him away to the Emperor, who reproach'd 
him for his Cruelty towards his Matter Vakntm\ 
accus’d him for the Calamities he had by the Wat 
brought upon the Empire, and upbraided him fol 
putting his Confidence in Hercules , in Diftroft and 
Defiance of the only true God} and without wait 
- ing for his Anfwer order’d his Head to be ftruck off 
drgobaftes, whofe Confcicnce told him he had grea 
reafon to expert the fame Punifhmcnt, turn’d hi 
own Executioner, and laid violent Hands upon him 
folf > tho’ the good Emperor made the fatneUfeo 
this Vi£tory as he had done of thofe that preceded 
bewailing the innocent Blood that had been fpilt ii 
the War, and as if he himfelf had been the Autho 
of it, for which reafon he abftain’d for fome tim 
from participating in the holy Myfterics of the Eu 
charift. The Children of Eugenius and Flavian hi' 
great reafon to think they were tofufferfor the Re 
bellionof their Fathers, and therefore betook them 
felves to San&uary, but by the Intcrceflion of Sr 
brofe , who came to /Jquileia there to congratulat 
l'heodofius for his late Vi6tory, the Emperor 


IK 
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only pardon’d them, but gave Order to have ’era 
inftru&edand confirm’d in the Principle? of the true 
Religion, and to be advanc’d to honourable Employ¬ 
ments in the State * acquiring not fo much Glory 
from his Succefs in the Field, as from fuch A&ions 
u thefe, truly worthy a Chriftian Prince, never 
enough to be commended, imitated, and admired. 

From Aquileia he remov’d to Milan , whither his 
Son Honorim came, according to his Order, from 
Cmjlantinople to attend him ; for now he found him- 
fclf indifpofed, and inclinable to a Dropfie, which 

| :arry’d him off in a fhoit time after. 

About this time, feveral Countries were fhaken 
»ith violent Earthquakes, others were drown’d with 
xceflive Rains, atcended by fo great a Darknefs as 
d not been obferv’d for a long time before j all 
ihich the Hiftorians of thofe Times feem to apply 
iOmens defign’d to uiher in the Fall of that grea; 

4 air, and.ithe Lofs the Roman Empire was to 

iftain in his Death. He was now arriv’d at the 

# 

eight of human Happinefs, for he had not only 
indicated the Imperial Authority from Ufurpatiou 
id Tyranny, but exercis’d it without a Cdmperi- 
>r, and united it in his own Family. He was faith- 
illy ferv’d by his Subje&s, and admir’d by his 
:ry Enemies ; and tho’ he found it impoffible to 
extirpate the Barbarians that had taken too deep a 
jlooc within the Roman Pale, yet he reprefs’d and 
|ia fotne mcafure civiliz’d ’em : And now as he was 
preparing to remove to Confiantinoplc , there to en¬ 
joy the Fruit of his Labours, he was feiz’d with a Hi f* lli 
htal Diftcmper at Milan , which put an end to his f uk ‘ 

Life and all his future Defigns. Asfoon as he per¬ 
k'd hirnfeif to be in Danger he made his Will, in 
^ich he made aDivifion of the Empire, bequeath- 
ln g the Eaft to his cldcft Sbn Atcadins^ aged abouc 
tightceu Years, und the Weft toHvnorw, who was 

Q z then 
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then almoft eleven; recommending the one to M. 
ms his Care and Direttion, and the other to that of 
Stilicho , who was made General of the Army. 
had at the fame time eas’d the People of feveral lm. 
pofitions, and pardon’d many Criminals * and refign- 
ing himfelf with a chearful Mind to the Will of 
God, he expir’d at Milan on the 17th of January 
after a glorious Reign of fixteen Years, and in the 
fiftieth of his Age according to fome, tho’ others 
fay he liv’d fixty, An. Ur. 1147, the third of the! 
193d Olympiad, in the Confulfhip of Qlybr'm and 
Probinus-, An. Dom. 397. 

The Reader will eafily conclude Theodofm dy'd 
univerfally lamented, when he confiders that he 
feem’d fent as a publick Blefling into the World; 
and that he was call’d to the Empire when theNe- 
ceftkiesof the State requir’d aPerfon of Experience, 
Courage, Condudt and Perfeverance. He ow’d 
much to Fortune, but more to himfelf, and m 
made Emperor more for the fake of thofe he waste 
govern than his own. His Virtues were as great 
whilftheliv’da private Life, but became afterward 
more confpicuous, and as at firft he difcountenanc’t 
Vice by his Example, fo he afterwards fupprefs'd i 
by his Authority j his Modefty at firft refus’d tha 
Power which the moft defervirg of his Predcceffoi 
had courted with Ambition, but he made it apjpea 
inthelftuethat no Man knew how to be Great net 
ter than himfelf. He was a Prince of exemplar 
Temperance 5 curious in the choice of his gres 
Officers and Counfellors j juft to his Friends, an 
generous even to his Enemies. In him we may fa 
were collected all the rare Qualities that were! 
eminent in the firft Romans , he had the Chndne 
of the Pontifices , the Moderation of the Conftris , tl 
Grandure of the Patricians , and the Meelcnefs an 
Humility of the Clients. The Wars he wascngng’ 
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in during his Reign were of other Mens kindling, 
not his own, and he only by his Courage and Con- 
dud put a flop to what others by their Tyranny 
and Ambition had begun. How kind a Father he 
was to the Publick appears in his leflening the 
Burden of Taxes, and that at a time, according to 
fhemijlius , when he had fuch an Army on Foot as 
the Roman Empire hardly ever faw before. He 
was juft in his Dealings to all Men, but fond of 
thofe that were good, making the Greatnefs of his 
Mind appear in his Liberality and Munificence to¬ 
wards ’em. He is faid both in Body and Mind to 
have refembled Ifrajan , only Tbeodofius was more 
Graceful and Majeftick j befides he was a Stranger 
to Trajan's Vices, fuch as Drunkennefs, Inconti¬ 
nence and Ambition. In this Character of Tfbeodo- 
fuis all the Heathen Authors of thofe Times unani- 
moufly agree, except Zozimus, who injurioufly taxes 
him with Incontinency, Sloth and Volupruoufnefs j 
tho’ at the fame time the force of Truth is preva¬ 
lent in him, when he confefles, that as by Nature 
this Prince was idle and una&ive, giving himfelf 
up to all manner of Debauchery, when the Affairs 
of the State left him at leifure for it j fo when ever 
he was call’d upon by any imminent Danger, which 
threaten’d the publick Safety, he rous’d himfelf 
as from a Dream, Ihook off thofe Vices of his Na¬ 
ture, and went as readily to Work as if Labour 
and Difficulties had been familiar to him. Chri- 
ftan Authors have defervedly commended him 
upon another Account, his Zeal for the Chriftian 
Religion, in which he equal’d, if not exceli’d 
any of his Glorious Predeceffors * many Inftanccs 
they have given us of his great Care for, and Sub- 
[niflnn to the Ordinances of the Church, and of 


his 


Spiritual Obedience Sozomen tells us, that. 
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Whilll 
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whflft thaEmperor continu’d in Italy after the De. 
ftat of Maximus an Infurreftion happen’d at Thif 
falonjca * in which the Seditious kill’d Botericus, ttic 
Emperor’s Lieutenant in lllyrkum , and feveral of 
the JMagiftrates j that 'fheodofiu 's being inform’d of 
it commanded a great number of the Mutineers to, 
be put to Death, but at the Interceflioh of St. M- 
brofe he revok’d his Orders, and pardon’d them. Some 
time after feveral of the great Men in his Coart 
reprefented to him, that the ThefTalonians had brn 
encouraged to this S'cdiiion by his too great Indul¬ 
gence fawn to thofe at Antioch, and upon nmj 
other Occaftons j and that if he permitted *etn ton 
unpunifad , h’S Officers for the future would be in 
continual Danger of their Lives , and that he tvouli 
he conflantly alarmed with fame new Commotiom. 
The Emperor was fenfibly affedted with this Re- 
monftrance, and inftantly difmifs’d fome of his 
Troops to Lheffalonica, where in three Days time 
they cruelly mafHicred above feven thoufand Peo¬ 
ple, without regard either to Age, Sex or Condi¬ 
tion, murdering the Ifinocent as well as Guilty. 
At this time an AfFembly of Biftwps was held at 
Milan, who iiirexpfefr’d how much they abhorr'd 
fo cxceffive a Severity in the Prince. Whereupon 
St- vlmbrofe writ a Letter to 7 ‘heodofms, in which, 
with a Confidence noways injurious to the Ilefpeft 
he ow’d his Soveraign, he reprefented to him the 
Enormity of his Crime, and exhorted him to make 
an Attonement by a fincere Submifiion and Repen¬ 
tance. The Emperor being arrv’d at Milan, was 

going to perform his Devotions in the great Church, 

mtp;. y/hich St. Jmbrofe deny’d him Entrance, ’till 
he had expiated fo publick a Crime by as publick 
a Penance. To this the Emperor readily iubmit- 

ted, and return’d to his Palace with Tears in his 

Eyes, 
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Eyes, and a Heart full of Divine Contrition, and 
perform’d with a moft Chflftian Submiffion all the 
Duties of an open Penance, as they were enjoin’d 
by the Canons of the Church, and the Cuftoms of 
thofe Times *, and to make the Empire an honou¬ 
rable Amends for his Fault, he then publifh’d^ or 
at lead enforc’d the Obfervance of an E’dififc, by 
which all Criminals were to have a Refpite of thirty 
Days allow’d ’em, between the pronouncing of the 
Sentence and the Execution, and thereby prevented 
both himfelf and hisSuccelTors from falling into the 
like Error for the future. I have given the Reader 
this fignai Example of a Divine Relignation, and 
leave him to make what ufcful Ohfervations he 
thinks fit upon it. 
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From the Death o/ Theodofius the Great , 
to the Taking of Rome the firfi time by 

the Goths. 


Containing the Space of almoft r 6 Tears. 


I.THE World can never difcern the Worth of 
I a Prince fufficiently ’till .they have loft him, 
of which the Toman Empire was too fenfible after 
the Death of Theodofius. The Subject of the re¬ 
maining part of this Hiftory will he the Decay and 
Ruin of the greateft State that ever gave Laws to 
the reft of the World, and the Reader mud now 
behold the Roman Commonwealth ftruggling in; 
Death, opprefs’d by her own Slaves, and over-pow* 
er’d by thofe {he at firft arrogantly contemn’d. 

Theodofws, as we obferv’d before, unhappily di¬ 
vided the Empire at his Death between his two 
S.ons, who being too young to govern of them- 
fejyss were committed to the Care and Direction of 
fuch, who apply’d their Power more to the grati¬ 
fying their own private Intereft and Ambition, than 
to the Honour and Safety of the Empire. Ant- 
dius, immediately after his Father’s Death, repair’d 
to Confiantinople, left the People {hould affedi any 
dangerous Change upon the News of fo general a 
Calamity, where he iflued out feveral Edi£b for 
the Confirmation of fuch Laws as had been pub- 
ljfh’d by Theodoftus againft the Hereticks and Hea* 
thens. in the mean time Rufinus and Stilkbo , out 


of Envy to each others Grcatncfs, grew fuch im¬ 
placable Enemies, that in Profecution of their fede¬ 
ral pernicious Projc&s they confounded all things 

Divine 
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pivine and Human, and feem’d to rend that Em¬ 
pire afunder, which fheodojius defign’d only to 
have divided.. By this means v the Barbarians, who 
had been receiv’d into the Empire, were invited 
to make ufe df fo; favourable an Advantage, and 
began to think of fetting up for themfelves, of be¬ 
coming Conquerors inftead of Subje&s, of lharing 
the'JProvinces amongtt them, and erecting Princi¬ 
palities of their'own. Arcadius and Honorius were 
indeed honour’d with the Imperial Titles, but the 
Sovereign Power retted folely in Stilicho and Rufi- 
Wi the one Commanding at his Pleafure in the 
Eaft, and the other in the Weft. They undertook 
to determine all Suits and Controverfies, which 
they did with a molt Arbitrary Partiality, drawing 
the Wealth of whole Provinces into their own 

Coffers, and impoverilhing Nations to enrich them- 
felve$. The Princes all this while were ignorant 
of their Practices, approving whatfoeyer they did 
or propos’d, which carry’d with it the Strength and 
Validity of a Law. Rufinus in a fhort time ren¬ 
der’d himfelf odious to the People through his 
Pride and Arrogance. From an obfeure Beginning 
he had Been rais’d to the greateft Employments in 
the State, fo that he began to think himfelf re¬ 
mov’d but one Step from the Imperial Dignity, to 
which he had a great Defire to attain, and the 
readied: way he thought was to marry his Daugh¬ 
ter to Arcadius j for being the Emperor’s Father-in- 
Law he concluded he could do no lefsthan afiume 

A 

him for his Colleguc. The Overtures were made 
byfomc of his Inllruments with great Secrecy to 
drcadiiis , which however by degrees became the 
Difcourfe of the People, and increas’d their Averfion 
to him ; but none oppos’d his Defignslo effc&ually 
as Rutropius, one of the Emperor’s Eunuchs, and Eut '’ 0 P' lu 
(t Pcrfon in great Eftcem with him. Prowoim left u 
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Florentine, who bid 


two Sons behind him, who in 'fbeodofius his Life, 
time were brought up with his own Children, one 
of which had at prefent a Virgin in the Family of 
extraordinary Beauty > Lome fay fhe was Gratm\ 
Daughter, others that fhe was the Daughter of 
Bauto, who had been Conful with dr cad ins ; this 
Lady Eutrcpius upon all Occafions commended to 

the Emperor, extolling her in a high degree as the 
rood perfect Workmanfhip in Nature, and fo far 
prevail’d that- he confented to marry her. Rufimi 
was juft return’d to Confiantinople from Antioik, 
where he had given the World a new Inftancc of 
his Cruelty and Ingratitude, 
been PrafeSlus Pratorio in Julian's Reign, had a 
Son call’d Lucian > this Gentleman made his Cport 
to Rufous, prefentirig him with PoflTeffions of a ve¬ 
ry confiderable Value, upon which account Rup 
ms recommended him to the Emperor, who made 
him Corns of the Eaft, in which Office be be¬ 
hav’d himfelf with the greateft Juftice and Mode¬ 
ration, and was fo far from being a Refpedter of Per¬ 
forms, that he rejefted a Propofal made to him by 
the Emperor’s own Uncle Eucberius , in which he 
requir’d fomething that was not fit for him to grant) 
whereupon Eucberius complain’d of him to the 
Emperor, who reproach’d Rufous for impofmgfo 
unworthy a Man upon him. Rufous , inftead ol 
protecting one who had purchas’d his FriendfhipX 
fo great a Price, communicating his Thoughts to a 
very few made hafte to Antioch , where he enter'd 
Ruffinusin the Night time, apprehended Lucian, and with' 
hn Cruelty, out any Accufer commanded him to make his DC' 

fence > he order’d him to be beaten on the Neck 
with Leaden Balls’till be expir’d under the Tor 
ment, and then put him into a clofe Litter, endea¬ 
vouring to perfuade the People that he was foil s ‘ 

live, and might expeft fome Favour at his Handsi 

bu' 
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but they being too femfible of the Truth highly 
rcfented fo barbarous a Proceeding: Rufinus r to ap- 
afe ’em, built ’em. a moft magnificent Portico, and 
o gave the City at once an Pittance of his Cruel¬ 
ty and Prodigality} and from thence he return’d to 
CtHjlantimpley pleafing himfelf with the Thoughts 
of his future Affinity with the Emperor, and the 
Eftabliffiment of his own unlimited Power, but he 
had not been long there, before he found the Em- 
peror by Eutropius his means marry’d to Eudoxia, ^ u ' r J y J iy 
and himfelf difappointed of his airy Imaginations. 

This he Was refolv’d to revenge upon Eutropius, and 
from henceforward he labour’d to pofiefs himfelf of 
that Power by Treafon, which he could not pur* 
chafe by bis lntreagues, to which he was themore 
incited by Stiliebo’ s fuccefsful Attempts in the Weft, 
fd'r he had not only marry’d his Daughter to Ho- 
■ttriuS) but had the Command of the Flower of 
the Roman Army difpos’d in CJarrifon up and down 
the heft Cities, which by that means were all at 
his Devotion} for being Captain-General of the Ar¬ 
ty at Theodofw his Death, he referv’d the beft of 
•the Troops to himfelf, and diimifs’d rhofe of left 
Eflimation into the Eaft:. Rufinus was inform’d 
that Stiliebo had the Preference in Tbeodofius his 
Will, that he was left Governour to both his Sons 
?likc, and was coming into the Eaft to make ufe of 
his Authority accordingly. This Journey Rufinus R-.ifimit 
endeavour’d by all means poftible to prevent, ew- ^ 
(favouring at the fame time ro weaken, as much™* 1 
U he could, the Forces of Area dins •, in thefe De- 
figbs he was afiiiled, by Inrtruments more wicked 
than he could have expe&cd or defir’d. Rufinus 
thought it would be much to his Advantage if he 
C( Hild lot the Barbarians into Greece , and therefore 
bade Antiochus Governor of it, a Man bafely de¬ 
generating from the Virtue and integrity both of 

his 
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Bis Father and his Brethren $ at the fame time he 
deliver’d the Straits of Thermopylae into the Cuilo- 
dy of Gerontius , who he was fare would fecond 
him in any villainous Attempts upon the Common¬ 
wealth. Alarich had all this while the Command 
of the Barbarians, employ’d by Theodofm again! 
the Ufurper Eugenius. Rufinas obferv’d him to 
of an Unquiet, Seditious Temper, Haughty and 
Impetuous, and at prefent difiatisfy’d, for that he 
had been rewarded with no better Preferment. He 
His veal- therefore fends privately to him, and advifes him 
ings with t0 b e hi s own Carver i he encourages him to draw 

together thofe of his own Country, and all fuchof 
any other Nation as would follow his Fortunes 
and march boldly at the Head of ’em,affiiring him 
he fhould meet with no Oppofition. 

In Confidence of this Promife Alarich quits 
Thrace, and marches into Macedonia and Tkp\) y 
deftroying all the Country as He march’d, arid 
coming near to Thermopylae, by Meflengers he in¬ 
form’d Gerontius and Antiochus of his Approach. 
Gerontius ,according to his Inftru&ions, immediate¬ 
ly withdrew his Guards from the Straits , and fo 
open’d a free Pafiage for the Barbarians into Greta 
where they rag’d with unexampled Fury, killing all 
the Males that were able to oppofe ’em, and driving 
away the Boys and Women in great Numbers, to- 
gether with the Wealth of the Country, which 
fell all into their Hands. AH Bceotia, and thofe 
other Parts of Greece that felt their Fury, worethe 
Marks of it for a long time after. They pierc’d into 
Argos, Corinth and Lacedemon, rifling the Temple 
and pillaging all the wealthy Cities, which wereun- 
fortify’d through the Avarice of the Roman Ma¬ 
gi fixates, who were ready to ferve the Lull and 
Ambition of thofe who were in Power, tho’ at the 

Expencc of their own Country. Thcfc Proceeding! 
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0 f the Barbarians ferv’d to feed the Ambition of 
Rujinus, who hop’d, to fucceed better in hisDefigns 
upon the Empire, whilft it labour’d .under fueh 
Publick Calamities; but Stilicbo , who as yet had stilicho 
more generous Thoughts, and was intent upon the marchej 
Prefervation of the Common-wealth, having firft^^ 
reprefs’d the Franks , the Suevi, and the Germans e 
v/ho were aiming at fome Commotions in the Weft, 
and thereby quieted all behind him, refolv’d to 
march to the Succour of Achaia. Accordingly he 
fet forward wich the Weftern Toops, and thofe 
of the Eaft that had been left in Italy ever fince 
the Defeat of Eugenius , and landing fafe in Pelopon- 
nefus, was in a fair way of ruining the Barbarians. 

The whole Army exprefs’d a great Forwardnefs for 
the Expedition, and earneftly defir’d to come to an 
Engagement with them, and revenge the Miferies 
they had brought upon the Empire; which without 
doubt they had effedted, had not Rujinus , who con¬ 
cluded that when once the Barbarians were reprefs’d 
the Storm would fall upon his own Head, prevail’d 
with Arcadius to fend for the Oriental Troops for 
the Defence of Conjlantinople , and reftrain the Hums , 
who by the like Artifices had broken into the Em¬ 
pire. Stilicho was extreamly furpriz’d at this Or¬ 
der, which he thought depriv’d him of a certain 
'Vi&ory, and put the Empire into imminent Dan¬ 
ger,. The Chief Commanders in the Army were 
as much concern’d as their General, however they 
thought fit to march in Obedience to.the Empe¬ 
ror's Orders, which they were fenfible Rujinus had 
by his Artifices procur’d, on whom therefore they 
were refolv’d to be reveng’d, as on an Enemy to 
the State* and fo they fet forward under the 
•Conduft of Gaines , a great Friend of Stilicho' s, who 
had promis’d him to remove his Antagonift, and 
ptomote his Jntercft in the Eaft. About this time 

Theodo/ms 
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Tbeodofias his Corps was brought froth Milan w 
Confiantinople, where he was bury’d with more Sot 
letnnity of Grief than Pomp of State* theCercmo* 
ny ferving to remind the People of what they had 
loft, and the defencelefs Condition of the Empire; 
Rufinas had a great many brave Troops at his De¬ 
votion, commanded by Perfons of the firft Quality 
who had conlpir’d to proclaim him Emperor imme¬ 
diately upon the Arrival of that out of the Weft: 
The Purple was prepar’d, and the Donative ready 
for the Soldiers! Who fuffer thcmfelves too often to 


be corrupted by Prefents. Gaines being come at 
the Head of his Army within a few Hours March 
to Confiantinople , gave Arcad'm notice of his Ap< 
proach, and that purfuant to his Orders he was come 
to his Relief j of this the Emperor was highly fatif- 
fy’d, and was pleas’d to go out of the City and meet 
the Soldiers in Perfon, being inform’d ’twas an Ho» 
nour his Predeceffors ufually paid to the Army. The 
Soldiers receiv’d him with the Refpeft due to hit 
Dignity, but upon a Signal given by Gaines they 
Rufinusfurrounded Rufinas , whole Thoughts were puffed 
pim. U p with imaginary Empire, and cut him in pie 1 

ces i his Head was fix’d upon the Top of a Lance, 
and expos’d to the View of the People, who abo-* 
minated him for his excelfive Cruelty and Extorti¬ 
on, and therefore beheld it with much Satisfaftioii! 


They were well pleas’d at the Invention of a cer¬ 
tain Soldier, who took his right Hand* and by i 
witty Contrivance opening ana doling his Fingei’i 
at pleafure, went up and down the City beggingar 
Alms for that infatiable Creature. Thus fell R4‘ 


nus, who well deferv’d the Ulage he receiv’d, ha¬ 
ving by his Ambition involv’d the Publick in grc al 
Difficulties, and procur’d the Ruin of many pi'ivart 
Families. The Harms and the Goths , who had bed 
led into the Empire by his Means, could never af 

re r ward 
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erwards be expell’d, but took fo deep a Root, and 
tfewup by Degrees to fych a Strength and Refo- 
Iition, thak at firft they fliook off the Yoke of the 
Rmtif, and at iaft brought 'em into Subje&ion, as 
yeihall fee hereafter. Upon Rufinus his Death, Eu~ 
ropius , who had concurr’d with Stilicho in ail his 
Devices againft him, was made chief Miniiier in 
his Room j fecuring the greateft Part of his Eftate 
to his own ufe, but giving others Liberty to reaf- 
(ame what had been unjuftly taken from ’em. His 

| ,,, ifeand Children, fearing they lhould fall a Sacri- 
e to the Fury of the People, took Sanctuary in 
Church, from whence by the Emperor’s Permif- 
in they retir’d to Jerufalem , where they fperrt the 
i©f their Days. 

Euiropius being thus confirm’d in his Mailer’s 
vour, fucceeded Rufinus not only in his Power Eufropiu* 
I bis Employments, but what is worfe in his as bud m 
uelty, his Avarice, and his other villanous Qua- Ruiillut - 
ics, fo that Rufinus feem’d Hill to furvive in this 
eked Eunuch. He was a declar’d Enemy to Virtue 
1 virtuous Men* nor had he any farther Regard 
Religion than as he could make it fubfervienc to 
Inteieft. He abus’d with much infolence his 
ifter’s Power, who being young, and addicted 
his Pleafures, refign’d the Government of his 
airs into his Hands. And the better to confirm 
ifelf in his Authority, he endeavour’d to remove 
thofc out of the way, who feem’d to bear any 
iy in the Court. For this end he began his 
>i«Q:ices upon e timafius s a Man who had been a long 
timea principal Commander in the Army, and had 
'nmany Wars ferv’d the Government with muck 
honour, Courage and Integrity. Being fome time 
before this at Sardis he accidentally met with one 

a Native of Laodicea in Syria, a mean in- 
c °nlidcrablc Perfon, and who for fome notorious 

Crime 
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Crime had been forc’d to fly his Country: Ttmjn 
perceiving him of a facetious infinuating Convert 
tion, without ever enquiring fafther into his Chi 
fa&er, admitted him to his Familiarity, preferr 
him to the Command of a Cohort, and took hi 


Confiantinople 


- 

becaufe hehai 


Magiftrates were highly difpleas’d, 
been formerly banifh’d that City for fome Offeno 
committed by him. This Man Eutropius thought 
fit Inftrument for his Villany, and with many Gif 
and more Promifes perfuaded him to accufe Timafm 
of High-Treafon. Hereupon the Villain counter 
feits a Writing, in the Contents of which Timaftt 
is charg’d with affecting the Imperial Dignity,* 
is therefore brought without delay to his Tryal 
where the Emperor himfelf prefided firft as Judge 
but finding the People diflik’d the Proceeding, an 
were afham’d to fee a Pcrfon of Tmafius his Digni 
ty forc’d to anfwer the mercenary Accufations of fc 
infignifkant and fcandalous a Rafcal, he quitted th 
Employ ment, and fubftitutes Saturninus and Pm 
plus in his room. Saturninus was an ancient Man, 
and had gone through many great Offices, butw 
given to Flattery, and in the Court of Judicatur 
to pafs fuch Sentences,as were likely to pleafc thoft 
who were in greateft Favour with the Prince. Pit 
copius had been Falens his Fathcr-in-Law, andwai 
rigid and inflexible, pretending to have a greatRe- 
gard to Right and Equity •, as indeed he appear'd 
in this Cafe, for he endeavour’d to convince SM‘ 
ninus how unreafonable a thing it was, that a Man 
fo notorious as Bargus (hould be fuffer’d to accufe 
fo great a Perfon as Timafius , and after he had been 
oblig’d in fo extraordinary a manner endeavour to 
betray and deftroy his Benefa&or. However Saif 
Minus his Sentence prevail’d in the End, notwitk 
Handing this reafonable Rcmon (trance j and 

w t 
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confin’d to Oajis, a barren uncomfortable Place, 

,ut of which there could be no Efcape for thole 
ho were once brought thither j for it wasfurround- 
:d with a large defolate Defart full of Sand, which 
Doving to and fro with the Wind fuffer’d noTrafl: 
ir Foocftep of any former Travellers to be feen: 
r mftu! being thus remov’d, a Report was fpread 
ibroad that his Son Syagrius , allifted by a Company 
if Robbers, had intercepted him and forc’d him 
im the Guards, who were fent by the Emperor 
lo conduct him to his Place of Exile. Whether 
bis Report was true, or rais’d by fome of Eutropius's 
fcreatures, is uncertain, tho’neither the Father nor 
“'on were heard of ever after. 

‘Bargus receiv’d the Command of a Cohorr, as a A. D. 
eward for his extraordinary Service to Eutropius^ 396. 
id was deceiv’d with the Hopes and Promifes of 
eater Things, not thinking that his Treachery to 
is great Benefaftor Eimafius would teach Eutropius 
lo be upon his Guard, and deal with him accord- 
igly> this his fenfelefs Security drew upon him the 
ildgment he ; deferv’d, for Eutropius taking an Op- 
irtunity of his Abfence', perfuaded hi* Wife, who 
r as then at variance wich her Husband, to prefenc 
ie Emperor with fome Papers of dangerous Confe* 
juence, and among the relt many heavy Accufations 
gain A Bargus ; whereupon Eutropius brought him Ba rg us put 
nlhntly tohisTryal, where he was convi&ed, fen-p 1 '* 4 * 
need and executed accordingly, bo certain is th thu p rocun- 
and of Juftice to pumlh, firft or Lalt, thofe who«»«. 
te guided by no Rule, nor obferve any Law that 
Jlterferes with their private Intereft, how unrea- 
mably foever grounded or purfued. 

And now Eutropius , intoxicated with Power, and 
lrr °Rant through his Succefs, employs bis' Spies in 
Quarters and in every Cornet, by whofe Infer* 

oppreffin 

tho 


*wos he made his own Advantage, 
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thofe who were confiderable for their Authority, 
or confpicuous for their Eftates, and excluding fuch 
from the Prefence of the Emperor, who had the 1 
Courage to tell him how much he was abus’d. A- 
mong chefe was Abundantius , a Man confiderable 
in the Common-wealth in Grattan's, time, and who 
had been Praetor and Conful under Theodofun. Hi s 
Virtue, Experience, and Authority, were Qualifi. 
cations no way agreeable to Ev.tropins , fo that he 
prevail’d, through his crafty Infinuations with the 
Emperor, to have him ftripp’d of his Honours am 
Eftate, and confin’d to Sidon in Phoenicia, where hi 
dy’d. After this he found none in Conftantmpln 
ble to difpute or rival his Power, and fo was moreatj 
leifure to turn his Eyes towards the Weft, where hi 
obferv’d Stilicho governing with an unlimited Alt' 
thority, belov’d by the Emperor, carefs’d by the Sol 
diets, and inclinable to come to Confiantinople, wbic 
it confifted with his Intereft to prevent, and there 
fore he perfuaded Arcadius to fummon the Senate, 
in which Stilicho is declar’d a publick Enemy toth 
Empire. After which he fo far practis’d upon Gil¬ 
do , who was Governor in Africk , that he renounc 
his Obedience to Honorius , owning Arcadius for his 
Sovereign, or rather fetting up for himfelf-, reftrah 
fng that Supply of Corn with which Rom us’d ti 
be furnifti’d, and thereby creating a great Scarcity 
in that populous City. This Gildo , as we obferv’d 
before, was one of the Sons of Nubel , who whillt 
he liv’d was a potent Prince in Mauritania, fn the 
time of his Brother F'vrmus his Rebellion Gildo ftuci 
faftto the Romans , for whom he appear’d fo zealous 
that Theodojius , as a Recompcncc for his Services 
confcrr’d many Honours upon him, and made hit 
his Lieutenant in Africk. For fome time he be 


ti 


hav’d himfelf with much Refpeft and Obedience 
the Empire, but finding it embroil’d upon Eupi* 

In 
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is Ufurpationj he declin’d joining the Forces un- 
cr his Command with fheodofius , and began then 
„ entertain Thoughts of a Revolt j but after his 
)Mtb, prefuming upon the Incapacity of his Sons, 
it (truck in with Eutropius , and made himfelfabib- 
jte Mailer of Jfrick. Gildo had then a Brother, 
111 I'd Mazefcel or Mazezil , who oppos’d him with 
pmuch Activity, that he was violently enrag’d a- 

I iinft him, and had a Defign upon his Life} upon 
hich Mazezil fled into Italy , where he gave the 
mperor and Stilicho a juft Account of the Province, 
form’d ’em of the readied way to fupprefs the U- 
rper, and offer’d to undertake the Service himfelf, 
ovided they would place him at the Head of a 
fficient Army. The Emperor had great Reafon 
diftruft this Barbarian’s Sincerity, but the City was 
duc’d to fuch a Scarcity of Provifions through the 
tbellion in Jfrick, that he was glad to embrace 
y Offer that was propos’d to extinguifli it. W here¬ 
on the War was declar’d againft Gildo in the Se- 
te, and committed to the Management of Maze- 
'■ Of this when Gildo was inform’d, he in great 
ige murder’d two of his Brother’s Sons, whom he 
ad lefc behind in Jfrick j which ferv’d only to in¬ 
line his Brother with more Animofity againft him, 
W to profccute the War with great Application, 
ke to his Rebellion he had added the unnatural 
(id of Parricide. 

In the mean time the People of Rowe, tho’ they 
Krcaffli&ed with a Famine at home, and threat- 
in’d with great and almoft unavoidable Dangers from 
kid, in afenfelefs Security gave themfelves up to 
II manner of Luxury and Prodigality. The Goths, 
fld other barbarous Nations, were by degrees grown 
ofamiliar to ’em, many of whom they had enter- 
lio’d within their own Walls, that they became 
end of their Fafhions, and began to imitate’em in 
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their Drefles, thinking their own dull and unpoliH 
ed: This was look’d upon as a fatal Prelude to wha 
follow’d not long after} for’tis almoft a certain Sig 
that that Nation will in time be fubjefted to tholi 
of whofe Fancies they are fond ■, and that they t 
whofe Imaginations they fubmit their Reafon, wi 
in time become Mailers both of their Perfonsan 
Eftates. This Extravagance was attended by anc 
ther altogether as unreafonable * they were infatui 
ted with a Madnefs of Building, and that at a dm 
when the City was already grown too great for th 
Inhabitants, and the Inhabitants too many for tli 
Provifions that wdre brought to it. Both the! 
Extravagances Honorius endeavour’d to reftrain b 
two feveral Edifls, but to little purpofe, for the 
flill perfifted in their Imitation of the Barbariani 
and the humour of Building continu’d fo long, 'ti 
the City her felf Hid down from her feven Hill 
and repos’d her felf, as for Eafe, in the Campus Mm 
tius. 

This Year was remarkable for a Council held! 
Carthage , wherein were framed feveral remarkabl 
Canons, by which we may judge of the pious an 
felf-denying Temper of the Prelates that celebrate 
■ihe Death j t j n t h e f amc y e ar dy’d St. Ambrofe , Bilhopt 

biofc Am " Milan, who is accus’d of fome Do&rinal Errors 
° ' whereby we arc to know that the bell of Men at 

not infallible j for he maintain’d, as wellasSt.Mto] 
that all Men indifferently are to undergo a fiery fry 
at the laft Day } that even the Juft are to pafi tbm% 
it , and be thereby ekanfed from their Sins but tl 
Vnjuft are to continue in it for ever. He likewil 
taught, that the Faithful fioould be rais'd gradually t 
the laft Day , according to the Degree of their partict 
far Merits : That the Bow God promis'd Noah I 
would place in the Firmament after the Deluge , ^ 

Tbken that he nt ver intended to drown the IVor Id W* 

0 
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■as not to be underflood of the Rain-bow , which can 
mr appear in the Night , but fome viftble Virtue 
f the dlmighty •, and feveral other Tenets, wherein 
e differ’d from the reft of the Orthodox Fathers, 
nd which afterwards gave occafion to many Spe- 

ulations. 

The Year following Honoring was Conful the A. D, 
nurth time with Eutychianus: And Stihcho and Eu- 398. 
ropiHS, w h o h ad hitherto appear’d publicklyto be in 
pod Terms with each other, now broke out into 
pen Enmity, agreeing ftill however in pillaging 
nd opprefling the Publick. All Employments were 
t their Difpofal, the Power of Pardon and Punifh- 
nent refted folely in them, fo that all Men became 
heir Courtiers and Dependants, At this no Man 
fas more offended than Gaines , who thought his 
Services little regarded, his Perfon negle£led, and 
one preferr’d buc thole who were able to pay the 
ligheft Price for it. Thefe Confidcrations made him 
urn Male-content,fo that he began to think of raifing Gaines 
icw Commotions, and communicated his Thoughts'« rwiW ^ e - 
0 one Tribigild , a bold couragious Soldier, fk COTIt '" f ‘ 
or any defperate Undertaking. Tribigild had the 
Command of fome Troops of Horfe of the Bar¬ 
barians that lay quarter’d in Phrygia, and having 
:oncerred his Matters with Gaines , he left Conflan- 
ksfle under a Pretence of muftering his Troops, 
ind viewing the Condition they were in j but as 
bon as he had plac’d himfelf at the Head of ’em 

S c laid all the Country wafte before him, killing Tribigild 
len, Women and Children, and upon a Promilc«M. 
f flee Booty got fuch a Company of pilfering 
agabonds together, that all Aftafccm’d to be threa¬ 
ten’d with Dcfti uftion. Lydia was in an Uproar, 
rom whence the Inhabitants drew down towards the 


m. 
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w» and pafs’d over into other Parts to avoid the 
empdt thev fiiw readv to break upon ’em. Ar- 


empdt they ftw ready to break upon ’em 
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cadius being inform’d of all this had no Senfc of th 

public!? Calamities, nor Difcretion enough tori 

move ’em, but ^ke a helplefs unadtive Frince n 

lign’d all to the Management of Eutropius, whomai 

Choice of Gaines and Leo for the Generals of tf 

War, by whofe Condudfc and Fidelity he maden 

doubt but Eribigild would quickly be reduc’ 

Leo had Orders to march into Jlfia, and difper; 

the Barbarians that were met in a confus’d manm 

together ■, and Gaines was to have an Eye upc 

fthrace and the Straits of the Hellefpont , to prevci 

any Irruptions on that Side. Thus was the Empi 

ror fhamefully abus’d, and the Empire cruelly a 

fiidted by open and avowed Enemies that wei 

fworn to her Deftruftion, and by treacherous, unski 

ful Generals, who undertook the Care of her Di 

fence; for Leo had no other Qualification tbatcoii! 

warrant his Pretence to fo high an Employraen 

but his Intimacy with Eutropius ; and Gaines, l 

Birth and Inclination was an avow’d Enemy toil 

Roman State. However they both marched ftoi 

Conftantinople according to their Inftruttions, at 

Gaines , purfuant to the Agreement between ’eit 

fent and advifed Eribigild to draw with his Forc< 

down towards the Hellefpont. Had this Defignbtc 

as warily executed, as it was cunningly fuggeib 

all /Ifia and the Et\ft mull unavoidably have bcc 

loft, but Fortune had not yet totally abandon’ 

the Roman Common-wealth. He lefc Conjhwtmf 

with a Heat and Impetuofity natural to Barbarian! 

and fent not his Advice to Eribigild ’till he wasar 

rived at Heraclea , and then Iribigilcl was afraid! 

obferve his Orders, left be ftiould fall in with tb 

Forces that were by that time fent to guard tk 

Conft ; fo that having wafted all Phrygia, ho id 

with the fame Barbarity upon Ptfulia. The Itij'J 

bitants fent to Gaines for Relief, which he, will 

nine' 
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much Artifice, prolong’d fending, whilftieft hover’d 
about the Hellefpont without daring to encounter 
ibe Enemy, who ravag’d the Country at Difcretion, 
roving up and down without meeting the leaitOp- 
polition, being daily reinforced by fome ®r other 
of his Countrymen, who inftead of defending their 
friendly Neighbours, th e Romans, join’d with their 
Enemies, and drew their Swords againft ’em. 

Gaines pretended all this while to be highly ex- 
afperated againft him, but at the fame time magni- 
fy’d his Stratagems and fagacious Condudt, affirm¬ 
ing he effedted more by that than the Force of his 
Arms, He pafs’d over into Afia with a Pretence 
[ooppofe and chaftife him, but was fo far from do¬ 
ing any thing that tended that way, that he fate 
down as a Spe&ator, whilft Tribigild laid all the 

and burnt the Cities about him. 


Country wafte, 

Giines expedted he 


would have march’d out of 


fhrygia, and have mov’d towards the Eaft, to which 
be privately advis’d him, and affifted him under¬ 
hand with fome Forces for the Expedition. Indeed 
bad Tribigild diredted his Courfe into Lydia he had 
cafily matter'd Ionia, and from thence he might 
have pafs’d over into the Iflands with as confidera- 
ble a Fleet as he pleas’d, and fo have over-run all 
the Ealt, and have march’d up as far as Egypt with¬ 
out any Oppofition. But diredting his Courfe to¬ 
wards Pamphylia , he fell into a craggy mountainous 
Country, where there was no poffibility for his 
Horfe to march. There indeed he found no Army 
tooppofehim, but met with one Valentine, a Ci¬ 
tizen of Selga, a fmall Town in Pamphylia , fituate 
upon a Hill, who had rais’d a Body of Slaves and 
Countrymen, that by their frequent Difputcs with 
theKobbcrs of thofc Parts had learn’d how to make 
fodden Onfets, and frame advantageous Ambuffics. 
Thefe Men Valentins plac’d upon fuch Hills as 
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were near the Paftage, and fo difp.os’d ’en? with the 
bed Skill he had, that they with eafe and unob- 
ferv’d cotild behold all that came that way. fo 
loon as they law Tribigild was enter’d the Straits , with 
huge Stones tumbled down from the Mountains j 
they kill’d great Numbers of his Men j and now he! 
began to find his Error too late, and that he had 
Ws Army no room left him to efcapej for on one hand was 
cm off. a jggp Lake and rotten Bogs, on the other a nar¬ 
row Afcent in which two Men could fcarce move 
a-breaft, call’d Cochlea by the Inhabitants, from the 
Orbicular Shape of it; this Pafs was guarded by 
one Florentius , who had Men enough to make it 
good againft the Barbarians ; however Tribigild , by 
the Force of his Prefents, got leave to pals with 
three hundred of his Men, the reft of his Army 
being loft either in the Straits , op the adjoining Lake. 

From hence he defeended into the Plain, where he 

„ » / 

was reduc’d to greater Extremities than ever; for all 
the Inhabitants of the Country got together, and 
with fuch Weapons as they found fhut him and 
his Followers up between the two Rivers, Melm 
arid Eurywedon-, from hence, in great Perplexity, 
he fent to acquaint Gaines with the Condition ol 
his Affairs.who was as much troubled at it as him- 
felfj but having not yet openly declar'd himfelf, he 
fent Lea, who lay near him, with Orders roaflill 
the Pamffloilians in Conjunction with Valentine, and 
hinder Tribigild from palling the Rivers. Lie 
who was more a Fool than a ICnavc, punctually fob 
low’d his InftruCtions, and by that means mad< 
Gainps hti Tribigild'$ Elcape utterly impoftible; whereupot 
Treachery. Q a j nes {ent time after time fuch Cohorts of Barbari 

ans as he had in his Camp to Leo's Afliftance, ns hi 
pretended, and to reinforce his Army; but his Or 
ders to them were, to kill fuch of the Romans a 
they found fti aggling from the Camp, to lay waft 1 
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the Country, and by degrees deftroy Leo and his 
Army, which the Barbarians executed accordingly. 

By this means the Country was entirely ruin’d, and 
Ifibigild had Ieifure to withdraw out of Pamphylia , 
and return into Phrygia, were he made good Gaines 
his Defign and Expe&ation } for he rag’d with greater 
Fury than ever. 

The Emperor, being thus abus’d on every fide,was 
in great Perplexity. Gaines, inftead of reducing Tri- 

bigild, imgmfy’d his Exploits to the Emperor,threat¬ 
en’d him and the Senate with his intended March 
towards the HeUefpont , which would endanger the 
prefent Pofture of Affairs, unlefs the Prince thought 
(it to incline to his Propofals j thofe Propofals had 
before-hand been concerted between him and Tri¬ 
bigild, and were fuch as, when granted, would en¬ 
able him the better to profecute his own Ambitious 
Defigns. He was an inveterate Enemy to Eutropi- ^ pj 
us, who being defign’d Conful thisYear in iheEaft, 
and honour’d with the Title of Patrician, he was 5 
more exafperated at his Preferment, than offended 
for that he was not advanc’d himfelf, and therefore 
was rcfolv’d to be fatisfy’d with nothing lefs than 
his Death. Accordingly whilft he lay in Phrygia he 
acquainted the Emperor,that he had neither Strength 
nor Author icy enouglito oppofe Tribigild any longer, 
vhofe Conduft and Experience was fuch that all 
dfia would of neceflity be loft, unlefs he had his 
Demands granted him*, the chief of which was ? 
that Eutropius , the grand Author of the lare Ca¬ 
lamities, might be deliver’d up into his Hands. 
Hereupon Arcadius immediately ftripp’d Eutropius 
bf his Power and Dignity, who in great Confter- 
pation fled for Refuge to a Chriltian Church, 
f his was not enough to fatisfie Gaines , who ftill in¬ 
cited, that Tribigild would be contented with no¬ 
thing Id's than Eutropius his utter Ruinj fo that he 

was 


* 



ijO 

Eutropi 
us put to 
Death. 


uildo O- 
yerthrown. 


The Roman Hiflory. 


Vol. m. 


was firft banilh’d to the Ifle of Cyprus , and fotnctimc 
•after brought to Pantychium y where, after a forma 
Tryal, he was put to Death. 

Tho’ Eutropius in a great meafure ow’d his Fall 
to Gaines his inveterate Malice, yet his infolent 
Carriage to the Emprefs had made Jrcadius himfelf 
from an indulgent Mafter become an offended Prince, 
Looking on himfelf as the great Inftrument of her 
Promotion, he thought he might make more bold 
with her than confided with his Duty and her Im¬ 
perial Dignity. Among other Extravagances he 
prefumptuoufly threaten’d her one Day, upon fome 
fmall Dillike, to turn her out of the Palace, and fend 
her home} the Emprefs, highly offended at fuch 
unufual Arrogance, went with Tears in her Eyes, 
and her two little Daughters, Pulcheria, and Jmdio, 
in her Arms, and complain’d of the Eunuch to the 
Emperor} who immediately depriv’d him of his 
Wealth and Dignities, and banilh’d him intoCy- 
pruSf or tnore eafily lillen’d to Gaines , and confen- 
ted to his Ruin. Whatever the main Reafons of 
his Fall were, he met with a Fate common to thofe 
infolent Favourites, who being advanc’d by the In¬ 
dulgence of the Prince, fliamefully abufe his Power, 

and mifapply his Favours. 

We took notice before of Gildo's Revolt in Jfrkk, 
and how his Brother was fent by the Emperor and 
Senate of Rome againft him, who put an end to 
the War much fooner than was expe&ed} for 0 - 
rofius tells us, that depending more upon the Di¬ 
vine Affiftance, than the Strength of his own Arms, 
he invok’d the Name of Chrilt, who fupported him 
in the Day of Battel, and gave him a miraculous 
Viftory} for he had not above five thoufand Men, 
tho’ Gildo was above feventy thoufand ftrong. Zt- 
zitnus faith Mazezil fell upon his Brother unawaics, 
and after a (harp Difpute defeated him> that pre- 
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fently after Gildo chofe rather to Strangle himfelf, 
then fali into his Enemy’s Hands. Mazezil having 
bv r his Victory reduc’d Africk to Honorius his 
Obedience, rctur’d into Italy , where he was re¬ 
ceiv’d very favourably by the Emperor, and out¬ 
wardly carefs’d by Stiiicho , in Confideration of Iris 
late Services, who however inwardly envy’d him 
for bis great Defeats, and procur’d him to be 
drown'd not long after. The Death of Gildo de¬ 
liver'd Africk from great Oppreffions, which the 
War would of neceflity have brought upon it, had 
he liv’d to have receiv’d the Afliftance he had been 
promis’d by Eutropius , who was not yet in Dif- 
grace; bur. the Uifigreement between the two 
Brothers feem’d an A< 5 t of Providence, and prov’d 
very advantageous to Honorius his Affairs, reveng¬ 
ing upon the Ufurper the Diflentions he endea¬ 
vour’d to create between the two Emperors. With 
Africa, all Gildo 's Paternal Dominions fell ro Ho- 
mins his (hare, and was fo large, that as a diftin& 
Province it was govern’d by its proper Officer, 
call’d Comes Gildomaci Patrimonii. 

After this the Weftcrn Empire feem’d to enjoy 
fame llepofe, and the Year following, whither the 
Comfc of the Wars in the Eaft have already con¬ 
duced us, is diftinguidi’d with the Name of no more 
than one Conful, which was Flavius Mallius The o do- 
tus, a Perfon eminent in thofe Days for his Learning, 
Eloquence and good Manners, as well as his Qua¬ 
lity and Fortune; ’tis true we obferv’d before that 
Eutropius was delign’d for his Colleguc, but fell 
a Sacrifice cither to the Emperor’s Indignation, or 
the Malice of Gaines , before he was veiled with 
the Honour. Gaines was fo far from being fatisfy’d 
with his Death, that he Hill aim’d at greater and 
more dangerous Innovations. Having eoncludcd 
3 pretended Peace with Tribigild in the Emperor’s 

Name, 
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Name, he return’d through Phrygia , and Lydia, lea- 
ving Tribigild to follow clofe after him, whojoin’d 
him again at Thyatira. Here they both agreed to 
return and fack Sardis , the Metropolis of Lydia, but 
were prevented by the great Rains which had lately 
fallen, and fwoln the Rivers over which they were 
to pals. Hereupon they feparated once more,G<jf'« H 
marching through Bythinia , and Tribigild toward 
the Hellefpont , allowing their Men to ieize and 
plunder whatever came in their way, which they 
did with great Licentioufnefs j and being advanc’d, 
the one as far as Chalceden , the other into the Ter. 
ritories of Lampfacus , they not only put Conjlanti- 
fiople into a great Confternation, but the whole Ro¬ 
man Empire feem’d to be in apparent Danger; for 

Gaines his Gaines was now become fo infolent, that he demand. 

I-nfoUnft. ed a Meeting with the Emperor in Perfon, refufmg 

to treat with any one elfe. ■ 

pondefeend, and fo it was agreed between ’em, at a 
Place near Cbalcedon , facred to the Memory of Ei<- 
phemia the Martyr, that Gaines and Tribigild Ihould 
pafs out of Afia into Europe , and that fuch eminent 
Men in the State as they demanded Ihould be deli- 
ver’d up into their Hands: Thefe were Aurelius, 
p) wh® was Stilicho's Collegue in this Year’s Confulate, 
400 ' Saturnisms , a Man of Confular Dignity, whom we 
* ’ had occafion to make mention of before, and John, 

Secretary to the Emperor: Arcadius found himfclf 
oblig’d to comply with this Tyrannical Demand, 
and having deliver’d ’em up to Gaines he fent ’entail 
into Exile. Upon the Conclulion of this Treaty 
he pafs'd over into Europe , follow’d by Tribgili, 
leaving Afia to breath a little, and recover her felf 

from her late Calamities. 

After this he continu’d for fome time at Conjlanti- 

jjflp/e, from whence he remov’d the Soldiers that had 

formerly lain in Garrifon in the City, that be might 

the 
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the better effefc the Defigns he had upon it. He 
firft demanded a Church for himfelf and Followers, 
being all obllinate Arians in Opinion, in which they 
might have a free Exercife of their Religion. The 
poor Emperor, being afraid to give him an abfolute 
Denial, referr’d him to St. Chryfoflcme , who being 
Bifhop of the City had the Dilpofal of all Confe- 
erated Places. St. Chryfojlome oppos’d him with much 
Courage, told him ’/war not in the Emperor's Power 
t( alienate any thing that was Sacred j that the 
Churches were daily open in the City , where he might 
p and pay his Devotions , and hear the Word of God: 

To this Gaines anfwer’d, That being of another 
Perfuafion he could not join with them in their 
Religious Worfiip, and that the Services he had 
render'd the Empire very well defetv'd a Church to 
be appropriated to him and thofe of his Faith. St. 
Cbryfojiome reply d boldly, That his Rewards alrea¬ 
dy exceeded his Merits, for he had the Honour of be¬ 
ing a General ’, and enjoy'd the Confular Dignity ; 
that from a low and abjeEl Condition he had been 
dvanc d to the higheft Employments in the Go¬ 
vernment-, that he ought to be contented with what 
he already enjoy'd , without demanding what was 
not in the Emperor's Power to grant: Whereupon 
lie fhew’d him an Edict publish’d by Theodofius , 
prohibiting all Schifmaticks whatever to hold any 
Meetings in the City, and reminded him of the 
Oath he had made to that Emperor, by whom he 
was fo fgnally oblig'd, of being true to the Roman 
Interejl, obedient to the Laws, and loyal to him 
end his Children j adviftng him- to have a Regard to 
that Oath , in the Breach of which he would fo 
highly provoke the Divine Vengeance againfi him. 

This Difcourfc, fo fealonably enforc’d by the Bi- 
ftop, made him quit his Demand for the prefent, 
tho’ he went away very much diflatisfy’d, and full 

of 




of turbulent ambitious Dcfigns. About this time 
there appear'd a Comet of unufual Magnitude, that 
feem’d to fweep the Earth with its Tail, and to 
hang directly over the City; poi tending fome great 
Difallcr ready to fall not only upon the City, but 
KhTiefgnsthc Empire. His firft Attempt was to feize the 
upm Con- Wealth of the Bankers, of which being difappointed, 

fiaotinoplej^e order’d fotne of his Barbarians to fire the Palace, 

which, fay the Ecclefiallical Hiftorians, was pre- 
ferv’d by a Miracle. After this he pretended him- 
felf poftefs’d by a Spirit, and feiz’d on the Church 
of St. John Baptift , feven Miles from the City, 
there to perform his Devotions} having order’d fome 
of his Party to follow him, and the reft to ftay be¬ 
hind, who at a convenient time, and upon a Sig* 
nal given, were to feize the City and deliver it up 
to him, who would be ready at the Gates to afliit 
them. This Defign had in all probability taken ef- 
fe£t, had he not been too hafty, and unadvifedly 
anticipated his Time: For without any Signal given 
he appear’d before theWalls at the Hcadofhis Men, 
with which the Watch being alarm’d gavenoticeto 
the Inhabitants, who at firft made fuch Outcries as 
are ufual in Towns that are ftorm’d, but uniting 
themfelves by degrees they fee upon the Barbarians 
that were left behind, whom they difpatch’d with 
frufirated. fuch Weapons as came firft to hand} and fo gall’d 

Gaines , whom the Emperor in the very Crifis had 
proclaim’d Traitor, that he was forc’d to retire from 
the Walls, after he had in vaiii attempted to break 
into the City. In the beginning of the Tumult fo 
ven thouftnd of the Barbarians fled for Refuge into 
one of the Churches, as to a Sanctuary} but the 
Emperor not thinking ic reafonable a Chrillian 
Church ftsould ferve as an dfylum to thole, who 
were declar’d Enemies both to Church and State, 


gave Order to have ’em all dettroy’d either by Fire 

or 
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,r Sword ■, whereupon they uncover’d the Roof 
vhich lay over the Altar, and from thence ply’d 
t m fo furioufly with Brands of Fire that not a Man 
jf’em efcap’d. 

This is the Subftance of this Hi {lory, as we have 
: both from Zozimus and other Writers, wherein 
bey vary in fome Particulars that arc not worth our 
Obfervation. Gaines^ after this Defeat, declar’d o- 
pen War agaioft the State, and falling into S Thrace 
found the Towns not only fenc’d with Walls, but 
well defended by the Courage and Refolution of 
the Inhabitants, who having learn’d Experience by 
former Incurfions, had now fecur’d their Fruits, 

Cattle, and all other Provifions within the Walls, 
and putting themfclves into a Pofture of Defence 
knew how to fallyout and diftrels the Befiegersjfo 
ihtGaines finding nothing there but Grafs, refolv’d 
to leave "Thrace and march into the Cherfonefas , and 
return through the Straits of the Hellefpont into A- 
fin. In the mean time the Emperor and Senate 
made choice of one Fraiutus to manage the War 
againft him} he was by Birth a Barbarian, but in 
other Refpefts a Greek , not only in his Difpofition 
and Manners, but his Affe&ions and Religion, be¬ 
ing, as Zozimus tells us, a Pagan. He had behav’d 
himfclf with much Honour in feveral former Servi¬ 
ces, having clear’d the Eaft, from Cilicia as far as 

hleftihe , from Robbers that had cruelly infefted 
it. 

Fraiutus readily undertook the Charge, reftor’d 
the ancient Difcipline of the Camp, inur’d his Sol¬ 
diers to Labour and Indullry, being himfelf vigi¬ 
lant and indefatigable j and as he took great Care 
t0 form and exercife his own Troops fo was be as di¬ 
ligent to obferve and difeover the Condition of the 
Enemy, preparing to engage with him as well by 
Sea as by Land j for he had a good number of Pin¬ 
naces, 
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nades, with which he intended to difpute Gaines hi: 
Paflageover, if he fhould attempt. He being now 
in Diftrcfs for want of Forage refolv’d to flay then 
no longer, framing therefore afufficientNumberol 
Planks, he fo artfully compared ’em together, 
that they were capable of tranfporting both Men and 
Horfe, which he order’d to embark, and at a con¬ 
venient Seafon put out to Sea. The Roman General, 
who had his Eye upon him all this while, put off 
with his Pinnaces a little from the Shore, and dif¬ 
fering the VefTels of the Barbarians to make down 
with the Tide, he with his own Pinnace fac’d the 
foremoil, and falling foul of her with his Brazen 
Beak after a ihorr Grapple funk her * the reft of thofe 
Veflels follow’d the fame Fate, fo that very few o( 
the Barbarians efcap’d alive. This Lofs exceeding¬ 
ly perplex’d Gainey who doubtfuf what meafuresto 
take left the Cher [onefus and pafs’d farther into Tbrm t 
where fome fay he fell into the Hands of thei?0«wi 
Forces quarter’d in thofe Parts, as he waited in ex- 
Gaines peftation of frefh Supplies, who put him and the 

kill'd. Remainder of his Army to the Sword. Others fay, 

that after he had robb’d ‘Thrace of what former De¬ 


predations had left behind, and maflacred fuch Ro¬ 
mans as ftill continu’d to follow him, he intended 


IJl. 


Hudin 


time Prince of the Hums , who thought it impru¬ 
dent to permit him to pafs with an Army of hisown 
Nation, and fettle on the other fide the River j and 
conceiv’d he fhould do an acceptable Piece of Ser¬ 
vice to the Roman Emperor if he forc’d him from 

thence* whereupon drawing all hisForces together he 

prepar’d to give him Battel, which Gaines , who knew 
it impoflible for him now to return to the Romans,w* 
forc’d to accept of,and after a fharp Difputeonboth 

fidcs, in which he fought with a aefperate Re* 0 ' 11 ' 

non, 
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tioh, he was Haiti, and his Head fent by Uldes to 
Arcadius , who thereupon rewarded him with many 
Royal Prcfents, and admitted him into a League 
and Society with the Romans. 

II. The Eaft Teem’d to be deliver’d, by Gaines A. D- 
his Death, from the Calamities under which it had 401. 
labour’d for a long time: But a new Storm was now 
gathering in the Weft, which To violently affaulted 
it, that at length it tore up the Empire by the Roots, 
and robb’d Rome , which for many Ages had been 
the Queen of Cities, of her Hereditary and Impe¬ 
rial Honours. We were told before, how that Ala- 
tich, at Rufinas his Inftigation, had invaded Greece , 
from whence* after he had committed unheard-of 
Cruelties up and down where-ever he pafs’d, he de- 
feended into Epirus and Pannonia,both. which Coun¬ 
tries, together with the adjacent Parts, he harrafs’d 
and depopulated. His Suceefs made him bold and Alarfch 
his Army courageous, fo that he began to bend his M are r tf 
Thoughts towards Italy it felf, and had already de- ‘ " 
Vour’d in his Mind all the Wealth of that beautiful 
Garden of the Weft j in whofe fertile Plains, and 
capacious Towns he thought at laft to fettle. Tbefe 
his Thoughts he communicated to his Men, whcl 
with a barbarous Applaufe approv’d of his Propo- j 

fal ) he told ’em Italy was at ptefent weak and de- 
fmcelefs , unable to oppofe any fidden violent At- 
frnpt } he concluded it no difficult matter to take 
Rome her felf , and thereby feize upon the innume- 
rable Wealth which the Care , Indufiry , Avarice or 
Ambition of fo many Ages had with a profufe Hup 
kndry drain'd from the whole World, and hoarded 
up in her. The Army were fo well pleas’d wirh his 
Dcfign,that from their General they made him their 
King, and prepar’d all things for their intended 
March j which he thought not fit Wbegin ’til! the 
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Summer was pafs’d, but chofe rather to enter ltd 
in the Winter, the Rigour of which he and his Goth 
had from their Infancy been inured to, and mul 
therein have an Advantage of the Italians, who hat 
not been us’d to the Hardlhips of War in that Se* 
fon. Having got a fufficient Army together, con' 
filling of Alans , Goths , Hunns , and other barbarou 
Nations, he quitted the lower Pannonia and march’) 
into the upper, confiding at prefent of Aujirit 
Silvia , and Carinthia•, from thence he pafs’d on ti 
Noricum , or Bavaria , the PafTes of which he will 
great Eafe matter’d from hence he drove out A 
lilts, who had the Command of the Imperial Army 
and took and pillag’d all theTowns that came inhi 
way. Hearing Honorius was in Liguria , he pafs’i 
through the Foreftof Trent with an intent to at tael 
him, feizing on all the little Towns that lay on th 
Coaft of the Adriatick , and direfting his Courl 
towards the Adda , he enter’d all the Cities of tha 
Quarter without any Oppotttion. Having made 
Bridge for his Men to pafs over the River, he lei 
a fufficient Number to fecure it, and fo dire&cd hi 
Courfe to Liguria , making what hafte he could t 
Hajla , or Afl, where he was inform’d the Emperc 
then lay. 

It is not to be exprefs’d with how much Cor 

fternation the Romans receiv’d the Intelligence of th 

intended Invalion. Ali the Omens, or pretende 

Omens, that had been obferv’d for a confiderabl 

Time part, were, by the fuperftitious Fears ot th 

People, apply’d to the prefent Extremities : Nc 

only the Voice of Thunder, but Chattering of Birt 

fl ighted ’em : Hail-ftones of an unufual Bigncfs, an 

Bees attempting to fwarm at an unfcafonablc Tim< 

like fo many Oracles denounc’d the Calamities the 

already had in view. The frequent Eclipfes of th 

Moon, and the Appearance of a Comet ol an cxtraoi 

5 h v dinar 
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inary Size impos’d upon their Ignorance, and a wa¬ 
rn’d their guilty Confciences with theSenfeof Di- 
ine Vengeance. But nothing affe&ed ’em fo much 
s the Sight of two Wolves, which as the Emperor 
/as riding abroad prefented themfelves to his View, 
nd had the Courage to fet upon the Company. Be- 
ig receiv’d upon the Points of their Spears and 
words they were eafily difpatch’d j but when their 
jellies were open’d, in one was found the Right 
land of a Man, to the great Amazement of the Me- 
lolders, and in the other the Left. This Prodigy they 
oncluded apparently threaten’d Rome her fclf, the 
’ounder whereof, according to their Tradition, had 
seen nourifh’d by a She-Wolf-, fo that they now 
segan to call up the Age of the City, and to reckon 
ler End approaching. Their Fears made’em fuper- 
litious, and the Event prov’d they were Prophets. 

And as if thefe unufual and finiiter Pra&ices were 


lotfufficient for the publielc Diftra&ions, the Peo- ^, Rno!t ,n 
sle inhabiting Rh<etia, the prefent Country of the R ,£tia ' 
Irifons , either at the fnftigation of Alarich , or out 
ifaProfpeft of mending their Condition, revolted 
torn the Romans, and fo facilitated the Defign of the 
laths. To obviate all thefe apparent Mifchiefs Sti- 
'tcho took care to have all the Towns well fortify’d 


ind provided, efpecially Rome it felf; notwithftand- 
ng which, Alarich was no fooncr enter’d Italy but 
the Inhabitants look’d upon it as already taken, and 
R'cre for removing with their Wealth, fome into the 
lilands on the Adriatic'*, others into Sicily , and the 





x 6 o 


The Roman Htflovy 


Vol 


time 


AD. 

4 °} ■ 

f 'onoriuft 
bffleg'd tu 
H lii'J* 


f 7 -- - -- 

came the Stage of fuch Calamities, and for fevers 
Years together afforded Examples of fuch ftrang 
and frequent Revolutions, as the World can hard! 

parallel. 

Stilicho was the only Man who flood unlhakens 
the Approach of this furious Temped, filencin 
their Fears, and reviving their Hopes and Refolt 
tions by his feafonable Speeches and vigorous Pr< 
parations. He told ’em the Goths had taken tl 
Advantage of their own Difcord and Diftrattiom , m 
bad broken into Italy when their Forces were empty 
in Rhtttia, and that they would dare to flay no 
than 'till the Troubles were compos'd on that Side, f 
reminded 'em how unfuccefsful the Attempts upon Itsl 
had ever prov'd to Foreign Armies , and promis'd'c 
quickly to reduce their revolted Neighbours, and then chi 
ftife the Arrogance and Preemption of Alarich. Ai 
cordingly he march’d with all Expedition into Eh. 
tea, where the Grifons , being confounded at 1 . 
unexpeaed Approach, began to repent of the 
Folly, and liden to an Accommodation. He, tarn 
the Advantage of their Fear, reduc’d ’em by gent 
Means to their Duty, and incited ’em to employ the 
Arras in the Defence of the Empire and Iionom 
This Affair being happily concluded, he apply 
himfelf with great Diligence to the railing an Am 
for the Defence of Italy. To thofe Troops in 
had ferv’d in Rhattia he added fuch as he could dra 
out of Gaul, Britain , and other Parts, and with 1 
new Army, amounting to about thirty five thoi 
fand Men, he return’d back into Liguria, inlpirir 

w . . . t r> _ _J ’ __ C It 
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whither Alarich was advanc’d in the depth of VVii 
ter to befitge him, there to force from him M 


't 


new Life irtto the States and Cities of Italy. 
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unequal and didionouiableTerms, as the vifibfcB 
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tremity of his Affairs encourag’d him to propofe to 
him. Stilicbo , being inform’d of the Danger th-e 
Emperor was in, haften’d with the utmoft Dili¬ 
gence to his Relief, which, with a true Roman ,< nhn'd 
Courage, he effected j for palling over the Adda hefystiiicho 
broke through the Enemy’s Camp, and threw him- 
felf with a fufficient Force into the Town. Alarich 
was much difhearten’d at this unexpe&ed Bravery 
in the Romans , and began to be weary of his Italian 
Expedition, whereupon he fummon’d a Council 
of War, in which it was refolv’d to raife the Siege, 
as they did accordingly. Stilicbo, placing himfelf 
at the Head of the Army, which by this time was 
come up, march’d after the Goths , and overtook ’em 
at Pollentia, or Polenza , feven Miles diftance from 
Hafia, where he engag’d and defeated ’em. One 
Saul, a Pagan and Barbarian, had the chief Com¬ 
mand of the Alan Horfe that ferv’d in the Empe- 
or’s Army ; He, concluding the Goths out of re- 
fpe£t to their Religion, being Chriftians, tho’ of 
the Arian Se£t, would not fight on Eajier-day , 
attack’d ’em upon that folemn Feftival, promifing 
himfelf an abfolute Victory ; hut the Goths feeing 
themfelves fo hardly nrefs’d upon took their 


themfelves fo hardly prefs’d upon took their 
Arms, and fought with greater Animoficy, fo that 
Paul was {lain, and his Troops put to Flight, and 
thereby endanger’d the Mifcarriage of the whole 
Wing, had not Stilicbo come feafonably in with the 
Legions to their Affiftance j he rally’d the Horfe, 
drew up the whole Army, and fo began the Fight 
afrelh, which waa maintain’d on both Sides with 
much Rcfolution. At length the Victory inclin’d 


much Rcfolution. At length the Vi&ory inclin’d '' 1 J\ ; ( 
to the Romans •, for after an obIf inate Cornell the 
Barbarians gave Ground, and loft as many in the 
Purfuit', as they had done in the Fight. Stilicbo re- 
■Min'd Matter of the Field of Battel, and the Ro- 
!Mhj pillag’d the Camp of the Enemy, where they 

S 3 ic. 




f 


26% 7 he Roman Hiftory. Vol.IlI 

fecover’d many Captives, and found an ineftimab) 
Treafure which the Goths had plunder’d in th 
wealthy Cities of Greece ^ among which, if Claudia 
may be credited, were the Purple Robes of th 
Emperor Faletis. Stilicho might have intercepto 
the Goths in their Flight, and have deftroy’d Ah 
rich , but he thought fit to let him efcape overth 
JPo with the Remainder of his Troops, cither be 
caufe he conceiv’d it imprudent to prefs too har 
upon Barbarians in Defpair, or for that he intende 
to make fome ufe of them afterwards, or defir’dt 
render himfelf by the War more confidcrable t 
the Empire j whatever the Reafons were, by anJ 
greement between them, they were immediately t 
quit Italy *, in purfuance to which Alarich retir’ 
with his ihattcr’d Troops as far as Verona , but ther 
in Breach of his Promife to Stilicho , he put him 
felf into a Condition of engaging a fecond time wit 
the Romans , fhould they think fit to hazard anc 
ther Battel; which Stilicho , provok’d at the Pcrfi 
dioufnefs of the Barbarian, was the more inclinabl 
to do, both becaufc the Enemy was drawn farthc 
oft' from Rome , and the River Po was betwixt ’en 
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Here the Romans had once more the Advantage 
■ and Alarich narrowly cfcaping fled with the Rem 
nant of his Army to the Mountains, over whichh 
attempted to pals into Dlhriia or Gaul , but was of 
pos'd by Stilicho , who kept him in fo long *ti 
moft oi his Men iorlook him and join’d with th 
Romans ; and then^ after he had undergone a Mu' 
tirade ol Inconveniences, he retir’d with a fewe 
his (Companions into Dalmatia -. Stilicho } by all Ap 
pearnnee, might have picvcntcd his Efcape, buth 
js thought to have enter’d into a ftXTct ConlVdcrac 
with him, thinking his Grandure and ^utnorit; 
with the Emperor could by no incans be maintain' 1 


fo well as by the Continuance of the War 


Till 
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This Year, fo remarkable for the Succefs of the 
Remans againft Alarich, had Theodofms , the Son of 
l\mdius , and Rumorodius for Confuls. Theodofius Theodo- 
was then but two Years of Age, and had the Year 3; L s U 
before been declar’d Augujlus by his Father j the 
Eaftall this while enjoy’d a perfect Peace, and Ar- 
ttiius found himfelf at leifure to eafe feveral of his 
Subje&s by fome vvholfome and feafonable Laws, 
and reward fuch as had been zealous in his Service. 

I ibout the latter end of the Year Honorius remov’d 
om Ravenna towards Rome , as well to triumph 
jr his Vi&ories over the Goths , as to fatisfie the 
enate and People, who by their feveral Petitions 
ad defir’d the Honour of his Prefence. At Rome A. D, 
center’d into his fixch Confulfhip, chufing Ari- 404. 
mtus for his Collegue. The People were over- 
iy'd to fee him, efpecially upon fuch an Occafion, 
id exprefs’d their Satisfaction in coftly Fealls, mag- 
ficent Shows, and other publick Demonltrations 
f their Joy. In the mean time Stilicho is faid to 
ave made a Peace with Alarich , and that with 
ic Emperor’s Participation j the Conditions of it 
were, That Alarich fbould retire with all his Troops 
m of the Territories of Honorius, and break into 
the EaJlern Part of Illyricum, which belong'd to 
Arcadius 5 that Honorius or Stilicho Jhouhf in time 
convenient , fend Jovius, Lieutenant for the Emperor 
in the IPeflcrn Illyricum, who in Conjunction with 
the Goths jhould jfeize upon both Parts in Behalf of 
Honorius j upon which Alarich went and poflefs’d 
himfelf of Epirus , a Branch of the Ealtern Em¬ 
pire, where he waited in Expe&ation of Stilicho' s 
Promifes. 

About this time began the Troubles of St. Cbry-VA hrvfo. 
[ojlome , that worthy Father ot the Church, and , | onu ‘> r_ 
hi lh op of C onft ant inople , which ended not but with , “ , ‘ ,l ’ ,< ’ 

Ws Life. Being a declar’d Enemy to all Vice and 
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vicious Pta&ices, he often exclaim’d in his Ser¬ 
mons againft the Pride, Wantonnefs and Vanity of 
the Female Sex, which drew upon him the 111- 
will of feveral Ladies in the Court, amongft whom 
were Marfa, or Mariia, the Widow of Premotus } 
Caflruccia , Saturnius his Widow ; and Eugraphia-, 
thefe three joining together perfuaded the Emprels 
Eudoxia , that St. Chryfoftom in one of his Sermons 
had call’d her Jezebel , at which ftie was extreamlji 
incens’d againft him. Some Bifhops whom he had 
depos’d by reafon of their corrupt Lives, and feve- 
ral Priefts whom he had reprov’d and corre&ed for 
their Licentioufncfs, embrac’d fo favourable an Op¬ 
portunity of Revenge j among thefe was John , one 
of his own Deacons, who produc’d feveral Articles 
againft him, to which a Synod of Bifhops, fum- 
mon’d for that purpofe by Tbeopbtlus, Bilhnp ol 
Alexandria, his declar’d Enemy, requir’d him to 
give his Anfwer. The principal of thefe Articles 
were, That he fold feveral confecrated Feffcls Im 
laid a Snare to entrap Scverian, Bifjop if Gabala j 
had ordain'd four Bifeops at one Jingle Ordination\ 
had fuffer'd Women to come into his Chamber when m 
one was by j had conferr'd Holy Orders on feveral Pet- 
fans without Teflimonials , or the Confent of bis Ckrgj \ 
that he eat by himjelf, and led a very beaflly , glutto¬ 
nous Life , and the like. Among thole that ap¬ 
pear’d the moll vigorous againft him were Severn 
of Gabala , A cactus of Berg a, and Antiochus of Ptoh- 
fttais j who tho’ they were all Men remarkable in 
their Generation for their Eloquence and Know¬ 
ledge of the Scriptures, yet did they fuffer them- 
felves to be mif-led by fhcophilus, cither out of 
Envyto his great Reputation, or fome other private 
Regard. After feveral Citations, this Mock-Synod 
prefum’d to pronounce a formal Sentence upon him, 
tho’ they ajl knew that the Particulars with which 

* ' * f * 
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he was charg’d were cither falfe or infignificant. 

Having by Unanimity of Voices declar’d him de¬ 
pos'd from his Function, they order’d their Sen¬ 
tence to be communicated as well to the Clergy as 
the Court, and undertook to inform the Emperor, 

I that Chryfoflome , having had the Arrogance to call 
the Emprefs Jezebel , was guilty of High-Treafon. 

L Ireadius confirm’d the Judgment of the Synod, 

[banifh’d him the City, and conftrain’d him to em¬ 
bark in an obfeure tempeftuous Night, and retire 
to Prenotus in Bithynia. 

But the Day following both the Emperor and 
the Emprefs were fo alarm’d at a terrible Earth¬ 
quake, in which the Emperor’s Apartment fuffer’d 
very much, that they refolv’d to recal him; he re¬ 
turn’d accordingly, and was reftor’d to his Bi- 
ihoprick, from which however he was again thrult 
out not long after. For a Statue being ere&ed in 
Honour of the Emprefs, near the great Church of 
St. Sophia , in Conftantinople ; thofe who had the 
Gareof the Dedication reprefented feveral Idolatrous 
Shows to the People, who, pleas’d with the Perfor¬ 
mance, gave fuch a loud and tumultuous Applaufe, 
as difturb’d and interrupted the Divine Service ; 
hereupon.the Bifhop exclaim’d, with his ufualZeal, 
sgainlt the Authors of fuch an unreafonable Dif- 
order, and let fall fome Words relating to the Oc- 
cafion of it, which being reported to the Emprefs, 
were made to fpeak a Senfe different from what he 
intended, which reviv’d her Diflike to him, and 
made her refolve to ruin him ; whereupon fhe flir¬ 
ted up his old Enemies ngainft him, fupported ’em 
with her Authority and lntereft in the Emperor, 
and never left off’till he was once more Depos’d 
and Banifh’d. For three Years together he liv’d an 
Exile, labouring under great Hardfhips in bis own 
Perfon, and under no lcls in thofe his Friends were 

made 
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made to endure for his fake. His Enemies ftillper- 
fitted to perfecute him even in his Exile, procuring 
him to be remov’d, by the Emperor’s Order, from 
place to place, and to be roughly us’d by the Sol- 
diers who had the Charge of him j at laft, having 
fuflfefd all the Fatigues of a three Months Voyage, 
during which they hurry’d him up and down with 
much Inhumanity, tho’ he had a Feaver upon him 
occafion’d by their barbarous Treatment, which 
they plainly told him they did by Order from the 
Court, that he might die upon the Road, they 
brought him to Cttmana , in a Temple near which 
Place they lodg’d him for that Night} the next 
Morning the Holy Bifiiop finding his End ap¬ 
proaching, and that he had not long to live, defir'd 
them to defer their Journey but for a few Hours, 
which they were fo far from granting, that they 
prefs’d him with more hade than ordinary, but 
were fcarce advanc’d a League and half on their 
Way before they found his Feaver fo ftrong upon 
him that they were forc’d to return back to the 
Temple, where, upon the Fourth of November , he 
expir’d. In his Life he Hood the main Champion 
for the Purity of theChriftian Religion, and in hi! 
Death was a Reproach to feveral who openly pro- 
fefs’d, and ought to have been as ihining Lights to 
the reft of the World, but had not arriv’d to that 
Purity of Spirit and Integrity of Heait, requir’d 
and enforc’d fo often in the Gofpcl. Wc may 
learn from the Sufferings this great Man endur’d, 
how requifite a Brotherly Love is to the Peace and 
Unity of the Church, and that the want of it does 
not proceed more from a Difagreement in Points oi 
Do£trine, than from fomc private Ends and fclfiui 
Confidcrations, from which the Fathers of the 
Church thetnfclvcs arc not always free. 
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That St. Chryfbftome ow’d all his Misfortunes to 
the Malice of the Emprefs Eudoxia , we have no 
reafon to doubt. She was, according to the Hi- 
dorian, a Woman infupportably Infolenr, impofing 
upon her Husband, and being impos’d upon by her 
Eunuchs, who committed great Diforders, and 
brought innumerable Corruptions into the Court, 
which was pefter’d with Parafites and Informers* 
fo that if St. Chryfojlome tax’d her obliquely in his 
Sermons, it as well became the great Chara&er he 
bore in the Church, as it became her Pride to re¬ 
lent it. The Night after his fecond Banifhmenc 
the Epifcopal Palace took Fire, the Flames of which a Fin h 
laid hold on the Roof of the great Church ad- Conibnri, 
joining to it, which was prefently reduc’d to Afhes, no P !e- 
together with the Hall where the Senate us’d to 
afemble. This Misfortune was imputed to St. Cbry- 
foftome’s Friends, as if they had fee Fire to the 
Church with an intent to have no other Bifhop 
there but himfelf; upon which Confederation they 
were cruelly perfecuted, and thrown into Prifon, 
where feveral of ’em dy’d of the Torments in- 
flifted on ’em: But the Intelligence the Court had 
offome frefh Commotions put a Hop to their vio¬ 
lent Proceedings j for the who inhabited the 

moll: inaccefhblc Places of the Mountain Taurus, 
fell in feveral Bodies down upon the adjacent Coun¬ 
try, where they over-ran the Villages and unfor- 
tify’d Towns, which they lack’d and plunder’d. 

The Court made choice of one Arbazacius to op- 
pofc ’em,and relieve Pampbylia. Upon his Approach 
they retir’d back into the Mountains, whither he 
purfu’d ’em, and apply’d himfelf with fo much Vi¬ 
gour to the Service at full, that had he perliltcd 
lie might have totally iubdu’d ’em, and prevented 
the like Depredations lor the future-, but being a 
Man given up nauu ally t o Eafe and Plealure he grew 

re mils, 
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retnifs, and fuffer’d himfelf to be brib’d, preferring 
his private Gain to the publick Good. Of this 
great Complaint was made to the Court, whithei 
he was lent for in order to be call’d to an Account 
for his Prevarication j but prefenting the Empreli 
with part of what he had gotten from the jfoun 
he evaded the Profecution, and fpent the reft in 
the faihionable Diverfions of the City. 

A. D. The Year following Rome was again threaten’d 
405. with no lefs than an utter Deftru&ion, from an In- 
Radagaifusundation of Barbarians led on by Radagaifus, term’d 
invxdes I- by St. Aujlin King of the Goths. He obferving 
Caiy ' Aldrich, after his difgraceful Overthrow, was re¬ 
ceiv’d into Confederacy with the Romans , and be¬ 
ing honour’d and refpe£ted by ’em was averfe from 
War, and willing to be at Peace with them, per- 
fuaded the Nations inhabiting the other Side of the 
Rhine and the Ifier to fall into Italy , and revenge 
upon it the late Slaughter of their Countrymen,al¬ 
luring ’em with Hopes of taking Rome, the 
Wealth of which he promis’d to give up to ’em, 
Hereupon a Body of four hundred thoufand Men 
united themfelves under him, and march’d direftlj 
for Italy. Upon the firft Intelligence of their Mo¬ 
tions, Stilicho advis’d Honor:us to add to his Ro¬ 
man Legions fuch Numbers of the Hums and A- 
Jans as were willing to lerve him under the Con- 
duft of Hides and Sarus j and as if all thefe werenot 
fufficient to encounter fuch Swarms of Barbarian!, 
he invited the Slaves to take Arms upon Promifeoi 
Liberty, a thing never known to be done, but when 
the Common-weath was reduc’d to the greateil 
Extremity} and that thofe that were Freemen 
might be encourag’d to arm themfelves in Defence 
of their Country, he engag’d himfelf to pay them, 
that came in by fuch a time, a certain Sum by way 
of Advance or Gratuity. 
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Radugaifas having in the mean time ravag’d all 
Pannotiia, was pafs’d the Julian Alps and got into 
Italy, direfting his Courfe towards Rome, which he 
was already Matter of in his Imagination. Being 
a Heathen he was very fupcrftitious, performing his 
Sacrifices every Morning to his Gods. As he drew 
near the City the Romans were in the greateftCon- 
fternation j and the Heathens, who ftill made up a 
confiderable Part of the Inhabitants, declar’d aloud 
tbit Radagaifus would affuredly prevail ,, not fo much 
upon the Account of his numerous Forces as his De¬ 
votion to the Gods , who were banijh'd by the un- 
patcful Citizens from Rome, which had deferted 
their IVorJhip , and forfaken them that had fo often 
defended her ; therefore unlefs the ancient Religion 
was reflor'd , and Chriflianity abolijh'd, the City 
world certainly fall into the Hands of the Bar ba¬ 
rm . With fuch Complaints as thefewas every Cor¬ 
ner of the City fill’d, and Chritt’s Name blafphem’d 
as the Occafion of the prefent Calamities, Stilicho 
had prudently declin’d oppofing himfelfagainft Ra- 
iagaifus and his numerous Army, whilft he was in 
the open Champaign Country where he might in 
a manner be furrounded by the Barbarians i but 
when he found him advanc’d as far as Hetruria , 
call’d at prefent Tufcany , a Region full of craggy 
Mountains and narrow Vallies, and that he was let 
down before Florence , which he had fo well fup- 
ply’d with Ncceflaries that it was able to make a ve¬ 
ry vigorous Defence, then like a wary Captain he 
thought fit to fet upon him: Accordingly he ad¬ 
vanc'd cowards him, and after be had fufficiemly 
weary’d out his Army in that Siege, he watch’d an 
Opportunity, and fell upon his Rear with fo much 
Refolution, that no left than an hundred thoufand Rackgaifa: 
°f bis Men were cut off, without the Lois of one 
Man on the Roman fide. He drew up with the rell 

of 
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of his Artfiy to the Mountains of Fafula, where he 
fecur’d his Men from the Roman Attacks, but ex¬ 
pos’d ’em to the Inconvenience of a barren defolate 
Place, in which they were clofely befieg’d by Stili- 
cho. In this Condition he attempted to efcape, and 
leave bis Men to the Mercy of the Romans, into 
whofe Hands he fell,- together with his Sons, and 
tnJjlain. was fhortly after put to Death. The rell of the 

Barbarians, overcome with Hunger, fubmitted in 
fuch great Numbers that they were fold by the 
mans like Bealls, a whole Drove at a time: But 
having comra&ed an ill Habit of Body by their long 
Falling, and unwhollome Diet afterwards, they all 
dy’d in a few Days jand Stilicho had aStatue ofBrafs 
created to his Memory, as a Reward for his great 
Induttry and extraordinary Service. 

Whilft Europe was thus harrafs’d and opprels’dby 
the Barbarians, the State of Afridt was ferene and 
quiet j buc the Repofe of the Church was interrup¬ 
ted by the Donatifts,who us’d theCntholicks with 
great Outrage and Violence, dunlins, Biihop ol 
Carthage , had fummon’d a Synod againft ’em, from 
whence Tbealius and Anodius , two venerable Pre¬ 
lates, were deputed with Letters to the Emperor: 
Area dins and Honor ins, in which they inform’d ’em 
that they had left nothing unattempted to rcrlau 
thofe Hcvcticks to the Church > but that they [til 
continu'd obfiinate, and inflecid of inclining to then 
Chriftian Propofols, they fell in a rnoft outragin', 
manner upon thofe Catholicks that came in tbih 
r ,way, and had forcibly feiz'd upon fevcral of theii 
Churches. ‘Thcfe Proceedings made 'em fly to then 
Majcftics for ProtcBion , befecching 'em to have 6 
regard to the Catholick hit ere ft, and put a Stop ft 
the Violence of thofe Her dicks, left they comfilh 
the People by Poire to fubferibe to their wfthimM 
Doflrine. Ilotwias readily granted their Rcqudf 
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nd proceeded with great Rigour againft the Dona- 
jfts, by which means feveral of ’em relinquish’d 
heir Errors, and return’d into the Bofom of the 
church. But the mofl zealous among ’em would 
jden to no Accommodation, but exercis’d great 
Cruelties upon all thofe who were not of their Per¬ 
son, whenever they could lay their Hands upon 

cm. 

This fame Year the Barbarians pour’d themfelves A fa- 
wit h frefh Forces into the Empire, under the Con- wfaof'h 
dud of Godegiftl , King of the Vandals , who feeing ' Ir ar!ans 
Italy diftra£led with Wars on every fide, thought 
he had now a fit Opportunity to invade Gaul j 
which being remov’d far from the Emperor’s Pre¬ 
fence, could not be fo fpeedily reliev’d. Departing 
therefore out of Scythia at the Head of his Fandals 
pd Alans, he firft march’d through Sarmatta ^where 
lie was join’d by fome of the Quadi and other Bar¬ 
barians, who had formerly fettled themfelves there 
by the Permifiion of Confiantine the Great. With 
thefe he enter’d into Germany , where great Num¬ 
bers of the Inhabitants aflociated themfelves with 
him, either forc’d to it through Fear, or allur’d by 
the Hopes of Plunder. Having now a very nume¬ 
rous Army at his Command, he advanc’d with all 
Expedition to the Rhine , where the Franks at firft 
oppos’d him, cither out of regard to a League they 
had lately enter’d into with Stilicbo, or for that they 
were willing to preferve a Province they hop’d ona 
Day to be Matters of themfelves, from the Incfir- 
fions of fo numerous an Enemy ; but being over¬ 
power’d with Odds they were forc’d to retire, and 
liifler Godcgifil to advance with his Army, who 
pafs’d the Rhine the thirtieth of December , Ann, 

Dm. 40C), Arcadms being the fixth time and Pro - 
I'inus Conluls. 

They 





the Roman Hi/forj 


Vol 


They were no foonef got on the other fide thi 
Rhine , but they miferably harrafs’d the Countryo 
every fide, whilft the Governors of the Province, 
who had been plac’d there by the Emperor, wen 
in no Condition to oppofe ’em. The firft City tht 
felt their Fury was Mayence , which they took b 
Aflault, here many thoufands of the Inhabitants fle 
for Refuge into their Churches, whom howeve 
they moft cruelly maftacred, and then rafed the Ci 
ty. PVormes held out a confiderable time, but de 
fpairing of any Relief they at laft furrender’d at Di 
feretion. The Cities of Spires and Strasburgh fol 
low’d the fame Fate, being taken and pillag’d. Froi 
hence they march’d to Rheims, which they too 
by Storm; after which they cut off the Heado 
Nicafius , Biihop of the Place, and put his Sil 
Eutropia , and great Multitudes of the other Inha 
cants, to Death. From Rheims they went to Arm 
lour nay, Amiens , and up as far as the Sea-Coafts 
about Calais and Bologne , lacking and pillaging all 
the Towns they met with in their March. 

This M ; sfortune was attended by another; for tht 

Alf/V l^i »" * 

cans r.&/, Inhabitants and Troops that were quarter’d in in- 
aud/et up tain, fearing left the Vandals fhould pafs over the 
anew Em- g ea anc j fabdue them with the refb revolted from 

Ylkar/iM' # - 

their Obedience to Honorius , and fet up one Mm, 
whom they declar’d Emperor. Prefently after, be¬ 
ing on a fudden grown weary of their new Prince* 
they depriv’d him of his Life and Dignity toge¬ 
ther, and plac’d one Gratian in his Room, who vat 
a Countryman of their own. Him they veiled with 
an Imperial Robe, and dutifully attended him for 
four Months together, but then upon fome Diflike 
they ,nurder’d him, and conferr’d the Sovereignty 
upon one Conjlantine not fo much in refpeft to Ini 
Courage, for he was a very inconfiderable Man in 

the Army, but in regard of his Name, which they 

look’d 
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pror 
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look’d upon as fortunate, and importing good Suc- 
cefs: For they were in hopes he would deliver’em 
from the Barbarians who had over-run Gaul , and 
govern the Empire with Honour and Reputation, 
a %Confiantine the Great had done in the foregoing 
Age, who was of the fame Name, and had been 
advanc’d to the Imperial Dignity in the fame Ifland. 
This new Prince, immediately after his Promotion, 
pafs’d over into Gaul , and taking with him the very 
Flower of all the Britijh Youth, lo utterly exhaufted 
the Military Forceof the Ifland, that it v as wholly 
broken, and the Ifland left naked to new invaders, 
by which means fhc loft her old Inhabitants, and 
fubmitted to the Power of other Lords. 

Conflantine, as foon as he was got on the other Side, 
laid Siege to Bologn , which he carry’d with little 
Oppofuion, after which all the Roman Forces in the 
Country came readily in and join’d him; by whofe 
Miftance he made himfelf Mafter in a fhorc time of 


all Gallia Celtic a, and a great pare of Aquitain , whilft 
Limnius , PrafeElus Prxtorlo , and Cariobaudes, Ge¬ 
neral of the Foot, concluding it impofiible to refill 
Confinntine and the Vandak both at once, fled into 
Italy with the Reli£ts of their Army ; leaving the 
Vandals to wafte theCountry on one Side, and Con- 
hntine to purfue his Succcfs on the other. 

Honorius receiv’d the firft Intelligence of this 

I volt at Ravenna, where he was intent upon rai- 
5 an Army, which was to march into Jllyricum 
1 join Alaricb , as it had been formerly agreed 
ween ’em, and together with him fall upon hit 
>ther\s Territories * to which he had been induc’d 
ter at the Iniligation of Stilicho , who found he 
I great Enemies in Arcadius his Court, or becaul'c 
tonus thought himfelf affronted in h;s Ambafla- 
h by the rough Ulage they receiv’d from At- 
<w, to whom tney were lent with Letters from 
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his Brother in behalf of St. Chryfoftome. But asfoon 
as he was inform’d of thefe ftrange Revolutions in 
Gaul , he chang’d his Defign, and fo the lllym 
Expedition was interrupted. 

The Year following, on the firft of May , in the 
Confulfhipof Bajfus and Philippas, Arcadius the Em¬ 
peror dy’d at Conjlantinople - y he left behind him one 
Son, and four Daughters, Pulcheria , Placilla, Ar¬ 
cadia ., and Marina, j who became all of’em iiluflri- 
ous for their Piety, and Zeal for the true Religion, 
Arcadius dy’d in the Flower of his Age, being not 
full one and thirty Years old } of which he had 
reign’d twelve with his Father, and thirteen Years 
three Months and fifteen Days after his Death. He 
was himfelf a Prince well inclin’d, a great Lover ol 
his Subjedfcs, and a Friend to Juftice and Sobriety, but 
he fuffer’d-himfelf to be too much rul’d and impos'd 
upon by his Favourites, who abufing his Authoritj 
moil grievoufly opprefs’d his Subje&s. He was foiw 
thing too uxorious, efpecially at the latter end0 
his Reign, which involv’d the Government inagreai 
many Difficulties, and introduc’d ftrange Corrupri 
ons into the Court. He left for his SuccefTor fh 
dofius firnam’d the Younger, being at his Father' 
Death no more than feven Years old, but he rcignh 
above two and forty Years after his Deceafe. 




He wakes 
the King of 
Pa /13 his 
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III. Arcadius found by the Mcafures his Bro 
ther Henorius took, and his Pradlices in lllyntn 
that he had little Rcafon to depend upon him} fear 
ing therefore left after his Death he fliould ftri 
his Son of the Empire, he left him to the Care an 
Proteftion of Jfdcgerdes, King of Per ft a, with tv hoi 
he had lately enter’d into a ftridt League and All 
ance for an hundred Years, and in whole appo vc 
Honour and Virtue he knew his Son would find 

Charge wit 
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Chap.IH, XLVIII. Honor TheodofiusII. 

Sincrri’v., and acquitted himfelf as faithfully j for 

b•• 
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!*t.:ie quit his own Dominion, and take 
' ..udofiiii , or attend to the Adminiftration 
i, he lent <•» ntiochus in his room to Conflan - 

a>-prudent, honeft, and experienc’d Statef- 

iv„ii] ; to whom was join’d in Authority Anthemius , 


1 : / ' : 


PrafeSlus 


Men 


the Age, being a zealous Chriftian, a vigilant Statef- 
man, an honelt Courtier, and a valiant Soldier. So¬ 
crates faith he encompals’d Conjiantinopk v ith new 
Walls and Fortifications, that he never ur.d. i took 
any thing without the Advice and Approbation of 
the ableftMen in the State, but above all others he 
rely’d much upon Troilus the Sophili, a wife Man, 
and of much Experience. Some fay Anthemius , the 
better to fecure the Empire to Theodojius , procur’d 
the Peace between the Romans and Perfians for an 
hundred Years j which however was confirm’d in 
his Father’s Life-time, as we obferv’d before, tho’ 
it’s very likely he might be inftrumental in the cau- 
fing it to be renew’d. 

This Peace contributed very much to the Ad" 
tancement of the Chriltian Faith in Perjia, whither 
Maruthas , Bifhop of Mefopotamia , being lent in an ( 
hmbafiic, he is laid to have cured the King by his 
1 layers of a Diftcmper under which he had been 
bug afflifted, and deliver’d his Son who was pol- 
kls’d with a Devil. Thcfe Cures were look’d up- 
011 as miraculous, in Confidcration of which the 
Prince gave Mam thus leave to build lcvcral Churches 
throughout his Dominions > and was almolt per- 
funded to embrace the Faith himfelf, having dilco- 
VC| d the lmpolbures ot his own falfc Doctors, a- 
nion g which this was not the lead remarkable. The 

who were afraid Chrillianity was going to 

built upon the Ruins of Paganilm, convey’d a 
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Man privately under the Temple of the Sun, who 
when the King came thither to perform his Sacii- 
fees, cry’d out from beneath with a hollow and 
dil'mal Voice, that Ifdegerdes ought to be dethrm V, 
having provoked the God of the Perfians by his im¬ 
pious Favours Jhown to the Chriftians. This Voice, 
which he thought came from Heav’n, at firftmuch 
furpriz’d the fuperftitious Prince, but he was faon 
undeceiv’d by Marulhas , who advis’d him to open 
the Ground near that Place where the Voice feem’d 
to be deliver’d i which was no fooncr done but they 
difeover’d a Hole wherein a Man lay conceal’d, who 
was immediately put to Death by the King’s Order, 
together with feveral of the Magi. This Relation 
will not feem ftrange to thofe,who are not ignorant 
of the many Impoftures put upon the World now- 
a-days by the villainous Artifices of the Rom w 
Priefts. 

Honorius had not as yet heard of his Brother's 
Death, but had his Thoughts intent upon Conjim- 
tine, and his Progrefs in Gaul, againlt whom Stili- 
cho had fent one Sarus at the Head of a fufficien: 
Army i who meeting with Juflinian , one of the 
Ufurper’s Officers, a Man ignorant and uncapable. 
he kill’d him upon the Place, with the greateft par: 
of his Forces j and having got a very rich Booty, | 
he march’d towards Falentia , whither he hcarc 
Conftantine was remov’d, and where he rcfolv’d to 
befiege him. Nevigafies was another of the Ufurper’s 
Generals, whom Sarus by fair Promifes drew of to 
his Party, but afterwards order’d him to be il.un, 
contrary to the Faith he had given him. Into their 
Place Conftantine advanc’d Gcrontius and EdobicirA 
the one a Frank , and the other born in Britain. 
rus was too fenfible of the Courage and Experience 

of thofc two Perfons to wait their coming, and there 

fore he rofe up in hafte from Falentia , after he had 

lini 
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laid Siege to it feven Days. They purfu’d him with 
fo much Vigour and Execution, that with long 
Marches and many Dangers he got to the Alps, 
where he was forc’d to buy his Paflage into Italy 
by quitting all his Booty to the Bacaudee, an hardy 
defperate People inhabiting thofe Parts. 

After this Conftantine united all his Forces toge- Conft>n. 
ther, and with much Diligence fortify’d the /lips tinc ’ <Fr< ’ 
that lay between Gallia Celtica and Italy , and that sre ^' 
he might fccure himfelf from the Infults of the 
Barbarians, as well as of the Romans , he fortify’d 
the Rhine , and then made Conjlans, his eldelf Son, 

Ctefar $ having recall’d him from Winchejler, as our 
Writers fay, where he had devoted himfelf to a 
Monaftical Life. After this Conjlantine, having made 
fure of the greateft part of Gaul , which fubmitted 
to him, fettled his Imperial Seat at /tries , from 
whence he fent Conjlans with a powerful Army in¬ 
to Spain, where he proceeded with much Succefs, 
and took Didymius and Veroniams Prifoners ; thefe 
were two of 'Theodofius his Relations, and, if we 
may believe Zozimus, had much difturb’d the Af¬ 
fairs of their Country, which therefore with more 
Readine.Cs fubmitted to Conjlans-, who having com¬ 
mitted the Command of the Army, and the Care 
of the Pyrenees , to Gerontius his Lieutenant, he re¬ 
turn’d into Gaul, and prefented the Prifoners to his 
father, by whofe Order they and their Wives were 
wimcdiately put to Death. All this while Godegi- 
fd was purfuing his Conquefts, proceeding out of 
Gaul into Spam for by a private Agreement be¬ 
twixt him and Conjlantine , whilft Conjlans was con- 
quering the Eaftern Parts, he was to feize on the 
Wclli whereupon the Vandals took Gallicia, where 
they fettled : The Suevi pulh’d their Conquefts far¬ 
ther, and the Alans fix’d themfelves in Portugal 
*nd Andaloufia. From thefe Barbarians defeended 
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the ancient Kings of Spain , the firft of whicli i n 
the Catalogue in Herrnenric , King of Gallicia. 

During thefe Tranfaftions in Gaul and Spain , the 
Emperor Honorius , who had lately loft his firll 
Wife, the eldeft Daughter of Stilicho , was mar- 
ry’d to Thermantia , her younger Sifter. This in- 
ceftuous March, to which Stilicho is faid to have 
been very averfe, was effefted by the Procurement 
of his Wife Serena , who hoped by this me^ns to 
preferve her Authority over Honorius , who indeed 
was very much guided by her. Tho’ he had co¬ 
habited many Years with Mary the elder, he never 
had any Children, which made Serena more deli- 
rous to marry him to the younger, being ambi¬ 
tious of Royal I due, but Ihe hkewife continu’d 
Childlefs ; the Reafon of this we have from Zozi- 
mus , who tells us that when Honorius was firll con¬ 
tracted to Mary, her Mother knew fhe was too 
young for his Bed, and yet was not able to pre¬ 
vent or defer the Nuptials ■, fearing therefore her 
Daughter’s Life to be in Danger, fhe had Recourfc 
in this Extremity to an old Woman, who by her 
Charms work’d fo far with the Emperor, that her 
Daughter liv’d and dv’d a Virgin j for it feems 
the Spell had a ftronger Power than was ddign’d, 
and never forfook the Emperor ’till his Death, h 
this Account be true, they muft be in an Error, 
who impute the want of Confummation to the hid¬ 
den Death of Thermantia , as well as her cldcft Si¬ 
fter. Thermantia was depos’d after her Father's 
Death, and fent back to her Mother, as we hull 
fee hereafter. 


Before the Nuptial Solemnity was well over 
News war. brought 10 Court that Alarich having 
quitted Epirus , and pafs’d the Straits between Ptv;- 
noma and Venetia , was encamp’d at ft Town call d 
Aim on, from whence he advanc’d inio Bavr.rts , 

mu 
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and Tent to demand of Stilicho Money to pay his 
Army, which, upon his Account, had been quar¬ 
ter’d fo long in Epirus , and likewife to defray the 
Charges of the prefent Expedition, otherwife he 
threaten’d to pierce into Italy, and lay all wafte be¬ 
fore him. Hereupon the Senate was aflembled, and 
the Queftion put what was to be done in this Af¬ 
fair ; after a fhort Confutation mod of the Sena- A w«r fro'* 
tors were for a War, in which Stilicho and his Par- 
ty oppos’d ’em with great Earneftnefs. They that^,^^’. 
were on the other Side defir’d to know why herich, v>hwk 
was fo fond of a Peace, which was to be bought “ ?pp<“'d b 
to the great Dijhonour of the Roman Majefty, urging Sri,lcho ' 
that it became the Dignity of the Empire to chajlife 
the Infolence of a Barbarian, that prefum'd to make a 
Market both of Peace and War-, to this he anfwer’d, 

Ihat Alarich had by Honorius his Orders continu'd 
thus long in Epirus, in Expectation of being employ'd 
oyainfl Arcadius, and in Conjunction with the Roman 
Forces to have wrefted Illyricum from him, and have 
join'd it to Honorius his Dominions j that the Thing 
had long fince been put in Execution, had he not been 
recall'd by the Emperor's Letters, procur'd by Serena’* 

Means , who was careful to preferve a good Intelligence 
hitmen the two Brothers. Whether the Thing was 
juft and reafonable or no, Stilicho was thought by 
the Senate to have given a very good Anfwer, and 
fa it was agreed that Jllarich Should be paid four 
thoufand Pounds of Gold to keep him quiet, tho’ 
many confcnted againft their Judgments meerly for 
fear of Stilicho j and Lampadius, a Man of great 
Birth and Reputation, openly oppos’d it, affirming 
boldly, That they were not now buying a Peace, but 
filing a Contract of Servitude •, but fearing this Li¬ 
berty of Speech might draw the Fury of the Court 
“pon him, as foon as the Senate was up he fled into 
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the next Church for Sanfluary. Stilicho having, by 
Virtueof this Ad of Senate, purchas’d a Peacefroin 
Alarich , prepar’d all things for his intended Expe* 
dition againft Conftantine in Gaul. Honorius himielf 
had a mind to tak- a Progrefs to Ravenna , there 
to view and encourage the Army that was to de¬ 
fend him and the Empire againlt fo confiderable an 
Enemy} to this Stilicho was very averfe, for he had 
no mind the Emperor ihould keep any Correfpon- 
dence with the Army, and therefore endeavour’d, 
by all Perfuafions poffible, to divert him from it; 
but finding him firm to his Refolurion, he procur’d 
Sams , Captain of the Barbarians that lay at Victim. 
to raile fome Diilurbance, not aiming by it at any 
Innovation, but only to frighten the Emperor, and 
deter him from his intended Progrefs. 

About this time the Emperor heard of the Death 
of Arcadius , and lent for Stilicho to Bononia to con¬ 
fer with him about the publick Affairs of the Em¬ 
pire. Honorius had a mind to take a Journey intc 
the Edit, to look after his young ephew’s Inte- 
reft, and fettle the Affairs in thole Parcs j this#;- 
licho oppos’d with many weighty Arguments, by 
fhewing him how ex pen five fush an Expedition, 
mufl needs be , how necrjfajy his Refidencc mi 
in italy at this Conjuncture that Conftantine, wk 
had already over-run all Gaul, would take the di- 
vantage of his Abfence , and bring more Mi [chief, 
upon the Empire ; he added, that Alarich hinijeif 
tho ’ now in Peace with him , was deceitful and a Bur- 
bauau , having a powerful Army at his Covinad 
and theufore not too far to be truflcd. He rathei 
propos’d that Alarich 's Forces Jbould be join'd U 
the Roman Legions ■, that the Ai my fo united Jbonh 
be under the joint Command of Alarich, and tb< 
Officers belonging to thofe Legions ■, that the : 

Jbonh 
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huld march with all Expedition againjl the Ufur - 
pir, and that he himfelf jhould he difpatch'd with 
letters from the Emperor to Conftantinople, contain - 
ini the Subflance of -what he would have tranfatted 
in the Eafi . 

Tho’ Honorius already began to entertain a Jea- Honen'us 
loulie of Stilicho , yet he approv’d of ali he propos’d, ffovs jea- 
and having fign’d his Letters for fheodojius and A- 
laricb , he deputed from Bononia , attended by one lc °‘ 
Olympias, born i gh f he Euxine Sea, a Man, fays 
lozimus, who, upon the Reputation of Chriltian 
Piery, which h<‘ outwardly affe&ed, and a great 
Pu ri r •* to Modetty and Sobriety, was in very great 
F'tc- ■ with the Emperor, who advanc’d him to 
a p 1 npal Pott ip the Court and employ’d him a- 
bu his - erfon. He difcourfing with Honorius up¬ 
on tV Road, encreas’d the Sufpicions he had late- 
]y conceiv ? d of Stilicho' s Defigns, and particularly 
e dea' our’d to perfuade him, that he fo earnefily 
It fir'd to be fent into the Eaft for no other r effort, 
hut that he might have the better Opportunity to 
move Theodofius, and transfer the Sovereignty of 
tkfe Parts upon his Son Eucheriusj to which pur - 
fofe he held private Correfpondence with Alarich, 
with God^gifil, and even the Ufurper Conftantine, 
with whom he had hitherto prolong'd the War on 
piirpofe to make himfelf confiderablc to the State, 
and powerful in the Army. He fo throughly con¬ 
vinc’d the Emperor of this, and whatever elfe he 
had to alledge againft Stilicho , that he refolv’d co 
get rid of him as foon as he could, and gave O- 
Ipnpius and Sams Orders to deltroy him. At I’icinum, a Mmly 
or Pavia, Olympias wrought fo cunningly with then' Tici- 
Soldiers, who had noKindncfs for Stilicho , that they num - 
dl mutiny’d, and in a tumultuous manner flew all 
thofe who were known to be well afFc&ed to Stili- 
(boi among thefe were Limcmus, Prafefttts Pra-lono 
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in and Chariabaudes , who had lately fled fton 
Conftantin e, as we obferv’d before, and werenov 
come to the Empero r to Ticinum ; together wit] 
thefe they flew Fincentius , Salvias , Nemorius, Pd 
trmius and Longinianus , who was Prafettus PrteUri 
of Italy. Thefe were all Men Eminent in th< 

State, but of the Inferior Sort there fell Multitude 

without Number. Stilicho was (till at Bonoma who 
the Report of this Sedition was brought to him 
and in great Confternation call’d the Officers o 
the Confederated Barbarians together, with whon 
he confulted what Courfe was proper to be taken 
Stilicho at firft was inform’d that the Emperor hint' 
felf had mifcarry’d in the Tumult, and therefori 
it was unanimoufly agreed among ’em, that if Ho- 
nonius was flain, all the Confederates fhould fall up 
on the Roman Soldiers, and by chaftiflng them re- 
ftrain the reft; but if the Temped: fell only upor 
the Magiftrates, then the Ringleaders of the Mu' 
tiny fhould be punifh’d as an Example to the reft 
By a fecond Expvefs Stilicbo was inform’d that nc 
Violence had been offer’d to the V mperor’s Per 
fon, that the Mutiny was begun by Olympius hi! 
Procurement, and that none but his own Friend: 
had fuffcr’d in it; by this he faw they aim’d folelj 
at him, and that it was time for him to confult his 
own Safety; whereupon he refolv’d to remove to 
Ravenna , a ftrong Town well inhabited, and at hi; 
Devotion; but Aim, who commanded the Barba- 
i ians that were in Garrifon there, fciz,’d upon Sti- 
ficbo 's Guards by Command from the Emperor, 
and order’d him to be taken into Cuftody; he ha¬ 
ving notice of it fled by Night into a Church ol 
the Chriftians, from whence he was taken out the 
next Day by his own Confent, after the Soldiers 
had affirm’d upon Oath, in prefence of the Bifliop, 

that they had no Orders from the Emperor to Ju«i 
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iut fecure him; however he was no fooner remov’d 
iiit of the Church, before they produc’d frefli 
Letters from Honorius with a Warrant for his Sti,ictl0 
heath, which was executed accordingly on the^” 
twenty third of Jugufl, H. D. 408, the Senate * 

[tthe fame time ordering his Name to be rais’d out 
if all Publiek Places, and his Statues to be demo* 
idl’d. The Hiftorians of thofe Times are not a- 
jreed in the Circumftances of this Execution, but 
:oncur fo far in the Subftancc as we have related it. 

Vtzimus indeed difagrees wi'h himfelf, for whereas 
Lfiril we were told of his Rapine and Oppreffion, 
his Luxury and Debauchery, he at parting repre¬ 
sents him as a Man the molt Mod eft of all others, 
who at that time were entrufted wirh the Manage¬ 
ment; for tho’ he was nearly ally’d to the Empe- 
or ibtodofius , and had marry’d both his Daughters 
0his Son Honorius , tho’ he had exercis’d the Of¬ 
fice of General for three and twenty Years toge- 
her, yet was his Son advanced to no higher Em¬ 
ployment than Eribune of the Notaries, nor was he 
:ver known to prefer any Perfon in the Army for 
he fake of his Money, fo that upon the whole he 
leans neither pleas’d with his Advancement nor Dif- 
grace; but in this he follows his old Maxim of ar- 
raigning, as much as he can, the Aftions of all 
Chriltian Princes,and might probably bear a greater 
Rcfpcft to the Caufe and Perfon of Stilicho for the 
lake of his Son Eucherius , who to make himfelf ac¬ 
ceptable to the Heathens threaten’d, that if ever he 
(hould be advanc’d to chc Imperial Dignity, he 
would begin his Reign with the Rcftitulion of the 
1 cmplcs, and Deftruftion of Churches. Thofe, 
who are lefs partial to Sti/icho's Memory, fry hejult- 
>ydeferv’d the Death he liifter’d, that he introduc’d 
rfhrich into Honorius his Dominions, and call’d the 
wbarous Nations into the Weft. After all we 
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mud allow him to have been a very great State! 

man, and a Perfon of very Excellent Qualities,bn 
that he was too much perverted by Ambition 
which blinded and deftroy’d him. He was a Va 
liant Soldier, and Experienc’d General, ready ii 
forming any Defign, and as fuccefsful in the Exe 
cution of it. Honorius was fo implicitly guidet 
in his Counfels by him, that for a longtime hedii 
nothing without his Approbation, fo that he feem’t 
to be more abfolute in the Empire than the Empe 
ror himfelf, having a vaft Capacity in the Manage 
ment of Affairs relating either to War or Peace. 

Immediately after his Death his own Eftate, ant 
that of his Friends and Adherents, were by Publicl 
Ediffc Confifcated to the Emperor’s Ufe. 7 k- 
mantia, the Emprefs, was depos’d and fent home 
to her Mother: Eucherius was feiz’d at Narny , and 
convey’d from thence to Rome , where, by the Em' 
peror’s Order, he was put to Death, ‘theodofiu, 
was acquainted by Letters from Honor'm of hi! 
what fil- Favourite’s Death, and the cccafion of it; a ftrifl 

1 ^ i ^ ^ 

Sriiirw” Alliance was concluded between ’em, and in purfu- 
Death. ance of it they enter’d together into the Conl'ulate, 

tho’ this happen’d not ’till the Year following. The 
Emperor’s Officers proceeded with great Severity 
againft the Friends of Slilicbo , and when the Soldi¬ 
ers that were quarter’d up and down in the Cities 
of Italy heard of his Death, they flew inftantly up- 
on the Wives and Children of the Barbarians, who, 
upon Stilicho' s Account, had enter’d into the Em¬ 
peror’s Pay, and putting all to the Sword feiz’d on 
whatever they had. This prov’d of very ill Con- 
fequence, for when their Husbands, Fathers and 
Relations heard of this abominable Cruelty, 
the impious Violation of the Faith given them in 
a lolcmn manner by the Romans , they vow’d Re¬ 
venge, and refolv'd to join with Jlarich , and m 
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bonjunftion with him enter into a War againft the 
Romans. Accordingly about thirty thoufand of ’em 
quitted the Emperor’s Service at once and retired 
towards Jlarich , who at firft feem’d cautious of re¬ 
ceiving ’em, or giving Ear to their Propofalsj for a 
full Year was not expir’d fince his laft Peace with 
the Emperor, to whom he fent Meflengers with 
(Offers to confirm it, and to propofe to him, That 
if he would raife him a fmall Sum of Money to pay 
his Army their Arrears, and deliver up as Hoftages 
for performance of Articles ALtius the Son of Gau- 
iintius, and Jafon the Son of Jovius , he in ex¬ 
change would fend him fome among the chiefeftof 
the Nobility in his own Nation, and withdraw his 
Troops out of Noricum into Pannonia. Honorius Alanch'j 
being mif-led by ill Counfel rejefted his Propofals, °fi rs rt ~ 

and fo loft an Opportunity of making if not a very^norlL 
honourable, at leaf! a very advantageous Peace j and 
| yet at the fame time made no Provifions for a War. 

Had he mufter’d his Forces together from all Quar¬ 
ters, and fo difpos’d of ’em as to have flopp’d the 
Enemy in his Paflage, or prevented his farther Pro- 
grefs; had he made choice of Sants for his Gene¬ 
ral, whole very Name was a Terror to the Enemy 
both for his Courage and Experience, and who had 
with him a great Number of Baibarians that upon 
tryal would have been found able to make a great 
Rcfiftancc, he had in fome meafure provided againft 
the Attempts of fo powerful an Adverfary: But re¬ 
lying wholly upon the Advice and Humours of 
Olympius, he involv’d the State in great Calamities, 
chufing fuch Perfons for his Generals, as at once 
created Contempt and Confidence in the Minds of 
bis Enemies > for he gave the Command of the 
Horfc to Turpillio, of the Foot w Haranes, and made 
^Hantius General of the Troops of the Houfhold, 

Men of litrlc Courage, and lefs Experience. 


The 



z 8 6 The Raman Hiflovy. Vol. Ij] 

A. D. The Year following Alarich lent for Ataulfus, hi 
40j?. Wife’s brother, out of Pannonia , to come and joi 

him with the Harms and Goths which he had j 
great Numbers under him, and be his Aflociatej; 
the Warj but without flaying for his Arrival hi 
began his March, in Execution of his mighty De 
figns} and quitting Noricum he pafs’d the Alps, am 
defeended into Friuli, leaving Aquileia and Padimi 
He enters the j e f t Hand : Pafling the Pi? without any Oppofi 

uy ’ tion, he drew near to Ravenna, and encamp’dwitf 

his Army in the Country adjoining to it. Front 
thence he fent AmbafTadors to Honorius, who wa 
then lying in the Town, with Offers not onlyol 
Peace but of his Service, provided he and his Mn 
might have fume Habitations ajjign'd 'em in Italy; 
promifing, upon that Conjideration, to ferve hk 
and the Empire faithfully. Tho’ Honorius was fen- 
fible Alarich' s Forces were much fuperior to his, 
and that he was unable to give him Battel, yet re¬ 
lying upon the Strength of Ravenna, and other Ci- 
ties that were well fortify’d, together with the Sup¬ 
plies he expected out of the Eaft, he was deaf to 
his Propofols, and anfwer’d him with much Affu- 
ranee, that he was refolv'd never to condefcend tt 
any Offers he fhould make whilft he continu'd in 
Italy} out of which he advis'd him inflantly to re¬ 
tire with his Army, unlefs he had a Mind to be dri¬ 
ven out by main Force, as he had been once befere , 
which he had great reafon to remember. Alarich , 
incens’d at this haughty Anfwer, mov’d with his 
Army towards Rimini and the Picentin, from thence 
into Umbria, call’d at prefent St. Peter's Patrimony, 
raging with Fire and Sword on every fide as he 
mrj mw. pafs’d, to render himfelf the more terrible* and in 
tha to this manner march’d direftly to Rome, flopping 11 ? 
Rome. a i] t j ie Paflagcs that led to it: By which means the 

City, which wascrouded with Inhabitants, was pf f ” 
J fcntly 
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fently reduc’d to Famine, which Was attended by a 
Peftilence, proceeding from the unwholfome Diet 
they were forc’d in that Exigence to make ufe of, 
and the Infe&ton of the Air arifing from great num¬ 
bers of the Dead that lay up and down the Streets 
unbury’d, which made that great City look like a 
large Charnel-Houfe. In this Extreamity the Senate 
dilpatch’d their Ambafladors out to Aiarich , to de- 
fire him either to grant 'em a Peace upon reafonable 
id moderate Terms, or give 'em leave to come out 
in Battel-Array, and fight it out with him in the 
tpen Field like true Romans. Upon this he burft 
out into a loud Laughter, and anfwer’d Thick Grafs 
I ms eafer cut than thin. When they came to de¬ 
bate about a Peace he demanded with an Infolent 
Barbarity all their Gold and Silver, all their rich 
Moveables, together with their Slaves, without 
which he was refolv'd never to raife the Siege j and 
when he was ask’d what he would leave the Inha¬ 
bitants, he reply’d flernly, Their Lives. Hereupon 
they defir’d he would grant ’em a fhort Truce in 
order to a farther Treaty, which having obtain’d 
they return’d into the City. The Heathens that 
were then in Rome, feeing themfelves reduc’d to 
fuch Hardfhips began to cry aloud, that Recourle 
ought vo be had to the Gods who had heretofore 
fuccour’d and preserv’d the City in the greateil: Ex¬ 
tremities} and when (ome fiet?ufcan Augurs affirm’d 
that the only way to preferve the City was publicity 
to reftore the ufual Sacrifices, the Senate content¬ 
ed to it : But fo far was this from relieving the Ci¬ 
ty that it labour’d every Day under fome new Diffi¬ 
culties. So that they were forc’d to treat a fecond 
time with the Barbarian,who agreed to raife the Siege 
upon Payment of five thouland Pounds of Gold, 
thirty thouland of Silver, four thouland (ilk Gar¬ 
ments, three thoulimd Skins of Purple Dye, and as 
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many Pounds of Pepper; and forafmuch as a Sur 
fo immenfe could noc be rais’d by any Tax to b 
laid upon the Citizens, they had therefore recourl 
to the Temples of the Heathen Gods, taking f r0 c 
thence the Silver and Gold, and whatever rich Or 
naments they found in ’em* and which had hitherti 
been apply’d to Idolatrous Purpofes, wherewith the 
made good the Deficiency. Jlarich having receiv’i 
the Sum they agreed upon, retir’d with his Arm] 
into Tufcany , without the Concurrence of Homrk 
to the Peace, tho’ the Senate had fent and defir’t 
him to be included it. For Conjlantine , who ai 
we obfev’d before had been declar’d Emperor, and 
had fettled himfelf in Gaul and a great part of Spm 
about this time fent his Ambafladors to Honorm, 
who were to ask his Pardon for that he had aflum’d 
the Imperial Title which had been forc’d upon him, 
Honorius Honorius not only admitted of his Excufe, but fen: 
makes Can- him back the Imperial Habir, and aflociated him in 

JCffociatt in thc Empire, expe&ing he would come to hisAflift- 
thiimpire.a ncc again ft Jlarich as he had promis’d; and be- 

fides the Advantage of having but one Enemy to 
deal with at a time, he thought it the readied: way 
to procure the Safety of his Kinfmen, Veronwmi 
Didymius,oF whole Murther he was at that time ig¬ 
norant. This new Accommodation made Honom 
averfe to any Thoughts of a Treaty with Jlarich, 
tho’ the Senate had fent their Deputies expiefly to 
him upon that Accounr, and Jlarich infilled upon 
nothing but being made Commader in chief of the 
Roman Armies, as well Horfe as Foot ; to which 
Honorius could by no means be brought to confent, 
urging that it 'would be a Difgrace to the Dignity 
of the Roman Majefly , and very prejudicial to tin 
Empire j andfo the Mefiengers were fent back with* 
out any fatisfadtory Anfwer. 


About 
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About 'this time Ataulfus, whom Alarich had fent 
for, as we obferv’d before, had pafs’d the Julian 
dip, and was advanc’d into the Coafts bordering 
upon the Adriatick, with an Intent to join and re¬ 
inforce Alarich's Army. Honoring drew out the 
bed of his Forces garrifon’d in the Towns therea¬ 
bouts, and fent ’em under the Conduit of Olympius 
to hinder fo dangerous a Conjunction ; and they 
behav’d themfelves fo well, that they kill’d above 
fifteen hundred of the Enemy with the Lofs of no 
more than feventeen Men. Notwithftanding which 
great Piece ©f Service, Olympius , who had been ac¬ 
cus’d as Author of all the prefent Calamities, being 
diftnifs’d from Court, was forc’d to fly into Dalma¬ 
tia, to prevent further Mifchief; after whofe Dif- 
grace, Jovius , the PnefcRus Pretoria of Italy, fuc- 
ceeded as chief Minilter of State to Honorius , and 
drew the Emperor into new Troubles. For being 
fent to propofe fome new Conditions of Peace to 
Alarich , in which he appear’d too forward, and 
therein offended the Emperor; upon his Return he 
thought to re-ingratiate himfelf by over-aiting his 
Part on the other Hand, and having firft oblig’d the 
Emperor by Oath never to make Peace with Ala¬ 
nd], but wage perpetual War with him, he made 
the fame himfelf, by touching the Head of the Em¬ 
peror, and exafted it from all others that were in 


any Place or Authority, yllarich , enrag’d to fee all 
his Propositions for an Accommodation rejeited, 
march’d from Rimini towards Rome, and refolv’d to 
lay Siege to it a fecond time; but obferving that the 
Emperor was railing great Bodies of Forces oneve- 
r y Side, that he had entertain’d ten thoufand Harms 


•1 his Service, and confidering that the Fate of 
is doubtful and precarious, be procur’d fome 
Bifhops to go to the Emperor, and conjure him 
m to fuffer through his Neglect that City , which for 

V fo 



$ 




fo many Ages had been Mi ftrefs of the World, to k 
expos'd as a Prey to the Barbarians , nor give up tv 
beautiful Buildings to be burnt and defroy'd , but to ad¬ 
mit of fuch moderate Conditions as he now propos'd 
which were only a f mall Sum of Money , and Provifotn 
for his Army , together with Upper and Lower Bavurii 
for their Habitations , which paid but an monfidertilh 
;Tribute to the Empire , and were fubjebl to the continual 
Invafions of their Neighbours: In conjidcrativn of wind 
he was ready to contrail a perpetual Friendfhip and St- 
cicty in War with the Romans, and oblige himfelf tt 
defend the Common-wealth againft all her Enemies what¬ 
ever. All the World were furpriz’d at this hidden 
and unexpefted Mode fly in Alarich , who declining 
all former Precenfion, had of himfelf offer’d Con¬ 
ditions fo juft and advantageous to the Empire, as 
the Affairs of the Emperor then Hood. Notwith- 
New Pro- Handing which, Jovius and thofe of his Faction 
pof«ls from 0 pp OS ’<j a j| Overtures of Peace, alledging they had 

jetted bound themfelvcs by a folemn Oath, ('worn by the 
Honorius. Head of the Emperor, never to make any Peace 

with Alarich ■, as if the Obfcrvancc of a rafh, and 
indeed an unjuft Oath, was to be preferr’d to the 
Welfare of the State. Alarich therefore finding 


Jiimfelf abus’d, march’d directly for Rome •, and as 
he approach' I near to the City, he fent for the 
principal Inin Chants, and acquainted ’em with He- 
norius his invincible ObHinacy, and threaten’d to 
take the Town by Force, unlefs the Citizens would 
join with him in a War againH Honorius : Which 
when the Inhabitants could by no means be per- 
funded to do, he laid clofe Siege to the Town, 
rook the Haven, and in it all the publick Provi¬ 
sions, which he threaten’d to diHributc among his 
own Men, unlefs they inHantly fubmitted. 'I hey, 
feeing the NcccfTity to which they were redued, 
and that they muff unavoidably perifli for Hunger, 

eon- 
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confented to what Alarich had propounded 5 fo 
ibat inviting him into the City they deliver’d 
him up Placulia , the Emperor’s Sifter, as an Ho- 
Hage of their Fidelity, and according to his Com¬ 
mand created Attains, Prrefcft of the City, Em¬ 
peror ) who in return made Alarich General of the 
Army, and ! fertullus , a Heathen, Conful for the 
year enfuing \ diftributing the other great Offices 
imong Heathens and Arlans , being himfelf an A- 
m. Alarich advis’d him to fend fome Troops of 
Barbarians into Africk, under the Command of Dru¬ 
ms, to remove Heraclian , who commanded there 
for the Emperor, and might be a great Hindrance 
to him in the Progrcfs of his affairs : Buc in this 
and other things he afted contrary to the Advice 
of Alarich , and behav’d himfelf in every refpeft 
like a Man whofe Authority was like to be of a very 
Ihort Continuance. 

With the Succours he receiv’d from Alarich he 
undertook to befiege Honorius in Ravenna , who, 
much terrify’d at the Approach of fo many Ene¬ 
mies fworn to his Deftrudtion, fenc and offer’d to 
receive him as his Partner in the Empire $ bur was 
infvver’d, That Attalus was fo far from /offering 
b; to enjoy fo much as the fintple Name of Empe - 
w, that after he had [tripp'd him of his Imperial 
Robes, he would confine him to fome remote and 
folate Ijland, where he Jhould J'pend the reft of 
f Days in Qbfcurity , glad he had fo ef ap'd with 
to Life. The poor Emperor was fo confounded at 
:his prodigious Arrogance, that he thought of efca- 
mng to his Nephew Theodofnis \ but at that Inltanc 
ix Cohorts, confiding of four thoufand Men, that 
lud been formerly lent for out of the Eall, arriv’d 
to his Affiftance, which encourag’d him to conti- 
N |( -‘ at Ravenna in expectation of the Succefs of his 
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he Ihould, with the Acceffion of his Forces, beabl 

to make Head againft Attains and Alarich. 

Whilft the War rag’d with fuch Violence in th 
midft of Italy , the Provinces abroad labour’d unde 
equal Difficulties, for whilft fome were daring t 
throw off the Authority of the Empire, others pie 
fum’d to ufui p it } but Honorius was too much era 
ploy’d at home to have any leifure to look abroad 
So that all things were manag’d in Gaul and Span 
according to the Will and Pleafure of thofe that wer 
ftrongeft. 

Alarich was willing more clofely to befiege A 
rius in Ravenna, which Attains had block’d up b 
the Forces under his Command, expeftingtheSuc 
cels of his Arms in Africk ; and when Alarich un 
derftood they had been defeated by Heraclian , h 
began to be weary of his new Emperor, whomb 
found unequal to fo great a Charge. His Averlioi 
to him was improv’d by fome near Attains , whi 
had been regain’d to the Emperor’s Intercll, am 
made the Goth believe that Attalus had a Deft’, 
upon his Life , the better to ajfure hinfelf of tli 
Empire , which he [corn'd to hold upon precam 
Terms. This the King was more inclinable to be 
lieve, when he obferv’d that by the ill Condufto 
Attalus their Affairs were quite ruin’d in Jfrid 
that Heraclian had feiz’d upon all the Ports, am 
thereby put a Stop to the Importation of any Corn 
or other Merchandize, into Italy. This created; 
great Famine throughout the Country, which wa 
increas’d, for that the Lands, byreafonof the War.' 
had not been till’d for feveral Years *, but no Plao 
felt it fo grievoufly as Rome , where Men were read) 
to devour one another, and feveral Mothers wen 
reported to have fed upon their own Infants ] fo thai 
Alarich feeing the publick Calamities encreafe thro 
the Folly of thofe who had the Government of Af 
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fairs, Tent his Ambaffadors once more to treat with 
\Htnmus, promifing to flrip Attalus of that Dig- 
jnity with which he had inverted him. The Con¬ 
ditions were readily accepted by the Emperor, 
who on his Part offer’d to agree to all his De¬ 
mands. Hereupon Alarich return’d with his Army and d ‘- 
rowards Rome, where he publickly deprived At - & rad,shim 
Him of the Imperial Purple, which he fent to ag * m ' 
fimrius , detaining the CJfurper and his Son Am- 
filius Prifoners. After which he return’d towards 
\Rmnna. there to confirm the Peace, on Condition 
he was made Co-Partner in the Empire, and fome 
commodious part of Gaul was artign’d him for 
f and his Men *, in confideration of which 
aid be ready to aflift Honorius and the Em¬ 
pire upon all Occafions whatfoever. Both the Hea¬ 
thens and the Arians were much offended at this 
Accommodation, for the one had promis’d them- 
lelves mighty Advantages, Attains himfelf being an 
Jriim, and the other no lefs than a Re-eftablifh- 
ment of their Idolatry, which he had promis’d 

But this peaceable Face of Affairs was 
fhortly after chang’d by the means of Sants, bc- 
caufe it no ways countenanc’d his particular Inte- 
reft. He had great Numbers of Barbarians under 2vm. 
his own independent Command, with which he 
Iliad for fome time obferv’d a Neutrality j but when 
lie found Ataulfus , who was his mortal Foe, join’d 
with Alarich, he began to apprehend his Power, and 
declare openly for Honorius: Tho’ he knew a Trea¬ 
ty of Peace had been concluded between him and 
the Goths, yet with three hundred of his Men he 
fell upon the Goths, who expected no fuch Ufage, 
and kill’d a great Number of ’em. Alarich, who Romc 
concluded that what Sams had done was by Horn- lal:e " 
kis his Participation and Confent, departed in a 
G'cat Rage, and went with his Army that continu’d 
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encamp’d near Rome , which he prefs’d clofer thai 
ever, and at lad took it, whether by Force orStra 
tagem is hard to be determined, for the Hiftoriar 
that have written of it are not agreed among them 
felves in that Point, any more than to the particula 
time of the Year in which it was taken; for fom 
fay it was on the firft of Jpril, others on the twent 
fourth of Anguft^ which feems the mold likely 
Thus that City, which for many Ages togethe 
had pillaged the reft of the World, and enrich’d he 
felf with the Spoils of other Nations, differ'd no« 
in her Turn, and beheld that with which ihe us’< 
to feed her Pride and Luxury fall into the Handso 


Barbarians, her declared Enemies; there was hardly 
a Houfe throughout that vaft and opulent City, 
but what differ’d in the common Calamity, feveral 
of’em being fet on Fire by the indolent Soldiers af 
ter they had been rifled, Alarich, before he brokf 
into it, forbad his Soldiers, at the Peril of theii 
Lives, from molefting thofe that fled for Sanftuarj 
into the Churches, elpecially thofe of the Holy A 1 
poftles. He gave ’em free Liberty to plunder where 
they pleas’d, only they were commanded to abftain 
from Things confeeratcd to Holy Ufcs, and to fpil 
the Blood of none but fuch as they found in Arnv. 
and endeavouring to make Reflflanee. SeveralH 
gans obfcrvmg the particular Favour fhewn the 
Chriftians, turn’d Chriftians too, and fled with them 
for Safety into their Churches, the Prefervaiion ol 
which, and the extraordinary Relpc£l (hewn ’em 
by the Goths in the midft of fo horrible a Contn- 


ion, wliilfl their own Idolatrous Temples were in- 
uftrioufly burnt and dellroy’d, they look’d upon as 
niraculous. Three Days did the City fuller under 
he Tyranny of the Barbarians, who on the thii’“ 
[uitted it of their own Accord, and left it inn 
iucli better Condition than the Gauls or Nctohb 
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done, whofe biutifh Wantonnefs exceeded the 
more generous Anger of the victorious Barbarian; 
fo that this feem’d a {halting of the Rod over the 
proud City, rather than a thorough Correction ; 
a Denunciation of God’s Anger, and not an Exe¬ 
cution of his Judgments : Happy had it been for 
her if foe could have taken Warning, and not after 
fomany Tryals have forc’d the Divine Vengeance 
down upon her Head. This Captivity of Rome 
fell out in the r 8th Year of Honoring the fee ond 
of the 2.97th Olympiad , in the Confulfhip of Vara- 
ms and Tertullus, in the 11153d after her Founda¬ 
tion, A. D. 410. 
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CHAP. IV, 

From the Taking of Rome by the Goths, 
to the Total Failure of the Weftrn 
Empire in Auguftulus. 



I. \ Laricb having now in his Power the Impe- 
T\ rial City, might eafily have fix’d himl'elf 
there, and with his triumphant and viftorious 
Army have made War upon Honorius , and by de¬ 
grees have united the Body of the Empire to the 
Head* but whether it proceeded from the want of 
good Counfcl, or the fccret Pleafure of Divine Pro¬ 
vidence, he knew not how to make an advantage¬ 
ous Ufe of his Victory, nor fecure the Conqueft he 
had with much Labour and Difficulty obtain’d, 
Driven out by an Almighty Hand, rather than of 
his own Accord, his draggling Troops rov’d 
through Campania, Lucania , and Calabria , wafting 
the Country, and loading themfelves with the 
A. D. Wealth of itj of which when he thought it fuffi- 
41 1 . ciently drain’d, and had grarify’d his Humour to 

the full upon the Continent, he thought of palling, 
with his Army, over into Sicily , there to aft the 
fame Cruelties over again. Accordingly he drew 
his Forces down to Rhegiuta , where they were era* 
hark’d j but by that time he was got out to Sea a 
violent Tcmpefl feiz’d him, which beat him back 
upon the Coafts of Calabria , where he fell upon 
Confcntia , a ftrong Town, that refus’d to admit 
him, and having taken it by Force, he gave it up to be 
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plunder’d by his Soldiers. Here, as he was confi- 
dcring what farther Courfe he was to take for the 
Advancement of his Affairs, he was fuddenly feiz’d ^ Death 
v'jt'■ a Fit of Sicknefs, which carry’d him off in a 0 / AIancb - 
few ;1 ays. The Goths exceedingly lamented the 
D'-ath of their King, under whofe Conduct they 
hicJ perform’d fuch great Exploits, and met with 
fm.h extraordinary Succefs. Left the Romans, who 
had b 'en f'o often defeated by him, fhould come 
and offer an Indignity to his Bones after he was 
bury’d, they turn’d the Courfe of the River Bu- 
finto , by digging a great Canal for the Reception 
of the Water, and in the midftof the Channel they 
bury’d their King,and with him abundance of their 
Wealth, after which they reftor’d the Waters to 
their right Courfe, and kill’d all the Slaves they had 
employ’d in the Work, that no Difcovery might 
be made of the Place. This Solemnity being o- 
!ver, they confulted about the Choice of a new King, 
and, afterafhort Deliberation, it fell upon /Ithaulph^ A( k aui Ph. 
or Adolph^ Brother-in-Law to the Deceas’d ; who, Tnlrlkf"^' 
being thus promoted, marry’d Placidia , Sifter of Placidia. 
Hmorius , who had been detain’d as an Hoftage by 
dlarich, but us’d with much Honour by him. This 
happen’d well to the Roman Empire, for being a 
Woman of good Addrefs, and gre&t Difcretion, fhe 
fofar infinuated her fell into him, that flic inclin’d 
him which way ihc pleas’d. He had a Dcfign of 
returning back to Rome , of taking it a fccond time, 
fettling himfelf there, and intended ro call ic 
Gothia inftcad of Rome , the very Name of which 
be had a great Ambition to obliterate$ but {he fo 
temper’d him by her Prayers, Entreaties and Per- 
fuafions, that a Treaty war. concluded betwixt him 
a »d the Emperor upon the fame Foot with his Bro¬ 
ker’s, which was that he fhouki quit Italy, andre- 
tlrc into Gaul, where a commodious Trade fhould 

be 
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be affign’d for him and his new Subjedts; accord¬ 
ingly he went and fettled in Gallia Narbonenfn 
where he was acknowledg’d as King, and Allic’ot 
the Romans , whom he honeftly affilted afterwards 
in their Gallic Wars; prefently after this the Inha¬ 
bitants of Rome, who had left it in the time of 
Danger, feeing the Storm at laft blown off, and 
that there was fome Appearance of Peace, return’d 
in fuch great Numbers, that fhortly after the Town 
was grown as populous as ever. 

And now there was hardly any left able to di- 
fturb the Publick Peace but Confiantine, who, as 
we obferv’d before, was receiv’d by Honorius into 
a Partnerfhip of the Empire, upon a Promife of his 


Fidelity for the future, which he had not Honour 
enough to obferve, but broke out fhortly after in 
hopes of feizing Italy in the mid ft of fo many pub- 
lick Confufions ; whereupon Honorius , in confede¬ 
ration of his reftlefs turbulent Spirit, was relolv'd, 


if poffible, to deltroy him ; and making Confin- 
tius, a Roman of great Nobility, Valour and Pru¬ 
dence, his Lieutenant-General, he fent him into 


Gaul with a powerful Army. Confiantine was at 
that time befieg’d in Jlrles by Gerontius , who had 
been formerly his Commander in Spain , but ha¬ 
ving receiv’d fomc Unkindnefs from him, fought 
at prefent neither for him nor Honorius, but labour’d 
to raife one Maximus, an Emperor of his own chu- 
fing ; whilft he was prefling the Siege CoufiauUus 
arriv’d with the Army under his Command, where¬ 
upon Gerontius knowing his Forces to be inferior 
to bis, rais’d the Siege, and lied into Spain with as 
many of his Troops as wou’d follow him, fora 
great many of his Men, neither approving ol hb 
Conduft nor his Caufe, went over to Cur/fiantius. C- 
rontius bis ill Fortune purlu’d him into Spain, where 
the Soldiers, offended at him forhisfhumcftil Plight, 

at rack’u 
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attack’d him in his own Houfe, which he defended 
with much Courage ■, and being aflifted by no more 
than one Friend, and a few Slaves, he kill’d above 
three hundred of the m, fighting obftinately ’till 
all their Weapons were fpent, and then the Slaves 
confulted their own Safety and fled. Gerontius 
might with Eafc have lav’d himfelf too, but was 
detain'd by his Love to his Wife, whom he could 
not be pcifuaded to forfake, who begg’d him to 
kill her rather than fuffer her to fall into the Hands 
of his Enemies •, wherefore when he found there 
was no room left for Hope, he firft cut off the 
Head of his Friend, after that his Wife’s, and then 
difpatch’d himfelf. 

In the mean time Conftantius had taken up his 
Poff, and was laying clofe Siege to Con ft ant hie , who 
after a Defeat of a Party that was marching to his 
Relief, and a Defence for four Months, diverted 
himfelf of the Purple, and retir’d into the Church, 
where he got himfelf to be ordain’d a Prieft, think¬ 
ing that Character fufficicnt to prelcrve his Life. 

As foon as it was known to the Inhabitants, and 
Con fl anti us had taken an Oath for their Indemnity, 
he was receiv’d into the Town, and immediately 
fent away Conjlantine and his Son '’Julian to Mono- 

rius, by whofe Order they were put to Death upon and > s P ut 
the Road. to Dc.vb. 


The Fate and Punifhim nt of Conjlantine could not 
deter others from aiming at the like Ulurpations 
for at this time Jovinus, a Man of great Power and 
Quality in Auvergne, ulurp’d the Imperial Tilde, 
And by the AffitLince of the Franks, Burgundians 
and Germans, was preparing to make good his Pre¬ 
tentions, but was ova thrown by Conftantius, who 
follow’d him fo clofe that he was forc’d to fly out 
of the Country, alter Conftantius had taken moft of 
Ls Adherents and put ’em to Death. 
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and Hera- After Jovinus follow’d Heraclian , who the fame 

fdck m A ' ^ car u *” ur P ^ ‘ n -rtfrick } he being a Man of Power, 

Intereft and Authority, put Italy at firft into a 
great Confirmation, efpecially when by detaining 
the annual Supply of Corn they began to be in 
great want of Provifions. Heraclian had commanded 
the Emperor’s Armies in Africk , had been very 
fuccefsful in his Services in that Province, and was 
defign’d Conful for the enfuing Year, all which 
Confiderations made his Rebellion more extraordi- 
A.D. nary, and the Iflue more doubtful : he mann’d out 
413. a very ftrong Fleet of Ships, and no lefs, according 

to Orofius , than three thoufand feven hundred Sail, 
therein out-doing the Naval Strength of Xerxes and 
Alexander the Great. With this Fleet he fet Sail, 
and after he had rov’d along upon the Italian Coaft 
he landed his Men, and put Rome into a great Con- 
fternation} but Marinus , one of the Emperor’s 
Commanders, march’d out againfthim at the Head 
of the Roman Youth, and Veteran Troops of the 
Empire, which made a brave Appearance, and quite 
difbearten’d the Ufurper > who, without truftingto 
the IfTue of an Engagement, fled in great Precipi¬ 
tation, and getting on board a fmall Chaloup, fet 

Heraclian Sail for Carthage , where he was kill’d the Ycarfol- 

*' lowing by one of his own Soldiers. 

In the mean while Conjlantius was bufily em¬ 
ploy’d in Gaul , which by this time wax fo far 
fettled through his Induflry and Succefs, that of 
all thofe barbarous Nations that firft follow’d Goie- 
giftl thither, none remain’d but the Burgundians , 
Natives originally of that Tra£t of Land that lies 
between the Oder and the Vijlula , but quitting 
their own Country came with the reft of the Bar¬ 
barians into Gaul. Conjlantius thought fit to march 
againft ’em, but they finding he was likely to prove 
too ftrong for ’em, petition’d him for Peace, and 

defil'd 
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defir’d they might be admitted as Friends and Allies 
to the Romans. Confiantius thought it not prudenc 
to provoke ’em too far, left fome unexpe&ed Mif- 
carriage ftiould fully the Reputation of his Arms} 
and therefore granting their Demands, gave ’em leave 
to fettle themfelves upon the Banks of the Rivers 
fydanus or the Rhone , and the Soane, call’d by the 
Ancients Araris. After this Confiantius was fentfor 
by the Emperor to Rome , where for his fignal Ser¬ 
vices he was rewarded with the Honour of Conful A. D. 


and Patrician, but had not long continu’d at Rome 414. 
before new Commotions recall’d him abroad } for 
Adolph , King of the Goths , a warlike and refllefs 
People, taking his Advantage of the Wars he faw 
th t Romans engag’d in, began to difturb the Em¬ 
pire. He had brought Attains with him out of It a- 
/;, and now perfuaded him once more to re-aflume ta j , U y , B ^L 
the Imperial Purple, and a£t the Emperor: Attains ror again. 
being a Man of a fickle ambitious Temper readily 
embrac’d the Occafion, and by his Patron’s Affift- 
ance rais’d a very powerful Army, confifting of tur¬ 
bulent unruly People, fond of Novelty and Confu- 
fion. Hereupon Honor!us declar’d both him and Atta!DS and 

Adolph Enemies to the Empire, and made Conflan- tle ' 
.. f. ^ , , 1 , n . clat ,1 Ene- 

tius his General, who was at that timeeiteemd the the 
Emperor’s Right Hand, and Buckler of the State. Empire. 
Confiantius the more readily accepted the Service be- 
caufe he had no great Kindnefs for the Gothick King, 
fo that departing from Arles at the Head of his Ar¬ 
my, in the beginning of the Spring, he march’d up 
to Narbonne , where Adolph kept his Court, whom 
be threaten’d with a Siege unlefs Attains was deli¬ 
ver’d up to him. Placidia advis’d her Husband to 
quit the Intereft of the C fur per, and comply with 
Confiantius j but when the King could bynoPerfua- 
bons be prevail’d upon to do it, Confiantius laid 
Siege to the Place, and prefs’d hina fo hard thatyf- 

dolph 
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dolph feeing there was no poflibility of a Relief 
thought of leaving the Town and tranfporting his 
Goths into Africk •, of which Conflantius being aware, 
he feiz’d upon all the Gallies and other Vefiels riding 
near the Coafl, fo that he was forc’d to alter his Mea- 
fures, and fly,together with Attains, into Spain , where 
he feiz’d upon Barcelona. Here feme of the Cot hick 
Soldiers, who had no great Kindnefs for Attains, 
Attalus laid hold fuddenly upon him, and carry’d him Pri- 
mken. foner to Conflantius, who put him in Chains and lent 

him to the Emperor, by whom he was reierv’d to 
be led in Triumph at the end of the War. 

As foon as the Vandals under flood the Goths were 

fettling themfelves in Spain , and like to be their 

Neighbours, they thought it their Bufinefs topic- 

vent ’em before it was too late, and accordingly by 

their Ambafladors to Honorius advis’d him to beat 

Peace with both Parties, and leave ’em to fight it 

out between themfelves, for whatever Side prevail’d 

he was fare to be a Gainer * which was a Maxim 

Honnrius afterwards obferv’d, to the great Eafc and 

Benefit of the Empire. In the mean time Plac'dd 

had again importun’d her Husband to renew the 

Peace with Honorius , which he could no longer re- 

fufe to a Wife he lov’d fo tenderly, and who had 

fo great a Power over him. But the Goths , who 

were of a quite contrary Inclination, and thought 

Peace prejudicial to their Honour and their Inteicll, 

Adolph murder’d him and fix of his Children, promoting 

timn by Sigerith to be King in his flead } who being of the 

Subjcffs. bamC Principles, in a fhort time after differ'd the 

fame Fate, and was fuccceded by Wallia, a Man ol 

a. more warlike Genius, whole firft Attempt was to 

tranfport his Goths into Africk j but being driven 

back by a Tempefi, he enter’d into a Treaty with 

Conflantius , to whom he deliver’d up Placidia, the 

and was to be cflcctn’d a Friend 

and 
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md Allie of the Romans , upon Condition he made 
jcrpetual War with the Vandals in Spain. The 
Peace being thus concluded Conjlantius return’d with 
p luidia to Rome , where by the Confent and En- 
;ouraeement of Honorius he was marry’d roher, to Con( * an - 

r» • r n r \ r\ 1 i r \ \ - i tius mxr~ 

r,’dto Pla- 
cidia. 


_ ^ J 

lbc great Satisfa&ion of the People, v/hofe publick 
feejoycings were prolong’d by the Solemnity of 


pmortus his Triumph, in the Conclufion of which A. D. 
tttal/is had his Right Hand cut off, and was con- 417. 
Jin’d to the I He of Lipare . 

During all thefe Commotions and publick Cala¬ 
mities, with which the Weltern Empire had been 
iltn oft overthrown, theEaft, by a particular Favour 
ifProvidcncc, enjoy’d a profound Peace, under the 
overnment of Theodofius , an Infant , God feeming 
man efpecial manner to favour him, for the Encou- 
agement Chriftian Piety found, not only in his own 
"Jourt, but almofl throughout his Empire. Ecclc- 
fuftical Writers are very particular in their Commen- 
lations of this Prince, and of his Sifter Pukhcria , 

[who was two Years older than the Emperor, and 
inconfideration of her great Wifelom, Virtue, and 

Piety, was created /iuqnfta, and lhar’d with him the 

» * •• * 

Imperial Power, or rather had all refign’d up to her 
\ lor flic govern’d both him and the Empire with 
abfolute Authority, and adminifh r’d Affairs wirh 
fomuch Prudence, that he was hclov’d by his Sub- 
pfts, and formidable to his Enemies. Yet could not 
a |I her Cave and (orcumfpcfhon prevent frequent 
Ends arifing upon the account of Religion, which 
^ they begun in an ungovernable Zeal, fo they very 
often ended in Blood, as it happen’d at this time 
jn dlcxfindrja, a City notorioully remarkable for 
bmuilts and Seditions. Some flight Difputcs be- 
^'Cen the Chi ilhans and rhe Jews, who inhabited 
l)erc hi great Numbers, fo fur exufperared the lat- C1U ' 

{f b that they refolv’d upon a cruel Revenge, cfpe- 


A ScJnm 


ci.i!ly 
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cially when they found themfelves favour’d and pj 
tested by the Prasfedt of the City, who wasatEi 
mity with Cyrill , Bifhop of the Place. They j 
greed among themfelves to fee upon the Chriftiaij 
in the Night-time, and maftacre all they couldgJ 
into their Hands : And the better to execute the] 
bloody Defigns, they hir’d fome Apoftate Chrilli] 
ans to cry out in the dead of the Night, that one] 
the chief Churches in the City was in Flames; where 
upon the Chriftians ran in great Confufion out o 
A bloody their Houfes to extinguifh the Fire : But the Jews 
Mxjfacre. w p, 0 were a ll arm’d, and knew each other by acei 

tain Mark of Diftin&ion which they wore forth 
Purpofe, kill’d all as they came out into the Streets 
without any Mercy. The Bilhop, being highl] 
provok’d at fo great a Barbarity, went attended will 
Multitudes of Chriftians to the Synagogues, whill 
the Jews were aflembled there,where infinite Num¬ 
bers of ’em were murder’d, the reft forc’d out oi 
the City, and their Houfes plunder’d. The Pra 
fe6t was fo much offended at this, that tho’ St. Ch 
rill did all he could to appeafe and mollifie him, hd 
never would liften to any Accommodation. The 
The Monks Noife of this Uproar came to the Ears of the Monks 
rnifeDifinr-1 j v jng upon the neighbouring Mountains, who to 

ianas ‘ the number of five hundred came down and infold 

the Pnefcft as he was riding in his Charior, calling 
him Idolater, Heathen and Unbeliever ; tho' he 
at the fame time declar’d himfelf a Chriftian, and 
that he had been baptis’d by Atticvs, Bifhop of 
Conftantinople. This ferv’d only to enrage ’em the 
more, infomuch that one among ’em, call’d Amm- 
nius , broke his Head with a Stone, and had alinod 
kill’d him, whilft his Attendants foi look him forfear 
of being murder’d, and hid themfelves in the Croud. 
But the People, provok’d at the outragious Infolcnce 
of thefe Monks, fell upon ’em, and drove ’em out 
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of the City, feizing on Ammonius their Ringleader, 
an d deliver’d him up to the Governor, who imme¬ 
diately put him to Death. This ferv’d to widen 
the Breach between the Bifhop and the Praefeft, 
which occafion’d great Diforders in the City, and 
W as fatal to Hypatia , the Daughter of Theon thePhi- 
lofopher, a young Lady, fo well acquainted with all 
the Se£ts in Philofophy. that for Learning and Quick¬ 
Cs of Apprehenfion fhe exceeded all the Philofo- 
phers of that Age* and which was a greater Orna¬ 
ment than ail the red, fhe was no lefs remarkable for 
herMoa’efty, Meeknefs and Chafticy. Thefe extra¬ 
ordinary Qualifications made her Converfation court¬ 
ed by the Princes and great Men of the Province, 
but (he was intimate with none more than thePras- 
feft, which Intimacy coft her her Life, for (he 
was accus’d as one that hinder’d an Accommodation 
between the Governor and the Bilhop; whereupon 
feveralof the People, among whom on z Peter a Le¬ 
arner in a Church was Ringleader, forc’d her out 
of her Coach, dragg’d her into a Church, where they 
dripp’d her, mangled her Body, kill’d her, and then 
burnt her to A flies. This Action, faith Socrates , 
bought a great Scandal upon Cyrill and his Flock , be¬ 
ing fo much unbecoming thofe who make a Profejjion of 
Chriftianity : And we may likewife obferve the Tem¬ 
per of the Monks of thofe Times. About this time 
Innocent , the Pope of Rome, began to afierc his Au¬ 
thority over other Bifhops, and to claim a Supre¬ 
macy, which was asearneftly challeng’d by hisnexc 
SucccfTor Zozimus, nor has the Claim been dropp’d 
ever fince. 


The Year following was remarkable for the Birth Vill ' :nt ' nI ' 
°f Valentinian theThird, of whom Placidia wasde- ° rn 
lim’d at Ravenna j but more for a great Eclipfe of 
the Sun, and other Accidents, that much alarm’d 
the Minds of the People, for it was follow’d with 

X fo 
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(o great a Drought, that Men and Cattle dy’d in 
great Numbers after which enfu’d mo ft dreadful 
Earthquakes, accompany’d with Fire that fell from 

- ^ 1*1 .... A A - _. 1 


Heaven, which put Men into a mortal Fear but did 

. . . r % r ...i. ;i/i i:l_ r__• 

W arcs it was 


i* vv*v v i - y — 

overwhelming whole Countries, a fudden and great 
Wind arofe, by which it was driven into the Sea, 
quench’d in the Waters. 

Not lone after this Honortus , who had no Chil* 

^ A /V* • t _ 


A 1 O-- J -- v 

dren, began to think of an AfTociate and Succelfor, 
who might fhare with him in the Difficulties of 

O « «• % i .if. n _ 


Conftanti- 
us declar'd 
Aupuftus, 
Valen- 


the State whilft he liv’d, and be a Support to the 
Empire after his Death. His own Experience and tti 6 

i . _ i « • rtf* T? i 


Conjhm 
Auguft, 


much Solemnity, and his Son Valentini&n declar’d 


tinian, Cx 
far. 


Ill w* v- I* w - y ^ 

-Ccefar. But as this was done without the Content 


Knowledge of Theodofius 


V/t ^ * * D i/ * * * . 

nor would he give Audience to the AmbaflVdorsfent 


by Honortus upon that Account, nor receive the Pi 


Conftant 


plac’d with his own. This Indignity highly con 

I _ A . i t 1 ^ I • ^_iiir 


Confi 


ccfsful Service 


Wars againft Ufurpers 
\ the Honour Honorius 


conferr’d upon him, and therefore he prepar’d to 

J n • * ..11 _. 4 ««vA»n 7 l 


!Theodofius 


Confront i 

us dies at 
Ravenna. 


but dy’d at Ravenna of 


upon him for the Affront,- } — _ 

aPleurifie, occafion’d by an immoderate Grief con- 


rtA ItUMUV) v. ~ j .. # » I J- 

traded upon that Account. ’Tis not improbable 

J « « t . t _ __r. (rA\U 


'theodofius might be the more averfe to Coup* 


Uul x rjvvwvjiLvj * D - , ■ j 

tins his Promotion, becaufe he then began to tninit 

A • *> % /+ t J* I 1_ _ rPV fn 


IWU *• * v -- 7 - w A r 

of marrying himfelf, as he did not long after to 
Eudocia , Daughter of Leontius the Athenian l n“°‘ 

J ^ ^ •». t r . A.i _iTflurn III 


Her firft Name was Jthenais , which at 

. * /*• \ t A 


fopher : nv-i - — — -——7 

her Bantifm was chang’d, by Atticus, Bifhopot C # 

- • ’ for Eudocia. Her Fath cr b ad fo welPnj 


flantmpky 
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(Irufted her in Philofophy, in the Mathematicks, 
theLanguages and the Sciences, that fhc equat’d, if 
not exceeded, the greateft Profeflors in thole Times. 

Thel'e Riches of the Mind Leontius thought a com¬ 
petent Fortune for his Daughter, for which Reafon 
hedifjnherited her by his lait Will, and left all his 
Ellite to her two Brothers 3 whereof, as foonashe 
was dead, {he went and complain’d to Pulcheria. 3 
Pulcheria , admiring her extraordinary Beauty, and 
the great Endowments of her Mind, perfuaded 'The- 
liofim to marry her ; which fhe did, as fome bave Uj 
[imagin’d, out of Policy, and Regard to her own 
Intereft, concluding that Athemis , who ow’d her 
Advancement entirely to her, would fuffer her to 
continue aftfolute in the Management of publick 
Affairs. 

Tbefe Occurrences happen’d not ’till afeer the 
War was broken out between Thcodofius and the 
Ring of Perfidy who had broken the League with 
the Empire, and horribly perfecutcd the Chriftians 
in his Dominions. Whilft Ijciegcrdes liv’d, who, 
is we obferv’d before, had been appointed Tutor to 
the Emperor, he preferv’d a good Underftanding 
betwixt the two Crowns 3 but his Son Fararanes, A. D. 
who fucceeded him, was of a different Temper, and 41^. 

»t the Instigation of the Magi rais’d a bloody Perfe¬ 
ction againft the Chriltiaus throughout all his Do¬ 
minions, which was imputed in a great meafure to 
the indil'creec Zeal of a Bifhop call’d Audas, who 
burnt one of the iPer ft an Temples, and when he re¬ 
fus’d to rebuild it, according to the Sentence pro¬ 
nounc’d againft him, the King puc him to Death, 
sod order’d all the Chriftian Churches to be demo¬ 
t'd, and proceeded with fuch Violence againft the A 
fruthful, that they came in great Numbers to Con-^™ M Pcr * 
faitinopfc , where Atticus receiv’d ’em with much 1 ’ 
Companion, and ftirr’d up the Emperor in their 

X 2, Behalf, 
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Behalf. Bat left this Provocation (hould not be 
thought Grounds fufficient for a War, the Perfmi 
detain’d fome Workmen they had hir’d out of the 
Roman Territories, who were to dig in fome Mines 
of Gold they had lately difeover’d, and were to be 
return’d back after they had perform’d the Work 
they were hir’d for ; and as an Aggravation of all 
the reft, they robb’d and abus’d feveral Roman Mer¬ 
chants that traded into their Country. The King 
of Perjta firft began, by demanding back his Sub- 
je&s, whom Ke had driven out of his Country by 
the Heat of his ferfccution : But the Romani were 
fo far from delivering thofemiferablePcopleiutohis 
A Wm with Hands, that they declar’d War againft himj and 
I'erfa, y ’hegdojius immediately rais’d an Army, donftituting 

Ardabarius his General, who overthrew Nttrjts , 
Commander of the ftep/ian Army, in the Provinceof 
Azazena , flew a great Multitude of his Men, and 
forc’d him to fly. Narfes thought to redeem bis 
loft Credit by invading the Roman Borders, which 
he hop’d to eftedt on the fide of Mefepotamia, de- 
ftitute at that time, and unprepar’d for a Defence: 
The Roman General was quickly fenfible of all his 
Motions, and therefore march’d with all fpeed into 
Mefopotamia , fruftrated his Defign, and befieg’d 
him in Ni/tbis,nt that time in the Hands of the 7 V 
fans. Fararaws having by this Time receiv’d Intel 
ligence of his General’s Overthrow, and the Dangci 
his Army and the City was in, made all the haftehi 
could to his Relief, calling in to his Afliftance Jk 
munduras, Prince of the Saracens , a haughty, vain 
glorious Man, who promis’d the King not only t 
raife the Siege of Nifibis, but deliver the kautfa 
City of Antioch into his Hands. But his Attempt 
were no way anfwcrablc to his arrogant Promifa 
nor his Succefs to either; for a Difi’ention firft ro | 
among his Men, and after that a panicle Fear left’ 
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fo violently upon ’em, that flying away in great 
Confufion at the very Appearance of the Romans, 
they took the River Euphrates , where an hundred 
thoufand of ’em are faid to have perifh’d. After 
which the Romans being inform’d the King was 
approaching with a great number of Elephants to 
relieve the Town, they rais’d the Siege, but in fe- 
vcral Engagements, which follow’d foon after, got mvhicbtit 

the Advantage, and very much weaken’d the Ene-^”™'^ 
my ■, notwithftanding which, Theodofius , who had ^, Ur _ ‘ 
the Charadter rather of a good Prince than a great 
Emperor, was inclinable to Peace, and fent his 
Ambafladors to treat with Vararanes accordingly * 
but he being reinforc’d with a frefh Supply of ten 
thoufand Men, who call’d themfelves Immortals, 
thought fit to try his Fortune once more before he 
liften'd to an Accommodation ; but when he heard 
that all his bold Immortals were cut off by the Ro¬ 
mm , he attended ferioufly to the Propofals of 
Peace, which was granted to him by itheodofius , 
upon Condition he put a Stop to the Perfection 
he had rais’d againft the Chriftians, and reftor’d 
’em to their Eltates and Privileges. The Valour 
and Condudt of the Roman Generals in this War 
was very remarkable, but the Charity of Acacius 
Bifhop of A mi da, was more extraordinary. The^-^ 

Romans had in this Town above feven thoufand Pri-Amida. 
loners, who muff all have perifh’d with Hunger 
had not this Bifhop reliev’d ’em. He fummon’d 
his Clergy together, and told ’em God was not fo 
much ferv'cl by the Feffels of Gold or Silver, which 
the Piety of devout Chriftians bad dedicated to the 
Uf of their Church, but in Ailions of Charily, Bro- 
Rocrly Rove and Munificence , and that it would be 
a Heed worthy their Holy Prof effort to fell tbofe 
l of els , and apply the Money to the Relief of fucb 

Miferable Wretches that were now ready to prijh 

X t amonr 
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among 'em. Hereupon, by the Approbation and 
Content of all his Clergy, he melted the Plate 
converted it into Money, with part of which he ran- 
forn’d the Captives, and diftributed the reft among 
’em for their Subfiftence. The King of Perfia was 
fo nearly affe£fced with fuch a tranfeendent Aft of 
Charity, that he confefs’d the Romans knew hm h 
Conquer as well by their Liberality as the Pom 
of their Arms, and earneftly defir’d to fee the Bi- 
ihop that had fo highly oblig’d ’em. Acacius re¬ 
ceiv’d Orders from ‘Theodojius to fatisfie his Curi- 
ofity, and by his Prefence encreas’d the great 0 - 
pinion Fararanes had conceiv’d of him, who after 
that grew more mild and indulgent to the Chri- 
flians. 

A. D. In the mean time Honorius obferving how mud 
4-2.Z. the Goths and Vandals had by their continual Wars 
A oinr m weaken’d each other in Spam, thought their Divi- 
1 ' fions gave him a fair Opportunity of recovering it 

to the Roman Empire, to which Purpofe he fen: 
two powerful Armies thither, one by Land under 
the Command of Cajlinus , and the other by Sea 
from Africk under the Command of Ronifa.ce, who 
was Governor in that Country. They were, with¬ 
out Contradidion, two of the moll experienc’d Sol¬ 
diers JJonorius had in all his Dominions, and there¬ 
fore lie join’d ’em in Commillion, that they might 
with equal Power and Command promote his Ser¬ 
vice in Spain. At liift there appear'd an happy 
Undcrftanding aud Unanimity between ’em, which 
produc’d Effects very advantageous to the Erupt’ 
nil’s Into eft and their own Reputation for tiny 
got ffovtnus and Maximus into their Hands, two 
of the hue Ulurpers, who were Hill aiming at In¬ 
novations ; they worfted the Raiburians in feveral 
Encounters, and forc’d ’em almoft to a Necdlity 
ol bubmiffion } but this friendly Corrclpondence 
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FellowHiip and Succefs, was interrupted by the 
haughty, arrogant Temper of Cajlims , who valuing 
himfelf upon the Succefs of his Arms, began to de- 
fpi fe Boniface, and claim a Precedency over him* 
hut the other, who would by no means be per- 
fuaded to acknowledge him for his Superior, em¬ 
bark’d his Forces, and fee Sail for Ajrick. This 
unfeafonable Arrogance in Caftinus prov’d very pre¬ 
judicial to the Emperor’s Affairs j for the Fandals , 
who by their united Forces were reduc’d to the 
lalt Extremity, upon this Divifion took Courage, 
engag’d Caftinus, defeated him, and kill’d near m:ins (ie _ 
twenty thoufand of the Romans. feated. 

Honorius receiv’d the News of this Defeat with 
much Concern, but did not live to puniih his Ge¬ 
nerals, who by their untimely Difputes oecafion’d 
it. From the time of Conftantius his Death, Hono- 
fins had entertain’d his Sifter PJacidia with much 
Friendftiip and Affection, and the Communication 
was fo clofe between ’em, that it gave ground to 
feyeral fcandalous Refleftions, as if their mutual 
Love was more than what ought to pals between 
a Brother and Sifter. But this Year fome unfor- A. D. 
tunate Differences fell out betwixt ’em, and were 4 ^ 3 * 
improv’d to that Degree, that Placidia with her two 
Children, Falentinian and Honoria , retir’d into the 
Eaft, where (he was kindly receiv’d by her Nephew 

tho’ he had formerly refus’d to 


Cvnft 


Jofius. 


Emperor. 


own 

Honorius 


was made to believe, by fome about him, that his 
Sifter held fecret Correfpondence with the Goths , 
who ftill look’d upon her as their Queen, that fhe 
betray’d all his Councils to ’em, and invited his 


^ - ' 

Enemies into the Empire} whether this was the 

reafon of his Diflikc, or any other Provocation he 

had receiv’d, he contrafted fo great an Averfion to 

hst,'that he readily gave her leave to depart, but 


X4 


fell 
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Honorius fell fick prefently after, and dy’d of a Dropfie 
de> - on the fifteenth of Augufi, after he had liv’d 

thirty nine Years, of which he reign’d two with 
his Father, and twenty eight Years and feven 
Chu- Months after hisDeceafe. The Hiftorians ofthofe 
rathr, Times vary very much in the Chara&er they have 

left us of himj for they who writ of the Byzan¬ 
tine Empire are very fevere to his Memory, where¬ 
as thofe who were his Contemporaries highly com¬ 
mend him for his Zeal and Perfeverance in the Or¬ 
thodox Faith, to which they attribute his Succefs 
againfi: the Barbarians and Ufurpers. He feldom 
or never appear’d himfelfat the Head of his Armies, 
but executed all by his Officers, by whom he may 
be faid to have extinguifh’d more Rebellions than 
any Chriftian Emperor whatfoever. They mull 
all allow his Reign to have been very unfortunate, 
for in his Time Rome was firft taken by the Goths-, 
the Hunns invaded Pannonia j the Alans , Sucvi, and 
Vandals broke into Spain $ the Burgundians fettled 
in Gaul , where the Goths alfo fix’d themfelves at 
laft. So many Enemies, with which the Empire 
was on all fides aflaulted, requir’d a Prince of more 
Activity upon the Throne than Honorius, who is 
accus’d by feme of fo fupine a Negligence and in¬ 
vincible Stupidity, that when he firfi; was toldi?« 
was taken, he anfwer’d the Mefiengers, 'Twas vet] 
flrange, for he hut that Moment had been playin’ 
with it ; fuppofing they meant a Game-Cock call’d 
Rome, in which he took great Delight. 

A. D. Honorius left no Children behind him, not 

415. defign’d any for his Succeflor at his Death. Ph- 

cidia was abfent with her Son Valentinian in the 
lohn u- Court of Theodopus, fo that the Imperial Purple 
■ ftern’d to belong of Right to him who fi rib laid hold 

upon it. This encourag’d one John, who from at 

ob- 
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obfcureBeginning wasfirft made Secretary to Horn- 
{ms, and afterwards Pr*efe£lus Pratorio, to take upon 
him the Imperial Title, being incourag’d in it by 
Caflms, who was now return’d out of Spain, and 
defign’d Conful for the Year following, whom he 
made General of his Armies, and JEtius, the Son 
of Gaudentius a Scythian, who had been an Ho¬ 
mage with Alaric and the Hums, and was now 
made great Mafter of the Palace by the Ufurper. 
His firll Care was to remove all thofe Magiftrates 
he had reafon to fufpedt, and fupply their Places 
with others that were more affedlionate to his Caufe ; 
he depriv’d the Church of feveral Privileges it 
had obtain’d from the Grace and Favour of former 
Emperors, and fent an Army into Africk to fecure 
his Intereft, and fetup his Authority in thofe Parts, 
and then difpatch’d away his Ambaff'adors, as he 
would have ’em call’d, to : theodofius , to defire he 
would own and declare him Emperor. Theodo/tus 
had before this receiv’d the News of his Uncle’s 
Death, but thought not fit to difeover it till he 
had fecur’d the Borders of the Eaftern Empire, 
by a fufficient number of Troops plac’d at Solon a 
in Dalmatia ; and tho’ he had been inform’d of 
John's Ufurpation, he thought him a Man of no 
Intereft, and did not much regard it j but when he 
found he had the Arrogance to fend and make his 
Demands of him, he receiv’d the Meflengcvs with 
much Indignation, and fent ’em back with a very 
unwelcome Anfwer, or, as fome fay, banifti’d ’em 
into Propontis. John, no way difeourag’d at Then- 
dofius his Difpleafure, fent JEtius into Pannoma, 
with a great Sum of Gold to draw the Hums o- 
ver to his Afiiftance, with whofe Commanders 
A'Jius was intimate, who was farther order’d to 
fall upon the Rear of Thcodvfins his Troops if they 
march’d into Italy, whillt he himfclf charg’d ’em 

»« 
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in the Front. In the mean time Valentmian being 
declar’d Ccefar by Theodofius , who had conferr’dthe 
Dignity of Augufta on his Mother Placidia , was ar¬ 
riv’d at Salonce^ attended by Jrdaburm , who was 
made General of the War, and his Son Afpar ^ where 
it was refolv’d between ’em, that Ardaburm with 
part of the Forces fhould go by Sea and befiege 
John in Ravenna, , and that Afpar , with the reft of 
the Army, fhould convoy Placidia and Fakntki- 
an by Land thither. Hereupon the General fet to 
Sea with a good Fleet, and was got juft upon the 
Coafts of Ravenna , where he was going to land his 
Men, when a violent ftorm arofe that {batter'd his 
Fleet, and drove his own Veflela-fhoar, where he was 
taken by the Ufurper’s Soldiers, and carry’d into 
his Prefence. John , who was highly elevated with 
a Victory that coft him nothing, and a Purchafe 
he never dream’d of, knew Ardaburius to be a Man 
of fitch Confequence, that he hop’d Pheodofm 
would for his fake condefcend to his own Terms, 
and admit him for his Companion in the Empire; 
for which reafon he treated him very honourably, 
and allow’d him the Liberty of the City, which 
he made his Prifon. Ardaburius made good ufeoi 
this Favour from the Ufurper* fome he found at 
Ravenna , who having been difoblig’d by him, were 

f rown difaffedled to his Government, with whom 

e took Care to ingratiate himfelfi and obferving 

the Negligence and Security in which the Tyrant 

liv’d, he fent Intelligence of it to his Son Afar, 

who was by this time got to AquileiU) which lit 

Jurpriz’d and fortify’d * his Father advis’d him tc 

advance fpeedily with his belt Troops and feizt 

on the City Gates, which flood open and unguarded: 

this Advice Afpar executed with that fuccels, thai 

John tnkm after a little Oppofition he took John, and fent bin 

? r '.( u0fr - aW ay to Placidta - 3 who us’d him with an Infolcnct 

Hidden' 
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incident to the Weaknefsof her Sex j for having cut 
off his Right Hand, the fet him upon an Afs, and 


had him led in Derifion through the ftreets of A 
quilcia , after which he was Beheaded. He was a 
Man, according to Procopius , of a mild Difpofition, 
and much Temper and Moderation in all his Affairs. 

Three Days after he had been taken Prifoner by 
Jfpar, Atlas arriv’d with an army of fixty thou- 
fa'nd Hums , between whom and A [par began a 
very obftinate Fight, ’till being inform’d of John's 
Captivity he thought it advifeable to make the bed 
Terms he could for himfelf. Placidiu promis’d to 
receive him into Favour, upon Condition he fent 
his Hums home into the Country, and continu’d O- 
bcdient for the future; this he perform’d very ho¬ 
nourably, and was afterwards ferviceable to the Em¬ 
pire in a great many refpe&s. After this Valentini- VALF; ' Ti ' 
an was declar’d Emperor, and Placidia Regent of NIAN ‘ 
the Empire during her Son’s Minority. She began 
her Adminiftration with venting her Fury upon the 
City of Ravenna , which (he fuffer’d the Soldiers 
to pillage, and after die had dripp’d Cafiinus of all 
his Employments, fhc lent him into Exile, and by 
this Severity forc’d him upon violent means for his 
own Safety and Support; fo that inviting fuch of 
the Army to him as had been lately disbanded, or 
were willing to follow his Fortunes, and cfpoufe 
his Cnufe, he in a little time found himfelf in a 
Condition to begin new Difturbances, and with a 
good Body of experienc’d refolutc Soldiers invaded A.D, 
dfrick, out of which he hop’d he flrould be able 
to drive his old Competitor Roniface , who norwith 
Handing maintain’d his Port fo well that Call Inns was 1 Z(l ' lrt ^ 
defeated and taken Piifoncr. This piece of Service 

fum'd much to the Reputation of Romfacc^nA reviv’d v,i[ 2 cr. 
an old Grudge At ins had to him, who therefore by 
his cunning Infinuarion pciTuadcd Placidia that 
Eotlihtec had prefervd Aliielt for hin;j'dj\ rather 


4 :. 6 . 
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than the Empire } that he watch'd an Opportunity /, 
Revolt , and Eftablijh an Independent Sovereignty h 
thofe Parts that he held fccret Correspondence will 
the King of the Vandals, having marry'd one of tk, 
Prince's Relations \ that the only way to prevent kk 
was to abdicate his Authority there , and recall ha 
home. On the other fide he writ to Boniface^ and 
in his Letters pretended a great Friendfhip for him, 
told him he had been fecretly accus'd of High Tut- 
fon■, that therefore the Emprefs intended to recslhk 
home , but he advis'd him by all means to confult hi: 
own Safety , for if once he came within the Power tj 
the prefent Government , the Danger would be urn 
voidable. Tho’ Boniface was well aflur’d of his owr 
Innocence and Integrity, yet taking JEtius for i 
Man of Honour, ana his faithful P'riend, he re 
fus’d to quit his Command, and began to put him' 
felf into a Pofture of Defence. Placidia was con 
vinc’d by his Difobedience to her Orders, that £■ 
tius his Information was true, and therefore fen 
Mavortius , G alb to and Sinox with a good Army in 
to Africk to reduce him, and treat himas an Enemj 
to the Roman Empire. 

Boniface being inform’d of the Forces that wen 

marching againit him, fhut himfclf up in Carthage 

where he was refolv’d to (land the fhock, andheli 

out again!! the Romans fo long, ’till the three Gene 

rals difagreed among thcmfelvcs, and Mawtiti 

and Galbio were kill’d by the Pradtices of Sim 

whether at the Procurement of Boniface , or toft 

tisfie his own Ambition and Revenge, is not eafil; 

to be determin’d j however he did not long furviv 

’em, but was difpatch’d fhortly after, and left Boni 

face a Vidfcory without the lofs of one Man 01 

his fide, Placidia , hearing of the ill Succcfsofhe 

three Generals, grew the more enrag’d, and rcfolvini 

to renew the War, and pufh it on with more Vi 

gour, the rais’d frclh Forces, and made choie 

c 
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of Sigefvultes to command ’em; whilft Boniface in 
the mean time concluded himfelf unable alone to op- 
pofe the Strength of the Empire, and therefore re¬ 
viv'd to draw others into his Quarrel, and fo apply¬ 
ing himfelf to Guntharius and Genferkh , Kings of 
the Fandals in Spain, he agreed to divide Africk be-j^ Van . 
tween ’em, and accordingly the two Brothers era- dais call'd 
bark’d with their Forces at the Straits of Gibralter,into Africk. 
and landed in Africk, where they made themfelves 
Matters of the Country without any Refiftance, 
executing that Vengeance upon the miferable Pro¬ 
vincials, which their enormous Crimes had pull’d 
down upon their Heads. 

Whilft Italy ttood amaz’d at fo unexpected a Re- A. D. 

volution, and already gave Africk for loft, feveral 42,8. 
of Boniface his Friends in Rome were deeply affliCt - 
ed, when they beheld his Valour, with which he 
had often defended the Empire, was now turn’d a- 
gainft it; and wonder’d how a Man, who had given 
fo many Inftances of his Integrity, Honour and Loy¬ 
alty, fhould, without any Provocation, be thus al¬ 
ter’d on a fudden, and contract a Friendfhip with 
the Enemies of his Country : They therefore made 
Application to Placidia , ana obtain’d her Permiflion 
to go into Africk, and -it Carthage met with Boniface , 
who, when they charg’d him with Treufon and 
Rebellion, produc’d JEtius his Letters, by which 
he convinc’d ’em that he took up Arms in his own 
Defence. With thefe Letters they return’d to Pla- 
culia, who was fenGble of /Etius his Treachery, 
but conceal’d her Indignation for the prefent, be- 
caufe JEtius was at the Head of a victorious Army 
in Gaul\ where he had lately obtain’d many Advan¬ 
tages over the Franks. But to Boniface and his 
Friends fhe exprefs’d her Refentments ■, fhe allur'd 
him by her Letters, that Jhe detefted the Injury had 
hn practis'd againfl him, and that for the future 

be 
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he might be ajfur'd of her Favour and P rote Shu 
She advis’d hitn to apply himfelf diligently to tk 
Good and Safety of the Empire, and be as zcalom 
m his Endeavours to remove the Vandals out of 4, 
frick, as he had been to call 'em in. Boniface readi¬ 
ly undercook it, but found upon trial that it’s eafic 
to receive a powerful Enemy into a Country, bui 
very difficult and often impoflible to drive ’em out 
on’t. He firft attempted to remove ’em by the Pro 
mife of an immenfe Sum ofMony ■, when he found 
’em deaf to that, he reprefented to ’em the Strength 
and Power of the Roman Empire 5 told ’em it m 
to he fear'd Theodofius and Valcntinian would unite 
their Arms , and fend fuch puiffant Forces againjl 'em, 
as they would find it impofiible for 'em to reftft: Bui 
Gunderich, for his Brother was lately dead, wasnoi 
to be mov’d either by his Threats or Promifes 
He is deferib’d, by the Writers of thofe Times, a: 
a warlike Prince, of a low Stature, but Ambitious, 
capable of great Defigns, wary in Contrivance, and 
vigorous in Execution} a Man of few Words,bui 
weighty Senfcj very expert at fowing Divifionsa- 
mong thofe he defir’d to weaken, and watchful 
upon all Opportunities, which he always husbanded 
to the beft Advantage. Boniface perceiving he \va, 
not to be mov’d by fair means join’d with A [par 
who was lately arriv’d with a gallant Aimy outo 
Italy, and gave him Battel} in which the Ronm 
were beaten, and great Numbers of’em taken Pri 
foners, among whom was Martian , who was after 
wards Emperor. 

Genferich , meetingnothirgtooppofehim afrertbi 
Vi6tory in Mauritania , proceeded up into Nunn 


43 °- 

7Ijc van- an j ^ re fl. dellroying all the Coun 

AViSTtjy as he pafs’d, and like an irrefutable Flame de 

Vouring all before him} whillt Boniface, who hac 

not Forces fuificient to make head againft him, 
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if’d into the fonify’d Towns with thofe Troops 
iliac were able to join him. There were but three 
ofthefe Towns that were not expos'd to the Fury 
of the Enemy, thofe were Carthage, Hippo, and Cir- 

i ha, all of ’em built upon the Sea, and well provi- 
ed, Towards the latter end of the Year Genfericb 
ame with his Army and fate down before Hippo * 
hniface had juft before thrown himfelf into it with 
good Body of Men, and made a very courageous 
Defence: But'the King being refolv’d to take it 

I ufh’d on the Siege with great Vigour,and block’d 
; up both by Sea and Land. The Siege continu’d 
rrfourteen Months together, and was manag’d with 
reat Obftinacy on both fides *, but at length, after Hippo 
kGarrifon bad been quite fpent with the Heat of^«- 
it Service, and defpair’d of any Relief, the Place 
us deliver’d up to the Mercy of the Barbarians, 
fho put all they found to the Sword, pillag’d the 
'own, and deftroy’d every thing of Value in it, 
xcepc St. Auftin'r, Library, who dy’d a Month be- 
sre the Town was taken. 

After the Lofs of this Town the Vandals grew 
lore outrageous than ever, committing fuch barba- 
>us Cruelties where-ever they mov’d as furpafs’d 
..^agination. 

Thcodofius had fome time before fent Afpar at the 
Head of a very powerful Army, to aflift Valentins- 
W\x\ Africk'y he was now join’d by Boniface , and 
with the united Forces bothof theEaftern and We- 
ftern Empire endeavour’d to put an end to the De¬ 
predations of the vidtorious Barbarian j who fought 
and entirely defeated him, kill’d the very Flower of 
his Army, and forc’d the reft to fly for their Safe¬ 
ty up and down the Country. JJpar with much 
mIo return’d to Conftantinople , and Boniface upon 
Placidia's Invitation embark’d for Italy, where he A. D, 
challcng’d /Ettas, fought him, and overcame him, ^33. 

bur 




3 io 


The Rowan Hijfory. 


Vol Hi 


A War 


but dy’d three Months after, and enjoin’d his Wife 
Pelagia, upon his Death-Bed never to many any oh 
Man but /Etius: Who, after his Overthrow, wn 
for foine time afham’d to appear at Court, and there¬ 
fore retir’d into Pannonia , where he became more 
familiar with the Hums , and by degrees rais’d him- 
felf up to his former Reputation, being fhortly af¬ 
ter employ’d by Falentinian againft the Burgundians, 
who had pafs’d their Bounds and invaded Gaik 
Belgica , waiting the Country with Fire and Sword, 
’till ALtius appear’d againft ’em, and with his ufual 
Courage and Succefs overthrew, and forc’d ’em to 
return home. 

About this time a new War had like to have 
with Pcrfin broken out between Perjia and the Empire; forjlv- 
concluded 0 dofius obferving the Perjians crouded the Frontiers 

Combat. r ^ e E m pi fe >yith great Numbers of Troops, fern 

Bocopius againft ’em with a very ftrong Army. Fa- 
raranes finding himfelf too weak to give ’em Battel, 
propos’d to decide the Difference by a fingle Com¬ 
bat between two Champions chofen refpe&ivelyout 
of each Party ; and that that fide whofe Champion 
was vanquifh’d fhould pay Tribute to the other, 
Theodojius is faid to have accepted of the Propofal, 
and made choice of Arcobinda or Areovindin foi 
his Champion, who overcame the Perftan , and was 
rewarded with the Confulfhip the Year following] 
and a Peace was concluded betwixt the Roman and 
the Perftans, which was to laft for fifty Years. 

Some time after this a private Misfortune much 
42^ affli6ted the Court at Ravenna, where Honoris , Si¬ 
fter to the Emperor Valentinian , had ftolen a greal 
Belly. She firft fent to At til a. King of the limit i, 
and offer’d to marry him if lie approv’d of the 
Match; but receiving no Anfwer agreeable to h# 
Wifhes, fhe proftituted her felf to the Lull of one 

EugeniitSj Steward of her Houfhold, with whotr 

ill! 
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Ihe plotted againft her Brother’s Life and Dignity. 
The Thing being difcover’d Ihe was only fentaway 
to Conjlantinople , there to be cenfur’d as TbeoJofius 
Ihould think fit. 

Whilft the Empire was thus affi&ed by the cruel 
Infults of the Barbarians, the Church was no lefs 


alTaulted by the Rife and Propagation of mod dam¬ 
nable Herefies \ it being obiervable, that Errors 
both in Do&rine and Difcipline are never fo fruit¬ 
ful, as in Times of publick Calamities. NefloriusNehonus, 
was at this time Bilhop of Conjlantinople , to which Bi fo>p °f. 
be had been advanc’d by Theodofius, having been^*"^ 3 "' 1 ' 
before a Prieft at Antioch , where he had gain’d 
much Reputation for his Eloquence, Do&rine and 
Piety i but was naturally of a haughty feditious 
Temper, as he made it appear to the World after 
his Promotion. Tho’ at firft he profecutcd theA- 
riait and Novatian Herecicks with lb much Zeal, 
that Conjlantinople was almoft in an Uproar, yet 
he Ihordy after publiih’d his own pernicious Te¬ 
nets, which created much Trouble in the Church, 
infe£ted great Multitudes of People, and conti¬ 
nues at this Day in a great meafure throughout 
the Eaft. He held that it was not lawful to call his Hertjit. 
the Fir gin Mary the Mother of God, who could 
not be born ; but the Mother of Jefus Chrijl , who 
after his Birth obtain'd , by vertue of his good 
Works, to he united to the Word , not by an Hypojla - 
tick or Perfonal Union , but by a Refrdential Union 
of the Word in the Humanity , as in a temple j fo 
that it was no more than a communicative or moral 
Society. By this Doftrine he did not only aflert 
two Natures in Jefus Chrift, but two Perfons, the 
Divine and Human, and fo deftroy’d the Myftery 
of the Incarnation. He did not at firft venture to 


publifh the Errors himfclf, but made Anaftufius , a 
fried; he had brought with him from Antioch, broach 
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’em to the People, who were aftonifh’d at his bla- 
fphemrus Impieti's. Nejlo'rius , inftead of condem¬ 
ning fuch pernicious Doftrines, as the Duty of his 
Office requir’d him, boldly afTerted and maintain’d 
’em openly denying to the Virgin Mary the Title 
of The Mother of God ■, and procur’d one Dorotheas, 
who had been lately depos’d from the Sec of Met- 
cianaple , to anathematize from the Pulpit all thofe 
who prefum’d to give her that Honour. Thefe 
Errors, which Neftorius defended with much Ob- 
ftinacy, caus’d GV/e)?i«Bifhop of Rome , and Cyrill of 
Alexandria, to fummon a Synod each in his Diocefi*, 
where they were univerfally condemn’d, and Nejlo- 
riui depos’d, if within ten Days after the Signifies- 
tion of that Aft of their refpeftive Synods he did 
not recant and difavow his Herefie ; but he was fo 
far from a Recantation, that by his Artifices he 
rais’d Divifions among the Orthodox Bifhops them- 
felves, and fo far impos'd upon the Emperor Tib- 
dofius that he efpoys’d his Intereft, and reprov’d 
Cyrill as one that by his Calumnies difturb’d theU- 
nity of the Church. Thefe Praftices made the 
Breach wider, and the Schifm irreparable, without 
... the Intervention of a General Council, which there' 

General" f° re Theodofus fummon’d to meet at Ephefus, where, 
Council at inftead of the Bifhop of Rome , the Holy Scripture J 
Ephefus. were plac’d in an eminent Throne, as a Guide to theii 

future Controverfics; as appears from the firftAd 
of the Council, and Cyrill's Apology to Thcudfnw 
Neflorius was cited to appear at the firft SefTion, anc 
upon his Non-Appearance depos’d j the Sentence 
of Its Depofition, fign’d by above two hundrec 
Biftw p', was fent to him, and publifh’d in theCh) 
to tie great Joy and Satisfaction of the People 
And the Day following St. Cyrill in a Sermon gav( 
the Virgin Mary fuch Elogics, which tho’ the] 
were drawn from the concurring Senfc of the Seri 

ptuief 
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ptures, and favour’d nothing of the Extravagances 
they at prefent thrpw upon her, yet Idl'd chey 
,ake the Church from that time forward honour 

1 « t * - * ' ' * ** | v - , 

her with a greater Zeal than it had ever done be- 
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fore. 


m 


- /•- s [ . r » 

John, Bifhop pf Antioch, arriv’d at Ephefus 
of his Party, and being offended at what the Coun¬ 
cil had done without his,Prefence.and Confent, fje 
united himielf with about thirty others, fpme.of 
whom had been depos’d for their Crimes, and o- 
thers were known openly to efpoufe the Errors pf 
Fikgius. Thefe Prelates aflembled.at his Lodgings, 
and calling themfelves a Synod, or. Council, depos’d 
Cpill, and Mtmnon of Ephefus, and pronounc’d a 
^Sentence of Excommunication againit all the B.i- 
fhops of the lawful Council, unlefs they reltor’d the 
Ptlagians who had been depos’d ■, and declar’d with 
them, that Adam's Soul did not die for his Offence , 
i that Original Sin -was not tmnfmitted from Father 
o Son. The Emperor at the beginning of the 
Council had appointed Candidian , Matter of his 
loufhold, to appear thereon his Behalf, and by 
lis Authority to prevent any Difprders, whereby 
k Fathers mighc .be moleftsd. Candidian had im- 
1 dtly efpous’d thePaflion, andlntere.ttof Nejiorius i 
md therefore intercepted the Couriers that had been 
leputed to fhqqdofius with the Proceedings of the 
Council, and Letters from the Fathers, and at the 
fame time inform’d the Emperor that M itcers were 
landled with much Heat in the A(Tembly,and that 
y had proceeded againft Nejlorius with too much 
recipitation : But he permitted the Anti-Council 
n time to time to tyanfmit their Decrees to the 
■mperor i to accufe Cyrill aud others of Hercfle, 
md the Spirit of Revenge and condemn every thing 

’"'Fathers had done: Whole Silence in the Matter 

' < ~ y. * ' ' * • * * 
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the Emperor interpreted as aConfeffion of the 
and fo gave Orders for the Imprifonment of St. 
rill and Menrnon j who were not releas’d ’till 
Emperor fome time after had been inform’d of 
Truth in each Particular } and then he diffolv’d 
Coqncil,fet the two Bifhops atLiberty, 
the Condemnation of Nejiorius. But whereas 
Fathers had proceeded to depofe John and his 
herents, the Emperor thought fit to fufpend 
Ratification, for fear of exafperating 
Spirits, and making ’em more averfe to an 
which they were fo far from embracing, that 
protefled they had rather die a thoufand times 
partake of Cyrill’s Communion, or hisDo&rine. 
for Nejiorius , the Emperor permitted him to 
to his Monaftery, that he might have the 
Opportunity to acknowledge his Errors, and 
’em : But he was fo far from acknowledging 
Grace of Theodofw towards him, that he perfifte 
to poifon the World with his Herefie, both in 111 
Difcourfes and his Writings} for which Reafonh 
wasbanifh’d four Years after into Oajis, where, afte 
his Tongue had been eaten out with Worms, h 
dy’d a miferable Death} but in his Life-time rais’ 
a fpiritual War againft the Church, which has bee 
continu’d to this very Day. 

The Wars all this while were continu’d in Gd 
and Africk with various Succefs, the Burguniit 
had for fome Years been oppofing the Romani 
and put the Empire to a valt Expence} nothing b 
the Conduft and Refolution of fuch a General 
jEtiits was able to hinder ’em from breaking firth 
into the Empire, and involving the State in n< 
Difficulties. This Year he obtain’d fo many A 
vantages over ’em, that Gundicarius their King'* 
forc’d to liften to Reafon, and agree to a Peace vf 
honourable and advantageous to the Romans. 
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who had been feot to fuc- 
forc’d Genferich , King of 


the fame time Trigetius , 
cced Boniface in Africk , 

the Vandals , to condefcend to a Peace, upon Con¬ 
dition the Romans refign’d up to him that part of 
grick that lies round Hippo , which was accord¬ 
ingly deliver’d up to ’em, and prov’d in Confe¬ 
rence highly prejudicial to the Empire. The Joy 
the People conceiv’d at thefe two Agreements was 
improv’d at Rome, where Valentinian celebrated his 
Dicennalia , and publick Vows were made for the 
Continuance of his Reign, which were reafonably 
thought to have more of Form than Subftance in 
'em, he behaving himfelf already like a loofe, diflo- 
lute Prince, regardlels of the State, and abandon’d 
to his Pleafures. 

Peace being thus concluded between th e Vandals 
itld Burgundians , the Empire feem’d to breath a 
little after the long Fatigues of War,and to put on 
Face of Gaiety} for tho’ the odorkk, King of the 
'ttbs, had, contrary to his Agreement with the^s- 
1 ms, broken out lately in Gaul, yet IJttorius, with 
Body of Hums, watch’d him fo narrowly that 
:he Mifchief he did at prefent was inconfiderable, 
rod his Attempts carry’d more of the Name of War 
ith ’em than the Inconveniencies of ir, fo rhac 
r « lentinian had time to liften to the Advice of thofe 
ho perfuaded him to marry Eudoxia , and for 
hat Purpofe demanded her by his Ambafiadors of 
ter Father theodofius , who inclin’d willingly to, the 
ropofal, and Valentinian himfelf went to fccch her 
tom Conftantinoplc , but was hardly return’d back to 
mnna before new Commotions interrupted the 
iolemnity of his Nuprials. For Littorius, who had 
itherto commanded with much Succel's againlt the 
•mbs, prefum’d too much upon his good Fortune, Kerv Tron 
ndoutof Emulation to Mtius was fo fir tranfporccd A/ ‘"" Gau 
1! to befiege tholouft , the Capital of the Goths, 


$ 




pro- 
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pComifirig tio hitfifdlf, if he could once Be Matter of 
that Plate, he fhould be able with E-afe to drive the 
Goths out of the Country, Theodorick was at firftfo 
much frighten’d, that he fent foitte Bifhops out td 
h'ittt With Offers of a Peace j but he trufting to the 
Promifes and Encouragement he receiv’d from til 
Pagan fdoft, would lifteri to no Terms of Accom¬ 
modation, but gave the Goths Mattel, who fighting 
like Men in Dcfpair, not only defeated his Army, 
arid kill’d a great many of his Men, but rook hit 
Prifoner, and led him bound into that City as: 
Slave, where he not long before threaten’d toente 
as a Conqueror, and Where, by Theodorick' s Com 
rriarid, he was put to an ignominious Death. Tt) 
Goths after this Defeat ravag’d up and down A 
Country without Controul, and Theodorick adtfanci 
with his Army as far aS the Rhone , thinking he ha 
now art Opportunity to enlarge his Dominion: 
But ValeHtinian, as foon as he was inform’d of th 
Loft both of his General and his Army, difpatch’ 
jT.tius with all Expedition into Gatil , whofe ver 
IN ame was grown fo terrible to the Goths, that will 
out daring to appear in the Field againfl him, the 
earneftly defir'd a Peace, which was granted ’ei 
upon the Mediation of Jvitus, Pr<efe£ius Pucttrm 
thofe Partsj and kept the Goths in tolerable goo 
Oder for Come Years after. 

A. D. But whilll JEtius was employ’d in quenchit 
459. the Flame in G«»/, a greater broke out in; 
jncnmrfrick, which prov’d of more weighty Confequeni 
w Atrick. to i-jjg I£,jr»pj r e. Genferich , who had concluded 

Peace with the Romans about four Years befor 
thought himfelf oblig’d 10 obferve it no longer th 
it appear’d advantageous to his Intcreft, and ferv 
to ftrerigthen and confirm his Prctenfions in - 
frick •, fo that not content with the Conqucft I 
had already Crude, ndr the vafl Provinces that we 
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in his Pofleffion,*he broke the Peace to which he had 
lately fworo, and after having rag’d with ail imagi¬ 
nable Liberty throughout the Country, he fet upon 
Qurthage, which he well knew was weakly Garri- 
for»’d,and took it on the 2.0th of Ottober, before the 
Emperor could be inform’d of the Danger the 
City was in. He threw the Senators into Chains, 
and commanded the Inhabitants, upon Pain of Death, 
to difcover to him all their Gold, their Silver, 
Jewels, and mod valuable Moveables, and fo made 
himlclf Mailer of the Riches of that wealthy Cityj 
from thence he pafs’d with a powerful Fleet into 
: Sicily, where, meeting with little or no Refiltance, 
he behav’d himfelf with his ufual Barbarity. A- 
mong his many other Severities, which he exer¬ 
cis’d without any Remorfe upon the Orthodox 
Clergy, this was one which carry’d not the lead 
I Terror with it. He forc’d Quod-f^ult-Deiis, Bi- 
fhop of Carthage, and a great part of his Clergy, to 
be put naked on Board feveral leaky VelTels pre¬ 
par’d for that Purpofe, and in that helplefs Condi¬ 
tion to be thru!! out to Sea, where, after they had 
for a long time been tofs’d up and down by the vi¬ 
olence of the Waves, to their great Confternadon, 
and certain hazard of their Lives, they were all driven 
fafe a-lhoar near Naples in Campania. He left Sicily 
fooner than he intended, upon an Information that 
Sebaflian, Son of the late General Boniface, was 
arriv’d in Africk with a very Itrong Army j this 
brought him back with all Speed to Carthage , for 
fear the Romans fhould in his Abfence recover that 
City out of his Hands. Buc Sebafian , inftead of 
behaving himfelf like a Roman General, and pur¬ 
ging Genfericb as an Enemy to the Empire, fate 
down idly in the Province, and enter’d into Terms 
of Accommodation with him. Hereupon Genfe- 
tkh, who dciir’d to bind him firmer to his Intc- 

Y 4 reft, 
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reft, endeavour’d by his Perfuafion? to make him 
turn jfrian , which when he could by no means be 
prevail’d upon to do, he procur’d him to be mur¬ 
der’d, either out of an Averlion he had to the Or¬ 
thodox Faith, or becaufe he knew Sebafian was an 
experienc’d Commander, and was afraid he intend¬ 
ed to circumvent him. This infolent Demeanour 


in the King of the Vandals highly provok’d Thto- 
dofius , who thought it time to provide againftfo 
prevailing an Enemy, and therefore mann’d out a 
Fleet of fixty Sail, on Board of which he order’d 
a good Army to embark, and committed it to 
the Conduft of dreobindas, and two others, who 
were commiftlon’d to land in dfrick, and by all 
poflible means endeavour to drive Genfericb out of 
it. Thefe Generals, inftead of following their Or¬ 
ders, wafted much of their Time in Sicily, and then 


crofting over into Jfrick> carry’d more Terror 
than Execution along with ’em t for without per¬ 
forming any thing of Moment they return’d back 
into Sicily. Howevertheir Expedition had this good 


dofms 


Genfericb 


Theodof 


Conf 


to conclude the Year following, for Reafons that 
made thai Year famous to Pofterity. 

A. D. The Hunns, who had formerly driven the Jlmt 
441. Goths and Vandals out of rheir ancient Seats, and 
The Hunnsp orc ’d > ern to pafs over the Rhine and Ifler into the 

R vwan Territories, began now to follow ’em •, and 
mf ‘ re ' taking the Advantage of the Wars in which the 

mans were engag’d with their Neighbours, efpecial!) 
the Vandals in Jfrick^ mufler’d all the Forces the) 
could rsiife among the Inhabitants on the other (id< 
the Euxine, and with an Army, terribly prodigiom 

for its Numbers, fell ppon the Frontiers of th< 

' Env 
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Empire, where they feiz’d on the Forts and Garri- 
fons built formerly upon the Banks of the IJter for 
the Defence of it. Here the Army was divided 
linro two Bodies, with one of which Attila their 
j King invaded Myfia, and with the other his Bro¬ 
ther Bleda fell upon Thrace , where, bearing down 
all Oppofition before ’em, they rag’d in all Places 
with Fire and Sword, they took and furpriz’d ma¬ 
ny Cities, and among the reft Natffus and Singidtt- 
mm, two Cities of Myfia Prima. 

Theodojius was too fenfible of the ill Confequence 
offuch Irruptions, efpecially at a time when the 
Etppire was fo much weaken’d already, not to think 
of fome timely Refiftance, and ftop ’em, if poffible, 
in their firft Motions} whereupon he fent two of 
his Generals, Arnegijlus and Joannes , with a ftrong 
Army againft ’em. Arnegijlus engag’d Attila near 
Marcianople , at the fame time that Joannes fought 
Bleda in Thrace j and they both met with fuch Suc- 
cefs that the Barbarians wereworfted, and feem’d at 
firft more defirous of returning than capable of pro¬ 
ceeding forward > but the Fate of the Empire be¬ 
gan now to prefs hard upon it, and its Ruin feem’d 
inevitable j tor the two Generals, inftead of pur- 
fuing the publick intereft, fell into private Quar¬ 
rels between themfelves, in which Joannes was kill’d 
by the fraud of his jealous Antagonift. 

The Hums taking the Advantage of thefe un¬ 
timely Difientions purfu’d their Conquefts, and 
feiz’d upon all the Cities in Thrace , except Adria- 
noplc\ they enter’d into Macedonia , Greece and //- 
lyricum , in all which Places they did fuch horrible 
Mifchicfs as they never felt before. Being not 
only fworn Enemies to Chtillianity, but even to 
Civility, and the Knowledge of the true God j 
they exceeded the Goths and Vandals in their 
barbarous Cruelties, and when ever the Romans had 

the 
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the Courage to face ’em, they Teem’d rather to 
harden and provoke, than repel and diftrefs ’em, 
This reduc’d Theodojius to the laft extremity, and 
tho’ he had formerly refolv’d never to let Genferkh 
poflefs a Foot in Africk , but by main Force to 
drive him out, yet being now prefs’d by a nearer 
Calamity, and unable to contend with two Ene- 
Pence »»<.'£ mies at once, he was perfuaded to liften to the 

Overtures made by the Vandals, and granted ’em 
better Terms than they could otherwife have dc- 
fir’d or expedted. For Genfericb's Affairs at home 
were in great Confufionhis infulfcrable Info- 
lence, which he had contraited from the long 
Courfe of his Succefs, had fo incens’d his Subjcfls, 
that they confpir’d againft him, and when his Vi¬ 
gilance had dilcover’d and prevented the Plot, he 
us’d both the Innocent and Guilty with fo much 
bloody Severity, that he could not have been more 
weaken’d by a Defeat in Battel. Thefe Domeftick 
Dilafters made him follicit a Peace both at Conjlan- 
tinople and Ravenna, which Valentinian and Thu- 
dofius, for the Reafons above-mention’d, readily 
granted. The Emperors, more for State than an) 
other Confideration, referv’d Tome ruin’d Provin¬ 
ces to themfelves, and lefc the Vandals the quiet 
Pofleffion of the re ft of africk, upon Conditior 
he paid a Tribute to the Emperor for three Year: 
together, and deliver’d his Son Honoric up to^» 
lentinian as a Pledge and Aflurancc of his Faith 
which he had fo often violated. 

III. The Peace being concluded, Theodnfim rc 

call’d his Army out of Sicily, to be employ’d untie 

the Conduit of Areobindas and Afpar againft th ( 

Hums t who were now got fo far into the Countr; 

that all Oppofition Teem’d to come too late fo tha 

Theodoftus was forc’d, to the great Prejudice of hi 

Refu 
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Reputation, to try the Power of his Gold, when 
he found the Force of his Steel ineffedtual. He 
fent his AmbafTadors to Attila to treat about a 
Peace, which he offer’d to purchafe at the Price of 1 
fix thoufand Pounds cf Gold to be paid in Hand, u 
and an Annual Penfion of five hundred, or as fome * 
fay, a thoufand more, provided he would inftantly 
retreat, and confine himfelf and his Subjefts within 
his own Bounds. The Propofals feem’d fo fair 
that Attila found no reafon to rejeft ’em, fo that 
upon Payment of the Mony he prepar’d to be 
gone, enrich’d not only with fo vaft a Sum, but 
infinite other Treafure, and an hundred and twen¬ 
ty thoufand Captives, leaving Illyricum in a much 
worfe Condition than ever it had felt before, tho’ 
frequently fubjeft to fuch Calamities > as an Ag¬ 
gravation to which, fo dreadful a Snow fell this 
Year, and lay fo long on the barren Ground, which 
the Barbarians had burnt up and wafted, that not 
only great quantities of Cattle, but multitudes of 
Men, Women and Children perifh’d for want of 
the Conveniences of Habitations and Fuel, of which 
the Savage Harms had depriv’d ’em. At the fame 
time happen’d an Earthquake at Rome , which over¬ 
threw i'cveral Buildings both publick and private. 
Thefc Accidents were look’d on as prodigious, and 
feem’d to forerun that mighty Storm, which, tho’ 
quell’d for the prefent, broke in fhortly after, and 
like an Hurricane tore up both the Eaftern and 


Weftei 


In this Interval Tbeodofias, as if he forefiiw the 
enfuing Calamities, reinforc’d and fortify’d the 
Borders, and by fevera! A£ts of State and publick 
Edifts put himlclf into the beft Condition of De¬ 
fence his Affairs would admit of j for at prefent 
the Empire enjoy’d a Tranquility both in the Ea¬ 
ftern and Weflcrn Provinces, greater than any it 

had 
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>had known for along time before} it look’d like a 
Calm prdaging the Temped that was to follow, 
for except fome Motions of the Burgundians in 
Gaul, who were eafily reduc’d by Mtius, we hear 
of nothing that difturb’d the publick Peace, ’till it 
was broken again by Attila. However fheadofius 
met with fome Didurbances in his private Family, 
that gave him as much trouble almod as a War 
would have done } his Sider Pulcheria had hitherto 
aflided him at the Helm of State, and by her Care, 
Vigilance and Sagacity eas’d the Burden of the 
Empire, that would otherwife have lain heavy up. 
on his Shoulder. Chryfaphius the Eunuch, and great 
Favourite of the Emperor, was highly difpleas’d 
with Flaviams , Patriarch of Conftantinople , and ve: 
ry defirous to have him remov’d, but knew all his 
Attempts would be ineffe£tual whild Pulcheria con¬ 
tinu’d in Power, whom therefore he labour’d to in¬ 
volve in fome Difficulties} accordingly he endea¬ 
vour’d to raife a Jealoufie and Emulation between 
her and the Emprefs Eudoc'ta , whom he perfuaded 
to remove from Pulcheria the Steward of her 


Houfhold, who manag’d all her Concerns} this 
Eudocia try’d all means with her Husband to ef- 
fe6t, but Thecdoftus was rcfolv’d againd it, nor 
would he fo far difoblige his Sifter, to whole pru- 
... dent Management he was fo much indebted. But 
rtmm/’d at length fhe prevail’d fo far that the Emperor re- 
fromCsun. quir’d Flaviatms to make her a Deaconefs} for as 

they ofeen in thofc Parts drew great Men by force 
to Bifhopricks, fo the Bifhops themfelves very of¬ 
ten made choice of Ladies of more exalted Virtue 
and Honour than the reft of their Sex, and by 
force ordain’d ’em Deaconeftes of the Church. 


plavianus knew not how to difobey the Emperor's 
Order, but admonifh’d Pulcheria of ir, and advis’d 

her to avoid him, left lie fhould be forc’d againjl 

•" • / . his 
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his Will upon a very ungrateful Office. Puicberia 
was no fooner inform’d of it, but ihe voluntarily re¬ 
tir’d from the Adminiftration, and led a private Life 
in the Country. From this we may form a lively 
Image of Court Intrigues, where it's very often the 
Bufinefs of one Courtier to fupplant another, be- 
caufe he thinks he is in a better Port than himfelf. 

They who are defirous to abfolve Eudocia from 
the Sin of Ingratitude to Puicberia , to whom Ihe 
ow’d her Greatnefs, give another Reafon for the 
Emperor’s Difpleafure, and affirm Puicberia. ow’d 
her Difgrace to none but her ft If. They tell us, 
that upon Obfervation of the Emperor’s Eaflnefsin 
figning whatever Papers were offer’d him, without 
ever examining the Contents of ’em, fhe thought 
to convince him of his Folly, by reprefenting to 
him how dangerous it might one Day prove in the 
Confequence j fhe one Day prefented him with a 
Paper, in which he fold his Wife as a Slave to Pul- 
cheria , which he fiw n ’d,as ufual, without ever reading 
the Subftance of it : Some time after fhe detain’d 
Eudocia as fhe came to vifit her, and when the Em¬ 
peror himfelf came to demand her, (he told him 
that Jhe having bought her of him , he had no Right in 
her, and thereupon produc’d the Concra£t. Theo- 
dofius was fo diftatted at this home Reproof, that 
like other Princes who are fond of Flattery but a- 
verfe to Reprehenfion, he ever after that entertain’d 
a Prejudice to her, which it’s more than probable his 
Wife took care to aggravate, the better tore-ingra- 
tiate her felf with him for fhe had lately been in 
Difgrace, and that upon an Occafion which may 
ferve to fhow us how cautious Perfons in an high 
Sphere ought to move. Some Perfon had prefented 
5 Theodojtus with a Fruit, admirable for its Largenefs 
and Beauty •, this he fent as a Rarity to Eudocia , 
who made a Prcfcnt of it to PaulimSj with whom 

fhe 
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fhe was fo intimately acquainted upon the Account 
of his great Learning, that her Familiarity with him 
gave Occafion tofome fcandalous Reflections. He, 
ignorant from whence the Emprefs had receiv’d it, 
carry’d it to Theodofius as a Thing new and Angular, 
and Theodofius prefently after ask’d his Wife what 

was become of it} fhe, for fear of difpleafing him, 
anfwer’d (he had eaten it, whereupon Theodofius pro- 
'^‘during the Fruit, convicted her of Falfhood, or* 

Eij&race der’d Paulinas to be put to Death, and for fometime 

was alienated in his Mind from the Emprefs. 

Pulcheria being remov’d from the Adminillration, 
Chryfaphius thought he might now with Eafework 
Flavian's Ruin, and was fhortly after prefented with 
a fair Opportunity of effecting it. Eutyches , an-Ab- 
bot of a Monaftery in Conftantinop'e , had very vigo- 
roufly oppos’d Nefiorius his Herefie, but as it often 
happens in the like Cafes, fell out of one Extream 
into another: For whereas Nefiorius deny’d theHy- 
poftatick Union in Jefus Chrift, Eutyches deny’d the 
Diftin&ion of the two Natures, confounding the 
one in the other. This Doftrinc was immediately 
condemn’d in a Synod at Conjlantinople , where Euiy- 
ches was fummon’d to appear, but refus’d to ftirout 
of his Monaftery > tho’ he prefently afeer apply’d 
himfelf to Chryfaphius , whofe Relation he was, and 
who was now the great Favourite of Iheodofm. 
Chryfaphius perfuaded the Emperor to fummon the 
fecond Council of Ephefis , where by the Aftivity 
of Diofcorus, Bilhop of Alexandria, the Eutych'm 
Herefie was approv’d, and Flavian , by whofe means 
it had been condemn’d in the Synod, was not only 
depos’d, but molt barbaroufly abus’d/ at Ephefis, and 
banifh’d into Lydia, where he dy’dof his Wounds in 
a ftiort time after, and is commemorated as one of the 
Martyrs of the Greek Church. This Violence and In- 
iuftice againft Flavian demonftrates to us the Cor¬ 
ruption 
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ruption of the Bi/hops that compos’d that Council, 
and that the Ancients upon good Grounds call’d it 
a Affembly of thieves. 

jttila, who had hitherto obferv’d the Peace con- A. D. 
eluded with the Empire,did now again declare War 447. 
againft theodofuis,because. the Tribute he was to have 
receiv’d by the Articles of Peace had not been pun¬ 
ctually paid him > and taking the Advantage of a 
great Froft, which had frozen up the Danube, he 
pafs’d his Army over, and wafted Pannonia and Illy- 
mm. theodofius font Anthemius and Amegijius to 
oppofe him, who did great Service to the Empire j 
Jelpecially Anthemius , who was afterwards Emperor 
of the Weft, finding the Barbarians difpers’d up and 
down the Country, and intent upon the Pillage, he 
fet upon’em at feveral times, deftroy’d a great num¬ 
ber of them, and conftrain’d the reft to unite them- 
felves into one Body near Sardica , where he gave 
’em Battel i and tho’ Arnegifius at the beginning of 
the Engagement abandon’d his Collegue and deferted 
to the Enemy, yet he got an entire Viftory, and 
oblig’d ’em to fue for a Peace, which he granted 
upon Condition they hung up the Traitor Arnegi- 
jltis , who accordingly fell a Sacrifice to Juftice, and 
the Peace was ratify’d both by theodofius and Valen- 
tinian. Some time after this the Weftern Empire ^ lacidia 
fuffer’d a great Lofsin the Death of Galla Placidia,' 
Vakntinian's Mother, a Princefs of great Prudence, 
who had been tofs’d to and fro in the World, and 
run through feveral Changes of Fortune. She had 
the chief Management in the Affairs of State, not 
only during her Son’s Minority, but afterwards 
when he arriv’d to aRipenefs of Years; for he was 
ofhimfelf an effeminate voluptuous Prince, refign- 
mg himfelf up entirely to the Government of thole 
that were near his Perfon: His Mother, whilft fhe 
liv’d, reftrain’d him in a great meafure by her Au¬ 
thority 
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thority and good Counfel j but as foon as (he was 
dead the Depravity of his Nature appear’d vifible 
to the World, who thereby grew fenfible how be¬ 
neficial Placidia had been to the Empire. And as 
Valentinian was mif-led by Parafites and evil Coun- 
fellors in the Weft, fo was theodofius abus’d by the 
Artifices of his Favourite Chryfaphius in the Eai 
where he rul’d with an unlimited Authority, ty. 
rannizing in a particular manner over the Clergy, 
Fuldheria His villainous Practices provoked Pulcheria to quit 
returm a- jj Cr Solitude and return again to Court, where lhc 
10 made it appear to Theodofius , that Eutyches was an 
infamous Heretick •, that Chryfaphius had fupported 
him out of Malice to Flavian and had abus’d his 
Bounty in many refpeCts. Hereupon Theodofius turn’d 
him out of all his Employments, confifcated his E- 
ftate, and banilh’d him. This was thought too 
mild a Proceeding againft one, who had not only 
mod (hamefully abus’d the Favour of his Prince, 
but troubled the Repofe of the Church, and horri¬ 
bly perfecuted her faithful Paftors. Theodofius at the 
fame time (everely reprov’d his Wife Eudocia , for 
concurring with Chryfaphius in his Intrigues, and 
procuring a Difagreement between him and his 
Sifter Pulcheria , reproaching her befides for her pri¬ 
vate Correfpondence with Paulinus> and appear’d fo 
difpleas’d at her, that to avoid his Indignation (he 
got leave to vifit the Holy Places at Jerufakm , 
where (he led a very devout retir’d Life. After 
this publick Juftice done to the great Satisfaction 
of his Subjects, and a Defire to repair the Injuries 
done to the Church by the late Council at Epbefus , 
Theodofi- Theodofius dy’d on the twenty ninth of July at Cm- 
us Jieu fiantinople , in the fiftieth Year of his Age, and for¬ 
ty third of his Reign Hiftorians are not agreed 
upon the manner of his Death j fome (ay he dy’d of 
Sicknefs, and particularly of the Plague -, others, 
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that he fell off from his Htfrfe wbilft he was a Hunt¬ 
ing, and dy’d.the Night following. 

He was a Prince exemplary for his Piety, and a h» ch»- 
great Friend to the Church ; but he was of a weak-™ 5 *'’’ 
Spirit, and too much guided by thofe that were a- 
bout him. Whilft he fuffer’d himfelf to be dire&ed 
by his Sifter PuUheria the Adminiftration was blame- 
lefs, which indeed .'redounded more to her Reputa¬ 
tion than his own; but he lay too open to the Pra- 
ftices of intriguing Courtiers, who often perfuaded 
him to A&ions unjuft and unwarrantable. He was 
fo far from revenging any Injury offer’d him, that 
it’s (aid of him he never was feep to be angry. As 
he relign’d the Civil Affairs up to the Government 
of his Sifter and chief Minifters, fo did he manage 
all his Wars by his Generals, addicting himfelf 
wholly to his Devotions and Recreations, Theodo- 
fins A y’d in the feyenth Confulate of Falentinian and 
of Jvinus, in the tzoid Year of Rome* An. Dom. 

450. 

Immediately upon the Death of Theodofius Pulche - A. D. 
ria got Marian to be declar’d Emperor by the Se- 4^0. 
nate, to which/the Officers in the Army afterwards Martian. 

confented. She thought the readieft way to conti¬ 
nue both him and her felf in the Authority was to 
marry him, which (he did, but continu’d a Virgin 
’till her Death notwithftanding, as we are told by 
Evagrius. Martian was by Birth a Thracian, and 
being the Son of a Soldier he always follow’d the 
War: It happen’d, as he was going in his Youth 
to lift himfelf at Phiiippopolis , he found a Man that 
had been lately kill’d lying upon the Road > being 
furpriz’d at the Sight, he deferfd his Journey ’till 
he could conveniently bury the Corps: But fome 
who came by, and obferv’d the AjQiion, pre- 
taVd an Information againft him to- the Magi¬ 
strates of Pbilippopolis , by whofc Order he was ap- 

2 pre* 



3 3 8 The Roman Hijiory. Vol. in. 

prehended, indi&ed, and condemn’d for the Mur¬ 
der j but a? they were ready to lead him out to 
Execution, the true Author of the Fa£fc was difeo- 
ver’d and convi&ed, and Martian was left at liber¬ 
ty to follow his Inclinations, which led him to the 
Wars. Evagrius relates feveral Paffages of him, 
which he faith portended the Imperial Dignity: 
Martian ferving in Africk againft the Vandals was 
taken Prifoner, as we obferv’d before, with feveral 
others, in that Battel which 4 fpar loft to Genferich , 
and was order'd to be brought with the reft into a 
Field, where the King might have the Opportuni¬ 
ty of viewing 'em, and where Martian was fali’n 
faft afleep before the King’s Arrival, who coming 
at laft to vifit the Prifoners, obferv’d an Eagle ho¬ 
vering over Martian whilft he flept, to prote& him 
with her Wings from the Heat of the Sun, which 
in that Country, and at that Seafon of the Year, was 
very intenfe. Upon this Sight he conje&ur’d what 
in the Courfe of Time was to befall him, and there¬ 
fore upon aPromife given him, that when became 
to be Emperor he would never wage Waf with the 
Vandahy he gave him his Liberty i which Promife 
he religioufly obferv’d after his Promotion. 

Three Days after his Eftabliihment he publifh’d 
a fevere Law againft fuch Clerks and Monksas quit¬ 
ted the Orthodox Religion, and follow’d Euiychts 
his damnable Do6fcrine. He reftor’d all thofc Bi- 
fhops that had been depos’d by the Council at £• 
phefus , recall’d all that nad been banilh’d, and re- 
eftablilh’d ’em in their feveral Diocefesj and the 
Martian Year following this Emperor fummon’d the Fourth 
fummons General Council, which was to be celebrated at 
tin Fourth bm: by an Order from the Emperor was 

Council, transferr’d to Chalcedony where Diofcorus was dc* 

pos’d, together .with all thofe that had efpous’d E«- 

tribes ana his Herefie. 

IV. This 


i 
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IV. This Vear Valent inkin, of his Minifters, were 
bufily employ’d in warlike Preparations, and: the De- 
fence of the Empire, which was threaten'd by At- 
ji!a j who obferving Valenfinian to be a vitions on-* 
aftive Prince, regardlefs of the Publick, and devo¬ 
ted to his (etifual Pleaiures, thought it no difficult mat¬ 
ter to pofTefshimfelfoftheEmpitej efpecially having 
at prefent an Army on foot confining of no lefs than 
feven hundred thoufand Men, raised promifcuoufly 
out of 5 Tartary, Poland , Germany, and Mufctrvy. The 
Writers of thofe Times have aim’d at feveraf Realbns, 
or rather Conjefiures, for this War, and why Attila 
chofe to begin in Gaul fooner than other Parts of the 
Empire adjoining nearer to hirfl. Jt/rnatideti, aith, that 
Honric, Son of Geti/erich, having timry’d the Daugh¬ 
ter of fheodoricb , King of che Goths'm Gaul, Upon foriae 
Sufpicion that /he had a Defign topoifon him cut off 
her Nofe * and fent her home to her Father* tha tGen- 
fericb apprehending upon good Ground? fheodorUb 
would refent fo barbarous an Injury, endeavour’d to 
ilrengthen himfelf by an Alliance with Attila, and 
accordingly fent great FrefentS to him, defiring him 
to invade fheodorich , and promising to join him with 
a very ftrong Army. Attila , who was intent upon 
nothing but his own Advantage, embrac’d the Op¬ 
portunity* and that he might firft divide thofe he 
intended to deftroy, he fent his Ambafladors to Va- 
ttntinian , conjuring him by no means to affif! Then- 
'irncb , and afTuring him at the fame time that all 
his Defigns were upon him: On the other hand, 
lie made Theodorich believe all his Preparations were 
pgainft the Romans , and advis’d him not to intermed¬ 
dle in the Quarrel. Thefe crafty Practices in the 
fraudulent King were difeover’d by che noble Mtl- 
Wj who forefeeing what a mighty Storm was rea¬ 
dy to difeharge tt felf upon the Subjects of the 
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5 4 q 71 he Roman R'tflory. Vo!. HI, 

* » ► 

Empire, prevail’d with ‘theodorick , and his Son Tk> 
rifmond, to fufpend for the prefent their particular 
Quarrels to the Empire, and by an Union with ic 
oppofe the furious Torreflt, which feem’d to threaten 
Attilai»-botb alike. In the mean time AttiU was marching 
Wei Gaul. at t h e Head of his numerous Forces out of Scythia in¬ 
to Germany in the very midft of Winter, encourag¬ 
ing the People as he march’d along to throw off their 
Obedience to the Roman Empire, and joining with 
him have their Share in the Spoils of Gaul , and by 
this means rais’d fo powerful an Army, as feem’d 
defign’d not only for the Dcftru&ion of Gaul , but 
the whole Earth. When he was advanc’d as far as 

9 

the Rhine, he built fo, many Boats for theTranfpor- 
tation of his Forces that the vaft Rercinian Forefi 
feem’d unable to fupply him with a fufficient quan¬ 
tity of Timber. Having pafs’d the Rivet*, he took 
and pillag’d Cologne Tongri , and Mete j from thence 
he pafs’d on to Arras , which met with the like 
Treatment,for where-ever he came hc put all to Fire 
and Sword, and fo grew amazingly terrible to all 
Mankind: He order’d himfelf to be call’d 7 h 
Scourge of God t and as fuch he behav’d hiralelf, 
the lnftrument of Divine Wrath, and a publick 
Plague to the reft of Mankind. 

Mtius being inform’d of the Barbarian’s Progrefs, 
mutter’d his Forces at Arles, as well thofe of the 
Empire, as the Confederates under Pheodorick King 
of the Weftern Goths , Meromeus of the pranks, to- 
plan and Gundicarius Kings of the Alani and But- 
gundians, between whom at prefent Gaul was divi¬ 
ded. Attian, Bifhop of Orleance , hearing of M 
la's Approach towards that City, went fpeedily t< 
Mtius, to acquaint him with the dangerous Condi 
tion the City would be in without a timely Relief 
and was Pent back with thePromifeof afpeedySuc 

cour by Mtius: He was hardly return’d before dt 
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til a laid Siege to the City with his whole Army, » 
battering it on every fide with his Warlike En- s ‘'Z e t0 ° r ~ 
gines: but here his Arms firft met with a check, nce ’ 
for Jstius, tfhetdorick, and 'thorifimnd arriving 
forc’d him to raife the Siege, tho’ fome fay he and raifa 
broke into the City, but upon the approach of the'** $»£*• 
Confederates was forc’d to retire, before he had time 
to pillage it, to the Campi Catalaunici , or Plains of 
Chalons , angry and enrag’d at his Disappointment, 
and there he refolv’d to provoke JEtius to Fight, 
whom he had already conquer’d in Imagination, de¬ 
pending upon the Multitude of his Forces. ALtt- 
iu , who was as willing to engage as Attila , foon 

S refented hirpfclf, and ltood prepar’d for a bloody 
attel: he was at firft in a great fufpence, and fu- 
fpeftea the King of the Alans, who he was inform’d 
had an Intent to Defert the Romans in the Fight, 
and run over to Attila j having therefore made a 
freble Divifion of his Forces, he plac’d him in the 
midftj the Right Wing he committed to ‘Theo - 
Mick and his Son 'thorifmond, the Left he com¬ 
manded hinjfelfj and both in the Front and Rear 
hedifpos’d the moft Valiant of the Roman Legions, 
the better to oblige the reft to fight. The Fight ^cius m- 
was very obftinate and bloody on both fides, con•#»£« him * 
tinuing from Noon ’till Midnight) at which time 
peither Party yielded, but were rather parted by the 
Inconvenience of the Night) and Attfla founding a 
Retreat retir’d behind a Rampart he had formerly 
m^dp, and left Atius Matter of the Field, who polled 
his Men in the beft manner he could ’till the Morn¬ 
ing, left the Enemy fhould take any Advan¬ 
tage, and fnatch that Victory out of his Hands W beats 
Which he began already to think himfclf fecurc of,^ w - 
*pd was the next Morning aflur’d of hj$ Succefs, 

Attila is faid to have loft in the Battel np lefs than 
onp hundred and feventy thoufand Men, On the 
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Romans (ide Gundicarius, King of the Burundi, 
ans, and fbeodortcb was {lain, at which his Son 
fboriftnond was fo enrag’d, that he refolv’d inftant. 
ly to attack 4ttiU in nis Camp, and revenge hit 
Father’s Death» but Mtm, who was fenfible of 
the Strength and afpiring Genius of the Goths, was 
afraid if the Bunns ftiould be totally overthrown, 
that then they would turn their Forces againft the 
Empire, and therefore in Policy chafe to let him 
efcape at prefent, that he might awe the Goths and 
Franks , and divert ’em from any dangerous At* 
tempts upon the Empire \ whereupon, after he had 
givpn Fhorijmond large Commendations for bis ex¬ 
traordinary Valour, he advis’d him with fpced to 
go and take PoflHfion of his Father’s Dominions 
both in Gaul and Spain, before his Neighbours had 
time to raife him any Difturbance there. Thorif 
mond approv’d of his Advice, and fo deferr’d his 
Revenge to another Opportunity. This Proceed* 
ing of JEttm towards Attila was very much blam’d 
by fotnc, and gave others an opportunity of repre* 
fencing him as a dangerous Perfon to Falsntinm, 
and one that had a Defign of making himfelf Em¬ 
peror j to which end he held private Correfponcknu 
with Attila , whom he forbore to deftray, when he 

had him in his Power, and fuffer’d him to efcape, 
to bring more Mlfchief upon the Empire. Theft 
Suggeftions, how ill foever they were grounded, 
prov*4 in time the Ruin both of Faltntinian and 
/Elm, as we (hall fee hereafter. 

A. D. AfUla having been beaten in Gaul retir’d with hii 

4 J- 2 .. Troops into Pamonia, which was now beeoqnc the 

Seat of the Bunns, Part of it being call’d from them 
Bungaria j here having refrelh’d his Army, and re¬ 
inforc’d it to that degree, that it was far morenuwe- 
rons than the. Year before, he refolv’d now to invade 

Italy it felf, which was more plentiful than any of tht 

Pro* 
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Provinces* and wher^je thought he Ihould meet 
with no Goths, Alamygtmeks, ox Burgundians, who in 
Confederacy with th cl&mans could oppofe his Arms. 

The News of his Defigns and Preparations were no 
fooner known in Italy, bur the People were in a great¬ 
er Confternation than at the Expeditions of Alarich 
and Radagaifus ; for they confider’d Attila as a Bar¬ 
barian more fierce and favage than either of the 
former, who profefs’d himfelf delighted in Dcftru- 
ftion, and rejoic’d at the Calamities he brought up¬ 
on his Fellow-Creatures. At the fame time there 
was a Report of feveral new Prodigies, particular¬ 
ly of three great Stones that fell from Heav’nj be- 
(idts Italy had been lately affli£ted by a great Dearth, 
which was attended by a grievous Peltilence, Ca¬ 
lamities terrible enough in themfelves, without the 
Aggravation of any other Mifcbiefs. 

Attila having pafs’d the Danube towards the end Attila 

of Winter, and repuls’d the Garrifons plac’d by vades Ita1 /' 
Valentinian for the Defence of the Julian Alp , 
enter’d into Friuli and IJlria ? and the Inhabitants 
of Venetia, who expe&ed the firfi Violence of the 
Storm, betook themfelves to the I{lands and inac- 
cefllble Marihes of the Adriatick , upon the firft 
terrible Noife of Attila 's Preparations? here they frfi 
laid the Foundations of the City, call’d from the*^^'" n 
Name of the Country, Venice , which exceedingly^ 
encreas’d by the Deftru&ion of Aqailcia, and the 
other Neighbouring Cities which felt the Fury of 
Attila 's Arms, and is at prefent one of the molt 
glorious Common-wealths in Chriftendom, or per¬ 
haps in the World. Valentinian had forcify’d A- 
quileia, the Metropolis of Venetia, a ftrong Town, 
defign’d to protect the Borders of Italy from the 
Incurfrons of the Barbarians. This Place Attila Attila Bt- 
Rclieg’d, and batter’d it furioufly for the fpace o$ tg “ A ' 
three Months together > but the Befiea’d defend ed qu ‘ * ,a ’ 
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themfelves with fo much B;g^y, that the Barba* 
rians were ready to Mutihy^Hd murmur’d at the 
King for fpending his Time, and the Strength of 
his Army in a Siege, where they got nothing but 
Blows to encourage them; whereupbn Attila had 
thoughts of railing it, but was prevented by an 
Omen, which gave him frefh Encouragement 
for he obferv’d a Stork, that had built her Neft 
upon the top of a great Tower in the City, to 
take her young ones and fly with ’em far off into 
the Country. This he fhow’d to his Army, and 
told ’em what the Stork did was by Infiintt, and a 
natural Foreftgbt , that Jhe could expert no more 
Safety in a City that ; was going to be taken by a 
Ficlorious Enemy \ he advis’d ’em therefore not 
to be wanting to thentfelves , but patiently exptfl 
the Pojfejjion of what was due to their unwearied 
Labours. This Speech fo inflam’d his Men that 
they once more apply’d their Engines to the Walls, 
ifrtd takes and after a very vigorous Affault took the City j 
it. tho’ fome fay it had been firft deferted by the In¬ 
habitants, who taking the Advantage of a dark 
Night efcap’d by Sea with their Bifhop Nicetas. 
The better to amufe the Enemy, and gain time for 
their Retreat, they plac’d certain Woodep Statues 
upon the Walls, which were to pafs upon the Bar¬ 
barians for Soldiers put there to guard ’epi: The 
Hums were not fenfible of the Stratagem ’till they 
pbferv’d feveral Birds to perch unmolefted upon 
’em, and then they feal’d the Town, took it with¬ 
out any Refiftance, pillag’d it for feveral Days to¬ 
gether, kill’d all the Men that had been left behind, 
and ravifh’d the Women, defigning by this barba¬ 
rous piece pf Severity to ftrike an Awe into the 
reft, and terrifta ’em into Submiflion. This made 
the Inhabitants of the Neighbouring Cities quit 

their Dwellings, by which means all the Towns 
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thereabouts fell into the Hands of Attila , who in¬ 
stead of marching on “'towards Rome , declin’d to¬ 
wards the Right, and fell upon trevifa , Verona* 
Mantua, Cremona , Brefcio and Bergamo , all which 
fliar’d in the Fate of Aquileia j towards Winter he 
pafs’d the Po , and proceeded with the like Barba¬ 
rity againft Placentia , Parma , and other Places, fo 
that all thatTra& of Land, which lies between 
the dips and the Appennine , was reduc’d to Aihes. 

Mtius had by this time rais’d a very formidable 
Army, and having quitted Rome was now upon 
the Borders of Mmilia , ready to oppofe Attila ; 
this Confederation made the Barbarian liften more 


readily to the Advice of his Commanders, who 
were loaden with the Riches of Italy , and were 
defirous of enjoying it peaceably at home in their 
own Countries, rather than run the hazard of lo- 
fing all again by engaging with Mtius , who in 
feveral Skirmiihes had already cut off fome of their 
advanc’d Guards. For this reafon they remon- 
ftrated to Attila , Eh at he had done enough for the 
prefent, and ought to defer the Dejign he had upon 
Rome ’till fome other time i for that ^Etius, a brave 
experienc'd Commander , was ready at the Head 


of a powerful Army to flop his March , Jhould 
be direEl it towards that City > that he ought 
to remember the bloody Defeat he met with two 
Tears before in Gaul, and not run the hazard of 
the like Difajler in Italy, but rather refletl on the 
Fate of Alarich, who liv'd but a little while after 
he had taken and plunder'd that City. Thefe Con- 
fideratjons made him turn back towards the -/V ? 
where Leo, Bifhop of Rome , came to him in an 
Embaflie from Valentinian , and reafon’d with fo 


pe direct it ton. 

4 

to remember the 


March , flmild 

that he ought 
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and Eloquence, that he return 
v’d him. and oerfuaded^ ovtr - 


him, and perfuaded^** 
be, upon Promife of * e 
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an annual Tribute i tho’ upon bis Departure he 
threaten’d to afflift Italy more heavily than ever 
unlefs they fent him Honorta , Sifter to the Emperor 
tfalentinian, who is faid to have invited him to this 
War, hoping to draw fome particular: Advantage 
to her felf out of it; chufing rather to facrifice the 

{ jublick Peace and Safety to her private Lull, than 
ive in that Reftraint, which for the Reputation of 
the Court fhe was continu’d under. 

The next Year Attila , as if he difdain’d either 


4f 5' to be at Eafe himfelf, or indulge it to others, fell 

with his ufual Fury upon the Alans in Gaul j but 
‘thorifmond concluding himfelf concern’d in his 
Neighbour’s Calamities, join’d hisTroops with the 

%lated*Z ^ ns » f° u gh £ » defeated, and fent him inglorioufly 
Gaul, homei where marrying himfelf to a beautiful Vir¬ 
gin, call’d Hildico , or IndiUlo, he drank fo much 
Wine upon his Wedding Night, that he wasfuf- 
focated in his Bed by a great Effufion of Blood 
which ufually iflu’d out at his Nofe but being 
hinder’d of that Paflage, whilft he lay bury’d in 
Wine and Sleep, pour’d it felf down into his 
His Death. Throat and choak'd him. After his Death a Dif- 


fention arofc among his numerous and ambitious Sons 
about the Succeflion, which in the End prov’dthe 
Ruin of that Nation, who juft before were thought 
to have aim’d at nothing lefs than the Deftrudion 
ef Mankind y for Ardarich , King of the Gepid*, 
who had follow’d Attila in all his Expeditions* 
rofc upagainft his Sons, and fhook off the Yoke, in 
which be was follow’d by the other Nations, who 
afferted and procur’d their former Liberty y fot 
they fought the Bunns, kill’d Elite, the cldeft of 
jfttila’s Sons, together with thirty thoufand of his 
Adherents, and by the Confenc of the Emperoi 
trade a Divifion of their Territories. 
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talentinian finding himfeif deliver’d from fo ter¬ 
rible an Enemy, follow’d his vicious Pleafures with 
a more unbounded Appetite than ever, which this 
very Year drew upon him the Punilhment he had 
long defcrv’d. There was among the Senators one 
Petmius Maximus, Grand fon to that Maximus 
who was overthrown by “tbtadofius the Great, that 
had marry’d a Wife not more extraordinary for her 
Beauty than Chaftity. With this Lady the Em¬ 
peror became deeply in Love, and when he found 
that all his Threats, Promifes and Prefents were to 
no Purpofe, he refolv’d to feize on that by Force, 
which he could not purchafe by his Importunity. 

He one Day fent for Maximus to Court, and play¬ 
ing with him at Dice won a considerable Sum of 
Money from him, and receiv’d a Ring off his Fin¬ 
ger as a Pledge for the Payment of it. This Ring 
he fent privately to his Wife, and requir’d her, in 
her Husband’s Name, to come and wait upon the 
Emprefs Eud&xitt j the Lady knowing it to be her 
Husband’s Ring, without any Hefitacion came to 
Court, and was conduced, by fome the Emperor 
employ’d for that Purpofe, into a remote Chamber, 
where Valentinian by Force enjoy’d her. She atVaientini- 
firft imagin’d her Husband privy to the Outrage^ 
by rcafon of the Ring, fo that upon her Return Maximus^ 
home (he feverely reproach’d him, as the Author 
of his own Dishonour and Infamy. Maximus, 
furpriz’d at this Difcourfe, acquainted his. Wife 
with the wicked Artifice of the Emperor, and from 
that Moment rcfolv’d to be reveng’d upon Falenti* 
man, but knew it impoffible to effect his Deftru&i- - 
on wbilft Mtius liv’d, and therefore thought how 
to remove him firft out of the way \ and that he 
might make Falentintan the more odious to the 
Army, who ador’d Mtius, he effr&ed it by the 
Emperor’s own Hands •, for he got fome chat were 

near 
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a dangerous Man, that he was contriving how to 
fet up for himfelf, and ufurp the Imperial Dignity, 
in order to which he kept Correfpondence with the 

Enemies of the Empire. Valentinian's natural De- 
pravity inclin’d him to be jealous of thofe he knew 
to be better than himfelf, fo that he eafily believ’d 
thefe Suggeftions, and concluded his Safety con¬ 
fided in the Death of Mtius, for which reafo.n 
the ungrateful Prince kill’d him himfelf, and order’d 
all his intimate Friends to be fiain. The Death of 
JEtius was much lamented by the whole Army, 
who confider’d him as the Bulwark of the Empire, 
which made a Roman anfwer Valentinian , when he 
ask’d him if he had not done well in difpatchin 
JEtius, That he thought he had cut his Right Hand 
•with his Left j he was at that time the grcateft Sol¬ 
dier in the Empire, being a perfeft Mafter in the 
Art of War, but withal he had an ambitious afpi- 
ring Spirit, which made him an Enemy to all thofe 
whofe Merit feem’d in any degree to equal his. 
Valentinian was fo far from imagining any one would 
prefume to revenge upon him the Death of jEtittSf 
that he preferr’d feveral of the Army who had a 
rofound Veneration for that Great Man to be of 




of thefe Maximus uddrck’i 
himfelf^ and prevail’d with two of ’em, known to 
Pofterity by the Name of Oflila and Tranfila, todif- 
Valentini- patch Valentinian j accordingly they fell upon hi 
tnjiain. as wag ma kj n g a Speech to the Soldiers from the 

Tribunal in the Campus Martius , on the 17th of 
March , and kill’d him, together with Heracl'm his 
Favourite Eunuch, who couragcoufly interpos’d and 

endeavour’d to fave his Mafter. 

A.D. Valentinian was (lain in the thirtieth Year oi 

44f. his Reign, and thirty fifth of his Age. During his 

uheba. Government, the Empire, which in the time ot 
ruder. Honor m 
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Honorius began to decline, may be faid to have been 
feiz’d with a mortal Diftemper, efpecially after the 
Death of his Mother Placidia j for all the great Offi¬ 
ces of Honour and Profit were at the Difpofal of Eu¬ 
nuchs, who facrific’d the Good of the Publick to their 
own private Intereft and Ambition. After he grew up 
toYears of Difcretion he never undertook any Voyage 
or Journey farther than from Rome to Ravenna, and 
from Ravenna back again to Rome. He continu’d lock’d 
up in his Palace, where he plung'd himfelf into all 
fenfual Pleafures j this encourag’d the Barbarians to 
ilrip him, as they did, of fo many of the Provinces, 
for in his Reign Rome was taken and pillag’d, Africk, 

Spain, Great-Britain, and almoft all Gaul, Germany 
and lllyricum were difmember’d from the Weftem 
Empire : Tho’ we mull own he was not unhappy in 
his Wars with that Scourge of God, Attila, whom 
by his Generals he often defeated, and drove out of 
his Dominions. Certain it is he was the laft that 
feem’d to be Emperor indeed, in whom a true Im¬ 
perial Majefty reudedi for they that fucceeded him 
in the Weft were like Meteors and Exhalations, 
that vanifh’d as foon as they appear’d. 

V. As Valent mian's Life wasfcandalousand unfer- 
viceablc to the Empire, fo did his Death prove fa¬ 
tal and deftru&ive to it. Leaving no Sons behind 
him, it was eafie for Maximus , the Author of his M «' m “» 
Ruin, to feize on the Purple in the general Confu- 
fion, being a Man very rich and powerful, and was 
accordingly proclaim’d Emperor by the Guards in 
the Imperial Palace. His own Wife being lately 
dead, his firft Care was to marry Eudoxia , Widow 
to Valentinian , thinking by fuch a Match to add 
Reputation and Vigour to his Authority : Eudoxia 
Was averfe to the Thing, but the Tyrant forc’d her 
to comply, and by that means ftain’d Valentinian'% 
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Bed, as he had dilhonour'd his. He made his Son 
Palladia: Cafar^ and marry’d him to Eudoxia , Va- 
lentinian's Daughter, who had been formerly pro- 
rais’d to Gaudenttus , the Son of JEtius. Some Wri¬ 
ters fay he had not held the Empire twenty four 
Hours before he began to be weary of the Toil, 
and repented of his Advancement, reputing Damn- 
ties happy, for that he was cumber’d with Royalty 
for no longer than the fpace of one Dinner: How¬ 
ever, confideringthat to defcend from fo high an E- 
minence would endanger a Fall, herefolv’d to main¬ 
tain himfelf in his new Authority, and, if poffible, 
reftore it to its ancient Splendor i for which Pur- 
pofe he made Anitas, who had been PrafeBus Pr<e- 
torio in Gaul , General of his Armies. Avitus was 
defccnded from one of the moft noble and ancient 
Families in that Country, he was a Man of Learn¬ 
ing and Eloquence, and Jiad given many fignal Proofs 
of his Valour and Conduct j him Maximus fent to 
conclude a Peace with all the neighbouring Crowns 
from whom he had reafon to apprehend anyDiftur- 
bance, concluding that when once he had eftablifh’d 
himfelf, and fettled his Affairs at home, he might 
then deal with ’em at his leifure, and lubdue’em: 
But God blafted the Defigns of this Parricide, and 
made his own Folly the Inftrument of his Ruin. 
Tho’ he had marry’d Eudoxia only for Reafons of 
State, yet in a fhort time he grew fondly enamour’d, 
and thought the readieft way to ingratiate himfelf 
with her, and gain her Affc&ions, was to tell her 
that his Love to her made him defirous of Valenti - 
»/a«’sRuin, which was propos’d and effe&ed purely 
by his Contrivance for her fake. She hated and 
fniftrufted him before, but being now confirm’d in 
her Sufpicions flic was rcfolv’d to be reveng’d what" 
ever it coft her, and took fuch a Courfc to effeft it, 
as in the Iflufi prov’d fatal to her felf, to Rome , and 
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all Italy. Early in the Morning flic rofe, and fcnt 
atrufty Servant with Letters to Genferkh in Africk , 
conjuring him to come and revenge the Death of 
liis Friend and Alii e Falentinian, and deliver her out 
of Captivity, and from the Arms of a Tyrant and 
Ufurper. This Meflage was very acceptable to Gen- Genferkh 
\jirichj who had long wifli’d for fuch an Opportu*"”'^ I_ 
nity, which he was refolv’d to embrace ; and ira- taly * 
mediately rigg’d out a very powerful Fleet of Fan- 
kh and Moors, and fet Sail for Italy, where he was 
little expe&ed. Maximus was, before the News 
of his Arrival, in a difconfolate, defponding Con¬ 
dition the Burden of Empire made him uneafie in 
the Day-time, and the Terrors of a guilty Confci- 
ence diffracted him in the Night : But upon Genfe- 
tich's Approach he was feiz’d with the utmoftCon- 
ilernation. Inftead of providing for the neceflity 
of his Affairs, and comforting by his Prefence and 
Application his unhappy Subje&s, who thought 
their Safety in fo imminenc a Danger conffftea in 
their Flight, he participated with ’em in their Fears, 
and was one of the fir ft that prepar’d to fly. This 
being obferv’d by fome Senators that were his 
Enemies, and that he deferred thofe whom it was 
his Duty to prote£t,they purfu’d him on the twelfth Maximcs 
of June, and having fton’d him, they dragg’d hi sJ 2a,n - 
Corps about the Streets, and then threw it into the 
ftier. Three Days after this Execution Genfericb 
enter’d Rome without any Oppofition, that now lay 
expos’d to his Luff and Avarice. Tho’ he had pro¬ 
mis'd Eudoxia to abftain from Plunder, and behave 
himfelf with the greareft Moderation; tho’Z.?o the 
Great, who was then Pope of Rome , went attended 
by the chief of the City to meet him, and conjur’d 
bim by all Things holy to have Compaflion of thac 
City, which even Attila , a fworn Enemy toChrift, 
bad lately exempted from Violation; notwithrtand- 

ing 
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ing all which, this barbarou 



rich fa 

Rome. 


Voi. in 

who made ! 

Chrift 

veq to Eudoxia, and unmov’d by -the Eloquence anc 
more prevailing Tears of the venerable Prelate, gw 
it up to the Mercy of his Soldiers, who for four¬ 
teen Days together rag’d with implacable Fury in 
the mid ft of it, (paring neither private Dwellings 
nor publick Buildings; pillaging the very Churches) 
of all the rich Ornaments and confecrated VelTelsJ 
among which were thofc taken formerly by Titus 
out of the Temple at Jerufalcm , and brought to 
Rome , where they had been hitherto very carefully 
preferv’d. The Tyrant hirafelf forc’d the Imperial 
Palace, where he feiz’d upon al^ the Trcafure and 
rich Moveables ~ 

Reafon to repent of the cruel Vengeance ihe bad 
drawn upon her felf and the City } for he carry’d 
her and her two Daughters, Placidia and Eudoxi^ 
Captive with him into Jfrick , where he marry’d the 
eldeft to his Son Honoric , and fent the Emprefs tc 
Confiantinople , together with her youn 
Placidia , who was afterwards marry’d to Olybr'm , 
one of the Weftern Emperors. 

Martian was much concern’d at the 
the Weftern Empire, but being grov 
firm he could not provide any Remedies againft ’em, 
nor think of namin 



had defir’d him. 



a new Emperor, as the Senate 
ne indeed bore the Title of 


Emperor in the Weft, tbo’ he held it but a few 

Months. Jvitus , as we obferv’d before, had been 

fent by Maximus into Gaul , where, upon the News 

of the Tyrant’s Death, he was perfuaded by fhctn 

clorick) King of the Goths, to afTumc the Purple ■, 

who reprefented to him, ’that there 'was no othtr 

Perfon in the Empire fit to bear the Burden , and ftp 

tort the Dimity of it •, that .the publick Interejl , ad 

~ him ; that ht 


Safety of the State requir'd it of 


miftt 
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wight do it without injuring any one , 'becaufe there 
appear'd no Pretenders to it that the Soldiers and the 
People prefented it to him, and begg'd him to accept 
if the Imperial Scepter j that as for his part he 
might affaire himfelf of all the Power and /If,fiance 
he could expclt from him, the better to fupport his 
title. Auitus , who well forefaw how difficult a 
thing it would be to preferve himfelf in that Dig¬ 
nity they were now courting him to accept of, 
however fuffer’d himfelf to be prevail’d upon by 
the Officers that were about him, and the Perfuafi- 
ons of Pheodorich , fo that he was declar’d Emperor Avi 
on the tenth of July , and immediately fent to ac- decUr 
quaint the Senate of Rome with his Promotion, &nd' eror> 
to inform ’em, that as foon as he had compos’d the 
Affairs in Gaul he inrended to appear in Perfon a- 
mong ’em. Accordingly he gave Orders for the 
Defence of thofe Parts lying on the other fide the 
hire from the Incurfions of the Franks , and thofe 
on the South fide from the Violence of the Goths , 
and engag’d his Friend '/beodorichz o defend that Por¬ 
tion of Spain which as yet acknowledg’d an Obedi¬ 
ence to the Empire from the Infults of the Sueviy 
after which he fet forward for Rome , attended by a 
very gallant Army, compos’d for the moft part of 
fuch Goths as ‘Theodorich had appropriated to his Ser¬ 
vice. This made the Senate and People receive him 
at firft with an outward Show of Joy and Submif- 
fion, becaufc indeed they were not itrong enough to 
oppofe him; but as foon as he had difmifs’d his 
Troops, upon a Prefumption that he Ihould have no 
farther Occafion for ’em, then they began to tefli- 
fin their Avcrfion to him, cfpecially out of an Ab¬ 
horrence to the Memory of Maximus, who firlt Ad¬ 
vanc’d him, and whom they condemn’d astheSpring 
of all their prefent Calamities} they therefore ex- 
pcll’d him out of the City, and forc’d him to di- 

A a vett 
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and is Df-veft himfelf of the Imperial Purple, after he had 
t° sd - worn it eight or ten Months. This he did at Pla¬ 
centia, of which Place he got himfelf to be ordain’d 
Bifhop, but finding that Chara6fcer could not fccure 
him from the Fury and Indignation of the Senate 
Jie refolv’d to take San&uary in the Church of 
St. Julian in Auvergne , where he wag born, but 
dy’d upon the Road as he was travelling thither. 

In the mean time Iheodorich , according to his 
Promife given Avitus^ march’d with a numerous Ar¬ 
my out of Aqnitain into Spain , where he fought 
with Ricciarius , King of the Suevi, Six Leagues off 
from the City of Aftorga , overthrew him, took him 
Prifoner in his Flight, and put him to Death j after 
this Victory he wafted at his Pleafure Gallkia and 
Portugal. But whilfthe with his Goths was divert¬ 
ed thus in Spain , and the Roman Army follow’d A- 
vitus into Italy , the Pranks made ufe of the Oppor¬ 
tunity they had been often wifhing for, and fettled 
themfelves in the middle of Gaul, eftablifliing their 
Kingdom at Paris , and by that means tore another 
Principality out of the Body of the Weftern Em¬ 
pire. 

A.D. This Lofs was follow’d by another in Africk , 

where Genferich , not contented with the lare Viola¬ 
tion of the Peace, crown’d one Injuftice with ano¬ 
ther, and feiz’d on that Part of Africk which in ihe 
Partition of the Country had been refign’d to Va- 
lentinian\ fo that the Romans now had norhing left 
there, for it continu’d intire in the Pofie/lion of 
the Vandals ’till The Reign of Juftinian. In this 
miferable dcfcncelefs Condition was the Empire of 
the Weft, an Empire in name, but in reality no o- 
ther than the Shadow of her former Greatncfs, tic- 
ferted by her Friends, infulted by her Enemies, and 
grown the very Sport of Fortune, that in every rc- 
fpc£t had abandon’d her. ’Tis true the Emperor 

Martian 
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I yiartlan was nearly touch’d at her Confufions, but 
I as he was preparing to relieve and reftore her, and 
I revenge upon the Barbarians the Affronts the Roman 
I Majefty had fufiain’d, he was prevented by Death, Martian 
I which put an end to all his future Defigns, after i Die ‘- 
I peaceable Reign of fix Years: ,For in his time the 
I Barbarians gave little or no Difturbance on that fide 
I of the Empire, which is imputed by moil Writers 
I to his extraordinary Wifdom and Circumfpe&icn. 

I He is much commended for the Innocence and Sim- hu cLi- 
I plicity of his Manners, and his Zeal for the Defence sutler. 
land Purity of Religion ; and efpecially in that at his 
I Death he left the /trmy iubje£b to the Dire&ions of 
thcSenate, and the Senate I'o modefl and unanimous 
that no Heats, Divifions, or finifler ambitious Pia- 
ftices appear’d in the Choice of a Succrflbr, the E- 
leftion falling upon Leo, a Thracian by Birth, who Leo dad 
had fignaliz’a himfelf upon many extraordinary 
cafions, and was acknowledg’d by all to be worthy 
the Imperial Dignity. Leo , as foon as, he was 
Crown’d by Anatolius, Patriarch of ConJlanthioplc t 
thought it high time to fupply the Wcllern Empire 
with a worthy .Head, and rcl’olv’d to promote Majo- Mijirisa 
r 'units to that high Dignity, a Man of great Wif-£"'/'•"” « 
dom and Virtue, and the mod capable to reftorp'^^' 
the Peace of Europe: Having therefore made,him 
General of the Armies, as the next Step to the Im¬ 
perial Power, he fent him with a noble Train into 
Italy, where by the general Content of nil he was 
declar’d Alignjl us ; and applying himfelf terioufly 
10 the Adminiftraripn of publick Affairs, he madd 
c hoice of the abldt Men in the Empire to be the 
Minifters of State; making Riclmer , a Goth by Na- 
j lon > but a Man of great Experience* and on whom 
jic entirely depended, Commander in chief of alt 
forces; his firIt care was to Iccurc Italy againft 
l he Infults ol Gcnjcrich } who liggM out a Eiur this 

A a i Year 
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Year with an intent to fall upon Campania , and en* 
rich himfelf with the Spoils of that Country, whilft 
the Empire was without a Governor ; but Majori- 
anus march’d again ft him with a ftrong Army and 
gave him Battel, in which the Vandals were over¬ 
thrown, and forc’d to fly to their Ships for Safety. 

A. D. After this he fupply’d all the Coafts of Italy that lye 

4f8. towards /ifrick with good Garrifons, and in the be¬ 
ginning of the Year following fitted out a ftrong 
Fleet, with an intent to follow the Vandals into A - 
frick, and make that the Seat of the War. All this 
while Ibeodorich was purfuing his Conquefts in Spain, 
piercing with his Troops into the Heart of Portib 
gal without any Refiftance, and was fate down be¬ 
fore the City of Merida , but rais’d the Siege upon 
an Intelligence of fome Commotions in his own Do¬ 
minions inGaul, which oblig’d him to returnhome; 
where, during the Ablence of the Forces of the Em¬ 
pire in jifrick, he fell upon fome of the Roman Do¬ 
minions in Gaul , and extending his Conquefts up 
as far as the Rhone, he bcfieg’d, took and pillag’d 
the wealthy City of Lyons , but was at laft compell’d 
to fubmitto Majorian , who granted him Peace up¬ 
on Condition he lent him fome of his Forces, which 
he defign’d to employ againft the Vandals in Jftick, 
which he was very ambitious of recovering out of 
the Hands of the Barbarians. The better to inform 
himfelf of the Strength of the Enemy, the Scateof 
the Country, and how the Inhabitants flood affeft- 
ed to the Roman Intercft, be is Did to have enter'd 
upon a Dcfign full of Danger for a Perfon of his 
Dignity j for he difguis’d himfelf, and went in the 
Qual ity of an Ambafiador from the Roman Empe¬ 
ror, fent into /. Ifrick to mnke Genferich fome Over¬ 
tures of a Peace. Genferich receiv’d him very kind¬ 
ly, Ihow’d him the Magnificence of his Court, his 

Ticafury and Arfcnal ■, all which when Majomntts 

had 
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had fufficiently contemplated, and difeover’d all he 
had a Defire to be inform’d of, he return’d to his 
Army, and immediately befieg’d Carthage , which 
he was in a fair way of taking when he fell dan- 
geroufly fick, and fo was oblig’d to raife the Siege 
and Embark for Italy, after a great part of Mauri¬ 
tania, furpriz’d at his fudden Expedition, had fub- 
mitted to him, and they were not without Hopes 
that the whole Country might be reduc’d. Indeed 
the Empire feem’d to receive new Life from his 
great Abilities and Induftry, by Virtue of which A. D. 
he had forc’d the Goths to fue for a Peace, as we 461. 
obferv’d before, and not long after, by his vigo¬ 
rous Preparations, ftruck fuch a Terror into Gen- 
ferich , who was aw’d by his Virtue, that he grew 
weary of the War, and foliicited a Peace, which 
was granted him by Majorianus upon Terms very 
advantageous to the Empire. But the Hopes the 
State conceiv’d of a Recovery under his Hands, 
were no other than a lightning, as it’s call’d, be¬ 
fore Death} for whilft he was bufied in fettling 
the Affairs of Gaul, Ricimer and Sever us form’d a 
Confpiracy againft him, in which it was agreed 
that Ricimer fhould difpatch him, and Severus feize 
on the Empire} for Ricimer being a Barbarian had 
not the Confidence to ufurp the Purple himfelf. 

Before Majorianus left Gaul he prefs’d the Alani 
fo clofe, that to divert him they Invaded Italy , 
which he made hafte to relieve, and follow’d ’em 
as far as Lortona in Liguria where he was met by 
Ricimer, who at firft pretended he had brought 
fome Forces to his Afliftance, but murder’d him Majorianus 
on the feventh of Augufl, and fo gave a Mortal >mrt(cr\t : >y 
VVound to the Empiie in the Weft. So foon 
as this was done Ricimer return’d to Ravenna, 
where the Soldiers, who had been prepar’d before 
hand, declar’d Severus Emperor without waiting 

A a 3 for 
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for any Orders or Approbation from Conftanftnopk, 
This new Emperor, after feme fuccefsful Enter- 
prifes againft the Fandals, who had upon the Death 
of M'ljorianus attack’d the Minds adjoining to A- 
frick , and had defeated thfc AHani who had mvadecj 
Liguria , was in the fourth Year of his Reign poi- 
fon’d by his Friend Ricimer , after which was an 
Inter-regnum for fsme time in the Weft. 

Thr Vath ]vj 0 t long before this dy’d Leo the Great, who 
of Lfo e*p ecn p 0 p C 0 f Rome for one and twenty Years 

together, a Man of a great Mind and extraordinary 
1 Qualifications, remarkable as in feveral other re- 

fpeds, fo particularly in this, that whereas his Pre- 
dtceftbrs founded their Pretcnfions to a Superiority 
upon the Dignity of the Imperial City, and the 
Cnnftirutions of fome precedent Councils, he ob- 
ferving the Diftra&ions under which the Weftern 
Empire labour’d, and which threaten’d it with a 
Diftolution, and that the City of Rome, which had 
been often taken and pillag’d, was in great Danger 
of lofing her Sovereignty, chofe rather to eftablifh 
the Precedency he claim’d, as Pope of Rome, over 
all other Bifhops whatever, upon thole Words of 
Chrift, Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I build 
my Churchy from thence claiming a peculiar Prero¬ 
gative, as the immediate Succcftbr of St. Peter. 
The Chriilian World has too much rcafon to know 

. 9 

how this 'I itlc has been iincc profecutcd. 

Alter the Death of Severn who, tho* an Ufur- 
per, fell lamented by i he Senate and People of 
Rome, Gcn/cr/d) once more broke out into Hoftili- 
iits, and behav’d himfclf more like a Pirate than a 
Prince, fometimes infelling the Goads of Italy , at 
othcis falling upon Gaul or the Neighbouring 
J Hands, where, after having feiYd on whatever 
things of value the Country afforded, he return’d 

loadcn with the Spoils to Rfrick j and was ufiially 

la 



Chap. IV. LII. Leo, Anthemius. 

I'o uncertain in his Expeditions, that they never 
knew where to expedt or oppofe him ; being very 
often at a lofs himfelf what Courfe to fleer upon 
his fil'd: putting out to Sea, as appear’d by his An- 
ftver one Day to his Admiral, who demanding of 
him to what Parts he would have him Sail, he re- 
plv’d Thither where God Jhall call , and the Wind 
hive us. 


35? 


Thele his continu’d Depredations made Leo at a. D 
length refolve to nominate an Emperor for the 
Well, where Ricimer , ever fince the Death of Se- 


wrus, had govern’d as he pleas’d, tho’ without the 
Marks of Empire, and done the State no fmall Ser¬ 
vice againd the Vandals. Leo made choice of An- Anths- 
tbemius , a Man of Noble Extra&ion, and very MIUS> 
wealthy, who, after he had behav’d himfelf with 
much Courage in the Wars againft the Hunns, o- 
ver whom he had obtain’d many Advantages, was 
advanc’d to the Principal Command in the Army; 
thefe Qualifications, and the Perfonal Kindnefs Leo 
had for him, made him confider him as the fitted 


Man for a Collcgue, and accordingly declar’d him 
Emperor in the Weft. Some fay this Choice was 
not only confirm’d by the Confent of Ricimer him- 
fdf and the Senate, but conferr’d upon him at 
their united Requeds; accordingly Anthemius fet 
out from the Eatt, and arrived at Rome on the 
twelfth of April , where he was received, and de¬ 
clar'd Auguftus with the general Applaufe and Ac¬ 
clamation of the People: For as much as Ricimer 's 
Power was known to be abfolute in the Weft, it 


was at fird agreed that he fhould marry Anthemi¬ 
us his Daughter, and by that means the better con¬ 
firm the Sovereign Power in the Hands of his 
Father in Law, and to make the Empire ftronger, 


if poflible, by Alliances, Leo marry’d his Daughter 
Lontia to Martian , the Son of Anthemius , fo that 

A a 4 for 
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for {bhre tirrfe both Courts were employ’d in Pub- 
liek Triumphs and Diverfions, as if the ancient 
Glories of the Empire were blooming a-frefh, and 
there were no Enemies able to' difturb ’em j tho’ 
Leo in the mhdft of thefe Solemnities had his 
Thoughts upon Genferich' s Depredations and Pira¬ 
cies, and what Courfe was to be taken to reftrain 
him} for he had lately infefted Illyricum and Pelo- 
pohnefus, which being Members of the Eaftern Em¬ 
pire more particularly concern’d him } for this tea- 
fan he fitted out a very ftiong Fleet, (aid to con- 
fift of no lefs than eleven hundred Sail well e- 
quipp’d, and provided with all forts of Ammuniti- 

Bnriifcuo pn ' anc * Piovition, and made Bafilifcus , Brother to 
Mf.iral rfbis Wife Verina, Admiral j and at the fame time 
Lco’;F,V( 7 ;ijefir’d and 'advis’d Anthemius to make what For- 


Wardnefs he could in his Preparations for the War. 
Genferich in the mean while had recourfe to his u- 
ftral Devices, and privately inform’d Olybriiis , a Se¬ 
nator, very Rich and of great Interell, Lhat if he 
mould join'with him at that Conjuncture againft the 
two Emperors, he mould employ all his Forces H 
make him Emperor of the Weft. Olybrius willing¬ 
ly liftcn’d to his Propofals, and from that rime 
forward fell off from his Affe&ions to Jnthe - 


tntus. 


Before Leo fuffer’d his Fleet to put to Sea, he 
thought it Prudence to fecure Marcellianus to his 
I mere ft, who had been formerly a great Friend to 
JEtius , after whole Murder he revolted from 
the Emperor, and perfuaded others to follow his 
Example, with whom he retir’d into Dalmatia , 
where he fortify’d himfelf in Defiance of the fm- 
pire, and grew very rich and powerful in the Coun¬ 
try but Leo fo cffi&ually prevail’d upon him by 
the Intervention of fomewho had a FYicndfhipfor 
bothj that he enter’d into his Service, and com¬ 
manded 
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mantled an Army in Sardinia , which had been Ute- 
Irfeiz’d by the Vandals , whom he drove out of 
the Hland, and having reflor’d it to the Obedience 
of the Roman Empire proceeded into Sicily, for 
which he hop’d to effeft the fame Deliverance. 

About the fame time Leo's Forces landed in Africk , 
where Heraclius with an advanc’d Party took the 
Town of Tripoly, and had Baftlifcus march’d on di- 
re&ly to Carthage he might cafily have mafter’d 
that City, and with it the reft of the Country, 
and fo have put an end to the War at once. For vh» mtp- 
the News of the lofs of Tripoly and Sardinia , and 
the appearnce of fo powerful a Fleet, fo diftra£ted 
the Barbarians, that they were feiz’d with a Panick 
Fear j but by his dilatory Proceedings and ill Con- 
duft, he gave Genferich time to look about him, 
and learn to defpife him •, whether this proceeded 
from his Fear and Cowardice, or his Avarice, be¬ 
ing corrupted by a great Sum of Mony fent him 
from Genferich , or whether he was perfuaded to it 
by rlfpar , who advis’d him to prolong the War, 
and thereby make himfelf more confiderable to the 
Empire, the readied way to attain the Imperial 
Power, to which he promis’d in time to advance 
him, is uncertain. Afpar is thought to have given 
him this wicked Counfel, left Leo , upon his Suc- 
cefs, fhould grow too Bold and Potent, and have it 
in his Power to ruin him and his Factious Heretical 
Family. Whatever the Reafons were, Genferich im¬ 
prov’d the Advantage, rais’d all the Forces he could, 

Mann’d out his Fleet, and that he might gain time 
fufficicnt to provide himfelf, he defir’d, by his Am- 
bafliidors fent to Baftlifcus , time to refolve either to 
fubmit to the Emperor, or continue the War. Ba¬ 
ftlifcus without any fcruple confented to a Ceflation, 
and in the mean time had no Care of- the Fleet, buc 

lay open to the Prafticcs of the Enemy, who one 

Night, 
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Njght, whilft the Romans were afleep, took the 
Advantage of a favourable Wind, and bore down 
A T). upon ’em- with fqme Fire-Ships-prepar’d for that 
//>?>. Purpofe, which they let drive with full Sail upon 

the Roman Navy y and. the next Morning, before the 
Romans could have time to tack and recover them- 
feives out, of their Diforder, they drew up intoa. 
Line of Battelbut Bafilifcus was fo far from ven¬ 
turing an Engagement, that he tack’d about, and 
made way with the beft Sail he had the reft of 
the Fleet feeing the Admiral quit his Station fol¬ 
low’d his Example, and crowded after him, faving 
themfelves where and in what manner they could. 
The Land-Army left behind in Africk , being thus 
abandon’d, was eaflly defeated by th t Vandals, who 
kill’d fome, and made the reft Prifonersj whilftihi- 
filifeus made hsfte to Confiantinople , where the People 
were fo incens’d againft him, that he was forc’d to 
fly for Refuge into the great Church, and at laft, by 
the Emperor’s Permiflion, retir’d into Thrace. Thus 
all thefe mighty Hopes and warlike Preparations 
vanifh’d into Air ; Genferich grew more bold and, 
prefumptuous, upon-bis Deliverance, and the great' 
Check and DJappointmcnt of the Empire. Marcel- 
Lanus, w.ho had hitherto met with great Succefsin 
Sicily , was overpower’d by the Vandals , who, after 1 
the Mifcarriage of the Imperial Fleet, were lent in 
great Numbers to the Relief of the Ifland, and the 
Romans y fruftrated of their great Expectations, grew 
lieartlefs and difpiiited. 

Leo knew, very well that Afpar was in a great 
rncafure the Author of thefe Misfortunes •, he was 
the great Patron of the Arian FaCtion, and fo po¬ 
tent in Friends and Dependants, that Leo found it 
ntcdiary to diflemble with him in order to ruin 
11 mV n }i im, for which rcalon he created his Son Cafar, 
,,vU t:v f ,; vc |jj m h )s Uauglitcr in Marriage, and by that 
'' means 
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means endeavour’d to allure him into a fenfelefs Se¬ 
curity, if he found it impoffible to reduce him to 
his Duty and Loyalty. The Inhabitants of Con - 
jtmtinople were much d.ifpleas’d at this Promotion, 
for they knew Afpar and all his Family were ob- 
flinate Arians, and were enrag’d when they beheld 
a Son of that Family defign’d SuccefTor to an Old 
Man in the Imperial Seat. In the mean time Afpar 
grew more Infolent upon his Son’s Advancement, 
and could not conceal from the People his ambiti¬ 
ous Defignsi this provok’d the Citizens to that de¬ 
gree that they infulted him in the Hippodrome, and 
foterrify’d him with their Threats, that he was Afpar 
forc’d to fly and 

Cbalcedon. The 

Security they could defire, if they 
would return j but they refus’d to ftir, unlefs the 
Emperor himfelf would come in Perfon, and pro¬ 
tect ’em from the Infolence of the Rabble 5 he 
went accordingly, took ’em home to his Palace, 
feated ’em at his own Table, and by his Conde- 
feention perfuaded ’em to imagine he had cither 
forgotten or forgiven their Pra&ices againlt him. 

But finding thdy were Perfons in nomeafure to be 
trufted, and that he mud either prevent them, or 
Be prevented by ’em, he order’d Zeno , an Ifauri- 
au i to cutoff their Heads the next time they came 
to Court. Zeno, being a hardy refolute Man, pun- ^ D 
dually executed his Commiffion, by which means 
the mo ft potent Family in the Empire, which had Afpir md 
Brought great Difficulties upon the State, and had his som 
n o Ids afflicted the Church, was deftroy’d in the^'*"'- 
height of their Ambition, to the great Safety of 
the Emperor and Satisfaction of the People. From 
hence Piinces may draw this ufeful Maxim, Never 
to fuller their Mini tiers to grow too great, left in 

time 


of Conflantinople , 
his Sons all the 


take Sanctuary in the Church of **kes sm- 
Emperor fent Gennadius, Patriarch rT? 

r 1 1 • 1 . ; 1 , . , Cnaicedon 

alter him, and promts d him and 
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time they become more powerful and popular than 
themfelves) and ambitious Courtiers ought to jj ( 
cautious in their exalted Fortunes of making their 
Mailers jealous of their Greatnefs, left they provoke 
the fame Power that lifted them up to turn to their 
Deftruftion. 

The Jrian Hereticks, who were then very 
-powerful and numerous throughout both the Em¬ 
pires, were highly affronted at the Death of Afar 
iVdmfr,and his Sons, but no one was more difpleas’d and 
hngyyat it, irritated than their Friend and Countryman Ricimcr j 

who knowing himfelf powerful in his Intereft at 
home, having the Chief Command in the Army, 
and no lefs formidable in his Friends abroad, began 
at this time to pra&ife againft Anthemius , and 
itudy’d how to deprive him both of his Life and 
Dignicy. Evarich , King of the Goths in Spain and 
Gaul, and Genferich , King of the Vandals in Africk, 
the Terror as well of the Eaft as the Weft, were 
his' great Friends upon account of his Original and 
Religion, both which were ready to create or coun¬ 
tenance any Difturbances in the Empire, fo that 
he made no doubt of dcftroying Anthemius , and 
in his Deftru< 5 lion revenge upon Leo the Death of 
Afpar. However, he either wanted Alt or Care 
enough to weave his Defigns fo fine, as to make 
’em pals unobferv’d by the watchful Eye of An¬ 
themius , who began firft to diftruft, and then cx- 
prefs his Refentments againft him, and the Coals 
of Diffencion were by their Friends on borh fides 
blown up to that degree, that Ricimer was glad to 
provide for his Safety in Milan , where in appear¬ 
ance he dcfir’d to live at Peace, but was inwardly 
rcfolv’d upon Anthemius his Ruin. The Nobility 
of thole Parts were very much concern’d at this 
Breach, which they were afraid would at length 

plunge Italy into new Mifchicfs j they thcieforc un¬ 
dertook 
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dertook to mediate betwixt him and the Emperor, 
and perfuaded him to a Submiffion ; they recom¬ 
mended Epiphaniiis , Bifhop of Pavia , to negotiate 
ij Reconciliation with the Emperor. Epipbanius 
was a Man in great Efteem for his Probity, Pru¬ 
dence, Eloquence and Capacity } which Confide- 
rations made Ricimer willing to comply with their 
Delire?, and accordingly, the Bifliop accepted of 
the Employment. Anthemius knew the Scope of 
Ricimer' s Defigns, in his choice of a Perfon lo ce¬ 
lebrated for his Sanftity; for if he now refus’d to 
lilten to Ricimer's Propofitions of Peace, he fhould 
lofe himfelf in the Opinion of honeft well-meaning 
Men, and if he embrac’d ’em he put it once more 
in his Power to undo him. The Bifhop deliver’d 
his Meflage to him in a very elegant, pathetical 
Speech, and obtain’d his Defire : Anthemius con- 
fented to a Peace, which he knew in his own 
Thoughts would not be long obferv’d, and dif- 
mifs’d the Bilhop highly pleas’d with theSuccefs of 
his Negotiation. 

After this therefeem’d forfome time to be a good 
Correfpondence between’em, but the Year follow- A. D. 
Wig Ricimer broke out into open Rebellion, and with 461. 
a very ftrong Army befieg’d Anthemius in Rome, H tf s. es ' n - 
where the Inhabitants, fenfible of the Injuftice of||’^"'“ s m 
Ricimcr’s Caufe, were well affecled to Anthemius , °'" L ’ 
but were afraid to declare themfelves becaufe the 
Rebel appear’d the more powerful. Ricimer prefs’d 
nn the Siege with much Vigour, and fo elofely 
block’d up the Town, that firll a Famine, and af¬ 
ter that a grievous Plague rag’d within the W alls. In 
this condition the Emperor’s whole Dcpcndance lay 
i» the Succours be expe&cd from the Goths in Gaul, 
who were moving to his A 111 fiance under the Con- 
duft of Rilhner j but Ricimer turn’d head againll ’em, 
tough-, and deftroy’d a great Number of ’em, a- 

mong 
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mong whotil was their Commander j and exaltec 
by this Succefs renew’d the Siege with redoubled 
Vigour : And the City beinjg much weaken’d bj 
Detachments, by Famine, And the Plague, he broke 
into it on the eleventh of July, where he rag’d with 
as much Fury as Aldrich or Genferich had done be¬ 
fore him : Thus was the capital City of the World 
taken no lefs than three times, within the fpace of 
lixty three Years, by her moll implacable Enemies. 
He permitted his Soldiers to plunder rhe Citizens, 
exempting only two Regions in which he had fettled 
his own Quarters. He laid hold of Anthemius , and 
without any regard had to him as his Emperor or 
puts (Am "Father-in-Law he put him to Death,and eftablilh’d 
m ’ Olybrius Emperor in his room. But God thought 

fit Ihortly after to punifh him for his inhuman Cru¬ 
elties, for he was feiz’d with a violent Pain in his 
md dies Bowels, of which he dy’d on the eighteenth of A- 

guft , and went to give a juft Account of his A ft ions 
to the Impartial Judge of theUniverfe, after he had 
domineer’d likeafccond Stilicho ever fince the Death 
of Valentinian. From a common Soldier he ad¬ 
vanc’d himfelf by his Valour to the higheft Polls in 
the Army, and difpos’d of the Weftern Empire ac¬ 
cording to his own Fancy. He had feiz’d upon the 
Church of St. Agatha in Rome for the Service of his 
Arian Hereticks, who could not be remov’d out of 
it ’till the Popedom of Gregory 1 . near one hundred 
and twenty Years after. 

Olybrius was fcarcc warm in his new Dignity be¬ 
fore he follow’d his great Patron Ric'mer , in Grati¬ 
tude to whofe Memory he made his Grandfon Gun- 
dicarius a Patrician j an Honour firlt created by Con- 
Jlantinc the Great, and in fo great Efteem from the 
very beginning, that they who were dignify’d with 
that Title took; place of the Prafetti Pratorio them* 
fclvcs. 

Oh- 
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Olybrius in his Death left two Competitors to the 
Succeflion, one fupported by Gundibarius■, who fol¬ 
lowing the Example of his Grandfather Ricimer had 
proclaim’d Glycerius Emperor at Ravenna, j the orher G L ' - tr- 
promoted by Leo , who much refenting chelate Re- R ‘ vS - 
volutions in Rom, efpecially the Death of Anthe¬ 
mius , made choice of Julius Nepos, the Son of Ne- 
fotianus, to whom he marry’d his Niece, and de- 
lign’d him Cafar. Whilft Italy was thus diftradted 
and broken by Factions, Genferkh, her ancient and 
avow’d Enemy, did not only opprefs her by his 
Arms in her African Provinces, but encourag’d the 
Ostrogoths at once to invade the Eaftern and We- 
ftern Empire, to which they were animated by the 
Profpedt of a great Booty. Hereupon Tbeodomir, The 
their King, obferving the diftra&ed Condition o 
the Roman Empire, thought he had now an Oppor- Einpu'.' 
tunity of encroaching upon ir, and enlarging his 
Borders, and accordingly order’d his Brother Vin- 
imir, or Windemir, to break into Italy, whilft he 
forc’d himfelf into Illyricum , a Country ftrooger 
and better guarded. Vindemir dy’d in his March, 
and left the Execution of his Enterprise to his Son, 
who was met by Ambaffadors from Glycerius with 
Offers of a great Sum of Money, if he would forbear 
his Deftgns upon Italy , and divert his March into 
0ml, where he had Relations of his own that reign’d 
m full Power. Vindemir accepted of the Conditi¬ 
ons, and went and join’d with th zVifigoths in Gaul, 
and by that Jundtion added much to the Power of 
thofeNations both in Gaul and Spain. In the mean 
time Thcodomir, having defeated the Sarmatce, at¬ 
tack’d Natjfits, the capital City of all Illyricttnt , 
tookit, and fortify’d it. After this he march’d into 
1heffaly, where he cook Heraclea and LariJJa , and 
had the like Defign upon LbcJJ'alonica } but Clar'tanus 
a Patrician was got into the Town before him, and 

wi 1 h 
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with a good Garrifon defended it, ’till by the Em¬ 
peror’s Order he fent out fome Ambafladors with 
very rich Prefents to ‘Eheodomir , who condefcendcd 
to a Peace upon condition that the Eaftern Part of 
Illyricum was refign’d up to his Oftrogoths , to which 
Leo readily confented. By this we may fee how 
much the prefent Emperors were degenerated from 
the Virtues of their Predeceflbrs, fince inftead of 
protecting and enlarging their Dominions by their 
Courage, they were content to preferve ’em by their 
Prefents and Entreaties. 

As thefe Barbarians diftrefs’d and didrafted the 
Empire by their Arms, fo they afflicted and divi* 
tht Church ded the Church by their Herefies. The whole Na- 

non of the Goths were obflinate Arums } for the Em¬ 
peror Falens, who was himfelf the great Patron of 
Arianifm , when requefted to fend ’em fome Bifhops 
for their Converfion, made choice of none butfuch 
as were the great Aflertors of that damnable Herefie, 
who by their DoCtrine took care to convert ’em from 
Idolatry to Blafphemy, and taught ’em to deny the 
Divinity of the Eternal Son of God, to the great 
Detriment of the Church, and Scandal of Chnftia- 
nity. 

Thefe Goths , wherefoever they planted themfelves 
by the force of their Arms, took care by the fame 
means to eftablilh their Herefie j and rais’d fuch 
cruel Perfrcutions againft the true Believers, as the 
Church hardly ever fuffer’d from Idolaters. By 
this means the Weftern Empire became polluted with 
Arianifm , whilft the Eaft was no lefs dillraded by 
the Herefies of Eutyches and Nejlorius j and herein 
the Father of Lies had a great Advantage, for who¬ 
ever zealoufiy oppos’d the Neflorian Errors was 
branded with the Eutychian, and fo on the contrary, 
by which means the Church was rent afunder, and 

the truly Catholick were to move as between two 

Rocks, 




Rocks* to the great Hazard of their Faith* that on 
each fide was threaten’d with a Shipwreck. 

Leo, in recompence of the great Services Zone' r 
had done him upon the Family of A [par, marry’d ™ 
him to his Daughter Ariadne, and made him Co- 
vernor of the Eaft* the Capital of which being An* 
tiocb, he went to refide there, carrying with him one 
Peter firnamed the Fuller , who had formerly been 
a Monk in the Monaltery of the Acamites, but had 
been expell’d from thence for his Debaucheries, and 
Adherence to the Eutychian Herefie, of which he 
made open Profeffion. Having met with feme Per- 
Tons of Quality who were infedted wirh the fame 
Errors, he infinuated himfelf by his Flatteries into 
their Friendfhip, and by that means got Acccfs to 
Zeno, and was favourably receiv’d by him. At 
Antioch he grew acquainted with feveral Apollina - 
rifts, call’d fofrom an Avch-Hereiick in the Fourth 
Century, who taught that Jefus Chrifil was not ani¬ 
mated with a Human Soul, the want of which was 
fupplfd by the Divinity > that the Flefl: he receiv'd 
from the Fir pin defended originally down from Hea¬ 
ven, and only pajs'd through :Vla>y as through a Con¬ 
veyance ; and that in adoring it ice are to believe it 
f o-effential and co-eternal with the Divinity, that in 


Jefus Chrift there were two (liftinti Sons, one of God, 
the other of the Virgin *, that he was at fir ft conceiv'd 
purely like other Men , but that after his Conception 
the IFord defended , and operated in him as it had 
done before in the Prophets, without being united to 
him * that by his good Works he lead obtain'd his Gran - 
dear and Perfection, and was now without a Body 
that the Divinity fuffiefd upon the Grids \ that it dy'd , 
W was rais'd again \ with feveral other as ablurd 
dogma's y in which he idem bled the Manic bees and 
§<dielHans, and Iome of which were afterwards co- 


Py’d by the Eutychians . 
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ter join’d himfelf, to calumniate Martyrius , Bifhop 
of the Place, accufing him for a Neflorian , becaufe 
he receiv’d the Council of Chalcedony wherein Eu- 
tyches and his Doftrine were condemn’d} and that 
he might be the better able to ufurp his See, he per* 
fuaded Zeno , either by himfelf or fome other Apo- 
ftatesofthe fame Opinions, that the Church of Jnti* 
och would never be in order whilfl Martyrius pro 
faded in it) of which Leo being advis’d, he fentfor 
the Bifhop of Conflantinople , the better to inform 
himfelf of the Truth of the Allegations urg’d again!! 
him. Martyrius was fo powerfully protected at 
Conflantinople by Genadius , Patriarch of the City, 
that the Emperor was made fenfible of his Innocence, 
and the Malice of his Advcrfary Peter , who in his 
Abfence had feiz’d upon the Epifcopal Chair, and 
created one John Bifhop of Apa-mca, who had for¬ 
merly been depos’d. The Emperor being inform’d 
of his wicked Pra&ices, order’d Peter to be banifh’d, 
and fent Martyrius back to his Church ) who upon 
his Recurn finding a great Divifion among the Peo* 
pie, and that Zeno favour’d and prote&ed his Ad* 
verfaries, publicity abdicated himfelf from theBi- 
fhoprick, faying, / renounce a difobedlent Clergy , t 
rebellious People , and a defiled Churchy refer ving tie 
more to my fclf than the Sacerdotal Dignity ) and fo 
diverted himfelf of the Epifcopal Ornaments, to the 
great Detriment of the Truth, and Encouragement 
of its Enemies. 

About this time Leoy who had held the Reins 
of the Empire almort eighteen Years together, was 
fi iz’d with a Diarrheay which was attended with a 
Fcaver, and carry’d him off in a fhort time. He 
was a great Prince, wife and virtuous, and truly 
afic&ionatc to the Catholick Religion, as appears by 
fevcial Laws he made in favour of it) and the many 
Cliuiclics he built for Religious Worlhip. Howe- 
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ver he is juftly tax’d for his too great Indulgence 
to the Arians , and blam’d for that he was not fuffi- 
ciently cautious whom he preferr’d, fuch as Bafilif- 
cus and Zeno, who both prov’d bold Aflertors of 
Herefie, and drew great Calamities upon the Empire. 

Some fay he ordain’d his Grandfon Leo , Son of Ze¬ 
no and his Daughter Ariadne , his Succeflbr in the 
Empire* and appointed Zeno for his Guardian, ’till 
he was at Years of Difcretion to govern the State 
himfelf: However it were, he furviv’d not h is Grand¬ 
father above ten Months, and dy’d when he was no 
more than two Years of Age, and i'o uncapable of 
regretting the Dignity he loft. 

In the mean time Julius Nepos , whom Leo , as 
We obferv’d before, had appointed for Weftern Em¬ 
peror, hearing Glycerins had pofiefs’d himfelf of that 
Dignity, fee fail for Italy with a very ftrong Fleer, 
and landing near Rome , oblig’d Glycerius to quit the 
Imperial Purple, and retire to Salon# in Dalmatia } 
of which Place he made him to be ordain’d Bilhop. 

After which Nepos was declar’d Emperor at Rome, KW' 
the Affairs of which City after he had fettled, 

went and refided at Ravenna. rwlie 

During thefe Troubles Evaricb , or Enrich, King 
of the Goths in Gaul , encourag’d by fo many Varie¬ 
ties and Alterations, which had in fo high a mea- 
fure weaken’d the Empire, fell into the Territories 
the Romans had ftill lefc in that Country. Nepos 
fent Epiphanes , Bilhop of Pavia , whom wehadoc- 
cafion to make mention of before, to treat of a Peace 
with the Goth: The Bifhop manag’d the Negotiation 
Very prudently, and concluded a Treaty in no Point 
diladvantageous to the Romans. But Enrich foon 
after, tho’ he had fworn rcligioufly to obferve the 
Agreement, forcibly feir.’d upon Armagnac , Rovers 
re, Perigueux and Li mo/in, and at Lift attempted 
Clermont , the Capital of Auvergne-, but was coura- 
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gioufiy repuls’d by Ecdicius , Son of Avitus , the late 
Emperor, aflifted by Sidonius jfpollinaris , his Bro- 
ther-in-Law, who was Bifhop of the Place, who is 
faid to have wrought Miracles by his Prayers, his 
Exhortations, and Letters to feveral Pcrfons of Qua¬ 
lity, in which he implor’d their Succour in behalf 
of the dillrefled City. Ecdicius is reported to have 
made a Sally in the Day-time, attended with no more 
than eighteen Horfe, with which he ftruck fuch a 
Terror into the Enemy that he put ’em into Difor- 
der, travers’d through their whole Army, kill’d all 
that came in his way, forc’d’em for fome time to 
retire from the Walls, and return’d fafe into the 
City without the Lofs of one Man. An Adtion, if 
true, worthy to be compar’d with the Exploits of 
the fir & Roman Heroes, and fufficient to prove that 
their ancient Valour was not quite extindt, tho’ like 
the departing Soul it furviv'd only in Particulars, 
whereas before it animated the whole Body. 

However Eurtcb failing in his Attempts upon the 
State, rag’d with equal Fury againft the Church, 
expelling or impoverishing all thofe who would not 
embrace Arianifrn \ and when any of the Pallors of 
the Church dy’d he fuffer’d none but Arians to 
fucceed ’em, infomuch that in feveral Places the 
-Churches lay in Ruins, the Entrances choak’d with 
- Brambles, and Grafs growing about the Altars 5 and 
this was oblervable not only in Country Villages 
but in great and populous Towns, where the People 
refus’d to frequent the Publick Aflemblies. With 
fuch Calamities was the Church then opprefs’d, in 
Afiick under the Tyranny and Perfection of Gen* 
fetich , in the Well under the Cruelties of the An* 
am , and under the like Cruelties of the Eutychians 
in the Eall \ where Zeno upon the Death of his Father 
Leo was knowledg’d for Emperor, and was fulp< ti¬ 
ed to have contiibuted to his Death. He was no 

fooncr 
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fooncr advanc’d to the Imperial Power, but he 
plung’d himfelf into all manner of Vices, refrain¬ 
ing from no filthy or flagitious Aft, but fo wal¬ 
low’d in his Debaucheries, that he thought it the 
Weaknefs of a bale and low Spine, to cover them- 
felves in DarkneQ at the Cornmiflion of their 
Wickednefs, but like the Grandeur, of an Empe¬ 
ror, to fin in broad Day-light 5 and as he was thus 
deform’d in his Mind, fo was his Body faid to re- 
fembie a Satyr more than any Human Appearance, 
for he was cover’d all over with Hair, his Shape 
was deform’d, and his Phyfiognomy ridiculous, 
tho’ they who beheld him, and knew the Temper 
of his Mind, found more rcafon to tremble than 
laugh at the fight of him. As he was thus De¬ 
form’d in his Body, and Debauch’d in his Morals, 
fo was he no Ids Conupt in his Religious Princi¬ 
ples; for he openly avow’d himfelf the Proteftor of 
Herefie and Schifm, and therefore drew upon the 
Church Calamities uncxprcflible. As foon as the 
Citizens of Antioch heard of his Ad^ancem ?nc to 
the Imperial Throne, thofe of Peter's Faftion lent 
their Agents to ConfianUnople , who, in the Name of 
the rett, defir’d his Re-dtablilhment, and brib’d 
feveral of the Courtiers to favour ’em in their Pe¬ 


tition to the Emperor, who immediately g anted 
their Requeit, and Peter was once more ic.oc.. in 
the Apoftolick Chair of that Provino * from v iier.ee 
he immediately denounc’d an Anathema againA rhe 
Council of Ch Ace don , and maintain’d the Ernns : 
the Apollinanans , and refior’d fuch Ri ill* ! ps o> tAe>r 
telptftive Sees, as had been formerly depos’d for 
adhering to Eutychcs. But find luffci’d not ihe 
Impiety of Zeno lo go long unpunifh’d *, to Bn/iliJ - 
(, »' f obferving him to he a lewd, effiruinate I rincc, 
t( 'fpis\i am! ahhon’d by the People for his boini- 
nablc Vuvs, drew t‘gerhe a (Company ol Malc- 
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contents, to whom he join’d feveral of his own 
Friends and Adherents, who, united together, rais’d 
a great Sedition againft Zeno in Conftantinople. Zeno , 
f:>< imo rerrify’d at the Uproar, fled in a great Fright with 
Ifaurb. his Wife into Ifauria, where he was well belov’dj 

and Bafilijcus was by the Soldiers faluted Emperor, 
who, having aflum’d the Title, conferr’d that of 
C<efar upon his Son Mar cm \ and tho’ Bajilifcus did 
not long enjoy his Dignity, but was Dethron’d, 
put to Death, and Zeno reftor’dj yet, becaufe he 
grew no better for his Misfortunes, but perfever’d 
in his biutifli fenfual way of Life, he at length 
came to a violent End, procur’d by his own Wife, 
who caus’d him one Day, Drunk, as he was af¬ 
ter an exceflive Debauch of Wine, to be fhut up 
in a Sepulchre, and difpos’d fome Guards about it, 
in whom the could confide, to prevent him from 
getting out. As foon as he was recover’d from 
his Lethargy he made an hideous noife, and defir’d 
to be releas’d, but was anfwer’d, The State had no 
farther Occafion for him , fince another was now pro- 
muted to his Place •, he reply’d, He was not at all 
concern'd at that , he only hegg'd 'em to deliver him 
out of th it noifome Place , and confine him to a Mo- 
nailery if they thought fit , where he might end his 
Days in Peace ■, the Soldiers were deaf to all his 

Lament in ions, io ih.it he dy'd in that horrible Re- 
flraint, having been firll conrtrain’d, through Hun¬ 
ger, to devour one of his Arms, before his Death. 
Some, 1 know, give another Account of this Em- 
jn, jW, p m,r s Knd, tho’ they all agree in this, that it was 

violent i and Jriadne's Cariiage after his Death, 
efpecially her great Care in promoring his Succef- 
ioi, and marrying him fpccdily upon ir, leave no 
room to doubt what a huge fharc flic had in it. 


All 



Chap. IV. LIU. Zeno, Auguftulus. 575 

* 

All this while the Siege continu’d before City- A. D. 
wont j but this Year, after the Befiegers had made 475". 
feveral Breaches in the Wall, and mod of the De¬ 
fendants were deftroy’d, either by the Sword or 
fome other Accidents, too obvious upon thofe Oc- 
cafions, Ecdicius , in Defpair of any Succour, yield¬ 
ed it upj and being fent for by Nepos , was honour’d 
with the Dignity of Patrician, and Orejles was fent 
into Gaul to (ucceed in the Command of the Troops 
in thofe Parts. 

This Orejles was by Birth a Goib, and having 
acquir’d a great Reputation in the Wars, he was 
made General of the Auxiliary Forces of that Na¬ 
tion in Italy. He had upon all Occafions appear’d ve¬ 
ry vigorous in his Service to the Empire, and was 
therefore entrufted at this time with an Army to 
watch EurichmGaul , and be a Curb to his Ambiti¬ 
ous Practices. But this Barbarian, inftead of exe¬ 
cuting his Commiflion like a Man of Honour, 
turn’d his Arms againll his Mailer, and belieg’d 
him in Ravenna. He knew Nepos was in a weak oreftrs pre¬ 
condition, and could ealily be fupprefs’d, having pelt Nepos, 
ftripp’d himfelf of thofe Troops that fhould have 
defended him, and committed ’em to his Conduft} 
fo that Nepos finding himfelf unable to refill him, 
fled to Salons in Dalmatia , where he was enter¬ 
tain’d by the Bilhop Glycerins , whom the Year be¬ 
fore he had depriv’d of the Empire, whilll Orejles , 
meeting with none llrong enough to oppofe him, 
feiz’d on the Imperial Power, and made the Army 
proclaim his Son Augujlulus Emperor. Thus we.W 
fee the Title, rather than Power, of the W el tern lj,! . 

Empire bandy’d from one to another, and the 1 111- 
penal Dignity rols’d from Hand to Hand, without jura,.', 
any Reverence or Rclpctl, by thole Broken; of 
IVJajelly, who adorn’d their Creatures with the Pur¬ 
ple, to llrut upon the Stage for fome time, uiN as 

B b 4 foon 



3 7 


A. D. 


47 


/C 


The Roman Hiftcry. Vol. Ill, 

foon as they difpleas’d ’em thruft: ’em off again, 
We have fcen no lefs than ten appearing upon it 
within the fpace of twenty Years, moll of whom 
came to a violent End in their Perfons, and all of 
’em in rheir Dignities, as if Fortune had been an¬ 
gry with rhofe who dar’d to afliitne the Title, af¬ 
ter {he had been pleas’d to break or reqiove the 
Power. 

Orefies , having by this means comply’d with his 
Ambition in providing for his Family, endeavour’d 
to cllnblith it by an Alliance with Gcnferichy King 


i 


of the VarJahy the mod powerful of alibis Neigl 
hours, and took Care to preferve the Roman Terri¬ 
tories in Gaul ngainft the Goths , the Burgundians 
and Tranks, who very much encroach’d upon ’em. 
Bur all his Precautions were to no purpofe, forthofe 
of the Nobility who had been oblig’d by NepoSy 
and rfpous’d his Inccreft, difdain’d the Tyranny 
and Ufurpntion of a Barbarian, who had dat’d to 
fet up for himfelf without their Contents* and if 
of Neccflny they muft obey a Stranger, they rc- 
folv’d it fhculd be one of their own Choice. 
-vi,-,, rrr Whereupon they lent an Invitation to Odoaccr , 
-.7 i.-.io Kmg of the IJeruli , to come to their A Alliance, 


.la 


and deliver Italy. 
with Ore firs 


Odvacer 


was well acquainted 
j having lerv’J as his Officer in the 


Wins; he k;;c v :h» Eailnn Empire was dillrafted 
with Civil Difieunon**, that the Well was divided 
si.d luoki p, that the Piincipal Inhabitants had fix'd 

vrs upon lorn, and that therefore it would 


r n fi 


be a M'adnrfs in 1dm to omit fo fair an Opportu- 
liny csf oggiai.d: firg h is Family and gi an lying his 
/unl-u; -I!, for which re.don hr was r. folyrd to go 
V'lmlin he was rail'd; accoidingly hr rais’d a vc- 
tv nnwnhjl A; my fulfilling of his own Siihjcft?, 
2nd Inch oI his Neighbour as he had allur’d by 
fair Piomdcs and hopes of Plunder., In the be¬ 
ginning 
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ginning of the Spring he pafs’d over the Danube , 
and enter’d into Bavaria , where Severing Bifhop 
of the Country, who was in great Reputation for 
his Sanftity, came to meet him. Odoacer receiv’d 
him with a great deal of Refpeft, and demanded 
his Blefling, which the Bifhop gave him, and af- 
fur’d him of a fucccfsful Expedition. From thence 
Odoacer enter’d into Trent^ and fo into the Veto- 
neze , and meeting nothing to oppofe him in his 
March, he proceeded on to Lodi in Liguria , where 




with all the 


Forces, both Horfe and Foot, he was able to draw 
together. Odoacer came up to him, and gave him 
Battel, defeated and forc’d him to fly into Pavia 
with thofe Troops that ftuck by him* for the 
Goths forfook him in rhe Engagement, becaufe he 
had not divided the third Part of the Land among 
’em, as he had formerly promis’d. With thefe 
Troops he enter’d the Town, thinking to make it 
good againft Odoacer , bccaufe it was well fortify’d, 
and fecur’d with a goodGarrifon j but Odoacer fol¬ 
low’d clofe after him, laid Siege to the Place, and, 
after fomc vigorous A (faults, took it by Force, 
and expos’d it to the Pillage of his Soldiers, who 
deflroy’d all with Fire and Sword. Epiphanius , 
the renuwn’d Bifhop of the Place, with muchdiffi- 
culty prevail’d to have his Sifter, and fomc of the bed 
Ladies in the Town, exempted from the Outrage 
of the infolent Soldiers, a Favour he bought at the 
Fxpencc of aim oft all he was worth. Here Odo- 
accr was jaiuted King of Italy, on rhe zyth of /In¬ 
gulf a i ifie which at once liitisfy’d and made him 
J>iou'l. f'join Pavia he march’d to Placentia^which 
open'd her (hues to him, where he put Orcftcs to 
Leath, in the Picfnce, and amid ft the Acclaim- 
r| ons of the V:£roiiou$ Army. After this he pro¬ 
ceeded to liavcuruij which he took by Compofici- 

on. 


t Ore- 
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on, and flew Paul, the Brother of Orejles , whom 
he had left Governor in that Town. Hearings#. 
guftulus had fled for Security to Rome , he directed 
his March with an Intent to Befiege the City, ta¬ 
king in all the Towns in his way, fome of which 
•were forc’d ro Surrender, and other voluntarily 
fubmitted to his Government} as he drew nearto 
Rom all the Inhabitants of the City, who expe&ed 
again to be pillag’d, as they bad been fevcral times 
before, went out to meet him, and receiv’d him 
with Acclamations as their Lord and Soveraign, 
J*' aiuguftulus , feeing it in vain to contend, threw off 

gXhis. U " thc lm P erial Purple, and implor’d the Grace ofthe 

Conqueror, who gave him his Life, and confin’d 
him to Lacullanum , a Caftle in Campania. 

the ~End of In Jugujtulus fell the very Name of an Empire 

she if'fern in the Weft. Britain had long fince been quitted 

ky the Romans \ Spain was divided among the 
Goths, Suevi , Jlans, and the like} Jfrick was pof- 
fefs’d by the Vandals■, the Goths, Burgundians and 
Franks, had eredled their feveral Tetrarchies in 
Gaul, and now at laft Italy it felf, that for fome 
Ages had triumph’d over the reft of the World, 
became enflav’d to a Barbarian King} and Rom, 
which was once the Capital of a large and flourifh- 
ing Empire, is made the Member of a petty King¬ 
dom. 

And as there was this thorough Change in the 
State, fo was there almoft as great an Alteration in 
the Church, and the Purity of Religion fuflfer’d 
little lefs than a total Eclipfe, when the Majefty of 
the Empire was expiring, for as on one fide Irreli- 
gion and Prophanenefs naturally fpring out of War 
and Confufion, fo on the other all the Chri.'tian 
World was at piefent under the Dominion either 
of Heathen or Heretical Princes. The Kings ol 
I’crjia , and of the Franks were Heathens j in the Kail 
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was reigning either Bajiltfcus , an Avian, or Zeno, 
a debauch’d, diffolute Eutycbian. All Africk was 
in the PofTeflion of Genfericb , an obftinate Avian, 
and a cruel Perfecutor of the Catholiclc Chriftians. 
Enrich was of the like Temper in Gaul , Odoacer in 
Italy , and the Kings in Spain were as zealous AfTer- 
ters of the fame damnable Herefie. So that from 


thefe Confiderations we may reafonably conclude, 
it requir’d the fame Almighty Power to preferve the 
Chriitian Faith pure and undefiled, a3 it did at firft 
toeftablifh itj nor are we to wonder if, in that long 
Night of Ignorance and Error, the Enemy took 
the Advantage of Sowing his Tare among the good 
Seed, which in fucceeding Ages brought forth fo 
plentiful an Harveft. 

Odoacer continu’d for fome time at Rom , where 
he alTum’d the Sovereign Power and Abfolute Do¬ 
minion, which however he us’d with much Mode¬ 
ration, for he refus’d the Purple, and other Imperi¬ 
al Ornaments, contenting himfelf with the Marks 
of Royalty. He diligently apply’d himfelf to the 
Settlement of Affairs in his new Kingdom, and the 
Security of his late Conquefisj for this Reafon he 
courted the Friendfhip of the Goths , which Orejles 
had call’d in to his Afliftance, affigning ’em a third 
Part of the Lands in Italy , which he had promis’d 
’em; for the prefent he fet afidc the Dignity of 
Confuls in Rome , becaufe they feem’d to aflume 


loo great and unrcafonablc a Power; and that his 
Subjects might be induc’d both to fear and rcfpcdb 
him, he gave ’em fome publick Examples of his Ju- 
Hice and Severity. When he had difpos'd of all 
things according to his Will and Plcafurc at Rome , 
he went and fettled at Ravenna, where he ul'ually 
kept his Court. 

From this time forward wc hardly meet with the 
very Shadow of the ancient Rowan Great ncls. 


which 
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which as it exceeded all that ever went before it, 
fo has it been equalled by none fince. The various 
Fortunes of this mighty State afford our Thoughts 
a ProfpeQ: full of Admiration and Curiofity, whe¬ 
ther we confider it in its Birth, in its Eftablilh- 
ment, or Diffolution* for certainly no People e- 
ver experienc’d fo many Forms of Government, 
and yet flourish'd with equal Vigour in ’em all. 
Such Changes and Revolutions, as like Earth¬ 
quakes would have torn up other Nations, made 
them the (Longer* and Difficulties, that would have 
weigh’d down and diflolv’d other Governments, 
render'd them the more invincible. Their Grcac- 
r.cF, at which the reft of the World flood amaz’d, 
was in few rcfpe&s accidental, in moll eflential, 
and their Rife, as well as Fall, was owing not fo 
much to Fortune as thcmfclves. From a Pack of 
loofe Vagabonds and wandering Shepherds, they 
form’d themfclves, by degrees, into a Civil Socie¬ 
ty, and before they knew what Law and Govern¬ 
ment meant, learn VI to obey, fir ft a Succeflion of 
Kings, different in their Tempers, and contradicto¬ 
ry in their Maxims j the gentle Difpcnfation of a 
Legal Monarchy grew, by degrees, corrupted to nn 
unbounded Tyranny $ and that on a fudden was 
fffen’d into the Freedom of a Common-wealth} 


and yet in all thefe Revolutions they pullfd on 
without fntermiftion, to that which from the be¬ 
ginning they frcmVi to have in view, the llnivcr- 
f1 1 Empiie. r j'hat Maxim, which compaics dif¬ 
ferent Forms of Government to different Climates, 
and fuppofes this agreeable to one* Nation, and that 
ro another, would not have held with them, f° r 
they who were one Day to be rhe Commandos ot 
rite whole VVmld, ought to have a Genius as ex- 
t: i fj e as Hu ir Dominions. Their Power became 

mu,e tail ug'd abroad under the Imperial Dignity, 

bm 
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but then by degrees they grew more enflav’d at 
home, and their Greatnefs being arriv’d at its Me¬ 
ridian dione with too intenfe a Heat, and foretold 
a Declenfion \ which however proceeded not fo 
much from the Depravity of the People in general, 
as from the Luxury, Sloth, Pride and Ambition of 
[heir Emperors ; fome of whom holding the Reins 
too ftraighr, others too remifs, are an inftance to 
us how much the Welfare of a Nation depends up¬ 
on the Difpofitions of its Prince, whofe Heart is 
in the Hand of Providence, the great Ruler of the 
Univerfe. 

This great Revolution in the Wed happen’d a- 
bout yzz Years after the Battel of Pharfalia, which 
gave a Beginning to the Empire $ 501 after the full 
Settlement of it under Jtuguflus ; 380 after the laft 
of the twelve Ctefars ; 146 after the Removal of 
the Imperial Seat to Byzantium ; about 101 after 
the Admiflion of the Goths into ‘Thrace-, 66 from 
the firft Captivity of Rome j and 476 after the Na¬ 
tivity of our Saviour. 
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Men and Matters 

IN THIS 



A 

A Cacius, Bijhop of Amida, his extraor¬ 
dinary Charity , Page 309 

Adaulfus, Brother to Alarich, defeated, in 
Italy, 289. Made King of the Goths, 
2.97. Marries Placidia, Sifler to Hono- 
1 i 11s, ibid. Makes At talus Emferor a fe~ 
cond time , 301. Slain by his own Sub- 

jitls, 302 

/!:. tius cfjjoufcs the Interefl of John the C V- 

f'urpcr, 


4 


INDEX. 

furper, 313. Reconcil'd to Placidia, 317, 
Itnpofes upon her, 316. Fights Boniface, 
319. His great Services in Gaul, 316, 
33Z. Frnftrates the c Defigns of Attib, 
339. Relieves Orleance, 341. Slain by 
Valentinian’j Order , 348 

Africk conquer'd by the Vandals, 3118 

Alarich brought the Goths to ajjifl Theodo- 
iius, 213. Marches into Greece, 23 6 \ 
F repares to invade Italy, 257. Befeges 
Honorius, 260. Is defeated by Siiliclio 
at Pollentia, z 6 t. And at Verona, 262, 
Makes a Fence with Honorius, 263. 
Raifes new Troubles , 279. Offers an 
Accommodation , which is refus’d, 285. 
Enters Italy, 286. Lays Siege to Rome 
and raifes it, 287. Enters Rome, 291. 
Makes Attalus Emperor , ibid. And de¬ 
grades him , 293. Takes Rome, 204. 
Forc'd on Shoar by a Temp eft, 29 6 . Dies 
at Confentia, 297 

Alans fix in Spain, 2 7 

Alavivus leads the Goths into Thrace, 167. 

Begins a IVar upon the Empire, 171 

Alifo his bold Attempt , 112 

Ambrofe, Bifh'p of Milan, his Fjmbaffe to 
the V)furper Maximus, 201. His ‘ 'Death , 
244. His FoEtriual Errors, ibid. 

Amida befeg'd by Sapor, 46. Taken , 48 

Ammianus Marcel Sinus Hiflorian, his 
narrow Efcapc out of Amida, A 

Amphilochius, Bifhop of Iconium, his feu- 
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fondle Anfwer to Theodofius the Great * 

202 , 

Andragathius murders Gratian, 199. It 
made Admiral of the 'll fur per Maximus 
hts Fleet y 210. Drowns kimfelf 2x1 


Governor of 


Itantius, 


Lefs 


Slain by Con- 
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chief Mini fter of St 


Minority fl/’Theodoii.us 




Death 


ditioHy 


Emperor of the W'eft , 359 - 
offend Julian, 74. Raife 


His 

366 


\podemius inftrumental 


flies 


205- 


Death of 


Gallus, 24. 


Death by Julian,' 67 


Apollo, 


Temple 


Arbetio fent againfl 
feated 


De 
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A corrupt Jifdg 


Trovok'd by Procopius, 
Valens, 


ii}. 


Adheres 


procures 


murder'd , 220. 


himfelf 


114 
to be 
22 6 


Emperor , r96'. Marries 


Eudoxia, 235. His Remfnef 


fcutes 


Dies 


J 

fent to afjifi 




132, 


tf/Pt.'i'iia’.r Defig 


^/Armenia, ajffts J 


ft 


I * ** ** * • " . 

Deferted 


/'yjovian, 93. He is murder d by Sapor, ■ 30 

(J c ' Ark- 



INDEX. 
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Arfenius made Tutor to Arcadius, 196. Re- 

tires into ./Egypt, 107 


tires into ./Egypt, 197 

Artabanes, deferring the King of Perfiab 
Service, 131. /j kill'd by Paras, 133 
AV/ Affembly of Thieves, 3 3 .• 


Afpar frizes on the Tfurpcr John, 314. de¬ 
feated in Africk, 319. Slam with his 
Sons, 363 


/Uhanarich, over-power d by AHTunns, kills 


himfelf 


167 


Athanalius, Bifhopof Alexandria, banifh'd, 3. 

1 -hghly efteem'd by Jovian, 100 


A ttalus made Emperor by Alarich, 191. de¬ 
graded, 293. 0//o? more made Emperor by 
Adolph, 301. Taken , 302. And conf/id 
to the I flan d of Li pare, 3 ©3 

Attila invades the Empire, 328. Sells a 
Teace to Theodo/ius, 331. Breaks out 


Trace to Theodo/ius, 331. Breaks out 
again, 335. Invades Gaul, 339. Reflexes 


rleance, 340 


Engages 7 E t i 11 s, and is 


overthrown 341. Enters Italy, 343. Takes 


Aquileia, 344. His Heath, 


34 * 


Augu/tulus proclaim d Emferor , 375". 


thron V, 

Avitus made Emperor in Gaul, 353 
thron'd by the Teople at Rome, 


379 

T)e- 

3/4 


B 

i 

Barba !xofent to difpatch Gallus, 24. Oppo- 
Jcs Julian, 38. Beheaded, 44 

Boniface Governor ^/'Africk, 310. Sent a- 

gainjl the Barbarians in Spain, ibid, de¬ 
feats 


C J 
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feats Caftinus, 315*. ‘Deceiv'd by y£tius, 

rebels , 316. Calls the Vandals into A- 


frick, 

(end 

319. 


31' 7 
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And 
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Returns 


/firius 


Dies 


Italy, 


fet up a new Emp 
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ror ; 
j 


* 

fets up for himfe’lf hi Cyprus, 4. 

ibid. 


Taken and burnt alive, 
dHnus fent 1 
Defeated by 


Made 


‘Prrfc 


John the D/urPer , 313. Taken 


Chalcedo Vi befiegd by Valens 


J ' * * 

Terfecuted\ 


VS 

. . - 111 
Chriflidn Courage xy 3.. 
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163. Dies, 
fecuted ^Julian 
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Reign, y6. 

f refs'd by the Donatfts in Africk, Z70. 
Deprefs'dby the Goths, 36? 

Conitans created C as far, 4. His Share at 

Hit Wars 


’D tv if on of the Empire- 8. 


Murde 
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dedicate 
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Deliver 


Die 
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if the Emp 
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Is baptiz'd, y. 

onltantine, junior, made Governor iuG.iul, 
Ec, 4. 7/^r Aquileia, 8 

■'Onifanune ufurps in Britain, 171. His 


C c z 


Tro 
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Brogrefs in Gaul, 277. Made Partner in 
the Empire by Honorius, 288. But affs 
• againJi him, 298. > And is put to ‘Death, 

299 

Gonftantina marry'd to Gallus, 14. Her ex¬ 
travagant Behaviour, 19. Her‘Deaths 23 
Conftancius marry'd to Eul'ebia, 4. Murders 
his Relations , 8. Creates Gallus Caefar, 
14. Owr^/ra^rMagnentius, ly. Refolves 
to deftroy Gallus, 23. Growr Cruel and 
'Jealous^ 25-. /for Vanity , 27. Defeats 
the Germans, 28. His Ingratitude, 31. 

' Makes Julian Caefar, 33. Takes a Brogrefs 
to Rome, 36. Marches againjl the Quadi, 
41. And [uppreffes 'em, 42. Enters Sir- 
mium Triumph , 44. Grows jealous of 

, Julian, 50. Brotelfsthe Arians, 57. Marches 
' againft Julian, 62. Baptiz'd at Antioch, 
63 . /Air Death, 64 

Conltanrius, ^ Noble Roman, 298. ZAA 
Lieutenant General by Honorius, ibid. 
Grants a Beace to the Burgundians, 301. 
Marries Placidia, 303. Declar'd Augu- 
_ ftus, 306. Dies at Ravenna, ibid. 

Courtiers , their ambitious Brattices, 28 
Cylaces def 'erting the Perfians, 131. Is mur¬ 
der'd by Paras, 133 

Cyrill, Btjhop of Alexandria, 304. JufHj 
condemn'd , 305-. ‘Procures the third Ge¬ 
neral Council to be Jummon'd at Ephefus, 
3:2. Accus'd to the Emperor, 323. Im- 
prijbnd and releas'd, 3H 

Daga- 
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Dalmatius def 
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s bold Anfwer to Valentin 
xgainft the Germans, 
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And is 

d, 8 

ment of 

21 

29 


made Caefar, ibid. He is mu 
Domidan murder'd by the Tr 
Gallus, 

Dynamius his Forgery , 

E 

Eudocia marry d to TheodoHus II. 307. 
Her Ingratitude, 332. Goesto Jerufalem, 

33 ^ 

Eudoxia calls Genferich into Italy, 35:1. Is 


led into Africk, 

Eugenius ufurps, 221. 


Turns Heathen, 223. 


Engages Tneodofius, 224. defeated, 225-. 
Taken and Beheaded, 

Eufebia marry d to ConftantiuS, 


226 
Ber- 

31- 

Her 

Eufebius his Enmity to Gallus, 25-. And 
Urficinus, 49. Bunijh'd with !Death by 

67 

Succeeds 


4* 

fuades him to make Julian Csefar, 
/&r Brattices upon Helena, 37. 
Heath, 


Julian, 

Eutropius oppofes Rufinus, 

him in his Bower , 239. 


133 - 
//A treacherous 


2fO 

334 


Brattices, 241. Heath, 

Eutyches /w Here fie, 

F 

Firmus revolts in Africk, 142. Submits 
himfelf to the Roman General, 143- His 


Cf 3 


Treachery, 



INDEX. 


Treachery, 144. He flies , 146. Hangs 

bimfelf v' X47 

Flavian, Bijhop of Antioch, to 6 : His In - 
terceflion with Theodofius the Greats 207 
Fritigern, a Captain of the Gr oths, 171. //« 
good Advice, ' ' 173 



Gabinius, King of the Quad!, treacheronfly 
■murder'd by the Romans, 148 

Gaines, a threat 'Friend to Stilicho, 237. 
F ) rocures‘K ufinus to be Slain , 238. " Turns 
Male-content l 3 245’. Made General in the 
Faff , 246. //ix Treachery , 248. y 3 W 
Info fence, 25-2. Reprov'd by St. Chry- 
foitome, 253. //ij 'Dcflgns upon Con- 
■ flantinople frv.fl rated, 254. /for ‘Death, 

•' ' 2f 


Ga i To murders ConrUns 





Gailus created Ciiefar, 14. 


His extravagant 

His 


Behaviour , 18. ViW Cruelly, 21. 
Carriage at Conflaminople provokes Con- 


iiantius, 23. who orders him to be put 


to Death, 


) 


Gauls, their defperate Attempt at Amida, 


■ 47 

Genferich call'd by Boniface into JVU\ck, 317. 
Conquers the Country , 318. Takes Hip¬ 
po, 319, Breaks the ‘Peace , 326. /A 
Cruelties , 327. Concludes a Peace with 
the Emperor , 330. Sacks Rome, 371- 
/A r 7 prat teal Excurflons , 3 79 

Ge n ge, 
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George, the Arian Bijhop, his Character, 77 
Gildo ferves the Romans again(t his Bro¬ 
ther 142. Revolts , 241. ’ Murders his 
Brother's Sons , 243. Overthrown, 270. 
Strangles hmfelf 2 71 

Godegilil, King of the Vandals, invades the 
Empire , 271. Settles in Spain, 277 

Goths, affifiing P rocopius, rfrc punijh'd by 

Valens,, 121. Leave to be admitted 

into Thrace, 167. ‘Defeat the Romans, 
172. Befiege Adrianoplc, 173. Cut ojf 
a Roman Legion , 177. Overthrow Va¬ 
lens, 181. Deftroy'd in the Eaft, 188 
Grattan, Son of Valentinian, declar'd Au- 
guftus, 12.7. Sends fome Forces to the 
Affifiance of Valens, 174. Defeats the 
Germans, 176. Marches into the Eaft, 
177. Makes Theodofius his Partner in 
the Empire , 190. Slain by Andragathius, 



Helena marry d 1 0 Julian, 33. Circumvented 
by the Emprefs Eufebia, 37. Dies, 7 6 
Heraclian Commands for Honorius in Africk, 
291. Defeats the Enemy , 292. Dfurps , 
and is kill'd-, 300 

Honorius declar'd Emperor , 222. Mar¬ 
ry d to Stilicho’j- Daughter , 237. Be- 
Jieg'd by Alarich in Haita, 260. Reliev'd 
by Stilicho, 261. Makes Peace with A- 
larich, 263. Marries his fir ft IVife's 
Sfiler, 278. Crows Jealous of Stilicho, 

C c 4 281. 



J-N D E X. 

, Orders him to be put to 'Death , 183, 
'Rejects Alarichlr Rropofals of a Reace, 
28^. Makes Conjtantinn his AJfociate in 
the Empire, Befiefd in Ravenna, 

291. Makes War upon the Barbarians in 
Spain, 310. His Death., 311 

Hunns invade the Empire , 3*8 

Hypatia, Daughter of Theon a Philofopher , 
piajfacred in an Uproar , . 


I 

John ufurps in the Weft, 312. Taken Trifo- 
ner, 214, Beheaded, 

Jovian elected Emperor , 90 


3 1 y 

Concludes a 
Re ace with the Perfians, 93. Found dead 


in his Chamber , 


99 


Ifauri, their Inroads into the Empire, 20, 


Their Depredations, 


267 


Ifdegerdes made Guardian to Theodofms 


Second, 


174 


Julian, the Apoftate, created Caefar, 33. Bis 
Exploits in Gaul, 3 4. //// Rrogrefs there, 
3 7. //;> Victory at Argentoratum, 39. 
Declar'd Emperor by the mutinous Army, 
52. Prepares to march againft Conftan- 
tius, $ 2 . His Speech to the Army, 59 

1 r> * r'* * ^ r t* r\ / 1 


Enters £>irmium, 61. 


His Reformations 

68 . 


sifter the Death of Cordtantius, 

He opens the Heathen Temples , 69. Op- 
prejjcs theChriftians, 70. Begins his Ex¬ 
pedition againft the Perfians, 72. An ln- 

ftanc? of bis Juft ice, 73. Quarrels with 

the 



I N D E X. 

the Inhabitants of Antioch, 74. Elides 
yours to re-build the Temple at Jerufalem, 
77. His Rrogrefs, 78. His Order of 
Marching. , 80. His Succefs , 8>r. He is 
in great Danger, 83. His Obftinacy and 
Rajhnefs, 84. He defeats thf Perfians, 
87. He is astounded, 86. And dies , 

Julius puts all the Goths to Death in the 

188 



Eajt y 


L 


Lampadius his bold Saying in the Senate , 

*79 

Leo eledled Emperor at Conftantinople, 3 7 S'. 
Ruts Alpar and his Sons to Death , 363. 
Marries his Daughter to Zeno Ifauricus, 
369. / 7 /j Death , 270 

Libamus?^ Soph if, Julian 'slnfiruffor in the 
Ragan Super fit 20ns, 70. His Bla/phe - 


my 


88 


Liroigantes, Sarmatas, their Obflinacy , 41. 

5 Punijh'd by the Emperor Conitantius, 43 
Lupicinys £/.r corrupt Trablices in Thrace 
pernicious to the Empire , 171 


M 

Magi, their Religious Artifices , 177 

Magnentius Rebels in Gaul, 10. O#- 

11. Overthrown , 17. A/Z/j 1 

/?#5 1 7 

iMajorianus declar'd Emperor of the JVefi , 
357. Defeats the Vandals, 376. Mur¬ 
der'd by Kiciir,er 3 3 78 

Mar* 



INDEX. 

* 


Martin 


“Death 


i Emperor in the Eaft , 337 
fourth general Counci /, 338 


Maximus the Fhilofopher and Magic 
Tut to Death , 

Maximus Dfurps in Britain, 197. 


355 


Cruelty , 200. And 

Italy, 209. Defeated 
Maximus, Petronius. 

Mazezil oppofes his Brott 




hits 

Enters 

L 211 


243 


Dr 


251 

Monks raife Difturbance in Alexandria, 304 
Mutinies in Gaul and the Eaft, 91. At Ti- 
cinum, 281 

N 

i 

1 J 

‘ % < 

Nepos, Julius, declar'd Emperor in the Weft 
371. Exp cit’d by Oreltes, 275 

.Nepotianus fets up for himfelf and is Jlain, 

n 

Neftorius, Btjhop of Conftantinople, his He¬ 
re fie, 321. Condemn'd in the Council at 
Ephefus, 323. His miferable End, 314 
Nigi inus his Loyalty to Conitantius, 61. For 
which he is put to Death by Julian, 67 


O 

I 

Odoaccr invited into Italy, 3 76. Slays 0 - 
relies, 377- Makes hitnjelf be declar'd 
King of Italy, 379 

Olybrius, Emperor in the Weft , M 

Olympic 




INDEX. 

OVjtx\f\ViS praltifes agdinfl Stilicho, 281. Af¬ 
ter fome Services dtfmijs'd from Court, 289 

Oreites rebel> 'in the JVejl, 375-. Slain by 
Odoacer, 377 

P 

Paras, King of Armenia, 132. Defroys 
his two Friends at the Inftgation of Sa¬ 
por, King of Perfia, 133. Detain'd c Pri- 
foner by the Romans, 15U. EJcapes in- 
to Armenia, and is treacheroufy murder'd, 

152-j in 

Peter, fvnanhd the Fuller, his Herejie and 
In faience, ' 369, &fequ. 

Perroiiius Maximus murders Valentinian the 

% _ 

Third , 34$. Tdfurps the Empire, 349. 
He is fairly 35T 

Placidia, Honorius his Sifer, marry'd to 
Adolph, #/>/£ 0/ r/d? Goths, 297. 
to Conllantinc, 303. retires to Con- 
llantinople, 311. Made Regent of the 
Empire, 315. Her Death, 337 

Procopius conceals himfelf after the Death 
of Julian, 98. Vfurps , toy. Takes Qy- 
zie us, in, Grows info lent, 113. Taken 
and Beheaded, 1 r 7 

Promotus defeats the Gruthingi, 204. Made 
General of the Foot by Theodolius, 209. 
Re [cues the Emperor, 218. He is mur¬ 
der'd, 219 

Pulcheria perfuades Theodolius to marry , 
307. Forc'd to retire from Court, 33 3- 
Marry d to Martian, 337 .- 

Quad i. 



I N D E X. 



Quadi invade the Empire •, 41. Supprefs'd 
by Conftantius, 41. Injult the Empire 
148. CW off two Roman Legions, 150. 
Wafe Illyricum, 157. dW /dr ^ 




Remigius /;ix corrupt Practices, 12 7,142 

Ricimer, <z Goth, »?£</<? General of the Ro- 
pian Army, 355- Kills Majorianus the 

Emperor , 357. Be/leges Rome, 365. Kills 
Anthemius, 366. And dies, ibid, 

Romanus tyrannically governs in Africk, 12 6. 

His ‘Policy, 129 

Rome overflown by the Tiber, 15-1. Imitates 
the Gothick Fajhions, 243. JBefleg'd by 
Alarich, 787, Taken by him, 293. And 
by Genferich, 331 

Rufinus his great Interef at Court, 219. 
Made Tutor to Arcadius, 223. His Am¬ 
bition, 232. Renders himfe If odious to the 
People, 233. His Cruelty , 234. And 
Treachery, 233, Slain, 238 



babinianus, a decrepit old Man, made Gene- 

. ral of the Roman Army, 44 

Sabin us, his bold Rrflection, 97 

Saluit 



I NDE X. 


Saluft made Pr/efelt o/Gaul, 6o. His good 
Advice to Julian, 79. Refufes the Em¬ 
pire, 

Sapor, King of Perfia, befieges Nifibis, 9. 
His Wars wz^Conftantius, 44. Bejieges 


Amida, 4 6 . Bakes it., 48 


Concludes a 


Peace with Jovian, 93. Invades Arme¬ 


nia, 130. His Artifice, *32 

Saracens converted to the Chrifiian Faith, 


186. A firange Allion of ^ Saracen, 187 
Sarus receiv'd into the Roman Service , z6 8. 


His Exploits in Gaul, 276. Alls againjl 
Stilicho, 282. Prevents an Accommoda¬ 
tion between Honorius and Alarich, 193 
Sebaltian a Commander in Julian’j Army , 79. 
Defeats the Goths, 178 

Sedition at Rome, 120. At Constantino¬ 
ple, 194. Antioch, 207. At Alex¬ 
andria, 213, 303 

Severus declar'd Emperor ett Ravenna, 377. 

Slain by Ricimer, 3 5 8 

Stilicho made a General in the Roman Ar¬ 


my , 223. His Ambition , 232. Marries 
his Daughter to the Emperor Honorius, 
237. Marches into the Eafi , 237. Ilis 
Exploits in Rhaetia, 260. He relieves 
Honorius, ibid. Defeats Alarich, 266 . 
His ‘Policy , 262. Procures a Peace be¬ 
tween Alarich and Honorius, 263. De¬ 


feats Radagaifus, 269. Rewarded by the 
Romans, 270. His Power in the Se¬ 
nate, 279. Put to Death, 283 

Suevi 
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4 

ft 

Suevi fettle in Spain, 

Sylvanus font into Gaul, &8. 
Emperor* 29. Murder'd* 


O *77 

oets up for 


3 f 


Sylvanus, an Advocate* his confident Re- 


fteblion* 


T 


97 


Thalallius imprudent Behaviour* 19. 


Julian, 


nounces Chriftianity* and is reconcil'd to 

. 73 

Themitfius in Favour with Julian* 70 

Theodoiius, Senior,' fent into Britain, 123, 
///.r prudent Management* 124. <*- 

gainft the Moors in Africk, 142. Ha~ 

ards his Army* 145; His Vibiory* 146. 

P//£ to Heath* j 47 

Theodofius the Great declar'd Emperor by 
Gratian, 190. His Virtue* 193. His 

Summons the 


exemplary Juft ice* 1 94 
fecond General Council* 


19 6 . 



re- 


Summons another 


markable Saying* 197 
Council* 20 r. Concludes a Be ace with 
the Perfians, 202. His Clemency , 207. 
His ‘Proceedings againft Maximus, 209 


Conquers him* 


211 . 


His great Modera¬ 


tion* xi2. Shuts up the Heathen Temples 


in Rome, 
there* xi5 
nia, 21 6. 


213 . 


Reforms fame Abufes 

His Exploits in Maced 0- 


In treat Hanger* 218; 


His 


-, -■ --o * - 

tProceedings againft Eugenius, 22 j. Re¬ 
peats him* xx$. Falls fick^ 227. His 
Heath* and Char abler* 228. A great 
Inftance of his Chriftian Reftgnation* 230 

Ti’.eco 



IN DEI 

Theodofius, Junior, declar'd Auguftus by 
his Father* 263. Marries Athenais, 307. 
His Wars in Perfia, 308. Buys a Teace 
of the Hunns, 331. Difpleas'd with his 
Sifter Pulcheria, 33 1 - And his Wife , 3 3 4. 
His Heath, 336 

Tribigild rebels , 24f. .Ltf/n his Army , 248 




Valens delar'd Emperor by his Brother Va- 
lenrinian, 103. Hifpleafes his Subjects* 
107. His Cowardice, no. Succefs a- 


gainft Procopius, 114, 115". His great 
Severity, n6. Friend to the Arians, 
120. Wars againft the Goths, 121. i/ir 
Tyranny , 136. Admits the Goths into 
Thrace, 168. Engages with the Goths, 
181. Hefeated and ft a in, 182. His Cha¬ 
racter, 183 


Valentinian I. eleBed Emperor, 101. His 


Speech to the Army, 102. AJfodates his 
Brother in the Empire, 103. His gene¬ 
rous Refolution, 1 Of. Makes his Son 
Gratian Augultus, 125. His Cruelty, 12 6. 

His Exploits in Germany, 134? «3f- His 
Expedition again(l the Quadi, iff. His 
Heath, if8. And Character, tfy 


Valentinian II. declar'd Emperor, 162. Flies 
to Theodofius, 209. Murder'd, 221 

Valentinian 111 . made Emperor, 3 ■ f. Mar¬ 
ry d to Eudoxia, 3if. Ravijhes the IVife 
of Maximus, 347. Is flair, 348 

Valen- 



INDEX. 

Valentine, his gr*edt Service again ft Tribi- 

gild, z 4 7 

Vandals conquer Africk, .318 

Venice, when founded, 343 

Veceranio fets up for himfolf i£. ‘Depos'd, 


Ufficinus font into Gfful, 2.9 


13 

‘Procures 

Sylvanus to be murder'd, 31. Recall'd from 
his Command, 44. Oppos'd by Sabinianus, 


47 


Accus'd at Court, 49. His generous 


Defence 


50 


Z 


# 

Zeno Afpai* Souse 363. 

r\d to Leo’j Daughter , 369. 71 /W? Era- 

371. Flies into Ifauria, 

, 374 

Partiality, 19 x 


peror in the Eafo. 

9 

Zozimus his great ! 


* 




